The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th January 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Peter Hart (SCB), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Mitchell Isaacs (Suboir), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Lyn Gett (Sutherland), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), David Springthorpe (CMW)

Visitors   Bill Gehling (VP, BAI)

Apologies   J Callaway, D Kruse

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the December 2009 Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   NPA NSW Inc. - Confederation Lease Agreement with NPA;   Aussiecom 


Internet Consulting - New services and plans for 2010;   Mountain Huts 


Preservation Society, Tasmania - Enquiry re Cromach Club of Australia


Terrigal Trekkers Bushwalking Group - Affiliation Enquiry


Warringah Bushwalking Club - Advice re cancellation of Club Activities due to adverse weather conditions


Out:   Minutes - December 2009;   Terrigal Trekkers Bushwalking Group - 


Affiliation Information


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Isaacs
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

Dodie advised that work commitments now allowed time to pursue Confederation matters and would report on important items at the next General Meeting.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
K Maxwell
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


Barbara advised there will be additional costs forthcoming being BAI annual levy and costs relating to the obtaining of legal advice re AAS;  we need to take into account these costs when considering the affiliation fee for 2010-11.  Barbara asked Dodie to obtain an approximate figure for the AAS legal costs prior to May, when the budget for 2011 needs to be prepared.  


Administration Officer
$790.00
Salary  -  December


AustralianSuper
71.10
Super  -  December


R Caffin
300.00
“The B” Expenses (3 Eds.)


ATO
56.00
December BAS


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Wilf advised of the report of a possible active amo (gas) dump on Newnes Plateau.  Location:  Map 1st Ed. Lithgow 1:25,000;  GR 431 933.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


No Report tabled.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

Dodie advised that we were awaiting advice from ORIC’s AAS Steering Committee on the endorsement of the NSW AAS Version I documents;  that the documents did not contain any legal content/advice and that Confederation would write to ORIC requesting that they obtain legal opinion on certain issues within the proposed AAS documents.  


Motion:   That Confederation’s AAS Sub Committee write to ORIC strongly urging that legal opinion be obtained on AAS documents prior to release to the general public.  


(M)
M Covi
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Isaacs
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


Discussion ensued on the recent fatality in the Wollangambie Canyon and public comment which was made that there is very little signage in the area.  Agreed that Confederation would await release of the Coroner’s Report but would not raise an objection if the NP&WS erected an Exit sign as the canyon is popular and well frequented by the general public.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


Dodie advised that a BAI TeleConference would be held on 27th January;  that BAI were working on a National Trails classification system.  


Dodie then introduced Bill Gehling, BAI’s Vice President.  


Bill stated that BAI would appreciate a higher level of input from NSW;  that the experience of one State could be helpful to another;  that States become proactive and make their organisations known to their State Governments.  


That BAI’s prime goals are to promote bushwalking in relation to health, safety and citizenship being peoples rights and responsibilities as Australians;  that bushwalkers and their clubs hold a community view which should be expressed to Government;  also to encourage the community to take up walking.  


Peter Hart stated that Confederation propose to undertake a review of our Rish Management Policy in light of the AAS.  Bill stated that BAI were working on a draft risk management document for the States to consider and comment upon.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

9.
General Business

Dodie advised receipt of an email from a Mr Bob Ryan requesting the enlistment of Confederation in the redrafting of the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1974 No.80 in line with the categories contained in the International Union for Conservation of Nature;  he has asked to address a meeting of Confederation regarding his quest.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th February 2010 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  December  2009

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 773.78
	

	      ING Direct
	
110,443.10
	

	      Petty Cash
	
306.47
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
950.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 112,473.35

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 790.00
	

	      PAYG payable
	
56.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
71.26
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 921.86

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 111,551.49

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
42,548.38
	

	      Current Earnings
	
18,930.31
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 111,551.49


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
Due to catastrophic fire rated conditions the Yanga, Oolambeyan, Cocoparra and Willandra National Parks were closed on January 12, 2010.  Walkers are reminded that these National Parks are still under stress.  If possible, visitation should be minimised.  

▪
An historical book  “There were always people here:  A History of Yuraygir National Park” was launched on Tuesday 12 January 2010 in the Yuraygir National Park.  This book outlines the songlines of the Yaegl and Gumbaynggirr Aboriginal peoples in the Clarence Valley and their relationship with the pastoralists of the region.  

▪
During January and February 2010 the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) will be undertaking a weed spraying program a Blackberry weed spraying program at St Helenas Crater within the Blue Mountains National Park.  The St Helenas Crater area will be closed to the public for the duration of this operation.  For more information regarding the spraying operation or the Friends of St Helena volunteer group, please contact NPWS Ranger, Tina Hill on 02 47396314.  

