THE SOUTH COAST BUSH WALKING CLUB INC

hC
n':__pﬂ‘t L Og

F
E

{

O ——— o
“sh Walk®

BUSH TELEGRAPH No0.23
March 2008

New Members

The Club extends a warm welcome to the followingspective member:
Tom Malcher Samantha and Gary Bowden

Congratulations to the following walkers have coetgdl their Introductory Walks and are now full
members:

Megan Watson Hans Henrichsen

Qiuming Lin

News from The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs

1. Tracks:

Katoomba'’s Mining Tramways Michael Keats (Bush Club) sent information ois $ubject. Web site
http://www.infobluemountains.net.au/rail/ksr/kagarir.htm

A feature of this article was a map borrowed froandiey and Stephens “Shale Railways of NSW”,
published by the Australian Railways Historical Bogin 2000. This misleading map was modified to
show two long trestles (bridges) over Diamond (8p€reek and Corral Creeks on the Nellies Glen
Shale Mines Tramway in Megalong Valley (strictlyegaging Nellies Glen). This endless cable hauled
double tramway which ran from what is now the tewnsi of the Scenic Railway to the depot below the
Glen Shale Mines. At the Scenic Railway end thaeskkips were unhooked from the haulage cable and
transferred to a self actuating double tramway witilee loaded skips running downhill would pull the
empty skips on the other side of the tramway, wloadde ran over a pulley wheel at the top.

On being connected to the endless circulating ¢caldleeh pulled the skips through the Mount Rennie
Tunnel under Malaita Point, following the gentlging coal seam to emerge at what is now the Ladelsli
(accessible until the 1961 landslide closed ith i©S track to Narrowneck the tramway passed thnoug
two short tunnels (now collapsed) fairly easy talfon the Katoomba side of the current walkingkitac
Ruined Castle etc. Just before reaching Narrowttezkramway ran across a trestle (see Shale Ralwa
of NSW by Eardley and Stephens page 60 for phopdgyd he trestle has of course long gone, but the
cut footings to support the trestle poles are witlible in the rocks in the gully.

The tramway then entered the Daylight Tunnel follmthe gently rising coal seam but unlike the Mt.
Rennie Tunnel is little over a metre high and aldbotetres wide. The tramways telephone line
insulators are still visible in the tunnel, whicekdomes much higher towards the western end where it
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leaves the coal seam and is cut in solid rock. Wéstern portal of the tunnel was blown in (blayted
probably before World War 1. It was reopened lgyl#tte Dr. John Sutton and myself in January 1966
and has been well used since despite its wet amldiyntonditions. Just past the western portal ef th
Daylight Tunnel the tramway ran over a short teegl follow an undulating but straight track to tasge
turning wheels where it changed direction and Kigsshad to be disconnected and reconnected again a
they did at the terminus at either end.

The tramway ran along Megalong Valley — really MaliGlen — to descend after a short cutting to run
across another trestle (a long one) across thememhahallow creek, which drains Blue Mountaineers
Pass (Herbaceous Gully). The next stream the tegniad to cross was Diamond (Spray) Creek. The
internet map shows a long trestle over this creekas actually a short trestle over the entrenatredk.
On the next section the tramway rises (lots ofmédgdallen trees over this section of the tramwiya
deep cutting about 20 metres in length and 4 meleep before gently descending to the (men only)
Nellies Glen Shale Miners Village on Corral Creelkhwyet another short trestle across that creek and
rising gently across two more trestles to the tauwiat the Depot — the stockpile of shale belows#ie
acting tramway that transported the shale fromhthrezontal horse tramways that serviced the mines.

Giff Eardley and Philip Hammon (CEO Scenic Worldyh pointed out that the necessary tensioning
station for the endless cable that hauled the t@ynmas situated at the Depot. It is pleasing pore
that the large turning wheel at the top of the-aetiating tramway that serviced the horse tramway
still there. The stationary steam engine that pedi¢his tramway was located at the site of thegme
Scenic Railway complex.

