The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th April 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Peter Hart (SCB), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Lyn Gett (Sutherland), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Ron McMillan (Sutherland), Larry Nolan (CMW), Belinda Rothery (Bankstown), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Visitor   Bob Ryan

Apologies   M Isaacs, B Mitchell

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the March Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   Mudgee Bushwalkers - Ambulance Costs incurred in a Callout


Sydney Bushwalkers - Information re Leadership Training, etc.


Wild Aid First Aid - Advertising Enquiry;   Northern Rivers Bushwalking Club - 


Clarification re Questionnaire and Membership Total;   


Mole Creek Hotel, Tasmania - Bushwalkers’ Drop & Pick Up Bus Service


Batemans Bay Bushwalkers - Provision of Incident Report form to Confed.


Walking Legends Guided Walks, N.Z. - Advertising Enquiry


Out:   Payment of Invoices;   Wild Aid First Aid - Advertising Information;   


Centacare Industries - Problem re Postal Charges;   Walking Legends Guided 


Walks, N.Z.  -  Advertising Information

(M)
J Wouters
(S)
B Rothery
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

See Report tabled.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED


Standing Orders were suspended.  


Dodie introduced Bob Ryan who had requested to address Confederation in order to seek support on two requests:  1. to help establish a management process for visitor books in remote areas to better understand where bushwalkers go and how often;   2. to harness the expertise within the bushwalking community to review and comment on protected natural area legislation, management policies and processes.  Discussion ensued.  Confederation Conservation Officer Michael Maack advised that letters of objection re State Government’s commercialisation of and hunting in National Parks had been sent.  Due to time constraints Dodie suggested that this matter to referred to a Management Committee meeting.  Dodie thanked Bob Ryan.  


Motion:   That this matter be referred to the Management Committee for consideration.  


(M)
B Rothery
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED


The General Meeting resumed.  

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled by the President.  Net profit to date approx. $14,000;  equity approx. $106,000.  


Administration Officer
$ 1,076.90
Salary  -  March


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


AustralianSuper
100.45
Super  -  March


ATO
87.00
3Q BAS


NetRegistry Pty. Ltd.
13.75
Reg. Domain Name


NPA
228.14
Charges Oct. to March


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


Administration Officer advised of two new advertisers each taking a half page ad. space.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Wilf advised that 90% of the construction parts of the new Lillians Bridge, Blue Mountains N.P., are authentic replicas of the original bridge parts as proposed by the NP&WS Heritage Branch.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


See Report tabled.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

Dodie advised nothing further to report.  Expecting an update at the end of May from ORIC on its progress with the legal review of Version 1 documents.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


The Quarterly TeleConference Call has been delayed until May 11, so will report to the next General Meeting on the outcomes of this call.  


John Marshall, President of Bushwalking QLD has been elected as a representative of BAI to the Board of Outdoor Council of Australia (OCA).  OCA is the national peak body of the respective state outdoor recreation bodies of which includes NSW’s Outdoor Recreation Industry Council (ORIC).  The BAI President has asked the State Bushwalking Federations to give some consideration to what BAI should pursue through its OCA Board membership.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
The Bush Club  -  70th Anniversary


Dodie congratulated The Bush Club on their 70th Anniversary and the production of the anniversary book “70 Rivers” in celebration of the event.  

9.2
Confederation Remembrance Wall, Carlon’s Farm


Jan Wouters continued the discussion and commented on the differences between cenotaphs and war memorials and listings or not of the names of those who lost their lives in the relevant conflicts.  Jan was again reminded of Confederation’s resolution that our 1948 Splendour Rock war memorial is to remain as is.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 18th May 2010 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

o  o  o  O  o  o  o

President’s Report  -  Dodie Green

In the interest of time, this month’s report will be brief to allow sufficient time for Bob Ryan’s Presentation.  

Here’s an brief update on the following issues:  

The Management Committee intends to hold a Club President’s Meeting later in the year.  We are currently sorting out dates and defining the objectives for the meeting.  It is intended to be held on a Saturday.  We hope to send out an email shortly with further details.  

The draft BAI Risk Management Guidelines document was circulated earlier this month.  We welcome all comments from Clubs and look forward to receiving them by May 7.  

I have received a phone call from the President of NSW Nordic Ski Club indicating it wishes to re-apply for affiliation to the Confederation.  It was most recently affiliated until 2005.  

A reminder to clubs of the Anzac Dawn Service Rock being hosted by Bill Sanday on behalf of the Confederation at 6.00 a.m. at Splendour Rock.  

