The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th July 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Denise Kruse (Span), Jim Callaway (SBW), Mitchell Isaacs (Suboir), Michael Maack (BMCS), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

John Clarke (NPA), Larry Nolan (CMW), Belinda Rothery (Bankstown), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   M Covi, D Green, P Hart, S Haginikitas, L McMillan

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the June Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
B Rothery
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:  Warringah Bushwalking Club-Enquiry re Cover for Children as Visitors


Sydney Bush Walkers-Insurance Cover re Helicopter Evacuation


BAI Insurance Officer-Report re Association Liability Insurance


Bankstown Bushwalking Club-Risk Waiver and CPP Enquiries


Central West Bushwalking Club-Activity re First Aid Certificate Member 
Attending;   Leeton Lodge, Mt Hotham-Advertising Enquiry


WEA Ramblers-Affiliation Enquiry


Out:  Clubs-Seeking Bushwalking Articles;   Advertisers, Printer-August Ed.;   


“The Bushwalker”;   Ashfield RSL Club-Delivery of “The Bushwalker” to Club;


Bankstown Bushwalking Club-CPP Information;   BAI-Support re formation of 


a RM Working Group;   Auditor-Financial File, Reports, etc.;   Leeton Lodge, 


Mt Hotham-Advertising Info.;   Clubs-Confed. Delegate Nomination Form;   


Bankstown Bushwalking Club-Risk Waiver Info.;   WEA Ramblers-Affil. Info.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
B Rothery
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

Denise tabled the President’s Report.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  Barbara advised that we were in front by approximately $7,000 assisted by a $3,900 copyright payment and a $2,200 decrease in wages.  


Administration Officer
$1,040.50
Salary  -  June


AustralianSuper
96.00
Super  -  June


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  


“The Bushwalker” will be available for collection on 17th August.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


No Report tabled.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green


Denise advised that Confederation is awaiting an update from ORIC.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
M Isaacs
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Clarke
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


The Management Committee agreed at its last meeting in July that two resources would be provided towards the formation of a BAI Risk Management Working Group to scope and formulate the content for BAI Risk Management Guidelines.  An additional resource will work offline or in the background with NSW’s working group resources to assist the effort.  BAI has been informed of NSW’s commitment.  The next quarterly conference call is to be held in August at a date yet to be confirmed.  

Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
B Rothery
(S)
M Isaacs
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
John Clarke (NPA) in regard to the issue of commercialisation of National Parks, asked what had Confederation done about it ?   Michael Maack advised that Confederation had donated $6,000 to the conservation organisations heavily involved in the campaign and negotiations with the State Government;  media releases specifically from the Colong Foundation for Wilderness had been circulated to all clubs for their action;  information and website links had been provided in the Covering Letter to our monthly Minutes.  

9.2
Larry Nolan (CMW) advised that Cane Toads had been located at Taren Point and reported in the media.  Captured toads are to be provided to the NP&WS for positive identification of the specie.  For those interested bushwalkers, identification info. can be obtained from the DECCW website:   http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds/IdentifyingACaneToad.htm
10.
Date of next General Meeting


and Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 17th August 2010 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.15 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President’s Report  -  Dodie Green

Here’s an update of what have been happening over the last month.  
Affiliation & Insurance Premium Invoices   Clubs would have received their 2010/11 insurance and affiliation invoices. These invoices are based on the numbers provided as at 15 March 2010 in the Insurance Questionnaire completed by clubs. Clubs are reminded to pay on the invoiced amount. The deadline for payment is September 30 2010, we ask that any club anticipating issues in meeting this deadline contact the Confederation to discuss.  

Delegate Nomination Form   These forms have now be sent out to Clubs and we ask that all Clubs complete and return to the forms to the Confederation. These forms will allow the Confederation to maintain, as required under its Constitution, a Register of Members.  

President’s Meeting   An invitation will be sent to all Club Presidents and another Office Bearer of the Club.  The meeting will be held on Saturday September 25 at the Ashfield RSL Club commencing 11am to 4pm.  We ask that Club’s RSVP as soon as feasible so that we can be certain we have arranged sufficient facilities to make the meeting a success.  

