The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday,18th May 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.40 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood),Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), John Clarke (NPA), Lyn Gett (Sutherland), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Ron McMillan (Sutherland), Larry Nolan (CMW), Belinda Rothery (Bankstown), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   P Hart, D Kruse, E Youds

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the April Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   Tricor Trading (PLBs, etc.) - Advertising Enquiry;


NSW Nordic Ski Club Inc. - Affiliation Application


Employers Mutual NSW Ltd. - W. Comp. Policy Renewal Documents


Out:   Payment of Invoices;   BAI Insurance Officer - 2010-11 Composite 


Insurance Renewal Return;   Tricor Trading (PLBs, etc.) - Advertising 


Information;   Clubs  -  April Minutes;   


NSW Nordic Ski Club Inc.  -  Affiliation Application Declined


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Clarke
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


Barbara advised that following the Management Committee decision to provide $6,000 for donations, the estimated surplus for YE 30/6/10 would be approximately $200.  The Budget for 2011 is an estimated loss of $250, allowing for only $2,000 in donations, however as is normal practice this will be reviewed in May 2011.  Affiliation fees will be unchanged.  


Administration Officer
$ 1,234.50
Salary  -  May


AustralianSuper
117.30
Super  -  May


B Hanlon
250.00
“The B” May Ed.


D Green
124.65
Reimbursement


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  


Michael read out a Motion which he requested be put to the General Meeting calling for Confederation to establish a Fighting Fund, initially capped at $2,000, in regard to legal and/or publicity expenses relating to a campaign against the State Government’s proposed NSW National Parks and Wildlife Tourism Amendment Bill 2010.  Dodie advised she had already had discussions with Michael on this item;  the item now to be discussed under General Business.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  


Dodie advised that BAI had redirected a caller to Confederation regarding Ben Boyd National Park and the possible construction of fixed camping sites and small lodges within the Park.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


No Report tabled.  Dodie advised that Peter is seeking information and a quote on Officers or Directors Liability Insurance from BAI Insurance Officer.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

Dodie advised nothing further to report.  No updates have been sent out to stakeholders nor updated on the website.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
C Bowden
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


See Report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
Larry Nolan (CMW) advised that his club was considering a reprint of the Budawang Sketch Map and asked for clubs to advise the number of maps they would likely purchase.  

9.2
Donations to Conservation Organisations


Dodie advised that the Management Committee has resolved that $6,000 be put towards donations and recommends an allocation of $2,000 to BWRS, $2,000 to NPA NSW, $1,000 to the Colong Foundation and $1,000 to the NCC.  


Motion:   That the General Meeting accept the $6,000 allocation for donations, being $2,000 to BWRS;  $2,000 to the NPA NSW;  $1,000 to the Colong Foundation for Wilderness;  $1,000 to the Nature Conservation Council.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Clarke
CARRIED

9.3
Motion from Conservation Officer Michael Maack


“ That the General Meeting of the Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc. establish a Fighting Fund, initially capped at $2,000 and requiring signatory approval, to pay for any legal and/or publicity expenses relating to a campaign against the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Tourism Amendment Bill 2010 which threatens to change the preservation status of the NSW National Parks reserve estate into a tourism recreation reserve estate by the NSW Government.  This will allow for tourism exploitation and revenue raising without a guarantee that the monies are to be used to promote NPWS conservation values. “  

This Motion was rescinded by Michael once the Management Committee’s donation recommendations were made known to the General Meeting.  


This Motion was proposed to inform each of the conservation organisations that funds were being donated, wherever possible, to support their respective campaigns against the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Tourism Amendment Bill 2010.  


Motion:   That at this General Meeting Confederation’s donation to your organisation be used, wherever possible, to pay for any legal and/or publicity expenses in the campaign against the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Tourism Amendment Bill 2010.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

9.4
Insurance Cover re Combined Club Activities


Larry Nolan (CMW) enquired if a combined activity with one or more clubs affiliated with Confederation is held is that activity and the participants covered by our insurance policies ?.  Dodie advised that our insurance policies would cover the activity and its participants.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th June 2010 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President’s Report  -  Dodie Green

The Management Committee has been busy this year and has been meeting monthly and will be meeting again in June.  Thanks to the MC for its ongoing time and efforts in managing the Confederation’s affairs.  

