The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th December 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Peter Hart (SCB), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Mitchell Isaacs (Suboir), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Tony Hickson (Bush Club), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the November Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   The Wilderness Society  -  WildEndurance 1&2 May 2010


Hill Top Residents’ Action Group Inc.  -  Success in the L&E Court


re Hill Top Shooting Range Development Application


The Bush Club  -  Request issue of BHP Biliton proposed longwall mining, 
southern edge of Sydney be referred to our Conservation Officer


Canberra Bushwalking Club  -  Notification of bushwalking incident requiring 
hospitalisation of walker


Out:   Advertisers  -  Reminder re deadline for February 2010 Edition


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

Dodie apologised that she had little to report to date due to very long working hours currently dominating.  


(M)
W Hilder
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


Barbara advised ING Business Optimiser balance of approximately $112,000.  


Administration Officer
$ 1,178.35
Salary  -  November


AustralianSuper
111.10
Super  -  November


B Mitchell
298.00
Refund re 1Q BAS


Centacare Industries
779.75
“The B” Mail Out


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


Administration Officer advised that all artwork for the February 2010 edition had now been received including a new advertiser with a bush retreat for rent on the Tasman Peninsula.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Verbal report provided.  


Wilf advised of a September 2009 version of Jervis Bay’s Abrahams Bosom Walking Track brochure.  


Link:  http://www.lands.nsw.gov.au/_media/lands/pdf/recreation/

Abrahams_Bosom_Walking_Track_final.pdf

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


Peter advised that an incident report had been received from the Canberra Bushwalking Club concerning a member who experienced atrial fibrillation whilst on a day walk near Mt Porcupine.  The member required evacuation to a hospital for medical treatment and has made a good recovery.  


Peter also advised he has made with contact with Jonathan Boys, Nature Conservation Council NSW re the possibility of insurance cover for NCC member groups.  Further discussions will take place later in January after the NCC’s Executive Officer has returned from leave.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

See Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Isaacs
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
C Bowden
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


No Report tabled.  

9.
General Business

Copyright Agency Limited  -  Membership Offer to Confederation


Dodie advised a CAL letter had been received and tabled at the Management Committee meeting on 25th November advising that an amount of $3,911.12 had been collected from organisations that had copied parts of our Bushwalkers’ Code.  These collected funds are distributed to rightsholders.  CAL is authorised by the Attorney-General’s Department to collect these monies.  Management Committee has resolved that Confederation become a member of CAL.  


Motion:   That Confederation become of member of the Copyright Agency Limited.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th January 2010 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  November  2009

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 1,055.26
	

	      ING Direct
	
111,649.36
	

	      Petty Cash
	
326.67
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
1,430.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 114,461.29

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,178.35
	

	      PAYG payable
	
354.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
111.26
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,648.21

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 112,813.08

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
42,548.38
	

	      Current Earnings
	
20,191.90
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 112,813.08


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
· The National Party and the logging industry are attempting to reverse the State Government decision to reverse the new Red Gum National Parks and reserves. According to the NPA the logging industry is unsustainable given that felling is occurring much faster than regrowth, it is a waste given that most wood is destined for Melbourne as firewood and there is little water to sustain any regrowth. “The $48 million restructuring fund provided as part of the decision is a lifeline to a logging industry that faces a terminal decline.  The NSW Government must stand firm on principle and implement this decision ( to preserve the forests) in full.” according to the acting NPA CEO, Bev Smiles. To lodge a protest an email form that will be sent to the Premier is available on the NCC website URL: http://www.npansw.org.au/web/conservation/western/redgum/elobbyNSW.htm
· It has been estimated that 90,000 people took part in the Walk Against Warming demonstration across Australia on Saturday, December 12. An estimated 15,000 demonstrators protested in Sydney to send a message to the delegates in Copenhagen.  

· According to DECCW the NSW Government will invest $750,000 into research to look at changing weather patterns along the east coast and how they may affect the population and infrastructure along the NSW and South-East Queensland coastline. This research is intended to try to foretell the anthropogenic effects of climate change on our foreshores where the major proportion of our commercial, industrial and residential infrastructure lies.  

· A police and NPWS campaign is being undertaken to eliminate illegal trail bike riding in the Appin, the Metropolitan Special Areas around Cataract Dam and the Dharawal reserves to the south of Sydney. During the latest blitz 8 trail bike riders and 15 infringement notices were issued for riding in prohibited areas and riding unregistered vehicles.  

