The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th September 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Peter Hart (SCB), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), Larry Nolan (CMW), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   J Callaway, J Clarke, M Isaacs, D Kruse, B Mitchell

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the August Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In  Out

Walk UK, Blue Mountains  -  Advertising Enquiry


Nature Conservation Council  -  Insurance Requirement Survey


NSW Nordic Ski Club  -  Affiliation Enquiry


Walk UK, Blue Mountains  -  Advertising Information


Clubs  -  Outdoor Club of NSW re Merger Proposal


Clubs  -  August Minutes


Centacare Industries  -  Postage Error re August Mail Out


NSW Nordic Ski Club  -  Affiliation Information


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   D Green

See Report tabled.  


(M)
C Bowden
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$ 1,310.40
Salary  -  August


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


AustralianSuper
125.30
Super  -  August


Ligare Pty. Limited
3,208.70
“The B” August Edition


Centacare Industries
792.05
“The B” Mail Out


Bushwalking Australia Inc.
4,511.50
2008-09 Annual Levy


Nature Conservation Council
550.00
Annual Membership


D Green
83.50
Reimbursement


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   P Hart


A member of the Upper Blue Mountains Bushwalking Club recently broke a leg during a bushwalk.  The member subsequently had a plate inserted into his leg and a claim under Confederation's personal accident policy is anticipated.  


An enquiry was received concerning the signing of membership risk waiver forms.  Confederation recommends the signing of a membership risk waiver as an integral part of each club's membership process.  Existing members who have not signed such a waiver should be required to sign the same at a convenient time (eg. upon membership renewal).  


Confederation also recommends that an activity risk waiver form be signed by each member prior to their participation in each activity.  This provides  an opportunity for the leader to explain the risks involved and enables each participant to acknowledge their acceptance of those risks and formally waive any claim for damages against the leader, club or other participants.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

See Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
C Bowden
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   D Green


See Report tabled.  


Dodie advised of BAI’s AGM to be held in Adelaide weekend 10/11 October.  


Neither BAI Delegates are able to attend the AGM.  


Motion:   That Margaret Covi be appointed Confederation’s BAI Delegate specifically to attend the BAI AGM in Adelaide.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED


Motion:   That approval up to a maximum of $1,000 be provided to Margaret Covi to cover all costs incurred in relation to her attendance at the BAI AGM.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
K Maxwell
CARRIED


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
C Bowden
CARRIED

9.
General Business

Nil.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th October 2009 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President’s Report   -   Dodie Green

I’d like to thank Wilf Hilder for his work as President of the Confederation and wish him the very best with his recovery from surgery and illness.  Wilf’s longstanding commitment to the Confederation continues with Tracks and Access.  I’d also like to the thank Margaret Covi, Peter Hart, Barbara Mitchell, Denise Kruse, Keith Maxwell, Jim Callaway, Michael Maack and Jan Wouters who are returning for another year of service as either Office Bearers, Management Committee Members and other position holders of the Confederation.  And I’d like to welcome Mitchell Isaacs who joins the Management Committee this year.  

The big issue for the Confederation continues to be the development of the NSW AAS Guidelines for which an update will be provided later in the meeting.  

The NSW Nordic Ski Club has approached the Confederation indicating an interest in BAI’s insurance scheme.  The Nordic Ski Club have now been provided with affiliation information and we look forward to further discussions and correspondence with them on rejoining the Confederation.  

The Nature Conservation Council has contacted us to investigate the possibility of providing insurance as part of its annual membership fees.  We will be contacting NCC to advise them of our insurance arrangements with BAI.  

I was delighted to see the Bushwalkers’ Wilderness Rescue Squad in action at the recent Oxfam Trailwalker and had the opportunity to introduce myself to one of the volunteers.  It’s a great event and another community service provided by the BWRS.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  August  2009

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 4,656.62
	

	      ING Direct
	
118,851.02
	

	      Petty Cash
	
66.37
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
950.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 124,524.01

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,310.40
	

	      PAYG payable
	
216.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
125.46
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,656.46

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 122,867.55

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
42,548.38
	

	      Current Earnings
	
30,246.37
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 122,867.55


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
A case in the Land and Environment Court has granted the Blue Mountains Conservation Society, a member of Confederation, a Protective Costs Order (PCO) of $20,000, pending an appeal by the defendant, prior to the hearing of a case relating to possible breaches of s 120 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (POEO Act) in relation to discharge of waste water into the (Cox's) river. If the appeal is unsuccessful, this decision creates a precedent for environment groups in NSW that their court case costs can be limited to the value of a PCO.  