Copyright Agency Limited   After becoming a member of CAL, a claim of $3,911 has been completed for Confederation publications from 2006 -2009.  

Register of Delegates - Nomination Form   The final form has been approved by the MC.  Clubs will be sent this form with the 2010/2011 insurance invoices.  Any changes to delegates will need to be sent to the Confederation using this form.  

Affiliation Application -  Nordic   The Confederation considered the NSW Nordic Ski Club's (NNSC) Application at a Management Committee Meeting May 10 2010.  The Committee considered and reviewed the NNSC Programs for 2009 and 2010, the Aims of NNSC and its Insurance Questionnaire.  The Committee sought advice from and undertook discussions with Bushwalking Australia Inc’s (BAI) Insurance Officer on the coverage of Nordic Skiing as a programmed Club activity.  On the basis of the advice received, and as Bushwalking was not mentioned in the Aims of the NNSC, and was not a core activity of the submitted Club Programs, the Management Committee declined NNSC's application for Affiliation to the Confederation.  In considering its decision the Management Committee was sympathetic to the past affiliation of the NNSC and to Nordic Skiing as an outdoor recreation.  

Bob Ryan's Proposal   The MC agreed that on his first proposal for BWC “to help establish a management process for visitor books in remote areas to better understand where bushwalkers go and how often they go there” that Bob be invited to write an article for the Bushwalker and for distribution to Clubs. And that Clubs response to the article be used as a means of measuring Club interest in the sponsoring of walker books at locations throughout NSW before any further action is taken by the Confederation.  On Bob’s second proposal being to “harness the expertise that exists within the community of bushwalkers, to review and comment on protected natural area legislation, management policies and processes”, the MC agreed that the Confederation already has a Conservation Sub-committee and that the formation of another sub committee was not necessary to address these issues was not necessary.  

Projected 2010 Profit & Loss and 2011 Budget   The Confederation Treasurer Barbara presented a forecast of the Confederation’s Profit and Loss Statement for 2010 financial year and a budget for 2011. This budget was accepted by the MC. And will be discussed in tonight’s Treasurer’s Report.

Response to BAI Draft Risk Document   The Confederation received 13 responses from Clubs, representing a total membership of 3025 of the Confederations affiliated Club membership for 2010/2011 of 9210.  The following Clubs submitted comments and the MC would like to thank these clubs for their comments.  A few clubs in particular put a great deal of consideration and detail into submitted comments & we will thank each of them for their time and effort.  

The Bush Club, Central West Bushwalking Club, Family Bushwalkers Inc., Narrabri Bushwalking Club, Newcastle Ramblers Bushwalking Club, Northern Rivers Bushwalkers Club, Shoalhaven Bushwalkers, South Coast Bushwalking Club, Sutherland Bushwalking Club, Sydney Bushwalkers, Upper Blue Mountains Bushwalking Club, Wanderers Bushwalking & Outdoor Club and Yarrawood Bushwalking Club.  

The Confederation is in the process of finalising comments for submission to BAI.  

The majority of clubs expressed concerns about the increasing workloads and burdens being placed upon them as volunteers both as Club officials and leaders.  This will be clearly communicated in our response to BAI.  

President's Day   The Presidents’ Meeting will most likely be scheduled for late September.  The date will be finalized in the coming week and announced to Clubs and their respective Presidents.  

Photos from Splendour Rock Anzac Day Dawn   Bill Sanday has written a piece for the Bushwalker on the Service.  If there are any clubs or individuals who may have photos of the service and who are happy to supply them for use in the Bushwalker, please contact or forward the photos along with your details to:  admin@bushwalking.com.au.