▪
70 megalitres of environmental water purchased through the Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water (DECCW) RiverBank program is being delivered to the Whittakers Lagoon environment along the Mehi River in the Gwydir River catchment.  This is the second release with the first release being delivered last summer in December 2008.  

▪
The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) has increased patrols of national parks and nature reserves in the South Coast and Southern Highlands area during the summer holiday period in an effort to reduce illegal trail bike riding.  NPWS Area Manager, Graham Bush, said today that illegal trail bike activity increases each summer during the holiday period.  "Trail bike riding can be dangerous in remote areas a long way from medical assistance, and riding on walking tracks can also be dangerous for bushwalkers.” according to Mr Bush.  

▪
According to the NPWS, a landholder appeal against a DECCW direction to remediate cleared land in the Gwydir area has been dismissed in the Land and Environment Court, with the judge also adding 2 years onto the order. Joly Pty Ltd was the appellate concerning clearing of important habitat and an endangered ecological community on the property Yarrol, 60 kilometres west of Moree.  The clearing involved many mature Coolibah, Belah and River Cooba trees being removed by bulldozer between November 2006 and March 2007. John Hudson, a company director, was found guilty of the illegal clearing in the Land and Environment Court earlier this year and fined $400,000.  The new remediation direction requires the landowner to remove stock by February 2010 and keep stock out, control pigs, inspect and repair fences and report monthly to DECCW regarding compliance.  

▪
The NPWS recently had to contend with two contradictory weather related conditions in the Macquarie Marshes recently when they had to at first fight fires and then, were unable to even access the area due to heavy rain in the space of a few days. NPWS Coonabarabran Area Manager Mark Fosdick said that the fire was started by lightning on Monday 21 December and burnt around 2800 hectares of reed bed in the northern area of the Macquarie Marshes Nature Reserve before it was put out by rain. "If current floodwaters coming down the Macquarie River and several other smaller rivers make it to the northern Nature Reserve area the burnt reed bed should be partially if not fully flooded which, on top of local rainfall, should help the reed beds to recover," Mr Fosdick said

Plans of Management - in preparation

Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve   Development of a management plan for Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve As a result of its many attractions and variety of uses, Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve has become increasingly popular and faces growing user pressure.  In order to maintain and protect the reserve's ecological and biodiversity values, the NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) is currently developing a management plan for Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve.

Sydney Harbour National Park   Sydney Harbour National Park - getting the balance right Sydney Harbour National Park (SHNP) is the most prominent natural feature of the city of Sydney.  The park is renowned for its exceptional beauty, remnants of important vegetation and the Aboriginal and European history that it protects.  Over the next few months the National Parks and Wildlife Service will be working with the community to develop a plan of management for SHNP to determine how the park will be protected and enjoyed towards 2020.  A draft for public exhibition is expected to be ready by early 2010.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.  

Callouts   BWRS has had a busy week.  Two teams of experienced BWRS personnel were involved in the large Wollangambie Canyon (based at Mt Wilson RFS Headquarters) search on 14 January.  These teams traversed Wollangambie I & II plus parts of Joe’s, Bell & Du Faurs Canyons but it was difficult find positive signs of the missing persons in such a heavily visited area.  The teams did not return to base until nearly 9pm.

On Friday and Sunday (17 January) BWRS was involved in close searching around Hazelbrook for an elderly man with dementia.  The search was revived for Sunday after possible sightings of the missing person by the public.  Late Sunday, as BWRS was heading home, Police found his hat near a site BWRS had wanted to search.  On Monday, 18 January Police cadaver dogs located the deceased man 250m from a road.

BWRS always welcomes experienced bushwalkers to eventually become Operational Members of this valuable community service – BWRS.  We always want to increase our numbers or just replace other members who have moved on.  Our Operational Members are experienced bushwalkers with some valuable extra skills that makes them outstanding remote area rescue personnel.

NavShield   NavShield is always a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  Pencil in your diary the first weekend in July 2010 for NavShield (site TBA).  Planning has already started for Nav 2010 with a likely NavShield site selected.  Land use permission is now required.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for NavShield 2009 results from either the ONE day or TWO day event.  NavShield is a great way to practise bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere.     

First Aid   Weekend St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can receive a discount.  The next course will be on May 22 – 23, 2010.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) training provides comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”

There still are many places available in the next RAFA course to be held over TWO weekends in February 13 / 14 & 27 / 28, 2010.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location of Berrima Scout Camp.

Land   Just before Christmas, BWRS become the Trustees for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.  We have now met to determine how to cleanup this rather messy site.

Calendar   A recruiting grant in 2008 / 9 has allowed BWRS to modernise its publicity material.  The pocket Calendar was revised.  The 2010 pocket Calendar has been printed and distributed to Clubs, VRA Squads, some outdoor shops and Police.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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