The Management Committee at its last meeting approved the purchase of the new AS/NZ Risk Management Guidelines AS/NZ 31000: 2009 and a Guide to Risk Management in Sport & Recreation.  These documents will be used for review of the Risk Management Framework later in the year.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  March  2010

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 717.89
	

	      ING Direct
	
106,308.05
	

	      Petty Cash
	
143.23
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
950.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 108,119.17

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,076.90
	

	      PAYG payable
	
87.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
100.61
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,269.11

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 106,850.06

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
42,548.38
	

	      Current Earnings
	
14,228.88
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 106,850.06


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
Logging of the Mumbulla State Forest in South East NSW is causing fear to the local community that the koala population in the area is going to face extinction. Last month, a DECCW survey found a small but healthy population of up to 50 koalas, including females and their young, living in native forest earmarked for logging. The local community and the NCC is pleading for the NSW public to lobby the premier, the Federal Minister Peter Garrett, or their local member to voice their concern. The premier's address is below:  



Premier Kristina Keneally's Ministerial Office



Address:Level 40 Governor Macquarie Tower, 1 Farrer Place



Sydney NSW 2000



Phone:(02) 9228 5239
Email:  premier@www.nsw.gov.au
▪
The NCC has written to the Minister for DECCW, Mr Frank Sartor, expressing its concerns regarding the commercialisation, read tourism, in National Parks. The minister has provided an assurance that “no development of any kind will be considered in wilderness areas in NSW”. However if the 20 recommendations of the TTF (Tourism Task Force) are upheld then development will be allowed or tacitly allowed through a pre-approval process (recommendation 11). The case of Green Gully (Blue Mts Nat Park)is cited. Concern was also expressed regarding the loose wording of the tentative bill.  

▪
The annual program to control Bitou Bush on the state's coastline is to begin, starting in the Myall Lakes, Hat Head, Crowdy Head and the Booti Booti, Saltwater National Parks as well as the Sea Lakes, Woregore, Limeburner's Creek, and Khappinghat Nature Reserves, all north of Newcastle. Bitou Bush is one of the State's worst weed invaders having come originally from South Africa. Parts of these parks may be closed whilst helicopter-borne glysophate and metsulfuron-methyl (in low concentration) spraying is underway. The NPWS is asking the public for their cooperation to avoid these areas to ensure that the program is completed successfully and safely.  

▪
Vandals have struck the Washpools Camping Area in Towarri National Park west of Scone. This is the third major attack on the camping area since last October and it will be closed until remedial work on the damaged toilet block can be undertaken. Any person who can provide information on the perpetrators are asked to contact either the NPWS Upper Hunter Area office (Telephone 02 6540 2300) or the NPWS Hunter Region office (Telephone 02 4984 8200) or Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000.  

▪
Repairs are to be soon undertaken on the Wadbilliga Road within Wadbilliga National Park which was damaged as a result of heavy rains damaging culverts and road profiles just over a month ago. Temporary closures of the road may be experienced during the rehabilitation work.  

▪
Wild dog control is being undertaken in the Dorrigo Plateau area west of Coffs Harbour. Barrier fencing, trapping, 1080 bait laying as well as ongoing monitoring is being employed. The Cathedral Rock National Park is also affected. Other areas undergoing wild dog control at present are the Maryland, Toonumbar, Richmond Range, Mebbin, Mt Jerusalem, Bundjalung, Nightcap and Goonengerry National Parks, and the Whian Whian State Conservation Area and Bungabbee and Muckleewee Mountain Nature Reserve in the Northern Rivers region. The public is being warned of the dangers to their pets in these areas.  

▪
Gazettal of a significant Aboriginal site in Cooma has come to fruition with the Coolamatong Aboriginal Place at Lambie Gorge on Back Creek at the edge of town being declared. The local Reconciliation Committee originally nominated the site for consideration as an Aboriginal Place as it is believed to be a traditional Aboriginal campsite for the Ngarigo Aboriginal people well before the arrival of Europeans to the area.  

▪
A NPWS raid on a Northmead property in Sydney has netted seven Pygmy spiny-tailed skinks, originally found in the Pilbara Region of Western Australia. The NPWS will undertake DNA testing to establish whether they are being held illegally and are part of illegal reptile trading. According to Sally Barnes from the NPWS, "If you are holding reptiles which have been illegally obtained or holding reptiles without a license, you risk a visit from NPWS and a maximum penalty of 6 months in prison and/or $11,000". Anyone with information about the illegal trade or possession of wildlife can contact the NSW environment hotline on 131555 or Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000.  

▪
The access to Tuckers Rock in the Bongil Bongil National Park, south of Coffs Harbour, has been restored after landslips caused by storm flooding blocked beach access late last year.  