The Bush Club 70 Rivers Project   At the last meeting in April, I passed on my congratulations to the Bush Club on its publication “Celebrating Seventy ’ that celebrated its 70th year as Club and the 70 Rivers Project, being 70 walks encompassing 70 rivers.  Several people after the meeting expressed their interest in the publication.  It can be purchased for $10 by contacting Bob Taffel on:   Phone  9958 6825    Email  rtaffel@hotmail.com.

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  April  2010

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 411.40
	

	      ING Direct
	
106,156.96
	

	      Petty Cash
	
329.98
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 106,898.34

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,234.60
	

	      PAYG payable
	
69.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
117.46
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,425.66

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 105,472.68

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
42,548.38
	

	      Current Earnings
	
12,851.50
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 105,472.68


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
A coalition of major environment groups including the NCC, the NPA, the TEC, the Colong Foundation for Wilderness and other local conservation groups have started to lobby the NSW Government vigorously against the National Parks and Wildlife Tourism Amendment Bill, 2010 yet to be introduced into Parliament. After receiving legal advice it is obvious that the wording of the bill is ambiguous and threatens to weaken the constraints that have preserved the original intent of the National Parks Act since its inception. It is possible under the proposed legislation for tourism potential to be assessed as a necessary precondition for the reservation of lands under any National Parks estate tenure. The provision for development sustainability also seems to have been weakened under the legislative proposals.  
▪
In late April the NSW Government introduced the National Parks Estate (Riverina Red Gum Reservations) Bill 2010 into Parliament. While some lands are to be reserved into the National Parks Estate, and some into aboriginal ownership, forestry operations will continue in the Millewa State forest on a transitional basis until 2015 with transitional funding coming from the Environmental Trust Fund to lessen the impact from the adjustments to the Riverina communities.  

▪
The final reconstruction of historic huts in the Kosciuszko National Park (KNP) is complete with final touches being applied to Dr Forbes hut, one of five river stone huts in the Geehi area along the Swampy Plains River.  The estimated completion date was May 14th.  

▪
Illegal four wheel drive activity in the Moonee Beach Nature Reserve near Coffs Harbour has resulted in substantial damage to both natural and cultural features of the area, as well as walking tracks and access gates. Anyone with information should report it to the police, NPWS or the Coffs Harbour Council.  

▪
The NPWS is to conduct rabbit control at Perisher Resort in the KNP. The rabbit increase in numbers threatens the Mountain Pygmy possum and the Broad-toothed rat. Foxes and cat numbers are also increasing and these will be simultaneously culled. Wild dog baiting will be laid throughout the park in known infested areas in the week starting May 17th.  

▪
Landowners who have breached the Native Vegetation Act are to be sent before and after satellite images of damaged land on their properties in an attempt to educate them on the prudence of compliance. The letters will also alert landowners to incentive funding available to restore and protect vegetation on their properties.  

▪
Vandalism in the William Howe Regional Park near Camden has caused an estimated $20000 damage. The Turkeys Nest Lookout has been temporarily closed.  Anyone with information should report it to the police, NPWS (98957420) or Crimestoppers (1800333000)  

▪
Fox and feral pig control is to be conducted this month in the Winburndale and Eusdale Nature Reserves, approximating 35000 hectares, near Bathurst-Lithgow. All private landowners are being advised to muzzle or chain their dogs to prevent accidental poisonings.  

▪
DECCW scientists are studying rings in the earbones of native freshwater fish to understand the effects of restricted water flows (i.e. in periods of prolonged drought) on their development and overall health. This study could provide a precursor to the overall health of wetlands. This study was part of the Rivers Environmental Restoration Program conducted by the NSW Government.  

NP&WS  -  Plans of Management  -  in preparation

An opportunity exists for stakeholders to register their interest in being part of the process of revising the Plan of Management for the Royal National Park, Heathcote National Park and Garrawarra State Conservation Area.  

o   o   o   O   o   o   o
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  This report is only a summary of the more obvious activities of BWRS.  Members are often busy answering enquiries on bush safety, liaising with emergency services on necessary competencies and co-ordination, maintaining equipment etc.