NSW Water Draft Great Water Sharing Plans   Confederation intends to submit a brief letter commenting upon NSW Water’s draft Water Sharing Plans for the Metropolitan Area.  A complete review of NSW’s draft metro water plans is beyond the resources of the Confederation.  However at this stage we plan to provide support for the following key outcomes of the draft:  

1.
General protection of flows for the protection of instream and environmental values

2.
Protection of groundwater for high conservation value groundwater dependant ecosystems and the provision of stream baseflow

3.
Limits on the long term annual and daily levels of extraction

4.
24 hour delay in lifting of cease to pump requirements in high conservation value areas such as the Colo and the Capertee.  

5.
Continued embargo of the granting of new commercial groundwater licences in high conservation value environments such as the Blue Mountains.  

We welcome any further comments or input from Clubs prior to the 30 July deadline.  Clubs may indeed wish to submit their letters based upon the Confederation’s comments.  

The next Management Committee Meeting   will be held 3 August to approve and authorise the Confederation’s audited Financial Statements to the AGM.  
Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet  [ Last Year Analysis ]

	

	June  2010

	

	

	
	This Year
	Last Year

	Assets
	
	

	        Cheque Account
	$ 1,519.81
	$ 1,772.60

	        ING Direct
	99,093.59
	91,900.09

	        Petty Cash
	211.86
	 97.55

	        Trade Debtors
	0.00
	105.00

	        Equipment
	1,349.18
	1,349.18

	        Less  provision depreciation
	- 1,349.18
	- 1,349.18

	
	
	

	   Total Assets
	$ 100,825.26
	$ 93,875.24

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	$ 1,040.60
	$ 1,214.75

	      PAYG Payable
	164.00
	247.00

	     Superannuation Payable
	96.16
	115.71

	     Income Tax
	0.00
	- 328.00

	     Deposits on Hold
	4.60
	4.60

	
	
	

	   Total Liabilities
	$ 1,305.36
	$ 1,254.06

	
	
	

	Net Assets
	$ 99,519.90
	$ 92,621.18

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	    Confederation Accum Funds
	$ 50,072.80
	$ 50,072.80

	    Retained Earnings
	42,548.38
	35,445.47

	    Current Earnings
	6,898.72
	7,102.91

	
	
	

	Total Equity
	$ 99,519.90
	$ 92,621.18


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
The 2006 Kosciuszko National Park Plan of Management has had five amendments applied following a 2008 consultation process. The first two relate to geotechnical risk management by leaseholders in Selwyn, Perisher and Charlottes Pass. The third amendment relates to a proposed snow-making dam at Perisher. The fourth and fifth amendments relate to water usage and recycling at the resorts. These additions to the POM vindicate that infrastructure internal to parks require on-going impact to the biodiversity within the park, especially in light of the NSW Government's push for park commercialisation.  

▪
A report commissioned by DECCW to study the proposal to establish a conservation corridor along 2,800km of the Eastern  Ranges was recently released by the authors  Professor Brendan Mackey, Dr  James Watson and Dr  Graeme Worboys of ANU Enterprise. The essence of the report identified areas where further conservation areas are required and include the following five areas:  the south coast around Bredbo, the Southern Highlands between Morton and Nattai National Parks, the Hunter Valley between Wollemi and Barrington Tops national parks, and in the Border Ranges area on the NSW-Queensland border.  

▪
A Gunnedah archaeological dig has uncovered numerous aboriginal toolmaking artefacts, including two burins - engraving tools used to decorate wooden implements such as spear and woomeras. 162 artefacts were found and recorded by the NPWS in conjunction with the local aboriginal community at the Kelvin Aboriginal Area.  

▪
Problems with the gun lobby are becoming apparent in National Parks. Following on from the NSW Government policy to favour the Game Council and its constituent shooters, the NPWS at Baradine in the Pillaga has implored shooting party visitors t obey NPWS rules. According to the NPWS Baradine Area Manager, John Whittall, "NPWS Baradine staff recently issued a $500 penalty infringement notice to a person after he was found with dogs wearing hunting collars, breast plates and tracking equipment in Pilliga East State Conservation Area. ...Hunting is not permitted in any reserve managed by the NPWS, including national parks, state conservation areas, nature reserves and Aboriginal areas.” Reference was also made for hunters to observe rules intended to provide a degree of community safety.  

