The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th October 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Denise Kruse (Span), Jim Callaway (SBW), Peter Hart (SCB), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Ed Youds ( Span), Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), John Clarke (NPA), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), David Springthorpe (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   M Covi, D Green, W Hilder, M Isaacs

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the September Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
E Youds
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Upper Blue Mountains Bushwalking Club  -  Copy Letter to P Koperberg MP  re AAS and Ministerial Response


Macmillan Education Australia  -  Request permission to reproduce Bushwalkers’ Code in Text Book


NP&WS  -  Submission re PoM, Sydney Harbour National Park


Anne McLeod  -  Biography on Marie Byles and request permission to 
quote from articles in “The Bushwalker”;  authors Marie Byles and others


Australian Alps Walking Track Stakeholder Group  -  Seeking proposed 


2010 dates for the biannual meeting in North East Victoria


Macmillan Education Australia  -  Permission to Reproduce Extracts from the 
Bushwalkers’ Code February 2004


Anne McLeod  -  Permission granted to quote from “The Bushwalker” Articles 
by Marie Byles and others


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
C Bowden
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

No Report tabled.  

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$1,309.40
Salary  -  September


AustralianSuper
125.25
Super  -  September


National Parks Assoc.
124.90
Copying, Internet, etc.


Aussiecom Internet Consulting
264.00
Webhosting to 2010


M. Covi
397.00
BAI AGM Expenses


Bushwalking Australia Inc.
295.00
Accommodation AGM


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


November issue with the printer.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


No Report tabled.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

Denise Kruse advised that as clubs are aware the Confederation has been heavily involved in participating in the AAS draft guidelines for NSW.  Clubs have been asked for feedback on the draft and the Confederation representatives will be attending a AAS meeting on 18th November to discuss feedback and work on the draft.  The intention is for the AAS guidelines to be issued late 2009.  At this stage the AAS guidelines are voluntary and it is intended to amend the Risk Management documents in light of the AAS guidelines.  Clubs will be kept informed of any developments.  


The Confederation in particular thanks Dodie Green for all her hard work in attending the AAS meetings.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Weston
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
C Bowden
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


Denise Kruse advised that Margaret Covi appeared on behalf of the Confederation at the recent BAI face to face meeting in South Australia.  During the conference the BAI constitution which I had assisted was approved and a new committee were voted in including David Reid of Victoria as President.  


A full report will be given by Margaret to the Confederation Management Committee.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Clarke
CARRIED

9.
General Business

Jim Callaway and Michael Maack intend to be present at the Nature Conservation Council’s Annual Conference to be held weekend 31 October/1 November at North Sydney.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 17th November 2009 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  September  2009

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 556.51
	

	      ING Direct
	
114,687.31
	

	      Petty Cash
	
231.02
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
950.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 116,424.84

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,309.40
	

	      PAYG payable
	
298.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
125.41
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,737.41

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 114,687.43

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
42,548.38
	

	      Current Earnings
	
22,066.25
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 114,687.43


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
Andrew Cox, the former CEO of the NPA has asked all conservationists to write submissions on behalf of the Red Gum Forests along the Murray River in order to include these forests in the NSW National Parks Estate by the 23rd October. For more information in writing these important submissions see the following websites: http://www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/Workwedo/Forestassessment.aspx and http://www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/
▪
Two electricity generators have made submissions to construct coal-fired power stations at Mt Piper (near Lithgow) and at Bayswater in the Hunter valley. The NCC is calling on the community to make submissions by October 26 regarding these proposed developments in light of the problems relating to climate change since these two developments would increase stationary pollution in NSW by 34%. See the NCC website for more detail. (http://www.nccnsw.org.au/)

▪
The NPWS is reminding all members of the public to be aware of the law and their responsibilities to act within the law when entering national parks as visitors. This includes hunting and firearms infringements, giving false identity when challenged by Parks Officers, driving unregistered vehicles etc.

▪
A specialist on Hawkweed eradication has revisited Australia and particularly the Alpine areas to publicise the threat of this “rabbit of the weed world”. According to Dr Peter Espie “In New Zealand, where their spread was left unchecked, Hawkweeds have colonised a massive six million hectares and made large areas of agricultural land unviable.” Bushwalkers should be aware of this weed while walking the high country and immediately report any colonies before they can become established.

▪
The Bankstown City Council and DECCW have launched an innovative campaign aimed at reducing the dumping of illegal garden waste, known as Operation Palm. Cocos Palm waste is especially prevalent in these dumpings. The operation will be especially targeting gardening, landscaping and tree servicing businesses. An advertising campaign will be directed at householders to report any suspicious dumping activity during the operation.