Kosciuszko National Park The NPWS are busy finishing the new toilet blatliRawson’s Pass. This
toilet block will be covered with soil and revegethto disguise it.

2. Conservation Report

The NPWS is reminding everyone that all native atsand snakes in N.S.W. are protected by the
NPWS Act and heavy fines apply to anyone delibgrdtarming them.

Broken Dam Hut in the Kosciuszko National Park basn officially reopened for public use after
extensive rebuilding following an accidental fireli998.

DECC is considering stronger enforcement actigorédect Aboriginal heritage significant sites after
continued vandalism of the famous Tingha Stone Wonear Inverell.

A population boom of endangered brush tailed roakakies is underway in the wilds of the
Wollemi National Park north of Lithgow. This coubeé the happy legacy of a successful fox-baiting
program in the Wolgan Valley according to the NPWS.

The Barrington Tops and Mount Royal National Pankd Barrington Tops State Conservation Area
draft management plan is seeking submissions fhenpaiblic in order to successfully maintain the
broad scale conservation of a unique landscapeselplans of management are a social contract to
“represent a balance between the conservatioreafatural and cultural values of the area and the
provision of a wide range of sustainable recreatioise and public access.”

On December 3 the Assistant Environment Ministarity Firth, released the “Threatened and pest
animals of Greater Southern Sydney” report, which massive stock take of almost 450 species of
birds, mammals and reptiles. Approximately 80%hef mative species live in the catchment Green
belts around Sydney all the way down to Mittagond Robertson

5,000 megalitres of water is being released intoLtbwer Murrumbidgee floodplain to help save the
endangered southern bell frog and its habitat fiteendrought.

The Resolute picnic area is now open in the Kuiid@jease National Park following a $600,000
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amenities overhaul.

A draft POM for the Jervis Bay National Park andaamia Nature Reserve has gone on exhibition
until March 10, 2008.

3. Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.

Distress Beacons The Australian Marine Safety Authority (AMSA) hasntacted BWRS regarding
DISTRESS BEACONS. An EPIRB is one type of distiesacon that is intended for marine (NOT land)
use. Bushwalkers who want to carry a distress lveaeed to get a PLB (Personal Locator Beacon). AMSA
are reminding potential users of distress beaduatsthe older system of 121.5MHz beacons is atwbét
switched off. People who want a distress beacod teeove to the 406MHz system of beacons. Under
guidance from AMSA the information on distress lmecon our BWRS website has been extensively
updated. Sedttp://www.bwrs.org.au/bwr/pages/epirb.html

This currently is the most appropriate place fashwalkers to look for information regarding disgres
beacons and their use. Like all good websites there number of useful links for additional infation.

GPS Recently BWRS assisted Choice Magazine to &atral GPS receivers. An article will shortly be
published in Choice Magazine. BWRS would like t@ramvledge the kind offer of Choice Magazine who
have allowed us to publish this article — you cewfor free what you would normally pay for — see
http://www.bwrs.org.au/bwr/research/index.html

4. Insurance 2008 - 2009

Important Message Regarding Notification of Injuries under the Confederation’s Insurance
Policies

It is important for member Clubs to be aware thatfollowing have to be complied with in the eveht
an incident/accident occurring involvisgriouspersonal injury:

1. That a detailed Incident /Accident Report is pteted by the Leader of the Activity for the
Member Club’s records.

2. That the Member Club or leader notify the Coefation’s insurance officer Denise Kruse (email:
d.kruse@bigpond.com.pof the accident and our Insurance Brokers, MARSYLtd (Mr Fred
Grima: Phone (02) 9761 7328) is also notified @omfederation’s insurance officer can do that
or a claim form can be lodged).

3. That the injured person or their representatagiest a claim form from the Confederation’s
insurance officer for completion and return to MARBrespective of whether it is their intention
at that time to lodge a claim. This action is neeeg to ensure the interests of the injured person
are fully protected in the event that they wislptiosue a claim at a later date.

