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New Members 
 
The Club extends a warm welcome to the following prospective member: 
 Tom Malcher   Samantha and Gary Bowden 
      
Congratulations to the following walkers have completed their Introductory Walks and are now full 
members: 
 Megan Watson  Hans Henrichsen 
 Qiuming Lin 
  

News from The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs 
 
1. Tracks: 
 
Katoomba’s Mining Tramways   Michael Keats (Bush Club) sent information on this subject.  Web site 
http://www.infobluemountains.net.au/rail/ksr/kat_tram.htm.   
A feature of this article was a map borrowed from Eardley and Stephens “Shale Railways of NSW”, 
published by the Australian Railways Historical Society in 2000. This misleading map was modified to 
show two long trestles (bridges) over Diamond (Spray) Creek and Corral Creeks on the Nellies Glen 
Shale Mines Tramway in Megalong Valley (strictly speaking Nellies Glen). This endless cable hauled 
double tramway which ran from what is now the terminus of the Scenic Railway to the depot below the 
Glen Shale Mines.  At the Scenic Railway end the shale skips were unhooked from the haulage cable and 
transferred to a self actuating double tramway where the loaded skips running downhill would pull the 
empty skips on the other side of the tramway, whose cable ran over a pulley wheel at the top.  
 
On being connected to the endless circulating cable, which pulled the skips through the Mount Rennie 
Tunnel under Malaita Point, following the gently rising coal seam to emerge at what is now the Landslide 
(accessible until the 1961 landslide closed it).  On its track to Narrowneck the tramway passed through 
two short tunnels (now collapsed) fairly easy to find on the Katoomba side of the current walking track to 
Ruined Castle etc.  Just before reaching Narrowneck the tramway ran across a trestle (see Shale Railways 
of NSW by Eardley and Stephens page 60 for photograph.) The trestle has of course long gone, but the 
cut footings to support the trestle poles are still visible in the rocks in the gully. 
 
The tramway then entered the Daylight Tunnel following the gently rising coal seam but unlike the Mt.  
Rennie Tunnel is little over a metre high and about 4 metres wide.  The tramways telephone line 
insulators are still visible in the tunnel, which becomes much higher towards the western end where it 
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leaves the coal seam and is cut in solid rock.  The western portal of the tunnel was blown in (blasted) 
probably before World War 1.  It was reopened by the late Dr. John Sutton and myself in January 1966 
and has been well used since despite its wet and muddy conditions.  Just past the western portal of the 
Daylight Tunnel the tramway ran over a short trestle to follow an undulating but straight track to the large 
turning wheels where it changed direction and the skips had to be disconnected and reconnected again as 
they did at the terminus at either end.  
 
The tramway ran along Megalong Valley – really Nellies Glen – to descend after a short cutting to run 
across another trestle (a long one) across the unnamed shallow creek, which drains Blue Mountaineers 
Pass (Herbaceous Gully).  The next stream the tramway had to cross was Diamond (Spray) Creek.  The 
internet map shows a long trestle over this creek, it was actually a short trestle over the entrenched creek.  
On the next section the tramway rises (lots of recently fallen trees over this section of the tramway) to a 
deep cutting about 20 metres in length and 4 metres deep before gently descending to the (men only) 
Nellies Glen Shale Miners Village on Corral Creek with yet another short trestle across that creek and 
rising gently across two more trestles to the terminus at the Depot – the stockpile of shale below the self 
acting tramway that transported the shale from the horizontal horse tramways that serviced the mines.  
 
Giff Eardley and Philip Hammon (CEO Scenic World) have pointed out that the necessary tensioning 
station for the endless cable that hauled the tramway was situated at the Depot.  It is pleasing to report 
that the large turning wheel at the top of the self-actuating tramway that serviced the horse tramway is 
still there.  The stationary steam engine that powered this tramway was located at the site of the present 
Scenic Railway complex. 
 
Kosciuszko National Park   The NPWS are busy finishing the new toilet block at Rawson’s Pass.  This 
toilet block will be covered with soil and revegetated to disguise it.  
 
2. Conservation Report 
 
·  The NPWS is reminding everyone that all native animals and snakes in N.S.W. are protected by the 

NPWS Act and heavy fines apply to anyone deliberately harming them.  

