The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th February 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Denise Kruse (Span), Jim Callaway (SBW), Peter Hart (SCB), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Ed Youds (Span), Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), Larry Nolan (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club), Gary Smith (SCB)

Apologies   M Covi, M Isaacs, M Maack, B Mitchell

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the January Meeting have been circulated.  


Keith stated that the Grid Reference 431 933 provided in Wilf’s January Tracks and Access Report should read 431 953.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted subject to confirmation of an agreed Grid Reference in the January Tracks and Access Report.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
E Youds
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   Macpac N.Z.  -  Advertising Enquiry;   Hunter Area Walkabout Club  -  


Advice re Children as Members;  Child Protection Policy and AAS Implications


Barrier Rangers  -  Advice re Children accepted as Members


Out:   Macpac N.Z.  -  Advertising Information;   Minutes  -  January 2010


NP&WS  -  Draft Papers re PoM Revision for Blue Mountains, Kanangra-Boyd 


and Wollemi National Parks;   2010-11 Insurance Renewal Questionnaire


(M)
D Kruse
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


No Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$562.85
Salary  -  January


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


AustralianSuper
50.65
Super  -  January


B Hanlon
250.00
“The B” - Feb. Ed.


R Caffin
100.00
“The B” - Feb. Ed.


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
E Youds
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

No Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Wilf advised that new rail and bus timetables should be obtained following recent changes to both transport services.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


See Report tabled.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

At last month’s General Meeting a motion was passed requiring the AAS Sub Committee to write a letter to the ORIC Board expressing Confederation’s concern that legal advice had not been sought on the proposed NSW AAS Version 1 documents.  The Draft letter was read to the meeting with a small change noted.  The letter was to be sent and has been sent to ORIC.  The letter is attached to the minutes.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
E Youds
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


See Report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
Larry Nolan (CMW) advised that Apex have provided the IGA Supermarket at Milton south of Nowra with PLBs for use by people venturing into the bush.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th March 2010 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President’s Report  -  Dodie Green

Plan of Management for Blue Mountains, Kanangra Boyd and Wollemi National Parks    Several documents were circulated to clubs, early February, including Draft Discussion Papers on the Significance and Values of the BMKB and Wollemi National Parks.  It is disappointing that the Draft Discussion papers for these parks were put out the week before Christmas and comments asked for so early in the year.  I believe that given the significance of these Parks the Confederation should endeavour with the input of its member Clubs to provide comments on the Draft POMs when released for public comment.  I’m happy to write a letter to the NPWS that we were unable to provide comments on the Draft Papers so early in the year for a volunteer organisation.   

Request to Speak at General meeting on National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974

I had mentioned that Bob Ryan had asked to speak at a General Meeting regarding the rewriting of the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974 and have raised this with the Management Committee.  Bob Ryan will be invited to speak at a future General Meeting.  

2010/2011 Insurance Renewal Questionnaire    The 2010-11 Insurance Renewal Questionnaire has been distributed to clubs.  Please note this year Clubs are asked to provide actual membership numbers as at 15 March 2010 as opposed to estimated numbers in previous year’s Questionnaires.  

New Auditor Required    Thank you to Terry Hogan who audited Confederation’s Financial Statements last year.  Terry has resigned and Confederation is now looking for a new volunteer auditor amongst NSW Clubs.  The Confederation asks Club Committees to see if there is a willing and suitably qualified volunteer amongst their membership and if so to contact the Confederation at:   admin@bushwalking.org.au
Club Delegate Form    In the coming weeks a Club Delegate Form will be distributed for clubs to complete.  The Confederation is required under its Constitution to maintain a Membership Register of Club Delegates which is to be available for inspection by any member of the Confederation.  This has not been done for several years and the process of maintaining a Membership Register is to recommence.  

Insurance/Legal Sub-Committee  -  Peter Hart
I plan to have a discussion with the Nature Conservation Council Executive Officer, Cate Faehrmann, in the near future concerning the possibility of providing insurance cover to NCC member groups.  

Nimbin Bushwalkers are helping with the clearing of lantana on a Crown Land road reserve and a tailored Public Liability Certificate of Currency has been provided by David Gordon so that the club can meet the Lands Department insurance requirements.  

