The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th March 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Denise Kruse (Span), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Ed Youds (Span), Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Belinda Rothery (Bankstown), David Springthorpe (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   J Callaway, M Maack, P Hart, B Mitchell

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the February Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted with the following item inserted under General Business:  


Jan Wouters again raised his suggestion that Confederation have the names of those bushwalkers who lost their lives in WWII inserted on our Memorial Plaque at Splendour Rock.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
E Youds
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   Sydney Bush Walkers - Enquiry re Risk Waiver for Abseiling;


Copyright Agency Limited - Membership Certificate;    Manly Spit Bushwalking 


Club  -  Request Insurance Documentation;    Ulitarra Conservation Society, 


Coffs Harbour - Affiliation Enquiry;    Happy Wanderers - Info. re RM Practices 


and Procedures;  Waiver Forms;    NCC - Request Confederation Signature to 


Letter to State Premier re Mumbulla State Forest, Koala Colony and Imminent 


Logging;    Hunter Area Walkabout Club - Enquiry re Child Protection Issues


Newcastle Ramblers Bushwalking Club  -  Request copy Public Liability 


Certificate of Currency re Newcastle City Council and Weed Eradication Site;    


Clarence Valley Bushwalkers - Enquiry re Questionnaire and 15 March cut off 


date for Membership Total in relation to the club’s AGM on 26 March;    


Bankstown Bushwalking Club - Enquiry re Archive of Club Records


Out:   Advertisers’ Invoices;    ORIC Board - Confederation Letter re Request 


that Legal Advice be obtained - AAS V1 documents prior to release to the 


General Public;    Copyright Agency Limited - Confederation Membership 


Application;    Sydney Bush Walkers - Response re Risk Waiver for Abseiling


Ulitarra Conservation Society, Coffs Harbour - Affiliation Information Manly 


Spit Bushwalking Club - Insurance Documentation;   Clubs - Advice re 


NP&WS notification of Closures;    Mr Bill Sanday - ANZAC Day Dawn 


Service, Splendour Rock;    Clubs - Request for Bushwalking Articles with 


Photographs;    Advertisers - Deadline for Receipt of Artwork, May 2010 Ed.

(M)
J Wouters
(S)
B Rothery
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green


See Report tabled.  


(M)
M Covi
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  Dodie advised equity of approximately $111,000 and a year-to-date profit of approximately $19,000.  


Ed Youds (Span) enquired if Confederation would consider a reduction in the affiliation fee of 50 cents or even $1.00.  Dodie advised that there will be certain expenditures this year, specifically on legal advice and possibly the engagement of a risk management professional and that Ed’s question would be tabled at the next Management Committee meeting.  


Administration Officer
$1,127.10
Salary  -  February


AustralianSuper
105.75
Super  -  February


Australia Post
79.50
P.O. Box Renewal


Ligare Pty. Limited
3,080.00
“The B” Printing


Centacare Industries
823.52
“The B” Mail Out


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled which was summarised by Dodie Green.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


No Report tabled.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

There is little to report on the AAS this month.  The Confederation is yet to receive a response to its letter.  However I understand from the ORIC website’s AAS Project Update page that legal analysis and formal advice is being sought on the AAS documents.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
M Covi
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
C Bowden
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


BAI has sort comment from the states on its Draft Risk Management Guidelines and the Management Committee has provided feedback to BAI.  The Management Committee has sought additional time to provide more detailed comments and to seek input from its Clubs on the content of the document and usefulness of this document.  An email will be sent to clubs with the draft guidelines, the Management Committee’s comments and a deadline for comments.  All Club comments will be welcome.  The next BAI Teleconference is scheduled for late April.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
B Rothery
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
Confederation Remembrance Wall, Carlon’s Farm


Jan Wouters tabled a suggestion that Confederation have a Remembrance Wall constructed at Carlon’s Farm, Blue Mountains inscribed with the names of those bushwalkers who lost their lives in World War II.  Discussion ensued.  Carlon’s Farm land is leased from the NP&WS with permission to be negotiated for the proposal to go ahead.  