·  Broken Dam Hut in the Kosciuszko National Park has been officially reopened for public use after 
extensive rebuilding following an accidental fire in 1998. 

·  DECC is considering stronger enforcement action to protect Aboriginal heritage significant sites after 
continued vandalism of the famous Tingha Stone Women near Inverell.  

·  A population boom of endangered brush tailed rock wallabies is underway in the wilds of the 
Wollemi National Park north of Lithgow. This could be the happy legacy of a successful fox-baiting 
program in the Wolgan Valley according to the NPWS. 

·  The Barrington Tops and Mount Royal National Parks and Barrington Tops State Conservation Area 
draft management plan is seeking submissions from the public in order to successfully maintain the 
broad scale conservation of a unique landscape. These plans of management are a social contract to 
“represent a balance between the conservation of the natural and cultural values of the area and the 
provision of a wide range of sustainable recreational use and public access.”   

·  On December 3 the Assistant Environment Minister, Verity Firth, released the “Threatened and pest 
animals of Greater Southern Sydney” report, which is a massive stock take of almost 450 species of 
birds, mammals and reptiles. Approximately 80% of the native species live in the catchment Green 
belts around Sydney all the way down to Mittagong and Robertson 

·  5,000 megalitres of water is being released into the Lower Murrumbidgee floodplain to help save the 
endangered southern bell frog and its habitat from the drought.   

·  The Resolute picnic area is now open in the Kuringai Chase National Park following a $600,000 



The South Coast Bushwalking Club Newsletter, March 2008             Page 3 of  15 

amenities overhaul. 

·  A draft POM for the Jervis Bay National Park and Woollamia Nature Reserve has gone on exhibition 
until March 10, 2008.   

 
3. Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   
 
Distress Beacons   The Australian Marine Safety Authority (AMSA) has contacted BWRS regarding 
DISTRESS BEACONS. An EPIRB is one type of distress beacon that is intended for marine (NOT land) 
use. Bushwalkers who want to carry a distress beacon need to get a PLB (Personal Locator Beacon). AMSA 
are reminding potential users of distress beacons that the older system of 121.5MHz beacons is about to be 
switched off. People who want a distress beacon need to move to the 406MHz system of beacons. Under 
guidance from AMSA the information on distress beacons on our BWRS website has been extensively 
updated. See  http://www.bwrs.org.au/bwr/pages/epirb.html  
 
This currently is the most appropriate place for bushwalkers to look for information regarding distress 
beacons and their use. Like all good websites there are a number of useful links for additional information. 
 
GPS   Recently BWRS assisted Choice Magazine to test several GPS receivers. An article will shortly be 
published in Choice Magazine. BWRS would like to acknowledge the kind offer of Choice Magazine who 
have allowed us to publish this article – you can view for free what you would normally pay for – see 
http://www.bwrs.org.au/bwr/research/index.html   
 
4. Insurance 2008 - 2009 
 
Important Message Regarding Notification of Injuries under the Confederation’s Insurance 
Policies 
  
 It is important for member Clubs to be aware that the following have to be complied with in the event of 
an incident/accident occurring involving serious personal injury: 
  
1. That a detailed Incident /Accident Report is completed by the Leader of the Activity for the 

Member Club’s records. 
 
2. That the Member Club or leader notify the Confederation’s insurance officer Denise Kruse (email: 

d.kruse@bigpond.com.au) of the accident and our Insurance Brokers, MARSH Pty Ltd (Mr Fred 
Grima:  Phone (02) 9761 7328) is also notified (the Confederation’s insurance officer can do that 
or a claim form can be lodged). 

 
3. That the injured person or their representative request a claim form from the Confederation’s 

insurance officer for completion and return to MARSH irrespective of whether it is their intention 
at that time to lodge a claim. This action is necessary to ensure the interests of the injured person 
are fully protected in the event that they wish to pursue a claim at a later date.  

 
4. That a representative from the Member Club follow up with the injured person on a regular basis, 

and no less than every six weeks, as to their progress to full recovery. In the event that it is found 
that the injured person may not be responding to medical treatment or that they may require long-
term treatment this fact must be reported to the Confederation’s insurance officer who will liaise 
with the injured person.  