4, That a representative from the Member Club foligp with the injured person on a regular basis,
and no less than every six weeks, as to their pesgio full recovery. In the event that it is found
that the injured person may not be responding tdicaétreatment or that they may require long-
term treatment this fachust be reported to the Confederation’s insurance efficho will liaise
with the injured person.

An Incident / Accideninvolving serious personal injury will always be one that requires immediate
medical attention and possibly hospitalisationrofrgured person. However it is always possiblé tha
extent of the injuries incurred may not be obviatuthe time of the Incident / Accident and therefibis
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important that your leaders act on the side ofioauwhen responding to any event which may have
occurred.

Please also note that Personal Accident claimeegréred to be lodged "within a reasonable timié".

the Insurer is prejudiced due to a late lodgeméataaim they may consider declining the claim or
limiting the benefits payable to what would havem@ayable had the claim been lodged at a reasonabl
time.

Denise Kruse
Insurance Officer
The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

d.kruse@bigpond.com.au
3/52 Beresford Street, Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: (02) 9764 4232

Camping permit in Budawangs over Easter

A letter has been sent to the Club advising tHataahpers at Cooyoyo Creek over Easter (20 to 24
March, 2008) require a permit. They can be obtafraa Allan Norman (ranger at Ulladulla NPWS) on
4454 9500 or from the web atvw.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

Annual General Meeting 12" February 2008

Committee Members

President Graham Wright
Secretary Kay Rogers
Treasurer Janis Jansons
Walks Co-ordinator Lloyd Egan
Committee Members Paul Blattman
Lee Cordner
Training Officer John Murray

Hans Henrichsen presented a slideshow on his regemnd Kangaroo Island, South Australia.

A demonstration was given on how to “pack lighTed Booth and Graham Wright demonstrated their
preferred weight saving methods but then were gestéy John Murray.

The references and equipment mentioned by Johnaylatrthe AGM were:

Melissa Harper, 'Ways of Bushwalking', UNSW Pr¢issmaybe available from NSW Art
Gallery shop - cheaper - if you are passing thaflwa

Ray Jardine, "Beyond Backpacking" Adveture Ldni#p://www.adventurelore.com

Packs by Golite [GUST]

Groundsheet material was 'Tyvek'
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Camping Cookbook

This new book provides 101 easy, tasty and quicipes for cooking under camp conditions. It alse ha
the carry weight calculated for walkers on evegipe and ingredient. For more details see review in
NPA Journal April-May 2007p34. A discounted prideb@7 per book is offered to the Club if thereris a
order of 5 or more copies. If you are interestedrofering a copy please email:
scbw.secretary@gmail.coar phone Jocelyn Booth on 4229 3284.

Draft Plan of Management for Jervis Bay National Pak and Wollamia
Nature Reserve

Copies of the plan may be obtained from:

1. the NPWS South Coast Region Office at 55 Gragrmlowra (ph 4423 2170)
2. NPWS Nowra Area Office, 104 Flat Rock Rd, Wesinka (ph 4428 6300)

3. the Jervis Bay Marine Park Office, 50 Owen Stskisson

4. the NPWS websitevww.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au

Comments are welcome and the closing date is 1@iW2008.

Club Raffle

The Bushwalking Club has a Distress Beacon or ERdfRBlable for all club members to borrow for
remote location activities. However, the one thebQwns is now old technology and could be turniéd o
sometime in 2008 or early 2009. At the Committeeting last week it was decided that the Club needed
to fund raise to purchase the new version (406Mkk @PS) of PLB (Personal Locator Beacon). The
cost is about $650.

Lloyd Egan has been successful in obtaining donatas two useful items for bushwalking; Walking
Pole and a 2 litre hydration pack, due to the gesigrof Getaway Camping at Unanderra. So the @ub
running a raffle with prizes to be drawn at the Mageting. Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. Please
support the Club by buying tickets and taking t@dts to sell at your work place, family, friends,
neighbours. Tickets can be obtained at the medtingmailing Jocelyn Booth at
scbw.secretary@gmail.coar ringing 4229 3284.

