The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th October 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Peter Hart (SCB), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Michael Maack (BMCS), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), Lyn Gett (Sutherland), Belinda Rothery (Bankstown), Gary Smith (SCB), David Springthorpe (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   S Haginikitas, K Maxwell, B Mitchell, M Oxenburgh

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the September Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   Tasair Pty. Ltd. - Advertising Enquiry;   Springwood Bushwalking Club - 


Club’s list of known bushwalking risks;   The Bush Club - Standard Version of 


a Bushwalking Club Constitution;   Landcare NSW - re Permission to place 


link to Confederation on Landcare’s New Website;  Sydney Bush Walkers - 


Request Confederation follow up re Claustral Canyon access via Tomah 


South denied


Out:   Tasair Pty. Ltd. - Advertising Information;   Clubs - NPWS Discussion 


Paper re Mountain Biking in NSW NPs;   Clubs - Proposal for Comment re 


Quarterly General Meetings;   Walkers & Talkers - Confirming Affiliation 


Status


(M)
B Rothery
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

See Report tabled.  


(M)
C Bowden
(S)
L Gett
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled by Dodie.  


Administration Officer
$1,410.00
Salary  -  September


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


AustralianSuper
135.10
Super  -  September


Bushwalking Australia
4,574.00
Levy - 2010-2011


Australian Taxation Office
282.00
1Q BAS


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


Administration Officer advised of a number of new advertisers in the November edition available for collection on 16th November.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled;  verbal summary only.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


A recent enquiry was made concerning the cover provided by our personal accident policy on overseas trips. Advice was sought from Bushwalking Australia’s national insurance officer David Gordon. David has advised that the intent of the personal accident policy is to provide coverage only within Australia. Marsh has a separate leisure travel product which provides coverage for overseas club activities.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

Dodie advised she has reviewed both the ORIC newsletter which came out today and the AAS page on the ORIC website and there have been no updates to either publication on the matter of AAS.  So as with the last several months, there is nothing to report.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled by Dodie Green.  


(M)
M Covi
(S)
D Weston
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


As mentioned in my President's Report, a working group has met and is formulating an alternative draft BAI Risk Management Guideline which the Management Committee hopes to submit at the beginning of November to BAI for discussion at the BAI face to face in Melbourne 19-20 November.  On the face to face Melbourne meeting, I'd like to advise the meeting there will be costs for airfares, accommodation as arranged by BAI, transport to and from the airport for two delegates that will have to be met as has been the case in previous years.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

9.
General Business
10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th November 2010 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.22 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President’s Report  -  Dodie Green

The President's Meeting on September 25 was attended by approximately 40 attendees representing 20 clubs. Attendees came from as Clubs as far as Broken Hill, Narrabri, Northern Rivers, the South Coast and Newcastle.  The meeting was attended by 7 members of the Management Committee.  I'd like to thank all attendees for travelling to Ashfield and for taking a Saturday out of their busy schedules to attend the meeting. I was very pleased and encouraged by the energy and enthusiasm that attendees put into the day through discussions and engagement with the various speakers.  I'd like to thank Graham Conden from the Bush Club for his presentation on how the Bush Club went about doubling their membership numbers and Caro Ryan from the Sydney Bushwalkers for speaking on an impromptu basis, on how the Sydney Bushies went about attracting 200 members under the age of 40 to their Club.  I'd also like to thank Clubs that whilst unable to attend supplied some thoughts on the issues considered on the day. Those Clubs being: Geehi, Shoalhaven, Up & Downers and All Nations. Many thanks as well to the MC for attending three Confed meetings in September and to Merrilyn for her logical assistance in preparing for the day & her attendance at the meeting.  

As with all good discussions the time passed too quickly but the meeting did conclude with some recommendations to the management committee, which will be referred to the next MC meeting. A brief overview of the day will be provided to all Clubs and attendees. I am very pleased to say that one of the recommendations was that another President's meeting be held next year. We learned a few lessons along the way on running such a meeting and will apply those lessons to next year's President's meeting.  I'm looking forward to working on the recommendations.  

Clubs will have by now received the proposal for comment from the management committee on Quarterly General Meetings. We look forward to receiving comments from Clubs on this important issue.  

A reminder that the NPWS Mountain Biking document, is open for comment. The period for comment has been extended to October 25. We encourage clubs to respond directly to the NPWS, the more responses the better and we welcome receiving copies of Club comments.  

A working group has met and is formulating an alternative draft BAI Risk Management Guideline which the MC hopes to submit at the beginning of November to BAI for discussion at the BAI face to face in Melbourne 19-20 November this year. The Confederation has been invoiced for its subscription to BAI for $4,574.00 which will be authorised at tonight's meeting.  

