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THE CONFEDERATION OF BUSHWALKING CLUBS NSW INCORPORATED

PO Box 119, Newtown, NSW, 2042

www.bushwalking.org.au

John Wells

Secretary,

Outdoor Recreational Council NSW,

Post Office Box 634, 

Wahroonga NSW 2076











         February 18, 2010

Dear John,  

The Confederation has been very actively involved in the AAS Project with representatives on the Bushwalking, Rockclimbing, Abseiling & Canoe & Kayaking Technical Working Groups.  We have also submitted detailed comments for Drafts 1 & 2 AAS documents.  

The purpose of this letter is to bring to the attention of ORIC’s Board, the Confederation’s concern that legal advice does not appear to have been sought on the NSW AAS Version 1 documents. We appreciate that this may be the result of budget and other constraints. However, we strongly recommend that a legal advice be sought prior to the submission of the Version 1 documents to the Board for review.  We understand that the Steering Committee will be making recommendations on endorsement of Version 1 documents and the obtaining of legal advice.  As we are not members of the Steering Committee, we wish to bring to the Board’s attention the Confederation’s strong view that legal advice should be sought prior to submission the Board for review and release to the public as NSW AAS Version 1. It is likely that with legal advice that the documents, will be modified and if so further comment and discussion may be necessary which could be completed prior to submission to the ORIC Board.  We believe that it is a duty and obligation of ORIC’s Board to obtain legal advice prior to the public release of the Version 1 documents. Legal review will make the Version 1 documents more useful to its intended audience. 

The Confederation is supportive of the informative legal content contained within the Victorian AAS. We would support adoption of a similar legal content specific to NSW law and legal obligations.  
The Confederation undertook a similar process in the creation of its current Bushwalking Risk Management Framework. This Framework was drafted and circulated to member clubs for comments, redrafted on the basis of those comments received and then submitted to a barrister for legal review and advice. Modifications were made to the Draft Framework on the basis of the barristers’ opinion and the Framework then submitted to the Management Committee and a General Meeting of Clubs for adoption as the Confederation’s Risk Management Framework. The Confederation will be reviewing its Risk Management Framework in 2010 after the release of the NSW Version 1 AAS documents. And we intend to follow this drafting process again. We cite this experience to demonstrate our familiarity with the drafting process and we acknowledge there are different project management documentation approaches.       

We ask that this letter be tabled for discussion by the Board.   

Yours faithfully,
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Dodie Green

President 

Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

c.c Greg James Project Manager NSW AAS 
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