The Club is planning on holding a special meetinGe@taway Camping later in the year.

Stoves on Aircraft
Article courtesy of Willis's Walkabouts Newsletter— January 2008.

If you are coming on one of our trips, you don&d&o worry about a stove. If you are flying intats or
overseas to do a walk where you need a stove, yght tmave a problem bringing your stove. The
Australian Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) absite says that bushwalking stoves and fuel Isottle
"require the explicit approval of the airline oraaft operator that you are going to fly with. Yl

need to contact them to find out how they woule Mou to pack, prepare and carry these items."

They also say what you need to do "to nullify tledrd with camping stoves and fuel tanks". If you
think you might have a problem, it might be wortinpng the following (either from this newsletter

from the CASA website) and bringing it with you wihgou travel.
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"The International Air Transport Association (IATAave made the following suggestions to nullify the
danger from a fuel tank or stove that has contaitaedmable liquid fuel: The empty fuel tank or
container must be allowed to drain for at leasbarhThe fuel tank and/or container must then ke le
uncapped for a minimum of six hours to allow ansidaal fuel to evaporate. Alternative methods, such
as adding cooking oil to the fuel tank and/or corgato elevate the flash point of any residualilig
above the flash point of the flammable liquid ahent emptying the fuel tank and/or container areakyu
acceptable. The fuel tank and or container must tia&e the cap securely fastened and be wrappsed in
absorbent material such as paper towel and placagolyethylene or equivalent bag. The top ofithe
must then be sealed or gathered and closed wighaatic band or twine."

2007 Club Christmas Party

Author: Ted Booth

What can be said, 15 members came laden with fowht dainks. We enjoyed the afternoon. We had our
photograph taken on the balcony of Joce and Teqisrex apartment in North Wollongong so it couldigdhe
Newsletter!

Sorry if you didn’t make it. We heard tall storiabout Tasmania trips past and planned from Lee,nptan
escapades in South Australia by Kay, Graham wasliteg for the Main Range, Joce was looking fotweers

for the 2008 Executive and Paul (our newslettetogdivas pumping, as usual, for pics and reportenrce this

fine two paragraph report and pic!
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SCBW Trip Reports

Meryla Pass Bike Ride
A real road test for a fancy mountain bike on appreal!

Author & Leader: Ted Booth

Kate Ratcliffe isn't one to buy without trying.Was a good ‘con job’ (by Kate) or a fancy salesipiy the sales
staff at Spearmans Cycles! Take a 4.5 k bike ferddy and “see how you go”!

Australia Day 2008 couldn't have been a better fitaya bush and fire-trail cycle. Four club membelsnny
Adams, Dave Whitelaw, Kate Ratcliffe and myself av@ined by four of Ted’s cycling friends for théptrThree
of the four friends hadn’t seen each other for leetw10 and school days!
- - The route from Fitzroy
Falls via Redhill,
Gunrock and Meryla
Fire Trails was fast and
without the soft sand or
mud of previous trips.
Meryla Road was free
of cars and a short
break overlooking
Crankeys and Yarrunga
Creeks was mandatory.

Kate didn’'t quite make
one fallen branch in a
soft patch of sand and
carried a small knee
wound that produced
7.5 drops for fresh
blood. No spills or
gravel slides down the
500 metre Griffins Fire
Trail descent.

Swim ‘with togs’ in Yarrunga Creek [19C] was on thg: %id
pre-lunch agenda. Nettle stings coming up throbhghotd

T

BEEe et B T D

T

homestead ruins were eased by an application
of crushed bracken trips and spittle paste.
[Jenny recommends this anecdote for black ant
bites in the more sensitive parts.]