The next MC meeting will be next week 25 October 2010.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  September  2010

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 3,100.38
	

	      ING Direct
	
126,302.28
	

	      Petty Cash
	
- 13.56
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
1,277.50
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 130,666.60

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,410.10
	

	      PAYG payable
	
282.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
135.26
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,831.96

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 128,834.64

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
49,447.10
	

	      Current Earnings
	
29,314.74
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 128,834.64


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
In what can be seen as a win for the conservation movement in NSW as a whole, a member organisation of the Confederation, the Blue Mountains Conservation Society (BMCS), won a Protective Costs Order (PCO) last October with regards to an action it had taken on water pollution of the Cox's River but had the ruling stayed until an appeal by the defendant, Delta Electricity had been heard. Yesterday the Appellate Court handed down a 2 to 1 ruling against Delta Electricity's appeal. This means that the original court judgment for protective costs of $20,000 for the plaintiff, the BMCS, stands and as such the concept of a PCO has been set. PCO's can now be taken and granted by the NSW courts if the cases are in the public interest.  

▪
The DECCW has won a case in the Land & Environment Court against a tree clearing contractor, Vin Heffernan Pty Limited, for illegal clearing of native vegetation on a private estate south of  Pambula on the Far South Coast. Costs and fines totaling $60,150 were imposed on the contractor.  

▪
Vandalism is occurring again in NSW National Parks that has destroyed or damaged facilities in the Manning Area. A gate installed to protect wetlands in the Khappinghat Nature Reserve near Diamond Beach was destroyed. Coocumbac Island Nature Reserve and Crowdy Bay National Park have both suffered from vandalism attacks. Persons with information relating to these attacks should contact the NPWS  Manning Area office in Taree on 02) 6552 5097.  

▪
The NPWS is concerned with the shooting of feral Horses in the Kosciuszko National Park along the Barry Way. Indiscriminate shooting outside of a formal cull by the NPWS of any animal in a National Park is a cause for public concern. It poses a threat to the general public and increases the risk exposure for the NPWS which can be sued if injury occurs on its land.  

▪
With the rains in the west of the state and the increased flows in the main tributaries of the Murray-Darling River, an explosion of wildflowers and vegetation growth has seen a corresponding increase in visitor attendance. The Paroo-Darling Visitor Centre at White Cliffs has reported over 1,000 visitors during September.  

▪
A new injector device to control wild dogs and foxes, the US designed M-44 Ejector, is to be deployed in NSW National Parks following successful field trials. It uses a spring loaded gun to propel a dart of  1080 poison into the mouth of the wild dog or fox as the animal feeds on carrion bait and eliminates food caching (eg. bone burying etc.) that can threaten farm dogs. According to the Director of the NPWS, Sally Barnes, “the field trials the M-44 ejector has resulted in an average 75% reduction in fox activity and as high as 93%. This is exceptional."  

▪
Mountain biking in NSW National Parks forums (to formulate a NPWS Cycling Policy and Mountain Biking Strategy) are being held regularly to determine policy regarding mountain bike usage and impacts. The Confederation will need to establish its own policy to help protect the NPWS estate from mountain bike usage impacts.  

▪
The northern end of the Kosciuszko National Park has now been reopened after major rains created boggy conditions for track access recently.  
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  This report is only a summary of the more obvious activities of BWRS.  Members are often busy answering enquiries on bush safety, liaising with emergency services on necessary competencies and co-ordination, maintaining equipment etc.

Training   Last weekend on October 16 / 17 BWRS held its annual multi agency activity at Barrington Tops in a further search for a small Cessna aircraft that went missing during bad weather in August 1981.  Planning included liaison with the Toyota Land Cruiser Club to transport field search teams and WICEN (another VRA Squad) to maximise UHF radio coverage.  Mixed search teams included BWRS and SES personnel.  Weather on Saturday included light snow and sleet but better weather on Sunday permitted (as in past years) myself and many other search team members to be helicopter winched out of their search area.  The style of (line) searching required plus the difficult terrain means that we are able to cover only very small search areas. 

October 30 / 31 will be the first of three weekends of Vertical Rescue training.  BWRS has a strong vertical rescue group that fulfils the State Rescue Board requirements.  This extensive training covers personal skills for abseiling and ascending eventually leading to persons being stretcher lifted and lowered over cliffs.

First Aid   St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  Our BWRS course on November 6 / 7 will include some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs.  Bushwalkers could find useful as is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can also receive a discount. 

Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) training provides more comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  These great FOUR day courses aim to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”

A RAFA course will finish next weekend.  For RAFA courses in 2011 see our website or pocket Calendar.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location such as Berrima Scout Camp.

Bookings are now open for RAFA Recertification.  Persons with a current RAFA Certificate can renew their Certificate with just TWO days training on 20 / 21 November.  You will still need to camp overnight at Camp Coutts Scout Camp, Waterfall for the bush scenarios required.  The discounted cost of $150 is inclusive of the training and camping fees.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Publicity   Production of the 2011 BWRS pocket Calendar is underway.  Please watch out for this annual pocket gem with its information on Full Moons, School Holidays, Public Holidays and selected BWRS training events including First Aid courses (plus some web addresses). 

Land   BWRS is the Trustee for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.  The site has been cleaned of its long grass and obvious mess.  While demolition of old buildings is still required a DA (Development Application) has now been approved.  Building progress is heavily dependent on successful grant applications.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  The more you buy the cheaper the map with our bulk discount!  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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