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The last two months have been very busy for BWRS with multiple Callouts, Standbys, training, grant applications and public relations.  This report covers only some of our activities for these two months.
SEARCHES.  BWRS assisted NSW Police in searching in the Sydney Region on 14 April and 1 May.  On each occasion the particular Police involved noted our professionalism.  While each search was inconclusive the missing (disturbed) person from 1st May was noticed deceased in the Lane Cove River a few days later. 
STANDBYS.  There were two alerts.  On 28 April BWRS went on alert (standby) when severe weather in Northern NSW looked like it might compromise NSW Police helicopter response to a PLB (distress beacon).  There was a Sydney Region alert on 19 April.  Both incidents were resolved quickly and did not require a callout of BWRS. 

TRAINING.  Extreme wet weather on March 20 limited the possible Vertical Rescue revision.  Fortunately, there was better weather on 7 – 8 May for our usual Mogo Creek training of essential competencies.  Once again there was a joint exercise with another VRA Squad; Australian Civil Aerial Patrol (ACAP) doing practice aerial searches.
Over the weekend of March 26 – 27 BWRS held its autumn major Operational Exercise at Yalwal beside Danjerra Dam.  Teams were tasked as though it was a real remote area search and rescue incident.  Progress on Saturday was slow with steady scrub but progress on Sunday was much faster coming over a high plateau.  Several new members were able to complete a number of competencies.
NavShield is fast approaching.  The site for this event on 2 – 3 July has been selected.  This is always a great way to practice navigation at a friendly event with emergency services personnel.  BWRS deliberately has a mix of easy to difficult checkpoints.  Bushwalking Clubs can participate in either the one day or two day event.  Team registration should open soon at our website. NavShield is recognised by the State Rescue Board and is important publicity for BWRS.  Many SES / RFS / VRA squads look forward to NavShield each year.

Our Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) courses regularly attract many trainees due their content and the excellent Instructor.  A RAFA course was run during March in the Newcastle area.  Another course will commence on May 14 – 15.  You will be required to put aside four days of two weekends for this outstanding / realistic training.
Unfortunately, the Senior First Aid course scheduled for late May has been postponed due to a hiccup in planning.  The next course will be held on November 5th.
See our BWRS website for all upcoming First Aid courses and the relevant registration procedure.  Full payment of the course fee is required to confirm a course booking.. 
Maintaining equipment is an ongoing process for BWRS.  You may know that BWRS is the custodian for a small block of Crown Land in the western suburbs as a site for a headquarters / storage shed.  Demolition of old buildings will soon occur.  The Troop Carrier was serviced in April and eventually passed its annual RTA inspection for roadworthiness.

PUBLICITY.  On April 16 – 17 & April 25 BWRS supplied Safety Teams for two outdoor endurance events.  The members involved represented BWRS well and had an enjoyable time  

BWRS turns 75 later this year and is having an Anniversary Dinner.  The venue has been selected and planning is well underway for (hopefully) this great event.  Invitations to Clubs will go out shortly.
MAPS.  BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  The more you buy the cheaper the map with our bulk discount!  For a list of maps see our website - http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=node/462 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 

