The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th June 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club) Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), Lyn McMillan (Sutherland), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), David Springthorpe (CMW)

Apologies   J Callaway, P Hart, B Mitchell

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the May Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
L McMillan
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   Hunter Area Walkabout Club - Children as Temp. Members re Insurance Cover and Risk Waivers;    Downhill Bushwalking Club - Bushwalking Guidelines/Rules;    Cape Bridgewater Coastal Camp, Vic. - Advertising Enquiry;    L Clowes, NPA Milton Branch - re “Muriel’s Accident” article “The Bushwalker” May 2010;    Mudgee Bushwalkers Inc. - Bushwalking Club Constitutions;    Bushwalking Group - Affiliation Enquiry


Out:   Payment of Invoices;    Downhill Bushwalking Club - Risk Management Policy, etc.;    Bushwalking Australia Inc. - Confederation Comments re BAI Draft Risk Management Guidelines;    May Minutes;    Cape Bridgewater Coastal Camp, Vic. - Advertising Information;    Dharma Meditation/Walking Group - Affiliation Information;    Bushwalking Group - Affiliation Information


(M)
M Maack
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled by Dodie Green.  


Question from Keith Maxwell:  What is the nature of the recurring items Equipment and Less Provision Depreciation (+&- $1,349.18) under “Assets” ?  Dodie advised she would seek comment from Barbara.  


Administration Officer
$ 1,244.35
Salary  -  May


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


AustralianSuper
118.20
Super  -  May


BWRS
2,000.00
Donation


NPA NSW
2,000.00
Donation


The Colong Foundation
1,000.00
Donation


Nature Conservation Council
1,000.00
Donation


R Caffin
100.00
“The B” May Ed.


Centacare Industries
770.66
“The B” Mail Out


Ligare Pty. Limited
3,080.00
“The B” Printing


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


Dodie advised deadline for receipt of club bushwalking articles for the August edition is Friday, 2nd July.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Wilf advised of information provided by Jim Callaway that in the Royal N.P. concrete has been professionally laid where the Curra Moors track crosses Curracurrong Brook before the track reaches the cliff line.  


A section of the foreshore walking track along the Parramatta River which joins the Yaralla Estate to the Kokoda Track has been re-routed through a maze of hospital buildings at Concord Hospital due to the construction of a new psychiatric facility in the area, sections of which were built close to an existing mangrove forest;  also landfill has been used.  This decision was made by the Health Department and reinforced by Drummoyne’s State Labor MP.  Protests have been made by many community groups.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


Dodie advised that Peter has received an application form and information for Officers or Directors Liability Insurance.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

No further updates have been provided by ORIC.  

Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
C Bowden
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


Six pages of comments on the Draft Risk Management Guidelines were submitted to BAI on 2 June.  The general view conveyed in the comments, which will be provided to all clubs, was that the document was not appropriate for a national umbrella organisation.  We made comments on areas for future discussion in the scoping and formulation of a BAI Risk Management Guideline for States.  We recommended that a working party be formed to do this and we offered to participate in that group.  I had a follow up discussion with David Reid, BAI President and reiterated our view that the document added no value as a national document and the need to establish a working group.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
Wilf advised the publication of “Bushwalkers’ Business” by Michael Keats and Brian Fox with information compiled from Brian Fox’s oral bushwalking history files.  

9.2
Anvil Rock Lookout, Blackheath


Wilf advised that a new anvil has been installed atop Anvil Rock Lookout, Blackheath at the end of Hat Hill Road in the Blue Mountains N.P. with a vista of rugged untouched bushland.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th July 2010 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

o   o   o   O   o   o   o

President’s Report  -  Dodie Green

Here’s a brief update of what’s been happening over the last month.  

President’s Meeting    the President’s Meeting has been set for Saturday September 25. It will be held at the Ashfield RSL. An email will be sent out shortly inviting Presidents to attend the day.

BAI Draft Risk Management Guideline Comments    The main focus of the month has been the writing and submission of NSW’s comments on BAI’s draft risk management guidelines. 

Campaign Against Tourism in National Parks Bill    Unfortunately the bill was passed by the legislative council last Thursday night.  The NCC, Colong Foundation and the NPA present.  I’d like to thank all these organisations for their efforts and campaigns to effect changes to the bill.  

Article on National Park Log Books    Bob Ryan, who spoke at the April General Meeting has submitted an article on his proposal for clubs to sponsor log books locations through out NSW has been submitted for inclusion in the next edition of the Bushwalker.   

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  May  2010

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 854.95
	

	      ING Direct
	
104,986.07
	

	      Petty Cash
	
71.76
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
2,070.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 107,982.78

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,244.45
	

	      PAYG payable
	
138.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
118.36
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,505.41

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 106,477.37

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
42,548.38
	

	      Current Earnings
	
13,856.19
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 106,477.37


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
With undue haste by the NSW State Government managed to enact the National Parks and Wildlife (Visitors and Tourists) Amendment Bill 2010. This followed concentrated efforts by the NPA, the Colong Foundation and the NCC to change the more odious parts of the Bill with respect to the preservation of the national parks environment. Some gains were achieved from their deliberations with the DECCW minister, Frank Sartor, i.e. NPWS plans of management will apply and leases to be limited to 5 years, but the National Parks Act has been adversely affected which, according to the NCC Acting CEO, Haydn Washington ”the Act has been weakened in our view. Only future court cases will show how much.” It is notable that the Liberal party and the Greens combined to oppose the power of Ministerial discretion to decide lease agreements, which was narrowly passed with Fred Nile and the Shooters Party siding with the Labour government. Also note that the passage of the Bill was coincidental with the handing down of the last State Labour Budget for this government term, effectively swamping the story in the news cycle. Is this tactic an indicator of the NSW government’s desperation prior to the next election in order to garner support from their environmentally-suspect voting bedfellows? Oh woe, how far down the environmental greasy pole has this government’s environmental credentials slipped when one considers such tactics in comparison to the laudable achievements of previous labour administrations!  