▪
The NPWS is concerned that people have been killing an alarming number of harmless Banjo or Pobblebonk frogs in the Narrabri area as people mistake them for cane toads. Unfortunately according to NPWS Narrabri, Acting Area Manager, Dirk Richards “the Banjo Frog has some similarities in appearance with the dreaded cane toad. ..The most distinguishing feature is a raised pale strip that runs from below the eye to the forearm.” When in doubt people are being requested to contact the NPWS before resorting to culling these animals.

▪
Illegal dumping is being found in the Bargo State Conservation Area, including asbestos waste and invasive species like Bridal Creeper. The removal of bush rock and firewood has also been discovered. Vandalism has also occurred in nearby Thirlmere Lakes National Park. If any member of the public has information regarding either area that can assist in catching the offenders they can contact the Nattai Area Office on 4677 0859. 

▪
The historic Dripping Rock Homestead in Nangar National Park was destroyed by fire in late September. The Lachlan Area NPWS staff were quite upset that this historic homestead no longer exists. "Records tell us that the Dripping Rock Homestead was built in about 1935 for the owners, the Cassey family, by Gus Duggan a local Eugowra builder. ..To conserve the natural and heritage values of Dripping Rock the property was purchased by the State Government in 1985 for inclusion in the Nangar National Park, located East of Eugowra on the Orange Road.” Efforts will now be made to see whether any historic legacy can be maintained at the site.

▪
The Gwydir wetlands have been given  $131,564 of funding to provide management and control of Water Hyacinth within the Gingham Wetlands. This should improve water quality and protect riparian biodiversity in these wetlands. 

▪
The NPWS is making a public appeal for information regarding the vandalism in the Myall Lakes National Park north of Newcastle.  Fencing and vegetation was destroyed at the Treachery Beach car park and at Yagon Road near Seal Rocks. People with any information regarding vandalism in Myall Lakes National Parks are asked to contact the NPWS Great Lakes Area office on 02) 6591 0300, or the NPWS Hunter Region office on 02) 4984 8200.  

▪
Minnamurra Rainforest in Budderoo National Park was reopen to visitors on Saturday 26th September following a major upgrade to the visitor centre by the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service.  

▪
The Pretty Plains Hut is in the last stage of being rebuilt after the 2003 Kosciuszko fires. This log cabin was built for Captains Colin Chisholm in 1953. Concurrently, preparations for the rebuilding of Doctor Forbes Hut is well underway, and the Opera House Hut is expected  to be completed in 2010. Those interested in hut rebuilding are invited to contact the KHA at their website (http://www.kosciuszkohuts.org.au/)

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Callout   On Sunday 13 September members of BWRS assisted in a large search for an elderly resident of an aged care facility who had wandered off.  This Wyoming resident is still missing.

Training   Last weekend BWRS had its annual visit to Barrington Tops.  The excuse is the Cessna aircraft missing since 1981.  This is now a joint exercise with Police and other volunteer emergency services.  It was another great event where a Police helicopter was used to retrieve search teams from their respective areas to maximise search time. 

Members of BWRS are taking part in a VRA vertical rescue accreditation course.  It is great working together with other VRA squads.  The method of vertical rescue has been changed to a dual rope system.  The requirements of the State Rescue Board are now more demanding.  The previous levels of VM, V1 & V2 are discontinued.  The VRA has liaised with its Registered Training Organisation (RTO) to ensure that its vertical rescue training fulfils the national requirements of the Public Safety documents.

On the weekend of 10 / 11 October Tyrolean systems were set up and a new rescue pole system demonstrated.  The final assessment weekend will be on 21 / 22 November.

NavShield   NavShield is always a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  Pencil in your diary the first weekend in July 2010 for NavShield (site TBA).  Planning has already started for Nav 2010 with a possible NavShield site selected.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for NavShield 2009 results from either the ONE day or TWO day event.  NavShield is a great way to practise bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere.     

First Aid   The next Senior First Aid course will be held on November 7 / 8.  These weekend St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $105 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  Additional family members can receive a discount.  

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Senior First Aid is worthwhile but Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) skills are even better.  The RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training in realistic scenarios in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  

In August another very full RAFA course was held which means that the next RAFA course will now be in 2010.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the TWO weekends training and camping fees for the bush location such as Camp Coutts, Waterfall.

Publicity   A recruiting grant has allowed BWRS to modernise its publicity material.  The pocket Calendar was revised.  Production of the 2010 Calendar is underway.  Our BWRS website has been given a professional makeover.  Our letterhead was also given the once over to give a standardised appearance between mediums.  Lastly, a recruiting pamphlet is available for distribution. 

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=map-sales  The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 8678 1087 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our revised website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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