The wade across Yarrunga Creek [see pics]
was without incident — though someone was a
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bit precious about their riding shoes and did selfaot. The legendary climb from the creek is nathaut
challenge. All tried hard but were overcome by tirade, sweat running down their brows causing Visua
distractions, loose stones, a final lack of wirfr pain or a walk and the ambience of the humierafton. Your
trip leader was king of the mountain and the omlg t make the NPWS barrier at Sentinel Rocks.

The rolling ground around the western and southleqres of Moolatoo is always a great ride. Shorakseat the
western end of Jacks Corner Road and at the PuatiprStvere taken before a ‘fang’ back on the bitartethe
trailer and the esky of cold beers [see pic].

The bike on approval looked like it had been throdghud holes and was clearly a little less pristhren the one
on the Figtree showroom floor. Watch this spacdHerfinal price she pays!

A great ride with good company and we all home BQOlhours.

The endless cascades of Barrengarry Creek
(Belmore Falls & below) 6 January 2008

Author & Leader: David Carmichael
Participants: Lloyd, Steve D, Dave S, Laurie, Steve Lj
Greg

The day dawned fine with clearing mist from the jwas &&
night's rain. The party gathered at Hindmarsh Ladkan §
the eastern escarpment approximately 1 km arouord f
the majestic Belmore Falls, which were hidden fraew
by a bend in the landscape.

Studying the map, before departing from the carshart
debate ensued in relation to which direction theutar
walk should undertake. Laurie’s view on approaghtime
trip after crossing the causeway on the main road w
adopted as the best plan and the party was soatetiea
along the cliff line fence stopping briefly at aosér
lookout for a superb view of the double tiered nfaiis.

After passing the causeway we briefly headed cross-
country through a bracken filled forest before towg an

old road which we followed for a short distance ilunt
diverting down into the semi rain forest environinen
between Burrawang and Barrengarry Creeks.

Morning tea was taken on a rock platform that aféat excellent views towards the distant green pastaf the
farmlets in Kangaroo Valley.

The party pushed on, locating an old, benched trnabich made our progress easier through the lugletagion.
Coming upon a sharp bend in the track, a large waskfound leaning against the steep slope oféllew On the
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underside were several vibrant hand prints. Thsehfrappearance cast doubts over the authentiditthbusight
was still impressive. Pressing on we later foutarge rock overhang. On its protected ceilingimber of fainter
paintings, depicting a range of Australian animalsye evident - again an impressive and apprecisigut to
behold.

The party now descended steeply into the upper esachBurrawang Creek - a delight of small cascaféess,
mossy rocks, and dark tree canopies overhead.tlghese came to the brink of the falls which trurhBairrawang
Creek’s entry into Barrengarry. Standing on a yoplkatform the cascading water could be observeabting
away out of sight over the edge of a substantiab.dr

We again picked up the old track t
traverse into the Barrengarry valle
proper before descending steeply to
creek bed, a hand line set in place |
Laurie helping with the steep gradie
of the last 50 metres.

Our arrival point on the creek was mi
way between a 40m waterfall upstrea
and a set of steep cascades downstre
which were immediately before the
junction with Burrawang Creek. Wd
Journey to the upstream Waterfa

before turning our attention to__ =
negotiating the cascades below - dofT
via skirting a series of boulders/roc
ledges before finally negotiating the ligs==
of the final drop to edge along side the
rock wall on the left. Now immediately before umagical spot revealed itself - with a glimmerirapp bounded
by rock walls on 3 sides and with 2 waterfalls eéntg on the upstream side - one of those memorgidés you
find in the bush which prompts strong memoriesglafter the trip is done.

Lunch is taken at this scenic location
before we headed further down stream
(200m), leaving our packs behind, in
search of a small natural arch and a giant
fig tree - both of which were located and
admiringly viewed from various angles.

Our focus was now on going upstream.
Arriving back at the confluence of the
Burrawang/Barrengarry creeks we opted
for a delightful swim before tackling the
steep slope to get around the 40m falls
further ahead. When done, on returning
to the creek bed, a number of step
waterfalls were encountered - the best
route being up through the middle - the
blocks of rock forming a watery, natural
staircase.

