The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 18th August 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.  

Present    Wilf Hilder (SBW), Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Peter Hart (SCB), Denise Kruse (Span), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Mitchell Isaacs (Suboir), Allan Mikkelsen (Canberra), Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club), Larry Nolan (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club), Ed Youds (Span)

Visitors    Graham & Toni Lee and Brenda & Michael Piper (Happy Wanderers)

Apologies    Spiro Haginikitas

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the July Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Weston
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

McGraw-Hill Education  -  Seeking permission re reproduction of 
Bushwalkers’ Code in Text Book, Outdoor Recreation Chapter


NP&WS, Blue Mountains Region  -  Stakeholder Registration re Blue 
Mountains, Kanangra-Boyd and/or Wollemi National Parks revision of Plans of 
Management


NP&WS, Blue Mountains Region  -  Stakeholder Registration Form


Coast and Mountain Walkers  -  Letter of Appreciation re Confederation’s 
excellent work on the NSW AAS


Payment of Invoices;   Auditor Terry Hogan  -  Financial Documents, etc.  


McGraw-Hill Education  -  Permission to reproduce Bushwalkers’ Code


Clubs  -  ORIC NSW AAS Provider Survey


Employers Mutual NSW Ltd.  -  Workers’ Comp. Forms


Invoices  -  Advertisers;   Clubs  -  Receipts;  Insurance Documentation


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

Wilf Hilder thanked Vice President Jim Callaway for chairing the meetings in his absence and thanked Confederation for the flowers.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
E Youds
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


Barbara referred to the Balance Sheet and advised that we are not overdrawn as a large cheque was drawn in July for payment in August;  that approximately $30,000 affiliation income had now been received.  


Administration Officer
$ 1,505.25
Salary  -  July


AustralianSuper
147.50
Super  -  July


NSW Office of Fair Trading
47.00
Lodgement Fee


Employers Mutual
175.00
W. Comp. Premium


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Wilf Hilder advised that a scratch incurred whilst creek crossing at White’s River Hut has resulted in a staph infected ulcer.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


See Report tabled.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

See Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


Wilf Hilder advised that a TeleConference will be held on 25th August.  


A report will be provided at our September meeting.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

9.
General Business

Nil.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th September 2009 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  July  2009

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
- $ 78,067.96
	

	      ING Direct
	
175,497.96
	

	      Petty Cash
	
243.72
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$ 97,673.72

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,505.25
	

	      PAYG payable
	
134.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
147.66
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,791.51

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 95,882.21

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$ 50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
42,548.38
	

	      Current Earnings
	
3,261.03
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 95,882.21


Insurance/Legal Sub-Committee  -  Denise Kruse
The insurance policies have been renegotiated by Bushwalking Australia on behalf of all states including NSW.  There are two policies which are personal accident insurance and public liability insurance and commenced on 1/7/09.  

The Confederation will pay the premium and seek reimbursement from each club based on the information provided in the insurance questionnaire.  

Public Liability Insurance

This provides coverage in public liability claims such as claims made pursuant to the Civil Liability Act NSW.  

The insured limit continues to be $20M per claim.  The policy covers activities such as bushwalking, hut maintenance, caving, canyoning, liloing, abseiling, alpine walking, snow skiing, canoeing, kayaking, rafting, swimming, cycling, rock scurrying, orienteering, rogaining, rescue and leader training.  Rescue and leader training is a new addition.  

Risk waivers are required for abseiling, snow skiing and caving.   Rock climbing, mountaineering, water skiing and animal riding are NOT covered.  

Personal Accident Insurance

This covers members up to the age of 95 years (although the cover between 85 and 95 years is limited).  

Coverage does not depend on negligence and any member is covered.  However compensation is limited.  For permanent disablement or death the limit is $50,000.  Weekly benefits are capped for 52 weeks, out of pocket expenses are capped at $2,000, critical incident debriefing is capped at $5,000.  

Premium    The 2009/10 premium is essentially the same as 2008/9 and will be $4.06 per member.  

Claims Experience    I am not aware of any successful public liability claims.  However for personal accident, in 2006 there were 9 national claims at the cost of $4,350;  in 2007 there were 16 national claims at the cost of $91,554.  Up to May 2009 there has been 6 national claims at a potential cost of $55,152.  

