The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th February 2011 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Michael Maack (BMCS), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Larry Nolan (CMW)

Visitors   Terry Redmond (All Nations)

Apologies   L McMillan, W Hilder

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the January Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted with the following amendment:


Present:  Insert “Wilf Hilder (SBW)”.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
C Bowden
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   B Montague-Drake - Advertising Enquiry;   BAI - Risk Management 


Guidelines, Final Version;   D Parsa, NSW State Library - Affiliation Enquiry


J Murray - Kanangra-Boyd NP re Camp rubbish at junction Christys Creek 


and the Kowmung;   P Bianchi - Bushwalking article re Walking the Canning 


Stock Route


Out:   B Montague-Drake - Advertising Information;   D Parsa, NSW State 


Library - Affiliation Information;   Advertisers’ Invoices;   Subscriber Renewals;   


Clubs - Administration Officer Position Vacant Ad.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


Barbara advised of a quiet period with ING interest and employment expenses only.  


Administration Officer
$ 730.75
Salary  -  January


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


AustralianSuper
65.75
Super  -  January


Aust. Taxation Office
117.00
2Q BAS


National Parks Association
145.95
Quarterly Expenses


B Hanlon
250.00
“The B” February


R Caffin
100.00
“The B” February


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


No Report tabled.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

I recently received an email from an A.C.T club suggesting that there had been some movement or progress on the NSW AAS.  I will follow this up with ORIC and update Clubs.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
M Covi
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


See Report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
M Covi
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

9.
General Business

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th March 2011 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President’s Report  -  Dodie Green

It is a quiet time of year and there is not much to report.  The management committee will meet for the first time in 2011 next week.  

The insurance questionnaire will be sent out shortly to clubs.  This year clubs will be able to complete the survey online.  Clubs will be able to complete the questionnaire as they have done in previous years.  

The Confederation’s advertisement for a new Administration officer has been published to clubs.  We encourage Clubs to distribute this to their members.  Applications close February 25th.  

The Confederation has received two emails that will be passed onto Clubs.  An email regarding two sets of size 14 Scarpa boots for sale and another enquiring if clubs may know the owners of gear left at the junction of Christys Creek and Kowmung River in Kanangra Walls National Park.  

Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Dodie Green

Following the recent BAI quarterly conference call another draft of BAI’s Risk Management Guidelines were distributed to States for final comments.  It is intended that the Guidelines will be adopted by BAI 1 March 2011. We are of the view that the document has been improved and the content moderated. The Guidelines will be circulated once adopted by BAI. The Guidelines will be provided to Insurers as part of this year’s insurance negotiations.

As advised earlier in my President’s Report the Insurance Questionnaire will be distributed to Clubs shortly and will be able to be completed online if Clubs choose to do so.

Other matters discussed at the recent meeting included the Tracks and Trails Conference which will be held this year in Sydney. BAI have asked NSW to consider sending a delegate along. The Outdoor Council of Australia has drafted amendments to its constitution. BAI will be submitting comments in particularly on the amendments on the board composition. BAI is also intending later in the year to conduct a training survey of clubs and states.  States have been asked to  comment on the survey.

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  January  2011

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 504.42
	

	      ING Direct
	
119,744.36
	

	      Petty Cash
	
110.96
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
215.50
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 120,575.24

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 730.85
	

	      PAYG payable
	
117.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
65.91
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 918.36

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 119,656.88

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
49,447.10
	

	      Current Earnings
	
20,136.98
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 119,656.88


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
The environmental news cycle has been quiet recently, primarily because of the upcoming NSW government election. The NCC in conjunction with other major environmental groups will participate in “The Environment Forum” Q&A panel to discuss the environmental credentials of the major parties . This is organised for February 15 from 6.00pm till 7.30pm at the NSW Parliament House Theatrette.  

▪
The prominent CSIRO plant ecologist, and former Confederation Conservation Officer, Michael Doherty, has recently announced that Canberra's post-fire recovery is better than expected.  “Despite an initially barren appearance, 80 per cent of the plant species that occur in the area re-sprouted after the fires and of the 20 percent that are killed by intense fire, all are recovering from canopy or soil seed stores.” according to Mr Doherty. The CSIRO studies found this to be the case despite the severity of the fire. Importantly, the greatest proportion of seed species regeneration occurred approximately 2 years after the fire passage and has now stabilised to the vegetation “similar to what was there before the 2003 fire.”  

▪
According to the NCC, the Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water (DECCW) has approved large old growth forest tracts for illegal logging in breach of the Native Vegetation Act as reported by an independent procedural review. The review process “was delayed by a year whilst logging approvals went full-steam ahead” according to Carmel Flint, spokesperson for the North East Forest Alliance. Apparently, “the implementation of old-growth is highly variable and problematic and has apparently resulted in some areas of old-growth being potentially available for harvest" in contravention of the Act.  

▪
The major Conservation Councils from eight states and territories has criticised the Prime Ministers' decision to slash climate change programs to pay for flood recovery costs. They see the decision as counter-intuitive. Whilst remedial financing for flood damage is not in dispute, crippling the solution ( greenhouse gas reduction programs) to remedy the excessive symptoms of climate change (ie. natural weather disasters) “defies common sense" according to the Queensland Conservation Council Executive Director Toby Hutcheon.  

▪
Major restoration work on Millers Hut  located at Long Plain in Kosciuszko National Park has been completed. This restoration follows damage by the 2003 fires which destroyed nine huts including Millers Hut.  