▪
A rare grass, Aromatic Peppergrass (lepidium hysopifolium) in a known distribution of 10 plants at Bathurst has been rediscovered at another site, a botanist’s backyard, at Bugendore. With seed harvesting in collaboration with the Mt Annan Botanical Gardens, four other sites of the grass have been planted that are hoped to ensure the grass’ survival.  

▪
It has been revealed that remote camera surveys are surprisingly effective tools in identifying population densities of rare fauna species. In the South Coast national parks this technique has revealed significant numbers of the rare Southern Brown Bandicoot which has been difficult to assess using hair tubes and prepared sand pads. Importantly this increase has coincided with the decrease in feral predators such as foxes.

▪
Aerial Bitou Bush spraying from helicopters is to begin in the Brunswick Heads and Billinudgel nature reserves from June 10. Usually this requires the closure of the area during spraying.

▪
A risk assessment of the public safety of roads following bad storms in the region from Batemans Bay down to the Victorian border is being undertaken. According to the NPWS, the following Parks remain closed:  


-
Wadbilliga


-
Biamanga


-
South East Forests National Park is open however camping areas are closed


-
In addition there are closures to parts of Eurobodalla, Deua and Monga National Parks


-
Mimosa Rocks National Park is open however Nelsons inlet and Aragunnu camping grounds are closed 

▪
Additional funding has been allocated for bush restoration in the Darkwood addition to the New England National Park to eradicate large infestations of cats claw creeper, blackberry (21ha), lantana (24ha),privets (25ha), moth vine, cherry guava, rose briar, firethorn, silver leaf desmodium, noogoora burr and loquat. So far the open areas have responded successfully to the regeneration treatment.

▪
A 28 year old Lidcombe man has been caught by a jogger who acted quickly and photographed him dumping approximately 500kg of asbestos waste in Glenbrook Creek in the Blue Mountains National Park. He was convicted and fined a total of $10,000 and ordered to pay $990 for the removal of the asbestos, and $500 costs. According to the NPWS “people who suspect illegal dumping or become aware of illegal waste operations in their area should contact their local council or ring the Environment Line 131 555.”

▪
The Goolawah Regional Park and Goolawah National Park has been extended with the addition of 534 hectares north of, and including, Racecourse Headland. This will preserve a regional fauna corridor.

Plans of Management - in Preparation

Sydney Harbour National Park - getting the balance right

Sydney Harbour National Park (SHNP) is the most prominent natural feature of the city of Sydney. The park is renowned for its exceptional beauty, remnants of important vegetation and the Aboriginal and European history that it protects. Over the next few months the National Parks and Wildlife Service will be working with the community to develop a plan of management for SHNP to determine how the park will be protected and enjoyed towards 2020. View more information here www.sydneyharbourpom.net.au.  

Development of a Plan of Management for Royal National Park, Heathcote National Park and Garrawarra State Conservation Area

An opportunity exists for stakeholders to register their interest in being part of the process of revising the plan of management for Royal National Park, Heathcote National Park and Garrawarra State Conservation Area.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  This report is only a summary of the more obvious activities of BWRS.  Members are often busy answering enquiries on bush safety, liaising with emergency services on necessary competencies and co-ordination, maintaining equipment etc.

NavShield   Every year NavShield is a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  Don’t miss this great chance for your club members to practise bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere with other emergency services including RFS, SES, VRA and Ambulance Paramedics.  Last weekend a major effort was made to mostly complete course setting so next weekend the flags (checkpoint markers) will be hung in this area of few fire roads close to Sydney.  Travel times will vary across the course plus access up and down ridges may present special challenges this year.  Past “NavShielders” know that the location will only be announced one week prior to the event on 3 / 4 July. 

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for details of on-line registration for either the ONE day or TWO day event.  Don’t delay registrations will close shortly.

First Aid   St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  Our BWRS course includes some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can also receive a discount.  Since you have just missed our May First Aid course your next chance will be November 6 / 7 for this great training.  

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) training provides comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”

Word must have gotten around that BWRS has a very good Instructor as courses usually have a full house.  The next RAFA course will be 9 / 10 & 23 / 24 October.  Book early to ensure your place in this popular training.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location such as Camp Coutts Scout Centre at Waterfall.

Equipment   Our BWRS Toyota Troop Carrier has been serviced, as usual, prior to its annual RTA Heavy Vehicle Inspection and demanding commitment for NavShield.

Land   BWRS is the Trustee for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.  The site has been cleaned of its long grass and obvious mess.  Demolition of old buildings is still required.  Our BWRS building committee has met and reviewed possible structures.  The first step of a site survey has occurred.  Good preliminary discussions have occurred with Council on building requirements.  Building progress is heavily dependent on successful grant applications.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  The more you buy the cheaper the map with our bulk discount!  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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