▪
A memorandum of understanding has been signed between the  Dunghutti and Gumbaynggirr Peoples and DECCW for the management of Yarriabini National Park, south of Macksville in an effort to protect the Nambucca Valley icon - Mount Yarrahapinni and its surrounding lands. "This MOU intends for the Park to provide greater opportunities for Gumbaynggirr and Dunghutti Peoples to reconnect with Country," according to the North Coast Region Manager  Alan Jeffery.  

▪
A novel “DustWatch Website” has been launched by the DECCW to track and monitor dust storms throughout NSW using satellite imagery. According to the DECCW the DustWatch program aims to:  


-
Report on the extent and severity of wind erosion by measuring dust concentration and observing visibility


-
Raise awareness of the effects of wind erosion on the landscape and the impacts of dust on the community and the environment


-
The previous DustWatch program started in 2005 and has around 200+ subscribers to a weekly newsletter. The website can be found at the URL:   www.environment.nsw.gov.au/dustwatch
▪
A rare sighting of five elusive and threatened Regent Honeyeaters has been seen at Kitchener, south of Cessnock, recently. This species normally follows the flowering of gums and mistletoe from their breeding sites in the Northern Tablelands and in the Capertee Valley. Greater dispersion of the species is encouraging for this species' recovery program.  

Insurance/Legal Sub-Committee  -  Peter Hart
Clarification was requested by several clubs on the membership number to record in their insurance questionnaire since doubt had arisen over the financial status of various club members on 15th March. The enquirers were referred to their respective club constitutions to determine whether a grace period existed for payment of the club membership fee.  

An enquiry was received as to whether ambulance costs will be covered by our PA policy when an individual holds their own policy covering such costs.  The answer to this question was found within the PA policy section entitled "NON MEDICARE MEDICAL EXPENSES".   Such costs (including ambulance costs) will only be paid under the policy to the extent that they are not recoverable from another source.  For example, an injured walker who has ambulance cover through private hospital insurance would first lodge a claim with their insurer.  If their insurer doesn't pay the full cost and/or charges an excess then the walker can claim the outstanding amount and/or excess under BAI's PA insurance policy.  

Some discussions were held with BAI's insurance officer (David Gordon) to ascertain whether BAI's insurance policies could cover an affiliated club in which bushwalking is a secondary activity.  David advised that such a club would be covered by BAI's insurance policies if Confederation approved the club's application for affiliation.  However, he advised that Confederation should be wary of an application which may have been submitted on the basis of lower insurance costs instead of the basis of shared aims with the Confederation.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  This report is only a summary of the more obvious activities of BWRS.  Members are often busy answering enquiries on bush safety, liaising with emergency services on necessary competencies and co-ordination, maintaining equipment etc.

Training   On 27 / 28 March BWRS held one of its two annual major “Operational” training weekends.  This was a particularly well attended weekend based at Murphy’s Glen.  Four search teams were each given a task area to the south west of base in this practice co-ordination of search teams and search techniques.  BWRS also trialled a further improvement to its UHF radio network with a portable repeater placed on a hill.  This mostly worked well to reduce the need to set up the (very effective but time consuming) HF radio.

BWRS always welcomes experienced bushwalkers to eventually become Operational Members of this valuable community service – BWRS.  We always want to increase our numbers or just replace other members who have moved on.  Our Operational Members are experienced bushwalkers with some valuable extra skills that makes them outstanding remote area rescue personnel.

NavShield   Every year NavShield is a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  NavShield is a great way to practise bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere with other emergency services including RFS, SES, VRA and Ambulance Paramedics.  Course setting has commenced for this area of few fire roads close to Sydney.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for details of past NavShields.  Around the end of April on-line registration will open for either the ONE day or TWO day event.

First Aid   St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  Our BWRS course includes some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can also receive a discount.  The next course will be on May 22 – 23, 2010.  Bookings will close on Friday, May 14 for this Sydney area based course of two days.  

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) training provides comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  

Last weekend, April 17 / 18, was the first of the TWO weekends required of the latest RAFA course.  Word must have gotten around that BWRS has a very good Instructor as it was full course.  The next RAFA course will be 9 / 10 & 23 / 24 October.  Book early to ensure your place in this popular training.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location such as Camp Coutts Scout Centre at Waterfall.

Land   BWRS is the Trustee for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.  We are currently reviewing  possible funding options.  However, the first requirement is to cleanup this rather messy site of rusted shipping containers and past buildings.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  The more you buy the cheaper the map with our bulk discount!  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 

PAGE  
4
Confed Mins   20 April 2010