▪
The NPA has applauded publicly announced moves in the SMH by the NSW Government to commission an independent regional assessment of the Riverina Region and its Red Gum Forests.  

▪
There has been a united call by environment and animal welfare groups to eliminate the possibility that recreational shooters are able to gain access into national parks and wilderness areas. The outgoing NPA Executive Officer, Andrew Cox stated that “If passed, the amended Act could see hunting of 26 native animal species, the establishment of private game parks, the release of more feral animals, and the state's national parks opened up for hunting.”  

▪
The Central Coast NPWS has started a fox control program in the Bouddi and Brisbane Water National Parks and at the Wamberal Lagoon Nature Reserve in order to protect shore nesting birds and small mammals.  

▪
The NPWS is inviting the public to contribute to the development of a Wianamatta Regional Park (WRP) master plan, formerly the ADI site at St Mary's-Penrith. This will be held at the Ropes Crossing Community Centre, Cnr Sussanah Drive and Forresters Road, Wednesday 16th September, 6.00 – 7.30pm.  

▪
A Wyong man, Peter Tsiamis, has been prosecuted and ordered to pay $42,000 for illegally excavating and clearing land around a dam in Jilliby State Conservation Area (SCA) in 2007.  

▪
Water is now safe at Smiggins Holes in the Kosciuszko National Park after an alert in August that resulted in many people experiencing gastric problems.  

▪
The company, Kosciuszko Thredbo Pty Ltd, has agreed to invest $100,000 for rehabilitation works along the Thredbo River following a diesel overflow spill incident at their site in 2008. The monies are to go to the NPWS for the rehabilitation works.  

▪
The Auditor General has issued findings indicating that the Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water (DECCW) grants process is well managed. However improvements to the coastal and flood grant process can be undertaken following their experience with the Audley Weir fishway in the Royal National Park.  

Adventure Activity Standards  -  Dodie Green

Draft 2 has been circulated to interested parties along with a Project Update. It has been circulated in two documents being generic content and activity specific content. It is still a working draft with sections still to be condensed down and some content to be rewritten or added.  There are two versions of the Draft 2, with one including comments, which would be helpful in providing comments. The Confederation is currently waiting to receive Draft 2 with explanatory comments.  The deadline for feedback set by ORIC is October 20.  The AAS Sub Committee will follow the format followed for Draft 1 feedback, inviting clubs to provide the Confederation with comments by a deadline yet to be advised that will provide a reasonable time for the AAS sub committee to provide.  It is proposed that Version 1 of the AAS be submitted to the ORIC board on November 19.

A Club update will be sent out with Draft 2 AAS documents and ORIC's Project Update.  It is the Confederation’s view, that most Bushwalking Clubs conduct activities for Independent participants and the AAS will not apply. There will be elements of Clubs Programs that will attract inexperienced new members or members wishing to extend their range of experience, who may be seen as dependent participants. We encourage Clubs to factor these distinctions and definitions in making comments.   The AAS sub committee will be recommending the Confederation’s Risk management framework be reviewed and as appropriate interpret the AAS Guidelines for Clubs. 

Some good progress has been made with the addition of Peer Recognition and Organisational/Internal Accreditation as Pathways for Leaders to be recognized to the Draft 2 document.  As advised in previous updates a definition of Independent Participant has been added to the document. A definition of Semi Independent has also been included specifically to address Youth Programs specifically Duke of Ed program. I believe this creates ambiguity between the Dependent and Independent definitions creating further scope for the guidelines to be applicable to Clubs. My view is that it should be removed and a statement specifically addressing youth programs, be included.  

An issue has arisen within the Canoe & Kayak Technical Working Group.  Australian Canoeing has proposed that the NSW AAS Guidelines be replaced with the Australian Canoeing National Safety Guidelines, as occurred with the Tasmanian AAS.  AC argues its Guidelines are national in scope and has stood up to scrutiny since 2002. The NSW AAS Steering Committee has not reached a consensus on the AC Proposal. ORIC has asked interested parties to provide comments. The Confederation is opposed to the Guidelines due Leadership Accreditation requirements of the AC guidelines.  