  
An Incident / Accident involving serious personal injury will always be one that requires immediate 
medical attention and possibly hospitalisation of an injured person. However it is always possible that the 
extent of the injuries incurred may not be obvious at the time of the Incident / Accident and therefore it is 
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important that your leaders act on the side of caution when responding to any event which may have 
occurred. 
 
Please also note that Personal Accident claims are required to be lodged "within a reasonable time".  If 
the Insurer is prejudiced due to a late lodgement of a claim they may consider declining the claim or 
limiting the benefits payable to what would have been payable had the claim been lodged at a reasonable 
time.   
 
Denise Kruse 
Insurance Officer 
The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc. 

d.kruse@bigpond.com.au 
3/52 Beresford Street, Strathfield   NSW  2135 
Phone: (02)  9764  4232 
 

Camping permit in Budawangs over Easter 
  
A letter has been sent to the Club advising that all campers at Cooyoyo Creek over Easter (20 to 24 
March, 2008) require a permit. They can be obtained from Allan Norman (ranger at Ulladulla NPWS) on 
4454 9500 or from the web at www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au 
 

Annual General Meeting 12th February 2008  
 
Committee Members 

  
President Graham Wright 
Secretary Kay Rogers 
Treasurer Janis Jansons 
Walks Co-ordinator Lloyd Egan 
Committee Members Paul Blattman 
  Lee Cordner 
Training Officer John Murray 

 
Hans Henrichsen presented a slideshow on his recent trip to Kangaroo Island, South Australia. 
 
A demonstration was given on how to “pack light”.  Ted Booth and Graham Wright demonstrated their 
preferred weight saving methods but then were upstaged by John Murray. 
 
The references and equipment mentioned by John Murray at the AGM were: 
 

Melissa Harper, 'Ways of Bushwalking', UNSW Press. [Is maybe available from NSW Art 
Gallery shop - cheaper - if you are passing that way] 
 
Ray Jardine, "Beyond Backpacking" Adveture Lore. http://www.adventurelore.com 
 
Packs by Golite [GUST] 
 
Groundsheet material was 'Tyvek' 
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Camping Cookbook 
 
This new book provides 101 easy, tasty and quick recipes for cooking under camp conditions. It also has 
the carry weight calculated for walkers on every recipe and ingredient. For more details see review in 
NPA Journal April-May 2007p34. A discounted price of $17 per book is offered to the Club if there is an 
order of 5 or more copies. If you are interested in ordering a copy please email: 
scbw.secretary@gmail.com or phone Jocelyn Booth on 4229 3284. 
   

Draft Plan of Management for Jervis Bay National Park and Wollamia 
Nature Reserve 
 
Copies of the plan may be obtained from: 
1. the NPWS South Coast Region Office at 55 Graham St, Nowra (ph 4423 2170) 
2. NPWS Nowra Area Office, 104 Flat Rock Rd, West Nowra (ph 4428 6300) 
3. the Jervis Bay Marine Park Office, 50 Owen St, Huskisson 
4. the NPWS website: www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au 
   
Comments are welcome and the closing date is 10 March,2008. 
 

 
Club Raffle 
  
The Bushwalking Club has a Distress Beacon or EPIRB available for all club members to borrow for 
remote location activities. However, the one the Club owns is now old technology and could be turned off 
sometime in 2008 or early 2009. At the Committee meeting last week it was decided that the Club needed 
to fund raise to purchase the new version (406MHz with GPS) of PLB (Personal Locator Beacon). The 
cost is about $650. 
 
Lloyd Egan has been successful in obtaining donations of two useful items for bushwalking; Walking 
Pole and a 2 litre hydration pack, due to the generosity of Getaway Camping at Unanderra. So the Club is 
running a raffle with prizes to be drawn at the May meeting. Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. Please 
support the Club by buying tickets and taking 10 tickets to sell at your work place, family, friends, 
neighbours. Tickets can be obtained at the meeting, by emailing Jocelyn Booth at 
scbw.secretary@gmail.com or ringing 4229 3284. 
 