▪
A strategic 82 site continuous fox baiting program in Tollingo and Woggoon Nature Reserves is to be undertaken in coming months to help protect wildlife like endangered Malleefowl. This will be in cooperation with the local interested landholders and the staff of the Condobolin office of the Lachlan Livestock Health and Pest Authority.  

▪
Surveys of the Pillaga wetlands have revealed the existence of a critically endangered water plant, Myriophyllum implicatum, which is a type of water milfoil. In Queensland the plant is listed as rare. "The 2008 discovery was an exciting find as this species was originally only known from an old record on the Hastings River in NSW and was thought to have disappeared totally from NSW.” according to the NPWS Ranger Lisa Montgomery.  

▪
A remote fire in the Yengo National Park was successfully attacked and doused by remote area fire fighters.  The concern is that the fire was apparently an instance of arson and thus presented a threat to the safety of bushwalkers. All bushwalkers should remain vigilant to the threat of fire and immediately report any instance promptly to the authorities.  

▪
Darling River floods and heavy rains have caused the closing of  the Mutawintji, Mungo and Kinchega national parks until the floods have subsided and road repairs have been completed. The  Kinchega and Paroo-Darling National Park campgrounds next to the river have been closed until further notice.  

▪
The Doodle Comer Swamp Nature Reserve, a new 890 hectare nature reserve at Henty on the South West Slopes of NSW has been declared after a purchase of a third of the site under funding by the Commonwealth's National Reserve System through the Caring For Our Country program.. It contains a healthy and mature forest of River Red Gums providing habitat for a range of threatened species.  

▪
A 60 hectare in-holding block overlooking the Snowy River in the Paupong area (about 30 km south of Jindabyne) has been added to Kosciuszko National Park through philanthropic bequests from the  Genevieve Little and Catherine Clare White estates. The land has been gifted to the NSW Government for the nature enjoyment of future generations. "The site contains vegetation communities which are not adequately conserved in other parts of the national park network, containing White box woodlands as well as native cypress pines, Kurrajong trees, Apple box eucalypts and Native Cherry.” according to the NPWS Director General  Lisa Corbyn.  

Plans of Management - in preparation

for Royal National Park, Heathcote National Park and Garrawarra State Conservation Area
An opportunity exists for stakeholders to register their interest in being part of the process of revising the plan of management for Royal National Park, Heathcote National Park and Garrawarra State Conservation Area.  

for Georges River National Park
An opportunity exists for stakeholders to register their interest in being part of the process of revising the plan of management for Georges River National Park.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  This report is only a summary of the more obvious activities of BWRS.  Members are often busy answering enquiries on bush safety, liaising with emergency services on necessary competencies and co-ordination, maintaining equipment etc.

Alert   On Sunday night 13 February BWRS went on standby for a PLB activation in Oxley Wild Rivers NP.  A helicopter had been able to fly over the site but bad weather prevented any evacuation.  Immediate weather forecasts were for continuing bad weather.  BWRS could be needed to assist in guiding this group out of the National Park.  Fortunately during Monday morning the group were winched out.  Thus there was some delay between PLB signal and evacuation.

Training   BWRS usually runs two Operational Weekends each year in autumn and spring.  The spring weekend is our annual Barrington Tops multiagency exercise.  Our autumn exercise normally occurs two weekends before Easter.  Again, this year on 26 / 27 March BWRS will practice its search techniques plus team organisation and radio skills.  Our training is always realistic.  While the ‘missing team’ have strict details of where they are to be the BWRS Search Manager is given a possible scenario only (not the location details).

On March 12 / 13 BWRS will hold an induction weekend bushwalk in the Kanangra Walls area for prospective members of BWRS.  On these walks new trainees are given introductory modules about the VRA and BWRS while being assessed for bush fitness; in other words a good bushwalk with extras!

BWRS always welcomes experienced bushwalkers to eventually become Operational Members of this valuable community service – BWRS.  Our Operational Members have some valuable extra skills that make them outstanding remote area rescue personnel.  

First Aid   St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  The next BWRS course on May 28 / 29 as usual will include some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs.  Bushwalkers could find this useful since it is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can also receive a discount. 

Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) training provides more comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  These great FOUR day courses aim to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”

The next RAFA course will be held on March 12 / 13 & 19 / 20 in the Newcastle area.  As always, do not delay registering for the training as these courses often fill up quickly.  For other RAFA courses in 2011 see our website or pocket Calendar.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location such as Berrima Scout Camp.

RAFA Recertification   Persons with a current RAFA Certificate will be able to renew their Certificate with just TWO days training on 30 / 31 July.  Recertification will also be offered in October 2011.  Participants will still need to camp overnight for the bush scenarios required.  The discounted cost of $150 is inclusive of the training and camping fees.  This promises to be a great way to maintain comprehensive first aid skills with just TWO (instead of FOUR) days training.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=first-aid-training   

You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Publicity   During December 2011 the BWRS pocket Calendar was printed and distributed to bushwalking clubs, some outdoors shops, VRA and Police.  Please watch out for this annual pocket gem with its information on Full Moons, School Holidays, Public Holidays and selected BWRS training events including First Aid courses (plus some web addresses). 

Land   BWRS is the Trustee for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.  The site has been cleaned of its long grass and obvious mess.  Our Trust Committee is due to meet this week to confirm the next stage of construction / removal of existing buildings.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  The more you buy the cheaper the map with our bulk discount!  For a list of maps see our website - http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=node/462 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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