Eventually the party re-entered the forest to neg@th way to the rock platform to the top of thedo main falls.
At this point the upper main falls plunges 80m iattarge cliff lined pool. Several of the partged for a swim
and managed to float partly under the falling cdectghe plummeting water pounding on their bodies.

From the rock platform an old forgotten tourisickas easily followed, winding its way through thpper cliff line

and eventually back to the cars.
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An excellent short walk to start the club progran2008 and one which will hopefully be repeatedt isexnmer!

Li-Loing Du Faur Creek 12-1-08

Author & Leader: Lloyd Egan
Participants: Allison, Hans, Sam and Garry, Susanna, Sandra koydl L

e I ARE F b "

The day started with brilliant sunshine, we headed
off from Mount Wilson Fire Station and made our
way along a ridge and then beside a creek to our
drop in point. We descended a rope from a tree
into a side creek then scrambled another 40m into
Du Faur. Then we began the ritual ‘fitting of the
wetsuit and inflation of the lilo’. This was a new
experience for Sam and Garry, who by the end of
day were totally impressed by the journey.
Commenting on the beauty of the canyon, Hans
who had done a section of the Wollangambe many

years ago, also enjoyed the experience.
also was impressed by how friendly t
atmosphere was between everyone. Allisg
Sandra and myself have done this tr
previously, it is one of Sandra’s Favourite
Due to the recent rains, the water level w
up from our last trip, allowing morg
extended liloing sections to lie back on o
lilos and enjoy the surroundings.

While going thru the canyon, logs wer|
wedged in-between the canyon wal
around 2 metres or so above the waterl

showing us the volume of water that hdg®
passed through. We had some comig
entertainment along the way. Susanna’s |fi§
was so small, | thought she might hayg
stolen it from a midget. Everyone had a ¢
at either jumping with or onto their lilog%e
from a large tree stump. Susanna held h
against her chest and then fell forwar
hoping this would work. Alas Susanna | a
afraid not. She simply totally submergg
below the water and popped up without h
lilo, it gave Susanna and us a good laug
Then Sandra gave it a go. She landed
the water with a thud and then slid o
sideways while still clinging onto her lilo
for dear life, next there was a thrashing
water as she kicked her way along in t
canyon, herself and us all laughing.
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We were greeted by an afternoon thunderstorm. Whis only short lived, but enough to cool the terapege and
us down. We arrived at our exit point from the Vdathambe River, at a large log, where we usuallyogetgear
off and deflate our lilos. They must have had soreedt rain as the log had been moved from its pusvi
position. We then returned to our cars at the §tia#ion, stopping on our return trip at the Lapstéiotel for a bite
to eat and drinks while reminiscing over what aagjaay we had shared.

Killalea State Park Day Walk, 13 January, 2008

Author: Joce Booth Photographer: Hans Hendrichsen
Walkers: Mark Delaney, Joce Booth, Hans Hendrichsen

A small band of SCBW met at Killalea Beach on
a fine warm day. Hans had done his first activity
with Lloyd as li-lo leader down Du Faur Creek
the day before and still was ready for an 8am
start! Mark is a veteran of the walk having
completed it 3 years running!

The road access to Killalea Park has changed to
travel through Shell Cove and there is a new
parking area down on the southern end of the
beach.

Mark and Joce

The wetland was full of water after the rain wi'

more difficult to navigate than in previous yea
Walking on the rocks around Maloneys Bay w&8
much easier. The swim at Bushrangers Bay was ver
welcome as the day warmed. -

After lunch, we walked around to Bass Point to vi yﬁg:__

the monument to the shipwreck and returned ;&,
Maloney Bay along the track on the northern sid N
Bass Point. The afternoon was very warm so,a . *#
second swim was enjoyed at Killalea Beach. The
clouds were getting blacker and the drive home was
through a monsoonal downpour. Natural bridge

As usual, Killalea is a pleasant day walk in summer

Kimberley Trip 27 May — 23 June 2007
Author: Paul Blattman.
(Continued from Sept & Dec 2007 newsletters). ileshow of the entire trip was presented by PaattBlan and

Lloyd Egan at the SCBW General Meeting ofi' R&bvember. The pictures in the slideshow were apilation of
photos taken by all of the people who were on ttipe t
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Section 3. Carr Boyd Range, June 10 — 14.