· Two local men have been caught committing illegal pig hunting in Ballina Nature Reserve near Lennox Head. Ironically he men were caught with pig monitoring cameras intended to estimate the degree of pig presence in the area. Both men were fined $500 but could have been more severely dealt with had their cases gone to court. "Pig control through trapping and baiting has been undertaken in this reserve for many years now, with 154 pigs trapped in the Newrybar Swamp in the past year." according to the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Ranger, Brian McLachlan.  

Adventure Activity Standards  -  Dodie Green

AAS Version 1 documents have now been circulated to the AAS Project Steering Committee for endorsement prior to submission to the ORIC Board for approval and release to the public.  The proposed AAS-Bushwalking Version 1 document is attached to this report.  Steering Committee members have been given until the end of February 2010 to review and provide endorsement of the AAS documents or detail final changes required to obtain their endorsement.  The endorsement template also includes a recommendation that legal analysis be conducted prior to release of AAS version 1.  

Despite not being a member of the Steering Committee the AAS Subcommittee will provide a response to the AAS Steering Committee.  This response will most likely restate the Confederation's request that legal advice be sought on the document’s content prior to submission to the ORIC board for approval.  We will also restate that the Confederation's endorsement is subject to legal advice and the endorsement of our Clubs.  The AAS Sub Committee will make a recommendation to the Confederation that legal advice be sought on the Version 1 AAS documents as released to the public and approved by the ORIC Board.  

At the time of the December General Meeting I had only had time to review the Version 1 Bushwalking document.  I was very pleased to see that the Semi-Independent Definition had been removed from the generic content and therefore from all documents.  As the Confederation argued in its Draft Two Comments, we strongly objected to the inclusion of this definition due to its ambiguity and that its inclusion would greatly extend the number of Club activities that would fall under the voluntary AAS guidelines.  

The Confederation was very well represented at the final joint meeting of all the Technical Working Groups in late November with all the Confederation's TWG delegates in attendance.  

Attached is the Confederation’s 28th October 2009 letter to ORIC re Second draft comments.  I apologise for the delay in sending these out to members.  Work commitments in November and December significantly impacted upon the time I had available to work on Confederation matters.

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Training   Members of BWRS took part in a VRA vertical rescue accreditation course.  It was great working together with other VRA squads.  The method of vertical rescue has been changed to a dual rope system.  Personal vertical mobility is still highly important but less rigorously tested.  The requirements of the State Rescue Board are now more demanding.  The previous levels of VM, V1, V2 & V3 are discontinued.  The VRA has liaised with its Registered Training Organisation (RTO) to ensure that its vertical rescue training fulfils the national requirements of the (national) Public Safety documents – ‘Perform Vertical Rescue’.  The final (assessment) weekend was held on the hot weekend of 21 / 22 November.

On that weekend teams of vertical rescue personnel, in one hour, successfully lowered a stretcher to a casualty, placed them in the stretcher and commenced the retrieval lift.

BWRS always welcomes experienced bushwalkers to eventually become Operational Members so as to increase our numbers or replace other members who have moved on.  Our Operational Members are experienced bushwalkers with some valuable extra skills that makes them outstanding remote area rescue personnel.  The BWRS Vertical Rescue trained personnel have even better skills for remote area search and rescue.

NavShield   NavShield is always a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  Pencil in your diary the first weekend in July 2010 for NavShield (site TBA).  Planning has already started for Nav 2010 with a likely NavShield site selected.  Land use permission is now required.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for NavShield 2009 results from either the ONE day or TWO day event.  NavShield is a great way to practise bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere.     

First Aid   Weekend St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can receive a discount.  The next course will be on May 22 – 23, 2010.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) training provides comprehensive First Aid skills.  Our RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training, in realistic scenarios, in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”

There still are many places available in the next RAFA course to be held over TWO weekends in February 13 / 14 & 27 / 28, 2010.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location of Berrima Scout Camp.

Land   Just recently, BWRS has become the Trustees for a small block of Crown Land in western Sydney.  We are now able to (eventually) establish a permanent squad building / storage facility for our rescue truck, trailer and reserve equipment.

Calendar    recruiting grant in 2008 / 9 has allowed BWRS to modernise its publicity material.  The pocket Calendar was revised.  The 2010 pocket Calendar is now ready for distribution.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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