The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 17th November 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Peter Hart (SCB), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Lyn Gett (Sutherland), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Ron McMillan (Sutherland), Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club), David Springthorpe (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   J Callaway, J Clarke

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the October Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
S Haginikitas
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

In:   D Morrison  -  comment on 2004 RMP Child Protection Policy


Lake Macquarie Bushwalking Club  -  Advice re New Secretary


M Dwyer, ACT  -  Advertising Enquiry


Out:   Payment of Invoices


ORIC  -  Confederation submission re  NSW AAS Draft 2 Documents


Lake Macquarie Bushwalking Club  -  Request new Club Contact Details


M Dwyer, ACT  -  Advertising Information


Ashfield RSL Club  -  Meeting Dates for 2010


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

Dodie advised that there was nothing of import to report and she had been away until the end of October.  Dodie thanked Denise Kruse for chairing the October General Meeting.  That the most pressing matter before us continues to be the AAS.  Confederation had granted an extension of time from 30th September for one club to pay its affiliation and insurance premiums and that this item will be tabled at the next Management Committee meeting on 25th November.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  Barbara advised that approximately $116,000 is the 30th October balance in our ING Direct account.  


Administration Officer
$ 859.10
Salary  -  October


AustralianSuper
77.30
Super  -  October


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


B Hanlon
25.00
“The B” November


Ligare Pty. Limited
3,076.70
“The B” Printing


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
W Hilder
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


Dodie asked for clubs to contribute articles/photos which in turn would encourage interest in our clubs and drew attention to a letter of concern re deterioration of the magazine appearing in the November edition.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  


Dodie asked for a summary of the recent Nature Conservation Council’s Annual Conference.  Michael advised that the Conference drew approx. 50 to 60 attendees and some resolutions were carried.  Speakers included John Robertson MLC, Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Sustainability, Catherine Cusack MLC Shadow Minister for CCES and Diana Shand, Vice Chair of the International Union for Conservation of Nature Council.  Michael advised that Minister Robertson stated that the Government is not in favour of shooters in National Parks other than for culling purposes.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Wilf advised that McMahon’s Lookout on Kings Tableland is shown in the incorrect place on all maps;  there is a new toilet at the end of McMahon’s Road;  helicopter patrols over water catchment areas have been discontinued.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


Peter advised that the email received re our Child Protection Policy will be tabled at our forthcoming Management Committee meeting.  


Michael Maack advised that at the NCC Annual Conference NCC staff member Jonathan Boys had enquired as to the possibility of NCC member clubs obtaining insurance cover via BAI’s policies.  Michael asked Peter to contact Jonathan Boys in this regard.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

See Report tabled as part of the NSW Report to the BAI Adelaide meetings.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


Dodie advised that Margaret Covi had attended the BAI Adelaide meetings.  Dodie thanked Margaret for attending at such short notice due to the inability of our Delegate and Deputy Delegate to attend.  


Margaret read her report on the BAI Adelaide meetings.  


See Report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

9.
General Business

Wilf Hilder advised that the Ashfield RSL Club will now refurbish their existing premises instead of constructing a new club;  that club information should be included in “The Bushwalker” to encourage readers to take up bushwalking and visit our website to choose a club.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th December 2009 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

Dodie thanked everyone for their interest and attendance.  

The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  October 2009

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 307.11
	

	      ING Direct
	
115,780.08
	

	      Petty Cash
	
217.52
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 116,304.71

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 859.10
	

	      PAYG payable
	
298.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
77.46
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,239.16

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 115,065.55

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
42,548.38
	

	      Current Earnings
	
22,444.37
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 115,065.55


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
The NPWS has successfully prosecuted three corporate defendants, Jerilderie Earthmoving, Calman Australia Pty Ltd and Iroch Pty Ltd, in the Land and Environment Court for illegal clearing of  more than 20 hectares of River Red Gum forest for firewood and cattle grazing on the banks of the Murray River, near Tocumwal. Fines of $139,000 and court costs were imposed after the three companies pleaded guilty. The landholders,  Calman Australia Pty Ltd and Iroch Pty Ltd agreed to reserve 47 hectares of native vegetation, remediate the damaged land and undertook not to farm the cleared land in any way.  