After restocking our food supplies at the superratskn Kununurra and another overnight stay at<imeberley

Croc Backpackers we were picked up after breakdadt bussed firstly to the airport where we wer@itk up

another walker who was to join us from another Mglwalk on the Mitchell Plateau. There was nasig the

walker and after a reasonable wait and a couppghohe calls to Willis’'s HQ in Darwin, the decisisas made to

proceed with one walker short. The bus then tootouke river's edge where we were loaded ontoga kpeed
aluminium tour boat for the approx
36km run up the Ord to the starting
point of our walk. The ride along
the river revealed a few freshwater
crocs sunning themselves on the
banks and a healthy population of
all sorts of waterfowl.

Walking on this section were

Cassie the guide and her partner
Lou, Ivor, who had been with us in

the Bungle Bungles and now

rejoined us after a week “resting”

in Kununurra, Lloyd, Sandra and

myself.

Botany lesson

We started off from Coolamon Ck and headed acrg:
several kms of flat plains covered in tall speasgrand =
from time to time followed one of the tributaryesims |
lined with paperbark trees and pandanus. Lou’s day
job was as a botanist with the NT Department €

Agriculture so we spent a lot of time interrogatimgn
about various plant species we encountered aloag
way and Cassie explained how some plant roots
used by the aborigines in the past for making afdye jis
their woven artifacts. By lunchtime we had arrivada
large waterfall feeding an equally large, ice-coldnge
pool in the shadow of a tall cliff. This was to ber
campsite for the night. A quick swim was the order
the day but the water was too cold to stay in forgl
Then while we settled down for lunch a smg
helicopter made several low passes over us
someone in the chopper was waving at us and pgin
down along the creek. It turned out to be Bob,
walker we missed at the airport. There had beemes(
problem with his chopper flight from the Mitchel
Plateau resulting in him missing our bus so WilisEs
flew him out to catch up with us.

Icy swim for Lloyd & Sandra
After lunch the now slightly larger group, carryiogly daypacks, explored up the creek to severaématerfalls

and swam in one of the pools higher up the goffge pools higher up were not as cold as the finst €ince the
water was coming down from areas that got moreigioml
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stopped for a swim in each one. Along the banks of
the creek there was a lot of fern-leafed grevillea
flowering. The flowers were loaded with sweet

nectar, which we sucked from the blossoms with
gusto. Back at the campsite we had a stone skigimin
competition before another one of Cassie’s superb
meals around a glowing campfire.

overhangs with a small quantity of rock
art were guarded by hundreds of paper
wasp nests with squadrons of large black
and yellow wasps. These wasp nests were
to be found in great proliferation on all of
the cliffs and canyon walls everywhere we
went in the Kimberley. We eventually
made our way down along the creek to set
up camp at a superb spot alongside
another beautiful large pool with a large
sandy beach. The creek at this point had a
large volume of water flowing down a
series of long, gentle, rocky cascades.

Cascades near day 3 campsite

Page 13 of 15

Next morning we climbed up out of the gorge to
get above the waterfalls we had already
explored. After a bit of rock scrambling and
some wading through prickly Spinifex we came
to a smaller waterfall with a nice clear pool and
small sandy beach.

