The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th November 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.  

Present   Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Peter Hart (SCB), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), Brian Everingham (NPA), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Larry Nolan (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   L Gett, D Green, D Kruse

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the October Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   Shoalhaven Bushwalkers - Comment re Feedback;   Bushwalking 


Australia -  GM Agenda;   S Medlin - Donation of Bushwalking Memorabilia;   


Macarthur Bushwalking & Cycling Club - Affiliation Enquiry


Out:   Landcare NSW - Permission granted re Confederation link on 


Landcare’s New Website;   Advertisers’ Invoices;   NP&WS, Blue Mountains 


Region - Confederation Submission re Mountain Biking in NSW National 


Parks

(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

See Report tabled by Margaret Covi.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


No Report tabled.  Barbara advised that expenditure was okay and we were on budget.  See Treasurer’s Report accompanying these Minutes.  


Administration Officer
$1,232.60
Salary - October


AustralianSuper
116.40
Super - October


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


NPA NSW
288.35
Copying, etc. 6 Mths.


R Caffin
100.00
“The B” November Ed.


B Hanlon
250.00
“The B” November Ed.


D Green
406.00
BAI - Airfares Melb.


S Medlin
25.00
Postage/Packaging


J Callaway
10.00
NCC Ann. Confer. Lunch


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
C Bowden
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

No Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled;  verbal summary only.  


Brian Everingham (NPA) asked if the Confederation position considered the implications of allowing access by mountain bikes to the national park estate and said South Sydney NPA did not oppose mountain bike access to the national park estate but did oppose access on single tracks owing to erosion issues and user-conflict.  He said NPA had information that tracks would be used by both walkers and MTBs for cost reasons and asked if Confederation had considered this.  Margaret replied that this particular piece of information had not been considered as Confederation had not received it and that we also felt that MTBs in national parks had to be catered for to include them in managing the issues, despite financial considerations.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


Peter advised that Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand have recently published HB246-2010 (Guidelines for Managing Risk in Sport and Recreation Organizations).  This new standard supersedes the previous version published in 2004 and may prove useful when Confederation’s risk management framework is updated.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

Margaret tabled Dodie’s Report which follows:  I advise that no further information has been supplied or advised by ORIC.  So I’m afraid there is no update to be provided to Clubs.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
C Bowden
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


Margaret tabled Dodie’s Report which follows:  


Both Wilf Hilder and I will be attending the BAI Face to Face Meeting in Melbourne this weekend.  An agenda for the weekend will be supplied with the minutes.  I will submit a report to the January General Meeting on the event.  This year the meeting will start on Friday at 1.30 pm with an afternoon session on the Risk Management Guidelines.  Unfortunately our document was not progressed as we had planned due to time constraints but we will submit a document with marked up comments for the meeting.  We note that Tasmania has submitted some remarks on the original draft which indicate that NSW and Tasmania share some of the same concerns.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

9.
General Business

Coast & Mountain Walkers NSW Inc.  -  25 Years Membership Badge


Larry Nolan (CMW) awarded the club’s gold lapel badge for 25+ years club membership to Wilf Hilder.  Wilf initially joined in 1960 and has in total a 28 year membership of the club.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 18th January 2011 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.  

President’s Report  -  Dodie Green

I’d like to thank Margaret Covi for chairing this meeting and give my apologies as I am attending the BAI F2F in Melbourne from Friday to Sunday this weekend.  I will ensure an agenda for the F2F is sent out with the minutes.  

Submission on NPWS Mountain Biking Strategy   The Management Committee this week completed and submitted a submission to NPWS on its proposed mountain biking strategy.  A copy of the Confed’s submission will be included with minutes. In its submission the MC acknowledged the broad range of views held by Clubs and their members on mountain biking in National Parks.  Views range from those that oppose all mountain biking in parks to those clubs who conduct mountain biking as part of their club program both in and out of National Parks.  We sought to take a balanced position acknowledging and moderating our submission to factor in the broad views held by Clubs and their members.  The Management Committee supported the creation of a mountain biking (MTB) strategy by NPWS given the increasing popularity of MTB, the diverse range of views amongst Park users and the potential for significant impact if MTB is not managed appropriately.  We saw the strategy as a means to provide direction for each Park’s Plan of Management which should of course address the impact of all users based on the local Park’s circumstances.  

Change to the Timing of the Circulation of Minutes   In response to Club’s request for more timely communication, the intent is to circulate minutes of general meetings on the Friday immediately following a general meeting.  This will be on a best endeavours basis and may occasionally be delayed until the following week.  It is also dependent upon the timely submission of copies of reports by position holders.  

November 29 2010 Govetts Leap Blackheath - 10 Year Anniversary of the Blue Mountains World Heritage Listing   The Confederation and its clubs have been invited to attend an event at Govetts Leap to celebrate the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the World Heritage listing of the Blue Mountains. The event starts at 9.15 and will through until 1.30 pm. Those wishing to attend must rsvp preferably by November 22 on the details to be provided with these minutes. There will be no parking at Govetts Leap and a shuttle bus will run.  Activities include a formal Smoking ceremony; Welcome to Country; performance by local school children singing in Darug language; short speeches from guests invited such as the NSW Governor, the NSW State and Federal Environment Ministers and local members; acknowledgement of all those involved in promoting and protecting the GBMWHA. The event will include a free sausage sizzle & birthday cake.  