The Club is planning on holding a special meeting at Getaway Camping later in the year. 
 
Stoves on Aircraft  
Article courtesy of Willis's Walkabouts Newsletter – January 2008. 
 
If you are coming on one of our trips, you don't need to worry about a stove. If you are flying interstate or 
overseas to do a walk where you need a stove, you might have a problem bringing your stove. The 
Australian Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) website says that bushwalking stoves and fuel bottles 
"require the explicit approval of the airline or aircraft operator that you are going to fly with. You will 
need to contact them to find out how they would like you to pack, prepare and carry these items." 
They also say what you need to do "to nullify the hazard with camping stoves and fuel tanks". If you 
think you might have a problem, it might be worth printing the following (either from this newsletter or 
from the CASA website) and bringing it with you when you travel. 
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"The International Air Transport Association (IATA) have made the following suggestions to nullify the 
danger from a fuel tank or stove that has contained flammable liquid fuel: The empty fuel tank or 
container must be allowed to drain for at least 1 hour. The fuel tank and/or container must then be left 
uncapped for a minimum of six hours to allow any residual fuel to evaporate. Alternative methods, such 
as adding cooking oil to the fuel tank and/or container to elevate the flash point of any residual liquid 
above the flash point of the flammable liquid and then emptying the fuel tank and/or container are equally 
acceptable. The fuel tank and or container must then have the cap securely fastened and be wrapped in an 
absorbent material such as paper towel and placed in a polyethylene or equivalent bag. The top of the bag 
must then be sealed or gathered and closed with an elastic band or twine." 
 
2007 Club Christmas Party 
 
Author:   Ted Booth 

 
What can be said, 15 members came laden with food and drinks. We enjoyed the afternoon. We had our 
photograph taken on the balcony of Joce and Ted’s Equinox apartment in North Wollongong so it could go in the 
Newsletter! 
 
Sorry if you didn’t make it. We heard tall stories about Tasmania trips past and planned from Lee, planned 
escapades in South Australia by Kay, Graham was recruiting for the Main Range, Joce was looking for volunteers 
for the 2008 Executive and Paul (our newsletter editor) was pumping, as usual, for pics and reports – hence this 
fine two paragraph report and pic! 
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SCBW Trip Reports 
 
Meryla Pass Bike Ride 
A real road test for a fancy mountain bike on approval! 
 
Author & Leader:   Ted Booth 
 
Kate Ratcliffe isn’t one to buy without trying. It was a good ‘con job’ (by Kate) or a fancy sales pitch by the sales 
staff at Spearmans Cycles!  Take a 4.5 k bike for the day and “see how you go”! 
 
Australia Day 2008 couldn’t have been a better day for a bush and fire-trail cycle. Four club members; Jenny 
Adams, Dave Whitelaw, Kate Ratcliffe and myself were joined by four of Ted’s cycling friends for the trip. Three 
of the four friends hadn’t seen each other for between 10 and school days!  

The route from Fitzroy 
Falls via Redhill, 
Gunrock and Meryla 
Fire Trails was fast and 
without the soft sand or 
mud of previous trips. 
Meryla Road was free 
of cars and a short 
break overlooking 
Crankeys and Yarrunga 
Creeks was mandatory.  
 
Kate didn’t quite make 
one fallen branch in a 
soft patch of sand and 
carried a small knee 
wound that produced 
7.5 drops for fresh 
blood. No spills or 
gravel slides down the 
500 metre Griffins Fire 
Trail descent.  

 
Swim ‘with togs’ in Yarrunga Creek [19C] was on the 
pre-lunch agenda. Nettle stings coming up through the old 

homestead ruins were eased by an application 
of crushed bracken trips and spittle paste. 
[Jenny recommends this anecdote for black ant 
bites in the more sensitive parts.] 
 
The wade across Yarrunga Creek [see pics] 
was without incident – though someone was a 



The South Coast Bushwalking Club Newsletter, March 2008             Page 8 of  15 

bit precious about their riding shoes and did a bare foot. The legendary climb from the creek is not without 
challenge. All tried hard but were overcome by the grade, sweat running down their brows causing visual 
distractions, loose stones, a final lack of will from pain or a walk and the ambience of the humid afternoon. Your 
trip leader was king of the mountain and the only one to make the NPWS barrier at Sentinel Rocks.  
 