▪
The Albury City Council has been awarded a green tick by DECCW for its Local Environment Plan achieving Biodiversity Certification. According to DECCW Director General Lisa Corbyn "The Albury area contains some sites that are highly significant because they contain endangered ecological communities such as inland Grey Box Woodlands and habitat for threatened species such as the Superb Parrot and Squirrel Glider” and the LEP accommodates preservation of their habitats. The LEP is available for review on the council's website until the close of the exhibition on 29 January 2010.  

▪
Mountain biking groups in the Northern Sydney suburbs and the NPWS have met to discuss a  Mountain Trail Bike Strategy for northern Sydney to ensure that track design best practice and responsible riding etiquette is undertaken to minimise environmental impacts in National Parks, a procedure similar to those undertaken in  the Royal National Park and Glenrock State Conservation Area.  

▪
A fox baiting program has begun in the Brunswick Heads Nature Reserve from Friday 30 October until February 2010 in order to protect threatened shorebirds.  

▪
According to the NPWS the Southern Marsh area within the Macquarie Marshes is getting a critical drink, with the delivery of 19,000 mega litres of water for the wetland environment. This discharge began at the end of August and is spreading well across the wetland areas according to DECCW Director General, Lisa Corbyn. Noting that it is only a small drink the DG emphasised that it is vital to maintain the condition of wetland areas to provide for its future survival during drought conditions. “A variety of waterbirds have been enjoying the wet conditions including ibis, herons, spoonbills, pelicans, ducks, grebes and swamp hens” according to DECCW Wetland Conservation Officer Debbie Love. This release uses environmental water made available through water sharing arrangements as well as water purchased by the NSW Government under the River Bank, Wetlands Recovery and Rivers Environmental Restoration programs.  

▪
The NCC Annual Conference was held last month and emphasis was placed on the inadequacies and difficulties associated with Part 3A of the Planning and Assessment Act. The inadequacies of the existing Planning and Development process which places special over-riding powers to the Planning Department for projects of State Special Significance has been perceived by community groups, particularly on the far north coast, to have been abused. It was noteworthy that the Shadow Environment Minister, the Hon. Catherine Cusack, stated that she would focus her efforts, if elected at the next election to government, to cleaning up this part of the act.

Adventure Activity Standards  -  Dodie Green

The AAS Project has been in full swing since May this year.  To address the AAS project, the Confed’s Management Committee created an AAS Sub Committee. This sub committee sought comments from clubs and compiled approximately 20 pages of comments on the Draft 1 documents. The Sub Committee sought & achieved representation on the Bushwalking, Abseiling, Canoe & kayaking and Rock Climbing AAS Project Technical Working Groups. Through active representation, some good progress has been made. Leadership Pathways has been the expanded with the addition of Organisational Accreditation and Peer Recognition. These pathways or avenues will provide two means by which Clubs will be able to recognize Leaders for groups leading dependent participants. We have been invited to supply text for these particular pathways. Very briefly we view Organisational Accreditation where Clubs through are formal Club process recognize Leaders and their skills, and we view Peer Recognition as an informal process in which a senior leader or group of leaders is responsible for oversight of Leaders and their activities. We suspect that there will be clubs that operate on a hybrid model.  

Three main issues remain for the Confederation with AAS Draft 2 documents;

1.
The inclusion of the Semi Independent Participant Definition which creates ambiguity between the Dependent and Independent definitions, broadening the scope for the guidelines to be applied to Clubs and that it should be removed. This ambiguity did not exist before the addition of this definition.  

2.
A proposal by Australian Canoeing that its Safety Guidelines be adopted as the AAS for Canoe & Kayaking in NSW to which the Confederation is opposed.  

3.
The absence of a legal ramble in the Draft 2 documents. And currently there is no review by senior legal counsel before submission to the ORIC Board for adoption as AAS Version 1.  

It is intended that draft 2 be submitted on November 19, 2009 for adoption by the board. Public comment closes on October 20 with the Confederation being granted an extension until October 28.  

The AAS Sub Committee will be recommending to the Management Committee that a review of the Confederation’s Risk Management framework be conducted with a view to providing interpretation of AAS Version 1 documents.  We believe it is the Confederation’s role to interpret these guidelines and will be seeking legal counsel on our interpretation and any resulting changes to the Confederation’s Risk Management Framework. 

We are in the midst of formulating comments on Draft 2 with Club comments. An interesting positive outcome of this issue has been the garnering of club support and engagement. Our challenge to go forward will be to maintain this engagement and heightened level of interest in the Confed’s activities. 