Purchase of a New Computer   The Management Committee has approved the purchase of a new computer for our office and for installation at the office space the Confederation rents from the NPA.  Peter and Dodie will liase with NPA’s current IT provider to arrange the appropriate purchase of a new machine and will advise the details of the purchase.  This will take place over the next couple of months.  

Historic Records   Just last Friday the Confederation received from Susan Medlin in Victoria a box of photos and records belonging to her bushwalking father.  We were not provided with her fathers name but we are seeking further details from Susan and will advise.  The box contains some records of the YMCA Ramblers club that date back to 1942 and includes a page from a club program.  Hopefully some of our Club members will be able to help piece together the details some of the record details which will ultimately end up at the Mitchell Library along with all other Confederation records.  

Next General Meeting & Management Committee Meeting   As advised by email the December General Meeting has been cancelled as its falls due in the week of Christmas.  Clubs and Delegates please note that there will be no December General Meeting.  The next General Meeting will be held on 18th January 2011.  Clubs please ensure that this is communicated to delegates.  Also there will be no further Management Committee Meeting this year.  A MC meeting will be scheduled for early February.  

I take this opportunity to thank delegates for their time and attendance in 2010 and wish you all a very happy Christmas and all the best for 2011.  I hope you all get out to enjoy the outdoors in the coming holiday season.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  This report is only a summary of the more obvious activities of BWRS.  Members are often busy answering enquiries on bush safety, liaising with emergency services on necessary competencies and co-ordination, maintaining equipment etc.  

Standby   On Monday November 1 BWRS went on standby to assist in a large Central Coast Police Operation to locate a missing teenage male.  However, before this standby could become a callout a body was located on a beach that was probably the missing person (later confirmed).  A sad result after so much community effort by Police and other emergency services personnel. 

Training   October 30 / 31 was the first of three weekends of Vertical Rescue training.  BWRS has a strong vertical rescue group that fulfils the State Rescue Board requirements.  This extensive training covers personal skills for abseiling and ascending eventually leading to persons being stretcher lifted and lowered over cliffs.  Procedures for vertical rescue have evolved over time with improvements in anchor selection and belay techniques with new equipment.  

First Aid   St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  The BWRS course on November 6 / 7 as usual included some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs.  Bushwalkers could find this useful since it is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can also receive a discount. 

Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) training provides more comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  These great FOUR day courses aim to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”

A RAFA course finished on October 23 / 24.  For RAFA courses in 2011 see our website or pocket Calendar.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location such as Berrima Scout Camp.

Bookings have closed for RAFA Recertification.  Persons with a current RAFA Certificate will renew their Certificate with just TWO days training on 20 / 21 November.  They will still need to camp overnight at Bungonia State Recreation Area for the bush scenarios required.  The discounted cost of $150 is inclusive of the training and camping fees.

RAFA Recertification will be offered again next year.  This promises to be a great way to maintain comprehensive first aid skills with just TWO (instead of FOUR) days training.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - 
http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=first-aid-training   

You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Publicity   Production of the 2011 BWRS pocket Calendar is underway.  Please watch out for this annual pocket gem with its information on Full Moons, School Holidays, Public Holidays and selected BWRS training events including First Aid courses (plus some web addresses). 

Land   BWRS is the Trustee for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.  The site has been cleaned of its long grass and obvious mess.  While demolition of old buildings is still required a DA (Development Application) has now been approved.  Our building committee will meet later this week to review / approve possible building quote.  Building progress is heavily dependent on successful grant applications.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  The more you buy the cheaper the map with our bulk discount!  For a list of maps see our website - http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=node/462 

The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  September  2010

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 2,800
	

	      ING Direct
	
126,302
	

	      Petty Cash
	
- 14
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
1,278
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 130,367

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,410
	

	      PAYG payable
	
282
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
135
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
5
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,832

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 128,535

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,073
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
49,447
	

	      Current Earnings
	
29,015
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 128,535
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BUSHWALKING AUSTRALIA INC

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2010

SUNDAY 20th NOVEMBER 2010

9.00am Eastern Summer Time
Eltham Motor Inn, Melbourne VICTORIA
AGENDA


OPENING

· Attendance

· Minutes 2009 AGM +  Business Arising

ANNUAL REPORTS

(These will be distributed by email prior to the meeting)

· President’s Report – David Reid
· Insurance Report – David Gordon
· Treasurer’s Report – Chris Towers
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

· President – Nomination: David Reid

· Vice-President – Nomination: Bill Gehling

· Secretary– Nomination: Hecate Jay

· Treasurer – Nomination: Chris Towers

· Insurance Officer – Nomination: David Gordon
· Public Officer – Nomination: Bill Gehling
ELECTION OF AUDITOR

GENERAL BUSINESS

DATE OF NEXT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

CLOSE
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