The rolling ground around the western and southern slopes of Moolatoo is always a great ride. Short breaks at the 
western end of Jacks Corner Road and at the Pump Station were taken before a ‘fang’ back on the bitumen to the 
trailer and the esky of cold beers [see pic]. 
 
The bike on approval looked like it had been through 4 mud holes and was clearly a little less pristine than the one 
on the Figtree showroom floor. Watch this space for the final price she pays! 
 
A great ride with good company and we all home by 1700 hours. 
 
The endless cascades of Barrengarry Creek 
(Belmore Falls & below) 6 January 2008 
 
Author & Leader:  David Carmichael 
Participants: Lloyd, Steve D, Dave S, Laurie, Steve L, 
Greg 
 
The day dawned fine with clearing mist from the previous 
night’s rain.  The party gathered at Hindmarsh Lookout on 
the eastern escarpment approximately 1 km around from 
the majestic Belmore Falls, which were hidden from view 
by a bend in the landscape. 

 

Studying the map, before departing from the cars, a short 
debate ensued in relation to which direction the circular 
walk should undertake.  Laurie’s view on approaching the 
trip after crossing the causeway on the main road was 
adopted as the best plan and the party was soon headed 
along the cliff line fence stopping briefly at a closer 
lookout for a superb view of the double tiered main falls. 
 
After passing the causeway we briefly headed cross-
country through a bracken filled forest before locating an 
old road which we followed for a short distance until 
diverting down into the semi rain forest environment 
between Burrawang and Barrengarry Creeks.  

 
Morning tea was taken on a rock platform that afforded excellent views towards the distant green pastures of the 
farmlets in Kangaroo Valley. 
 
The party pushed on, locating an old, benched track, which made our progress easier through the lush vegetation.  
Coming upon a sharp bend in the track, a large rock was found leaning against the steep slope of the valley.  On the 
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underside were several vibrant hand prints.  The fresh appearance cast doubts over the authenticity but the sight 
was still impressive.  Pressing on we later found a large rock overhang.  On its protected ceiling a number of fainter 
paintings, depicting a range of Australian animals, were evident - again an impressive and appreciated sight to 
behold.   
 
The party now descended steeply into the upper reaches of Burrawang Creek - a delight of small cascades, ferns, 
mossy rocks, and dark tree canopies overhead.  Shortly, we came to the brink of the falls which trumpet Burrawang 
Creek’s entry into Barrengarry.  Standing on a rocky platform the cascading water could be observed tumbling 
away out of sight over the edge of a substantial drop. 
 
We again picked up the old track to 
traverse into the Barrengarry valley 
proper before descending steeply to its 
creek bed, a hand line set in place by 
Laurie helping with the steep gradient 
of the last 50 metres.   
 
Our arrival point on the creek was mid 
way between a 40m waterfall upstream 
and a set of steep cascades downstream, 
which were immediately before the 
junction with Burrawang Creek.  We 
journey to the upstream waterfall 
briefly to gaze upon its majestic setting 
before turning our attention to 
negotiating the cascades below - done 
via skirting a series of boulders/rock 
ledges before finally negotiating the lip 
of the final drop to edge along side the 
rock wall on the left.  Now immediately before us a magical spot revealed itself - with a glimmering pool, bounded 
by rock walls on 3 sides and with 2 waterfalls entering on the upstream side - one of those memorable spots you 
find in the bush which prompts strong memories, long after the trip is done.  

 
Lunch is taken at this scenic location 
before we headed further down stream 
(200m), leaving our packs behind, in 
search of a small natural arch and a giant 
fig tree - both of which were located and 
admiringly viewed from various angles.   
 
Our focus was now on going upstream.  
Arriving back at the confluence of the 
Burrawang/Barrengarry creeks we opted 
for a delightful swim before tackling the 
steep slope to get around the 40m falls 
further ahead.  When done, on returning 
to the creek bed, a number of step 
waterfalls were encountered - the best 
route being up through the middle - the 
blocks of rock forming a watery, natural 
staircase.   
 