Callout   On Sunday 16 May two members of BWRS joined SES & RFS volunteers in a Sutherland Police land search for a teenager thrown from a boat in an overnight collision.  Unfortunately, he was located at low tide close to where he disappeared; deceased.

Training   On 29 / 30 May BWRS will hold a general training weekend.  Operational Members of BWRS are bushwalkers with an extra range of competencies.  This training at Mogo Creek will hone radio communication, rope, GPS & altimeter skills.

 BWRS always welcomes experienced bushwalkers to eventually become Operational Members of this valuable community service – BWRS.  We always want to increase our numbers or just replace other members who have moved on.  Our Operational Members are experienced bushwalkers with some valuable extra skills that makes them outstanding remote area rescue personnel.

NavShield   Every year NavShield is a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  Don’t miss this great chance for your club members to practise bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere with other emergency services including RFS, SES, VRA and Ambulance Paramedics.  Course setting has commenced for this area of few fire roads close to Sydney.  Past “NavShielders” know that the location will only be announced one week prior to the event on 3 / 4 July. 

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for details of on-line registration for either the ONE day or TWO day event.

First Aid   St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  Our BWRS course includes some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can also receive a discount.  Since you have just missed our May First Aid course your next chance will be November 6 / 7 for this great training.  

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) training provides comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”

Word must have gotten around that BWRS has a very good Instructor as courses usually have a full house.  The next RAFA course will be 9 / 10 & 23 / 24 October.  Book early to ensure your place in this popular training.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location such as Camp Coutts Scout Centre at Waterfall.

Land   BWRS is the Trustee for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.  The site has been cleaned of its long grass and obvious mess.  Demolition of old buildings is still required.  BWRS has formed a building committee.  Good preliminary discussions have occurred with Council on a draft plan.  Building progress is heavily dependent on successful grant applications.  

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  The more you buy the cheaper the map with our bulk discount!  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 

Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Dodie Green

A conference call was held on May 11 attended by all states including Tasmania who have recently returned to BAI.  

The following issues were discussed arising from Previous Minutes:  

BAI Blog:   Ian Ross the administrator of Bushwalk Australia online forum, presented to the meeting on the viability of BAI creating a BAI forum.  Each of the BAI delegates agreed to log on and review the online forum and provide comments to John Marshall QLD for the next meeting.  

Risk Management Working Group:   Deadline for next round of feedback was May 14 comments to be submitted by NSW and Tasmania.  

The following issues were presented by the BAI President David Reid:  

Ilpurla Trail:   This trail from Roma Gorge to Palm Valley in the N.T is being developed with the local indigenous community and Into the Blue Creative Walks. Campsites will be built and local rangers and guides will be trained from the Arrentre people who will lead the walk.  IBCW have approached BAI to develop a partnership with BAI that could include members from BWC assisting in the training and mentoring of young guides.  Discussions are continuing as to the feasibility of such an arrangement.  

Healthy Parks Healthy People Congress:   The Congress 11 -16 April, was attended by 1000 delegates from 38 Countries.  

David reported that the following themes emerged from the Congress:   

The need to rethink the role of national parks and other protected areas;  they cannot be just conservation museums.    The importance of identifying all stakeholders in the parks system and encouraging collaboration.    The importance of encouraging people to engage nature.    The role of nature based tourism in promoting the value of parks and in environmental education.  

Bushwalking Victoria (BV) also had strong interest in its Green Walking Concept, Green Walking being the idea of making it easy for people to rediscover a connection with nature by walking in green spaces or green walking.  BV has registered, as a strategic move, the domain names “greenwalkingvictoria”, “greenwalksvictoria” and the business names “greenwalking” and “greenwalks”.  

Great Walks Magazine Interview:   David was interviewed by the GWM in April on a range of issues around recreational walking.  It will appear in the next edition.  

The Treasurer reported that BAI currently has a reconciled bank balance of $18,211.66.  
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