
The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 12 November  2011 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

1. The meeting opened at 7.35pm with apologies from Denise Kruse, Mitchell Isaacs & Ed Youds
New delegates Paul Jennings & Andrew Pratley from the Nordic Ski Club, & Don Mulligan & Judy Green from WEA Ramblers, were welcomed by the President. The Minutes of the previous meeting were adopted. Moved Jan Wouters, seconded David Trinder. Jim Callaway noted that he had not received the minutes as he did not receive email & we will endeavour to provide copies in future. 

 

2. There were no matters arising from the minutes.

 

3. A summary of the Correspondence in & out - that there was a letter from Don Mulligan noting the re-admission of WEA Ramblers to Confederation, various letters & emails to & from clubs re insurance & affiliation payments, to & from SBW re insurance & other issues, meeting minutes had been sent out to all clubs, to Shoalhaven Bushwalkers on various concerns, & there was a new membership application from a bushwalking & yoga club which would need the BAI insurance officer to approve – was given by the President & adopted, moved by Jan Wouters, seconded by Charles Bowden.

 

4. The President’s Report as attached was adopted, moved by Jan Wouters,  seconded by Charles Bowden.

 

5. Treasurer’s Report as attached was adopted, moved by Jan Wouters,  seconded by Charles Bowden. Accounts for payment of wages to Gail Clifford (AO), BAI affiliation fees & Barry Hanlon’s expenses for production of The Bushwalker were approved, moved by Jim Callaway, seconded by Keith Maxwell.

 

6. Reports from sub-committees – 

6.1. The Bushwalker Spring edition was available tonight.

 

6.2. It was reported to us that Michael Maack, our Conservation Officer, is very ill & cannot continue in this role. Confederation sends its best wishes to him.  We ask for a volunteer to fill this role.
Jim Callaway reported that he had attended as our representative the Nature Conservation Council (NCC) Conference which took place on Oct 29-30. There were various workshops, Greens representatives took part, & there were motions for support of the work of NCC & for preserving World Heritage National Parks.

 

6.3.Tracks & Access – David Trinder, Tracks & Access Officer, said that he would be forwarding a written report soon, & that he was continuing to look into the issues of whether clubs could assist in volunteer work on tracks in national parks & bush regeneration & weed management, & whether a track system with facilities & huts, NZ style, could be set up in NSW. There was a query about what was happening with a plan of management for the Royal NP & whether improved access to Claustral Canyon had been found, & it seems it has not.

 

6.4. Insurance-Legal Group – Dodie Green reported that work is continuing on the Risk Management review. There has been discussion of ways to simplify it.

 

The reports were adopted, moved by Jim Callaway, seconded by Jan Wouters.

 

7. The Bushwalkers’ Wilderness Rescue (BWRS) report from Keith Maxwell as attached was adopted, moved by Jan Wouters, seconded by Charles Bowden

 

8.Bushwalking Australia Inc. Report The President reported that the BAI face to face meeting is to be held on the coming weekend & will be attended by herself & Ed Youds. The BAI agenda includes discussion of the future of bushwalking organisations, led by Victoria, the future shape of PA insurance, increasing participation in outdoor activities, reciprocal arrangements between clubs, updates by states on what is happening in their states, the AGM, National Parks & their fees across Australia, & David Reid will talk on private national parks & reserves. Our delegates’ costs have already been approved.
The report was adopted, moved by Jim Callaway, seconded by Jan Wouters

 

9. General Business
Lyn Gett noted that we are revising the risk management guidelines & said that as many clubs had now adopted gradings based on our current grading guidelines, we should keep to these to avoid unnecessary work to clubs in changing these.

 

The President reported that the AAS guidelines had now been put out. They had had a legal review & a legal chapter has been added. She also said we had now received a formal invitation to have a representative on the ORIC board, & next week she was to speak to ORIC about Confederation.

 

Belinda Keir who is the first aid instructor for BWRS, reported to us that attendance at their Senior First Aid courses had fallen. She would like clubs to promote these courses through Confederation, by getting the courses onto club programs, possibly as a standard head or footer. One day flexible delivery courses are now given, with online theory study in advance. The courses are run at Leichhardt. Belinda wants to undertake succession planning – that is a new trainer is needed to eventually replace her & another trainer to teach some of the courses now is needed.  Clubs can encourage club members by subsidising their first aid training.  Belinda told us that from this week Senior First Aid has been renamed Applied First Aid & would cost $120, part of a new fee structure.

 

Belinda also reported that she had placed at Splendour Rock information on the club members fallen in WW2, whose names are read out each year.

 

Don Mulligan, the WEA Ramblers delegate, said his club were very happy to be re-affiliated. They were an active club of 523 members with interested delegates who may be available to take on further roles. He suggested that we arrange chairs in a semi-circle or other better format for future meetings for easier hearing for delegates.

 

10. The date of next General Meeting is February 21. The meeting closed at 8.55pm
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