Eventually the party re-entered the forest to negotiate a way to the rock platform to the top of the lower main falls.  
At this point the upper main falls plunges 80m into a large cliff lined pool.  Several of the party raced for a swim 
and managed to float partly under the falling cascade, the plummeting water pounding on their bodies.   
 
From the rock platform an old forgotten tourist track is easily followed, winding its way through the upper cliff line 
and eventually back to the cars. 
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An excellent short walk to start the club program in 2008 and one which will hopefully be repeated next summer! 
 
Li-Loing Du Faur Creek 12-1-08 
 
Author & Leader:  Lloyd Egan 
Participants: Allison, Hans, Sam and Garry, Susanna, Sandra and Lloyd. 

 
The day started with brilliant sunshine, we headed 
off from Mount Wilson Fire Station and made our 
way along a ridge and then beside a creek to our 
drop in point. We descended a rope from a tree 
into a side creek then scrambled another 40m into 
Du Faur. Then we began the ritual ‘fitting of the 
wetsuit and inflation of the lilo’. This was a new 
experience for Sam and Garry, who by the end of 
day were totally impressed by the journey. 
Commenting on the beauty of the canyon, Hans 
who had done a section of the Wollangambe many 

years ago, also enjoyed the experience.  He 
also was impressed by how friendly the 
atmosphere was between everyone. Allison, 
Sandra and myself have done this trip 
previously, it is one of Sandra’s Favourites. 
Due to the recent rains, the water level was 
up from our last trip, allowing more 
extended liloing sections to lie back on our 
lilos and enjoy the surroundings. 
 
While going thru the canyon, logs were 
wedged in-between the canyon walls 
around 2 metres or so above the waterline, 

showing us the volume of water that had 
passed through. We had some comical 
entertainment along the way. Susanna’s lilo 
was so small, I thought she might have 
stolen it from a midget. Everyone had a go 
at either jumping with or onto their lilos 
from a large tree stump. Susanna held hers 
against her chest and then fell forward, 
hoping this would work. Alas Susanna I am 
afraid not. She simply totally submerged 
below the water and popped up without her 
lilo, it gave Susanna and us a good laugh. 
Then Sandra gave it a go. She landed on 
the water with a thud and then slid off 
sideways while still clinging onto her lilo 
for dear life, next there was a thrashing of 
water as she kicked her way along in the 
canyon, herself and us all laughing.  
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We were greeted by an afternoon thunderstorm. This was only short lived, but enough to cool the temperature and 
us down. We arrived at our exit point from the Wollangambe River, at a large log, where we usually get our gear 
off and deflate our lilos. They must have had some decent rain as the log had been moved from its previous 
position. We then returned to our cars at the Fire station, stopping on our return trip at the Lapstone Hotel for a bite 
to eat and drinks while reminiscing over what a great day we had shared. 
 
Killalea State Park Day Walk, 13 January, 2008 
 
Author: Joce Booth   Photographer: Hans Hendrichsen 
Walkers: Mark Delaney, Joce Booth, Hans Hendrichsen 
 

A small band of SCBW met at Killalea Beach on 
a fine warm day. Hans had done his first activity 
with Lloyd as li-lo leader down Du Faur Creek 
the day before and still was ready for an 8am 
start! Mark is a veteran of the walk having 
completed it 3 years running! 
 
The road access to Killalea Park has changed to 
travel through Shell Cove and there is a new 
parking area down on the southern end of the 
beach. 
 
Mark and Joce 
 

The wetland was full of water after the rain with 
plenty of black swans to be seen on the far side. The 
grass on the headland was high after the rain and a bit 
more difficult to navigate than in previous years. 
Walking on the rocks around Maloneys Bay was 
much easier. The swim at Bushrangers Bay was very 
welcome as the day warmed. 
 
After lunch, we walked around to Bass Point to view 
the monument to the shipwreck and returned to 
Maloney Bay along the track on the northern side of 
Bass Point. The afternoon was very warm so a 
second swim was enjoyed at Killalea Beach. The 
clouds were getting blacker and the drive home was 
through a monsoonal downpour. 
 
As usual, Killalea is a pleasant day walk in summer. 
 