The Confederation has forwarded 13 Provider Survey Responses to ORIC.  The responses were provided blind, i.e Club 1 through to Club 13 with an approximation of the Club’s membership.  These 13 responses were a good sample size of affiliated Clubs representing 20% of affiliated clubs and their total membership representing 20% of membership numbers across NSW clubs.  Many thanks to CMW for providing detailed comments on the definitions.  
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Callout   Sunday 13 September members of BWRS assisted in a large search for a resident of an aged care facility who had wandered off.  The grounds of this large complex and adjoining bush areas were searched.  Yes, there were manicured lawns but also significant patches of Lantana and other nasties which had to be negotiated on this very hot day.

Induction Walk   Prospective members of BWRS are asked to attend an induction walk to see if they have adequate bush fitness.  On 12 / 13 September BWRS returned to the fabulous gorge country of the Colo River / Wollemi Creek area used in 2008.  The prospectives were fit so it was a good bushwalk but our response to the above search was restricted due to the clash of events. 

Oxfam Trailwalker   On 28 – 30 August BWRS provided Safety Response Teams (in shifts) as support for this worthy charity fund raising event where teams of four attempted to walk 100km within 48 hours.  We were on standby at various stages of the event to assist Paramedics in evacuations or for correction of course markers.  TrailWalker used National Parks and Reserves as it wandered from Brooklyn to Middle Head (Mosman).  There was the usual range of minor incidents of participants but one large incident for TrailWalker when gusty winds on late Saturday afternoon threatened administration tenting at several Control Points.  Facilities were hastily rearranged with larger tents being dismantled.

NavShield   NavShield is always a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  Pencil in your diary the first weekend in July 2010 for NavShield (site TBA).  Planning has already started for this NavShield with a Nav 2009 debrief and review of the roles for our organising committee.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for NavShield 2009 results from either the ONE day or TWO day event.  NavShield is a great way to practice bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere.     

First Aid   Our weekend St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  The next Senior First Aid course will be held on November 7 / 8.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Senior First Aid is worthwhile but Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) skills are even better.  The RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training in realistic scenarios in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  

Successful trainees receive both a Senior and Remote Area First Aid Certificate.  In August another very full RAFA course was held which means that the next RAFA course will now be in 2010.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the TWO weekends training and camping fees for the bush location such as Camp Coutts, Waterfall.

Publicity   A recruiting grant has allowed BWRS to modernise its publicity material.  The pocket Calendar was revised. Our BWRS website has been given a professional makeover.  Our letterhead was also given the once over to give a standardised appearance between mediums.  Lastly, a recruiting pamphlet is available for distribution. 

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonite on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 

o  o  o  0  o  o  o

Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Dodie Green

A BAI TeleConference link up was held 26th August 2009.  

The following matters were discussed.  

Meeting with Kate Ellis, Federal Minister for Sport   BAI has been seeking a meeting with the Federal Minister for Sport with no progress as recreation is not in her portfolio.  BAI will persist and pursue other avenues.  WA based on its experience commended the pursuing of State Govt relationships to states.  

Discussion Paper on the Benefits and Issues relating to a Walking Alliance   BAI is interested in the establishment of a Walking Alliance.  A discussion paper has been written for BAI on the value of a Walking Alliance which can be found on the BAI website.  A Walking Summit, organised by the Heart Foundation was held in South Australia involving groups concerned with walking.  A “Walking Working Group” as a result has been established in SA and which could be a microcosm of a similar national body.  At the same time Trails Forum activities have occurred in SA, WA and Qld which are developing commonalities related to trails involving walkers, cyclists, horse riders.  It was agreed that BAI should be involved with both activities.  

Constitution/Rules Amendment Update   Final draft of Constitution submitted and to be voted upon at the AGM.  Thanks to Denise Kruse for all her hard work on the proposed BAI Constitution.  

Policy on Shared Trails   Draft policy adopted.  This can be viewed online at:  http://www.bushwalkingaustralia.org/about_policies.html
Treasurer’s Report   No report presented.  BAI President will send a letter to each State to make a self assessment of state members and submit 50 cents per member within 30 days for the year ending 30 Sept 2009.  

Face to Face Meeting Adelaide 10th -11th October 2009 in Adelaide   Accommodation and Conference will be at Warrawong at a cost of $295 per head.  Both NSW Delegates are unable to attend.  

New Office Bearers   Nominations were called for President, Secretary and Treasurer.  With nominations for a treasurer being critical.  The States were encouraged to scour the ranks for candidates.  
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