I had a good discussion with a representative of the Hunter Area Walkabout Club on child protection, child temporary membership and parent/guardian risk waivers.  

Another good discussion took place with David Gordon concerning the frequency of signing of membership risk waivers.  The insurer’s expectation is that membership risk waivers are signed annually.  However, those clubs which ask members to sign a risk waiver prior to each activity are NOT expected to also obtain an annual membership risk waiver from each member.   

o  o  o  0  o  o  o

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  This report is only a summary of the more obvious activities of BWRS.  Members are often busy answering enquiries on bush safety, liaising with emergency services on necessary competencies and co-ordination, maintaining equipment etc.

Callout   Last month there was a large search centred around Wollangambie Canyon.  Two teams of experienced BWRS personnel traversed Wollangambie I & II plus parts of Joe’s, Bell & Du Faurs Canyons.  There was a teenager killed by a rock fall.  A debrief of emergency services involved in this search will occur soon. 

BWRS always welcomes experienced bushwalkers to eventually become Operational Members of this valuable community service – BWRS.  We always want to increase our numbers or just replace other members who have moved on.  Our Operational Members are experienced bushwalkers with some valuable extra skills that makes them outstanding remote area rescue personnel.

NavShield   Every year NavShield is a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  The site is only advised the week before the first weekend of July.  A successful NavShield requires several areas of responsibility to come together.  Later this week our NavShield co-ordinators will start serious planning for July 3 / 4.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for details of past NavShields.  Around the end of April on-line registration will open for either the ONE day or TWO day event.  NavShield is a great way to practise bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere.

First Aid   Weekend St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can receive a discount.  The next course will be on May 22 – 23, 2010.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) training provides comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”

Last weekend was the first weekend of the TWO required for RAFA training.  Don’t despair as there will be another course on April 17 / 18 AND May 1 / 2.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location of (often) Berrima Scout Camp.

Land   BWRS is the Trustee for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.  We are currently reviewing possible shared occupancy with parts of the VRA and funding opportunities.  However, the first requirement is to cleanup this rather messy site.

Publicity   The recruiting grant of 2008 / 9 has allowed BWRS to modernise its publicity material and adopt a common style of presentation on our website, pocket Calendar, letterhead etc. and have produced banners for our HQ tents in this style.  

Maps   There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 

Bushwalking Australia Inc.   -   Dodie Green

The following issues were discussed at the BAI meeting held January 27 via conference call. 

Land Access Liaison Officer    The BAI Council created the role of Land Access Liaison Officer was created. John Marshall from QLD was nominated and accepted by the meeting for the position. John would like to develop amongst the States & territories an active conversation with Tracks and Access officers.  

2010 Face to Face Meeting    Melbourne was set as the venue for the 2010 Face to Face with a proposed date of November 19 to 21 2010.  

Risk Management Guidelines    A Draft Risk Management Guideline has been circulated to States. The Draft document has been forwarded to the Confederation’s Management Committee for comment. The BAI Draft Risk Management Guidelines are intended to be a guide for Clubs writing a risk management document.  The Management Committee will pass comments back to BAI. It will also be a further consideration for the Confederation in the review of the NSW Risk Management Framework after the release of the NSW AAS Version 1 documents.  

Radio Interviews    There have been several radio interviews with BAI’s President David Reid & BAI QLD Delegate John Marshall on Local ABC Radio interstate. Interviews can be podcast if there are any members interested.  

National Walking Track & Classification System (NWTCS)    This project has been set up to establish a National Walking Track & Classification System. It is overseen by technical reference group of representatives from State & territory land management agencies. It is thought by this group that the lack of an agreed track classification standard (including signage) limits the use and accessibility of tracks. The Project has released a proposed NWTCS. The BAI President is on the Project Control Board and has encouraged other States to become involved by contacting the relevant State Contact.  

Bushwalking Australia Blog    A discussion was had about the possibility of a Bushwalking Australia Blog. Further consideration is to be given after further investigation into the process of running and maintaining a blog.  
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