 
Kimberley Trip 27 May – 23 June 2007 
 
Author:  Paul Blattman. 
 
(Continued from Sept & Dec 2007 newsletters).  A slideshow of the entire trip was presented by Paul Blattman and 
Lloyd Egan at the SCBW General Meeting on 21st November.  The pictures in the slideshow were a compilation of 
photos taken by all of the people who were on the trip. 
 
 
 

Natural bridge 
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Section 3. Carr Boyd Range, June 10 – 14. 
 
After restocking our food supplies at the supermarkets in Kununurra and another overnight stay at the Kimberley 
Croc Backpackers we were picked up after breakfast and bussed firstly to the airport where we were to pick up 
another walker who was to join us from another Willis’s walk on the Mitchell Plateau.  There was no sign of the 
walker and after a reasonable wait and a couple of phone calls to Willis’s HQ in Darwin, the decision was made to 
proceed with one walker short.  The bus then took us to the river’s edge where we were loaded onto a high speed 

aluminium tour boat for the approx 
36km run up the Ord to the starting 
point of our walk.  The ride along 
the river revealed a few freshwater 
crocs sunning themselves on the 
banks and a healthy population of 
all sorts of waterfowl. 
 
Walking on this section were 
Cassie the guide and her partner 
Lou, Ivor, who had been with us in 
the Bungle Bungles and now 
rejoined us after a week “resting” 
in Kununurra, Lloyd, Sandra and 
myself. 
 
Botany lesson 
 

We started off from Coolamon Ck and headed across 
several kms of flat plains covered in tall speargrass and 
from time to time followed one of the tributary streams 
lined with paperbark trees and pandanus.  Lou’s day 
job was as a botanist with the NT Department Of 
Agriculture so we spent a lot of time interrogating him 
about various plant species we encountered along the 
way and Cassie explained how some plant roots were 
used by the aborigines in the past for making a dye for 
their woven artifacts.  By lunchtime we had arrived at a 
large waterfall feeding an equally large, ice-cold plunge 
pool in the shadow of a tall cliff.  This was to be our 
campsite for the night.  A quick swim was the order of 
the day but the water was too cold to stay in for long.  
Then while we settled down for lunch a small 
helicopter made several low passes over us and 
someone in the chopper was waving at us and pointing 
down along the creek.  It turned out to be Bob, the 
walker we missed at the airport.  There had been some 
problem with his chopper flight from the Mitchell 
Plateau resulting in him missing our bus so Willis’s 
flew him out to catch up with us. 
 

Icy swim for Lloyd & Sandra 
 
After lunch the now slightly larger group, carrying only daypacks, explored up the creek to several more waterfalls 
and swam in one of the pools higher up the gorge.  The pools higher up were not as cold as the first one since the 
water was coming down from areas that got more sunlight. 
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Next morning we climbed up out of the gorge to 
get above the waterfalls we had already 
explored.  After a bit of rock scrambling and 
some wading through prickly Spinifex we came 
to a smaller waterfall with a nice clear pool and 
small sandy beach.   
 
Sandra sucking nectar from a grevillea 
 
This was to be campsite for the second night.  
Leaving our main packs we now explored 
further up the creek to another 3 waterfalls, each 
with a beautiful pool at its base.  Naturally we 

stopped for a swim in each one.  Along the banks of 
the creek there was a lot of fern-leafed grevillea 
flowering.  The flowers were loaded with sweet 
nectar, which we sucked from the blossoms with 
gusto.  Back at the campsite we had a stone skimming 
competition before another one of Cassie’s superb 
meals around a glowing campfire. 

 
On the morning of day three we headed up the 
creek past a couple of the waterfalls we saw 
the previous day before branching off and 
heading up and over the main range.  We 
crossed several almost-dry creeks and a 
couple more ridges before eventually 
descending mid-afternoon to Packsaddle Ck.  
Here the “A-team” went off to find a known 
rock art site on a small side creek.  The 

overhangs with a small quantity of rock 
art were guarded by hundreds of paper 
wasp nests with squadrons of large black 
and yellow wasps.  These wasp nests were 
to be found in great proliferation on all of 
the cliffs and canyon walls everywhere we  
went in the Kimberley.  We eventually 
made our way down along the creek to set 
up camp at a superb spot alongside 
another beautiful large pool with a large 
sandy beach.  The creek at this point had a 
large volume of water flowing down a 
series of long, gentle, rocky cascades. 
 