Dodie asked for a Seconder to Jan’s proposed Motion;  there was no Seconder.  


Dodie stated that whilst she appreciated Jan’s sentiments, this item has been discussed on a number of occasions always with the agreement that no action will be taken to alter our WWII Memorial Plaque which was installed at Splendour Rock in 1948 by the then named New South Wales Federation of Bush Walking Clubs.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th April, 2010 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President’s Report  -  Dodie Green

During the month the Confederation sent a message out to Clubs on the present heightened dangers of Canyoning due to heavy rainfall and the consequences of ignoring NPWS & other land manager closure signs.  I’d like to take this opportunity to reiterate that warning.  

The next deadline for Bushwalker articles is April 2.  Merrilyn our Administrator sent out an email with the required technical details for submitting an article.  We encourage clubs and their members to submit articles on their activities to the Bushwalker.  

The Nepean Bushwalking Club will no longer be convening the Anzac Day Dawn Service at Splendour Rock in the Wild Dog Mountains in the Blue Mountains National Park.  The Confederation is hoping that the MC of the Service since 2001, Bill Sanday, will now host this Service on behalf of the Confederation.  We will send an email to advertise the Dawn Service once we have agreed arrangements with Bill Sanday.  

The Confederation was contacted by the Nature Conservation Council of NSW with a request to be a signatory to a letter to the Premier, Ministers for Sartor and MacDonald.  This letter requested that logging be ceased in the Mumbulla Forest to save a colony of 50 koalas and for the forest to be added to the National Parks system.  The Confederation was given 24 hours to respond to this request, fortunate timing on the day of a Management Committee (MC) meeting.  The MC agreed that this was indeed the sort of campaign the Confederation should support and I signed the form on behalf of the Confederation.  

A Risk Management Workshop is to be run by a visiting outdoor risk management consultant from the US.  The workshop is being hosted by ORIC and the MC recently approved the expense for two MC members to attend.  

The MC has requested a quote and information on Association Liability Insurance and will advise as further information is received.  

Several meetings ago the General Meeting approved the membership application of the statutory agency Copyright Agency Limited.  This has now been submitted.  

As mentioned earlier in the report, the MC met in March and is likely to meet again in April.  

Our Legal and Insurance Subcommittee chaired by Peter Hart is receiving a regular stream of queries regarding insurance and child protection issues.  We encourage clubs to raise any questions and issues on these matters any other matters they wish to raise for discussion or to seek advice on.  Thanks to Peter for his work on this front.

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  February  2010

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 623.18
	

	      ING Direct
	
110,101.25
	

	      Petty Cash
	
205.53
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
2,015.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 112,944.96

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,127.10
	

	      PAYG payable
	
48.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
105.91
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,285.61

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 111,659.35

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
42,548.38
	

	      Current Earnings
	
19,038.17
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 111,659.35


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
It became apparent on March 3, 2010, to eight environment groups, that the NSW State Government has relinquished its pledge to contemporaneously establish River Red Gum wetland reserves along the Murray and its tributaries. According to Peter Cooper, Campaigner for The Wilderness Society Sydney, "Despite yesterday’s rhetoric of new national park protection for Red Gum, the State Government has kept the best areas open to logging for five years. ...The Millewa forest, identified as an area significant enough for national park protection, will wait five years before it is protected. This is an exceedingly generous outcome for the forestry industry but a very poor one for conservation.” This is unlike the Victorian Government which established the Barmah forest on the other side of the Murray River. Ironically the timber logged in NSW is being mainly sold as wood stove fuel in Melbourne.  

▪
A new executive officer has been appointed to the NPA. His name is Kevin Evans, formerly a director at the Adelaide Zoo and was Acting President of the Conservation Council of SA  

▪
The NSW State Government announced on March 3, 2010 the construction of two new coal or gas-fired power stations both at Lithgow and in the Hunter Valley. According to Mr Max Phillips of the NCC, “The Institute of Sustainable Futures, using latest projections of NSW’s electricity use by Transgrid, has shown there is no need for new power stations and that energy efficiency, demand management and renewable energy can easily satisfy our needs.”