Sandra sucking nectar from a grevillea

This was to be campsite for the second night.
Leaving our main packs we now explored
further up the creek to another 3 waterfalls, each
with a beautiful pool at its base. Naturally we

On the morning of day three we headed up the
creek past a couple of the waterfalls we saw
the previous day before branching off and
heading up and over the main range. We
crossed several almost-dry creeks and a
couple more ridges before eventually
descending mid-afternoon to Packsaddle Ck.
Here the “A-team” went off to find a known

rock art site on a small side creek. The
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Day four saw the “A team” forming an advance paudyfollow the creek through thick grass, tall pdyeks,
prickly pandanus, sandy sections and occasionge laoab trees. The “A team” explored a side clrekve took
a wrong turn and ended up in a similar lookingthetwrong creek to the one we were looking for. tiBy time we
had adjusted our navigation and got back to theecbcreek Cassie had arrived with the “B team”e 8l then
headed over a tall ridge and down into a small gavgh more large pools and swimming opportunitesl our

lunch spot. In the afternoon we
continued down the main Packsaddle
Ck through sometimes tall and very
thick grass to set up camp for the final
night beside another pool very similar to
the previous night with an even larger
sandy beach and rocky cascades.

Day five brought us to a beautiful
section of large cascades and waterfalls.
A freshwater croc was briefly seen in a
large pool but it dived out of sight as
soon as it saw us. We found a rock with
what looked like fossil dinosaur
footprints. More swims. At one point
we walked within half a metre of a 1-
metre long water monitor, which was
not at all bothered by our close
proximity — a great photo opportunity.

In the early afternoon we emerged from the gorgkvaalked about a km along a dusty dirt road to wihe bus

was waiting to take us back to Kununurra.

Blue Sky and Water, a Few Scratches and a Lad onFat Boy: Joce’s Jervis Bay

[Booderee NP] trip in February

Author: Ted Booth.

When was the last dry Sunday this
summer? The 10th Feb was as good as

it gets.
Hans Henrichsen, Kay Rogers, Barry
Thomas, Qiuming Lin, lan

Bloodworth, Bob Morton, Christine
Steeles and Joce and Ted Booth had
coffee and a pee at Bomaderry Macas
as is the custom. [See pic taken by a
lovely Russian woman at Brooks
Lookout]

Hans decided to take his Harley
Davidson for a run. He trailed Joce in
the XTrail until the Kiama bends —
then the lad did his thing on the Fat
Boy! Kay was very impressed with its
cobalt blue colour and big engine.

The hanging swamp between Cape St George and SrRapperon the original walk plan was considerecthoy
Leader to be potentially a bit too muddy and scrateBaiters had only been brought by those who kttesv

territory. So off we went to Steamers and the sentthoop.

A father and son team from the Kiama Anglers Clubggled up the beach path with over 30 kg of tadlod other
assorted fish species and their gear from a suttesght with pilchards and garfish bait.
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The metal based trail is now well bedded down ardgbing
was particularly social. The side excursion to &hegat the
chasm [The Wall] on the map was embarked uporitke‘garly’!

| neglected to consult the map and worked from vihiated out
to be ‘imprecise instinct. [A well recognised male
characteristic].

Barry in sandals persisted over burnt and fallem ttee, some cautiously lagged behind and othdrsated
(sensibly) to the road. After 10 minutes of rougling the slight inaccuracy of my instinct becampaxpnt to all.
A redirection and regrouping on the road was eff@&uccessfully. My penance was to provide coldsoiee all at
the end of the trip. Luckily, supplies had alreaégt planned.

Those who had not seen the feature [pic]
were pleased at the second attempt - just
120 metres south from the track. lan led
the team back to the road. St Georges
Head was given a miss and we headed
straight to Kitty's Beach for a delightful
swim and lunch. Next time Qiuming. Even
Barry salted his leg wounds.

As the tide was closer to high than low,
we only managed the rocks [pic] as far as
Blacks Harbour. A steady pace was kept
to the cars via a very full Blacks
Waterhole. Two sea eagles soared
overhead. Cold refreshments and salty
chips were served at the cars. Joce was
thanked for leading an excellent walk.