Cascades near day 3 campsite 
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Day four saw the “A team” forming an advance party to follow the creek through thick grass, tall paperbarks, 
prickly pandanus, sandy sections and occasional large boab trees.  The “A team” explored a side creek but we took 
a wrong turn and ended up in a similar looking but the wrong creek to the one we were looking for.  By the time we 
had adjusted our navigation and got back to the correct creek Cassie had arrived with the “B team”.  We all then 
headed over a tall ridge and down into a small gorge with more large pools and swimming opportunities and our 

lunch spot.  In the afternoon we 
continued down the main Packsaddle 
Ck through sometimes tall and very 
thick grass to set up camp for the final 
night beside another pool very similar to 
the previous night with an even larger 
sandy beach and rocky cascades. 
 
Day five brought us to a beautiful 
section of large cascades and waterfalls.  
A freshwater croc was briefly seen in a 
large pool but it dived out of sight as 
soon as it saw us.  We found a rock with 
what looked like fossil dinosaur 
footprints.  More swims.  At one point 
we walked within half a metre of a 1-
metre long water monitor, which was 
not at all bothered by our close 
proximity – a great photo opportunity. 
 

In the early afternoon we emerged from the gorge and walked about a km along a dusty dirt road to where the bus 
was waiting to take us back to Kununurra. 
 
Blue Sky and Water, a Few Scratches and a Lad on a Fat Boy: Joce’s Jervis Bay 
[Booderee NP] trip in February 
 
Author:  Ted Booth. 

 
When was the last dry Sunday this 
summer? The 10th Feb was as good as 
it gets.  
Hans Henrichsen, Kay Rogers, Barry 
Thomas, Qiuming Lin, Ian 
Bloodworth, Bob Morton, Christine 
Steeles and Joce and Ted Booth had 
coffee and a pee at Bomaderry Macas 
as is the custom. [See pic taken by a 
lovely Russian woman at Brooks 
Lookout] 
 
Hans decided to take his Harley 
Davidson for a run.  He trailed Joce in 
the XTrail until the Kiama bends – 
then the lad did his thing on the Fat 
Boy!  Kay was very impressed with its 
cobalt blue colour and big engine. 
 

The hanging swamp between Cape St George and Snapper Point on the original walk plan was considered by the 
Leader to be potentially a bit too muddy and scratchy. Gaiters had only been brought by those who knew the 
territory. So off we went to Steamers and the southern loop.  
 
A father and son team from the Kiama Anglers Club struggled up the beach path with over 30 kg of tailor and other 
assorted fish species and their gear from a successful night with pilchards and garfish bait. 
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The metal based trail is now well bedded down and the going 
was particularly social. The side excursion to check-out the 
chasm [The Wall] on the map was embarked upon a ‘little early’! 
I neglected to consult the map and worked from what turned out 
to be ‘imprecise instinct’. [A well recognised male 
characteristic]. 

 
Barry in sandals persisted over burnt and fallen tea tree, some cautiously lagged behind and others retreated 
(sensibly) to the road. After 10 minutes of rough going the slight inaccuracy of my instinct became apparent to all. 
A redirection and regrouping on the road was effected successfully. My penance was to provide cold beers for all at 
the end of the trip. Luckily, supplies had already been planned. 

 
Those who had not seen the feature [pic] 
were pleased at the second attempt  - just 
120 metres south from the track. Ian led 
the team back to the road. St Georges 
Head was given a miss and we headed 
straight to Kitty’s Beach for a delightful 
swim and lunch. Next time Qiuming. Even 
Barry salted his leg wounds. 

 
As the tide was closer to high than low, 
we only managed the rocks [pic] as far as 
Blacks Harbour. A steady pace was kept 
to the cars via a very full Blacks 
Waterhole. Two sea eagles soared 
overhead. Cold refreshments and salty 
chips were served at the cars. Joce was 
thanked for leading an excellent walk. 