There has been a surprisingly conciliatory and open attitude to addressing Club concerns with the AAS. There seems to be a willingness from the Project Manager to avoid the experience in other states and we hope this will be the case. We will continue to push hard for the interests of clubs.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Training   On 14 / 15 November there was a general training weekend.  There was a mix of new and existing members who participated in training in a group of competencies which included (among others) “Protect and Preserve Incident Scene”, “Introduction to Field Communications” and “Knots for Rescue”.  The broad range of competencies were taught in a bush setting (as always).  BWRS always welcomes experienced bushwalkers to eventually y become Operational Members to increase our numbers or replace other members who have moved on. Our Operational Members are experienced bushwalkers with some valuable extra skills that makes them outstanding remote area rescue personnel.  

Members of BWRS are taking part in a VRA vertical rescue accreditation course.  It is great working together with other VRA squads.  The method of vertical rescue has been changed to a dual rope system.  Personal vertical mobility is still highly important but less rigorously tested.  The requirements of the State Rescue Board are now more demanding.  The previous levels of VM, V1, V2 & V3 are discontinued.  The VRA has liaised with its Registered Training Organisation (RTO) to ensure that its vertical rescue training fulfils the national requirements of the Public Safety documents – ‘Perform Vertical Rescue’.  The final (assessment) weekend will be on 21 / 22 November.

NavShield   NavShield is always a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  Pencil in your diary the first weekend in July 2010 for NavShield (site TBA).  Planning has already started for Nav 2010 with a possible NavShield site selected.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for NavShield 2009 results from either the ONE day or TWO day event.  NavShield is a great way to practise bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere.     

First Aid   A successful Senior First Aid course was held on November 7 / 8.  These weekend St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can receive a discount.  The next course will be on May 22 – 23, 2010.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Senior First Aid is worthwhile but Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) skills are even better.  The RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training in realistic scenarios in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  

The next RAFA course will be held over TWO weekends in February 13 / 14 & 27 / 28, 2010.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the training and camping fees for the bush location of Berrima Scout Camp.

AGM   On November 8 BWRS held its AGM at the Police Rescue and Bomb Squad Head Quarters in Zetland.  At this well attended meeting the current Management Committee were reappointed and comprehensive reports of the past year were presented.

Calendar   A recruiting grant in 2008 / 9 has allowed BWRS to modernise its publicity material.  The pocket Calendar was revised.  Production of the 2010 Calendar is underway with the artwork about to go to the printer.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 

Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Dodie Green

Margaret Covi’s reports on the BAI meetings, Adelaide 10&11 October 2009

W.A. – Ian MacDonald   WA had developed policies and raised its profile, developed its website, liaised with government departments (and received grants eg $4000 p/a just as house keeping money), received sponsorship (shops will donate money – eg $300 just to have logo on website), (they want credibility in the bushwalking community) obtained seats on state trails reference panel, make alliances with other outdoor groups (eg fishing, 4 WD, biking) (they realise the difference between their and our trails and* this is not a problem), part of the State Trails Strategy leading into the BAI Towards A Walkable Australia (TAWA) policy – have obtained recognition of their top trails in Grades 5 and 6 (i.e. routes off track) and are on the way to obtaining some access to the water catchment areas where walking has been banned.  

S.A. – Chris Bushell   SA perceived a need to talk to government departments – the main SA track is the Heysen Trail – walkers would like to extend it to its original destination at Arkaroola but the government is unlikely to fund this. SA helps to maintain the Glorytown to Melrose section but this is not well recognised. They are constructing the Lavender Federation Trail from Murray Bridge to Clare in memory of Terry Lavender, a public servant and walker who ensured the building of the Heysen Trail. It is part done but money has run out. There is a need to talk to the politicians about this and try to get more emphasis on track development . We should maybe push the Right to Roam as in Britain.  