▪
The NPWS has issued a warning that “There will be rolling closures of sections of Wollumbin and Nightcap national parks this week to allow helicopters to lift in materials required for track maintenance.” According to the Northern Rivers Regional Manager, Mark Johnston, "The Summit Track in Wollumbin National Park (formerly Mount Warning National Park) will be closed on Tuesday 16th March. The Minyon Falls area in Nightcap National Park will be closed on Wednesday 17th March."  

▪
As part of the  Great Eastern Ranges Initiative, a corridor of reserves along the Eastern Seaboard intended to link the Australian Alps to the Atherton Tablelands, workshops were held by the DECCW at Canyonleigh (Southern Tablelands) to train landholders to identify, map and plan for the management of biodiversity on rural properties.  

▪
Conservation works were held by the Better Earth Care Program in conjunction with the National Parks and Wildlife Service in the Mt Canobolas State Conservation Area recently. This was an international event because the  Better Earth Care Program volunteers came from as far away as Japan to help in the works.  

▪
Bushwalkers should be made aware that an aggressive wild dog pack has been operating around the fringes of Blackheath (Evans Head) recently. The NPWS at Blackheath is asking for the public to help identify the location of this pack so that a professional dog trapper can be engaged to remove the dog threat  

▪
A  large landscape scale rabbit and fox control program is taking place in the Goobang National Park (Lachlan River region), commencing on Friday 12 March, 2010. For more information contact the NPWS Lachlan Area Manager, Jeff Boyd on 02 6851 4429.  

▪
The thought-to-be-extinct Spotted Bell Frog was rediscovered in the Goulburn region during the last month. This is welcome news and the exact location is thoughtfully being kept secret to avoid sightseers unintentionally damaging their delicate environment and/or to dissuade others intent on mischief.  

▪
A Koala survey has been performed over the last two years by DECCW in the Mumbulla-Bermagui area covering 22,000 hectares of forest. The conclusion is that there is a probable population of 50 koalas in this area with the majority in the Mumbulla State Forest. Although low in number the genetic diversity was encouragingly high suggesting that inbreeding was not occurring.

o  o  o  0  o  o  o

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  This report is only a summary of the more obvious activities of BWRS.  Members are often busy answering enquiries on bush safety, liaising with emergency services on necessary competencies and co-ordination, maintaining equipment etc.  

Training   Last weekend was a BWRS Induction Walk in upper Kangaroo Valley.  All BWRS Prospective Members are expected to attend a bushwalk to their assess bush fitness and be introduced to BWRS and some sections of VRA Induction.  VRA Induction includes information about how search and rescue incidents unfold / evolve and discusses the necessary personality characteristics.

On 27 / 28 March BWRS will be running one of its two annual major “Operational” training weekends.  We will be practicing co-ordination of search teams and search techniques.  In many ways it is a great chance to do a bushwalk with a radio.  We will be using the lower Blue Mountains area of NavShield 2009.

BWRS always welcomes experienced bushwalkers to eventually become Operational Members of this valuable community service – BWRS.  We always want to increase our numbers or just replace other members who have moved on.  Our Operational Members are experienced bushwalkers with some valuable extra skills that makes them outstanding remote area rescue personnel.

NavShield   Every year NavShield is a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  The site is only advised the week before the event on the first weekend of July.  NavShield is a great way to practise bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere with other emergency services including RFS, SES, VRA and Ambulance Paramedics.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for details of past NavShields.  Around the end of April on-line registration will open for either the ONE day or TWO day event.

First Aid   Weekend St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can receive a discount.  The next course will be on May 22 – 23, 2010.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website  -  www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Remote Area First Aid   (RAFA) training provides comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”

The next RAFA course on April 17 / 18 AND May 1 / 2 has already many registrations.  Do not wait until bookings close on 9 April.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location of  Camp Coutts Scout Centre at Waterfall.

Land   BWRS is the Trustee for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.  We are currently reviewing  possible funding options.  However, the first requirement is to cleanup this rather messy site.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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