Presidents Report  - November 2011 General Meeting 
On the weekend my husband and I attended the BWRS 75th anniversary dinner.  Margaret Covi also attended. I'm sure Keith Maxwell will tell us more about the evening in his report however, I'd like to congratulate Keith and the BWRS on the event and all those receiving awards and the event organizers for a successful night. 

WEA Ramblers have been formally re-affiliated to the Confederation.   The Confederation took great pleasure in the re-affiliation of WEA Ramblers, a Club noted in clause 4 of the Confederation's constitution as a founding organisation of the Federation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW in 1932. I'd like to restate the Confederation's warm welcome back to the community of bushwalking and outdoor clubs in NSW.  We would also welcome a delegate from the WEA Ramblers to the Management Committee of the Confederation should they chose to appoint one. As many of you will be aware SBW arranged and hosted a ceremony to scatter some of Wilf Hilder's ashes at Narrow Neck. I'd like to thank and acknowledge SBW's efforts in organising this well attended ceremony. The NPWS was most helpful in granting and providing a vehicle access to Narrow Neck for a few attendees unable to walk out. Denise Kruse attended the ORIC Conference in August on behalf of the Confed. 

Jim Callaway attended the NCC Conference in late October.  Michael Maack, who has attended the NCC on behalf of the Confed and who has been Conservation Officer for many years, has not been well and was unable to attend this year's conference. Michael has been having treatment for a brain tumour. We would ask if there is any Club Member who would consider performing the role of Conservation Officer for the Confed for the foreseeable future to contact our office. Michael has been a long time supporter and contributor to the Confed in a number of roles. We wish him all the best at this very difficult and challenging time. 
We are reviewing the print run of the Bushwalker to reduce wastage. We are also exploring ways to deliver electronic copies to Club members and the public. We have no intention of no longer providing hard copies, we simply want to reduce waste and give Club Members the opportunity to receive the B directly and electronically from the Confed. 
We have had two Clubs affiliation lapsed due to non-payment of affiliation fees. 
We have received an application for affiliation from a small group. There are also a few ongoing enquiries about affiliation.     

SBW has followed up a number of issues with regards to the coverage provided under Bushwalking Australia's s PA insurance policy. More broadly insurance coverage will be discussed at this weekend's F2F in Tasmania and we will be proposing that BAI consider and obtain costings for changes to coverage on a number of categories. Any change of course will be subject to consultation with Clubs in NSW and the approval of all Bushwalking Australia (BA) member states.     

We are looking for a number of volunteers to assist the Confed, the details of which are as follows:

· Website review and update – we'd be very interested in hearing from any volunteers with suitable experience and skills, especially anyone with the skills to project manage the review and update; 
· We are looking for Club members willing to assist on the review of the Confed's constitution. Ideally we would 4 like to hear from 4 volunteers, 2 from city clubs and 2 from country clubs. Access to email to review documents online would be preferable with meetings to be held via conference call facility to allow country club participation. We would like to hold our first meeting in February/March 2012; and

· Conservation officer – as detailed earlier we would like to hear from anyone interested in acting as CO for the Confed during the illness of our current CO.

We'd ask Clubs to circulate these details to their members and friends. Any interested volunteers please contact Gail at our office at admin@bushwalking.org.au or at 9565 4005.

I note that Margaret Covi will remain the Confed's Public Officer for 2011/12.
Dodie Green – President
AAS 

ORIC have now updated their website for the release of Version 1.0 of NSW's Adventures Activity Standards (AAS). The website confirms that:

· Version 1.0 documents were  submitted for legal review and comment;

· an independent legal firm wrote  a legal chapter and other legal text and instruments for the documents;

· The documents were submitted to the ORIC Board for approval in August 2011 with approval granted for release;

· The Minister for Sport and Recreation, the Hon Graham Annesley released the NSW AAS  on 20th August 2011. 

I have emailed ORIC today, November 15 2011, asking for a CD containing the AAS documents. 
Dodie Green – AAS Sub-committee Chair.
Bushwalking Australia 
The face to face meeting will be held this weekend just outside Hobart. Both of the NSW delegates, will be attending the meeting. Reasonable travel costs have been approved by the MC for delegates. The AGM will be held as part of the weekend's proceedings.  The draft agenda has been circulated to delegates. BV President is doing a presentation titled "The Future for Bushwalking organizations. Some radical approaches needed?’ BAI Insurance officer will be facilitating a session on BAI's PA insurance and other insurance issues.  Ed Youds, NSW  Deputy Delegate to BA will also be presenting on ’National Park Fees across Australia, is there a problem?’ 

We will report back and circulate presentations where we have been granted permission to do so by the various presenters.  
Dodie Green – BA Delegate