▪
A $5000 fine, conviction and costs ($15,000) has been imposed on a Mudgee earthmoving company , Ian Colley Earthmoving Pty Ltd, by the Land and Environment Court after illegally clearing approximately 128 trees, some constituting an endangered environmental community,  over an area of 29 hectares from a property  at Lue near Mudgee in 2007-2008.  

▪
On July 1, 2010 the River Red Gum national and regional parks were officially open in the Riverina region. However under the agreement, firewood collection will be allowed under license to supply  domestic demand from some selected Riverina parks.  

▪
Clarence Valley coastal vegetation protection is proceeding at high conservation sites like Bundjalung National Park  (bitou bush, lantana, winter senna, climbing nightshade and coastal morning glory) and in the Yuraygir National Park  (mickey mouse bush, broad leafed paspalum, winter senna, bitou bush and lantana).  

▪
The Blue Mountains National Park is being targeted by illegal firewood and fence post collectors around Lithgow at  Marrangaroo and the Gardens of Stone regions. To combat these illegal activities more Ranger patrols and hidden cameras are being installed during winter. Grassy Box and Ironbark trees are the most affected but the impact is increased because the area is environmentally sensitive.  

▪
Nine plant species (two mosses, four ferns, a tree, a climber and sedge) never before identified in the Kosciuszko National Park have been discovered within 20km of the alpine zone and Mt Kosciuszko.  Ranger Danny Corcoran and botanists Geoff Robertson (NPWS) and Michael Doherty  (CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems and a former Confederation Conservation Officer) found the species in the Pilot Wilderness in areas of dense and likely 100plus year old unburnt forest. Some silver wattles which usually grow to 3m height were 20m tall with a 0.5m diameter base.  According to Mike Doherty, "It's an important reminder of the value and significance of large conservation areas and their ability to tell fascinating stories about evolution, climatic change and earth's history. You never know what secrets they will yield one day."  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  This report is only a summary of the more obvious activities of BWRS.  Members are often busy answering enquiries on bush safety, liaising with emergency services on necessary competencies and co-ordination, maintaining equipment etc.

Standby   Recently a woman and two children were missing overnight on a visit to the Glow Worm Tunnel on Newnes Plateau.  They were quickly located next morning in their bogged car on an alternative road.  They had just made a wrong turn.  BWRS was on standby in case an escalation of the search was required.

NavShield   Every year NavShield is a great training event for bushwalking clubs and the emergency services in bush navigation.  This year’s event in Dharug National Park was more challenging than usual with very few fire roads and many small bluffs within a maze of uniform height ridges.  BWRS always sets a range of checkpoints to suit all levels of navigator from beginner to experienced.  As usual participants still really enjoyed the course although there were some teams who were caught out and returned well past the finish time.  Emergency Services present included RFS, SES, VRA and Ambulance Paramedics.  Last weekend the checkpoint flags were retrieved.  

To be part of the friendly training atmosphere of NavShield 2011 just mark your diary for the first weekend of July (2nd / 3rd) and watch the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for when on-line registration opens for either the ONE day or TWO day event. 

First Aid   St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  Our BWRS course includes some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can also receive a discount.  Since you have just missed our May First Aid course your next chance will be November 6 / 7 for this great training.  

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) training provides comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”

Word must have gotten around that BWRS has a very good Instructor as courses usually have a full house.  The next RAFA course will be 9 / 10 & 23 / 24 October.  Book early to ensure your place in this popular training.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location such as Camp Coutts Scout Centre at Waterfall.

Equipment   NavShield is a test of our equipment.  Naturally, most of the equipment is carried to NavShield by our BWRS Toyota Troop Carrier and trailer.   Once on site it gets extensive use as a transport vehicle.  The Toyota RTA registration was renewed recently.

Land   BWRS is the Trustee for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.  The site has been cleaned of its long grass and obvious mess.  Demolition of old buildings is still required.  Our BWRS building committee has met and reviewed possible structures.  Good preliminary discussions have occurred with Council on building requirements.  A DA (Development Application) is due to be lodged shortly.  Building progress is heavily dependent on successful grant applications.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  The more you buy the cheaper the map with our bulk discount!  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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