VIC. – Chris Towers   Vic is raising its profile. Bushwalking Victoria (BV) has reorganised its internal structure with a Board to manage affairs replacing the old meetings.  It has an annual Presidents’ Meeting where presidents of clubs get together.  They have taken on community engagement and projects with all walking groups (including mall walkers in shopping centres) and asked why don’t they walk in the bush or at least go further.  They promoted walking at a seniors’ festival.  To give these walkers further scope they have mapped out 12 Greenwalks around Melbourne.  They deliberately don’t call them bushwalks in order not to frighten off these people, but to encourage them.  The walks are in parks and open space and interesting areas.  They obtained funding and have put these walks into brochures with information and maps and people are taking up the suggestions.  They publish a fund raising bushwalking calendar with great bush photos – sold 930 last year at $10 each.  They have quarterly meetings with Parks Victoria.  Search and Rescue has raised their profile.  Some have had media training and speak with politicians.  They have on line a Google map of where member clubs are.  Clubs report in about where they walked, how many walked etc. and statistics are being compiled.  This data can be used for development. Melwalk is a project to map walks across Melbourne and BV have got involved with that.  BV have assisted with post fire recovery in bushwalking areas and preserving bushwalking areas.  All clubs have a BV contact to make liaison easier. Bushwalking environment field officers cover all state areas (the former conservation committee) and make land management submissions.  The BV governing Board of Management is very committed.  The Presidents’ meeting is combined with the AGM to encourage attendance.  They have a strategic and business plan and communication plan including every club to have a website. 

NSW – Margaret Covi on behalf of Dodie Green   I spoke of our AAS definitions on leadership recognition by peer recognition and internal accreditation.  

Refer to Dodie Green’s AAS Report on page 7.  

New Confederation Management Committee   A new management committee was elected in August with the Confederation for the first time in its history electing all female office bearers.  We also have elected a Gen Y Committee member, who we hope may be able to assist us with a perspective on attracting younger members to our Clubs, a current challenge to all States.  NSW Clubs membership has grown marginally at about 1% over the last three years (based on insurance estimates). 

A challenge as mentioned earlier is to channel the Club’s raised level of engagement arising from the AAS to draw new energy and a new workforce to the Confederation.  

Threats to NSW National Parks

Game and Feral Animal Control Act   Earlier this year the Game & Feral Animal Control Act bill was introduced to State parliament. This bill provided for recreational hunting in national parks, the recreational hunting of native animals and the establishment of private game reserves. Fortunately in June the Labour Government announced its intention to oppose the bill after much public outcry. The shooters remain unperturbed and are now conducting petitions to secure support for the bill. Several e-petitions and old fashioned paper petitions are circulating Clubs in an effort to counteract the Shooters efforts.

Commercialisation of National Parks   National Parks in NSW are under threat from commercial development as the Government looks to license commercial resort development and commercial operators in National Parks. This development it is argued is necessary to raise funds for the NPWS to undertake conservation and land acquisition.  This will be an ongoing conservation issue for NSW for sometime.  

QLD. – John Marshall   Qld held a very successful annual Pilgrimage (get together of many clubs).  It helped clubs to network. There are suggestions of safety and training procedures from the Federation (Minimax policy). The lack of young ,. Eg We could text to book in for walks. Qld Fed are thinking of a cross-club web and phone based younger peoples’ group. They are also liaising with the Duke of Edinburgh scheme operators so that young people can complete their award through clubs. . The government set up Great Walks in Qld without consultation with bushwalkers so the walks are not always what bushwalkers want. Further great walks at Cooloola and Conandale are planned and input from bushwalkers is included this time. Bushwalkers would like to extend the Fraser Island Great Walk as it misses the top third of the island but the government will not fund this and it may be done as a volunteer project.,. Qld Fed sees a need to network outside clubs for these sorts of issues and for development of cross country trails.  

BAI Annual General Meeting
1.
The minutes and annual reports were adopted with the Treasurer’s reports (received from Maurice Smith) for the last 2 years accepted subject to audit.  

2.
Election of Officers – President David Reid (Vic), (Ian McDonald of WA to act till David returns from overseas), Vice-President Bill Gehling (SA) and also co-opted as Policy Convenor, Secretary Hecate Jay (WA), Treasurer Chris Bushell (Vic) and the accounts will first be gone over and set up properly by Clare Patten a WA part time, part retired accountant known to the WA delegates, and she will continue to maintain the accounts under BAI’s supervision, Insurance Officer David Gordon (Vic - co-opted);  Hecate and Ian will seek an auditor.  

3.
The new constitution was approved.  

4.
New by-laws re financial management were passed – 3 signatories to the bank account, 2 to sign at any time, electronic signatures can be used, payments to be authorised at meetings or by treasurer and president or secretary or in accordance with budget and other people may be authorised to bank money and record details, and official records should be kept and stored on spreadsheet or database and available for perusal, council members can access bank records, financial reports will be made to AGMs and meetings as required and people can be reimbursed a required for expenses.  

5.
The levy would remain a capitation fee of 50 cents per head.  

6.
Next AGM will be held in Perth at a date to be arranged.  
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