As you can see there has been an increase in claims being made against the Personal Accident Insurance although these are national figures.  I recommended at the AGM that the Confederation ask for particulars of these claims so a review can be made of our Risk Management practices to see if the severity of claims can be reduced.

Risk Waivers    At the last BAI teleconference in March 2009, it was foreshadowed that the need for risk waivers would be likely to be amended for the new policy.  The BAI has now advised that risk waivers are not needed before every activity and may be signed annually.  

As you are aware NSW is subject to the Civil Liability Act which allows risk waivers to be a defence/protection in a claim.  

The Confederation is considering the notification by BAI in light of NSW legislation and impending AAS guidelines.  The Confederation will be obtaining legal advice and IN THE MEANTIME THE CONFEDERATION URGES ALL CLUBS TO CONTINUE THEIR CURRENT PRACTICE OF OBTAINING RISK WAIVERS.  This ensures that clubs have continued protection against the Civil Liability Act.  

Adventure Activity Standards  -  Dodie Green

The AAS Technical Working Groups (TWG) are continuing to meet.  

The Rock Climbing and Abseiling TWG has been merged due to dwindling numbers.  The Confederation will retain its two positions on the consolidated group.  

There has been the possibility of a Canyoning AAS raised.  If it eventuates the Confederation will seek membership to represent Club Canyoning interests.  

The Bushwalking TWG has finished its cycle of fortnightly meetings and will now meet monthly.  

The Confederation has received 10 AAS Provider Surveys, representing 10% of Affiliated Clubs and several comments on the AAS definitions.  Thanks and appreciation to responding Clubs and to those Clubs who continue to provide comments to the Confederation on the AAS.  

The AAS Sub Committee will be meeting late in August to review and compile definitions, focusing upon ‘Dependent’ and ‘Independent’ Participants for submission to the AAS Project Manager.  

We will keep you informed of any further developments.  

And we encourage Clubs to keep up the communication and comments on the AAS.  

Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
The NSW Government has commissioned an independent regional assessment of the Riverina region and it's Red Gum Forests.  The NPA has applauded this State Government decision believing that it will eventually deliver the incorporation of large, new national parks into the existing national park reserve.  The NPA has also called on the NSW government to be inclusive by allowing indigenous people participation and the restructuring of the red gum timber industry.  

▪
Environment and Animal Welfare groups have together called on the NSW Government to scrap the legislation to expand game shooting in National Parks, under a scheme similar to the discredited scheme that currently exists in State Forests.  According to the NPA CEO, Andrew Cox, ”For conservation and welfare reasons, feral animal control is not a job for amateurs.  At best, skilled recreational shooters can contribute to properly run programs to supplement other methods.”  This is notwithstanding the reply from the Deputy Premier and the Minister for Environment, Carmel Tebbutt, who stated to the Blue Mountains Conservation Society that “the Government does not support hunting in national parks or the hunting of native animals on conservation or other grounds.”  However the Minister did not mention the scrapping of the legislation.  A public meeting against the legislation will be held on Tuesday, August 25, 2009 at 6.45pm at the Ku-ring-gai Town Hall, 1186 Pacific Hwy, Pymble.  

▪
The NCC has welcomed the Federal Senate's rejection of the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS), because, according to the NCC, the former CPRS scheme would lock in a “dirty, fossil fuel-based economy and guaranteed failure to stop climate change reaching dangerous tipping points”.  

▪
The NSW Government and the Local Government and Shires Association have combined to tackle the effects of climate change with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding.  This is to provide a Climate Change Infrastructure Risk Assessment and the legal ramifications thereof.  

▪
The Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment management Authority and the NPWS have combined to provide approximately $500,000 to improve the riparian areas of the Tarlo River system north of Goulburn.  The project has currently improved approximately 7 kilometres along Junction Creek including Long Swamp, a valuable wetlands area.  

▪
A feral pig baiting program in the Tinderry Nature Reserve south of Queanbeyan is to be expanded following a successful previous baiting program in the area.  A new commercially available type of pig bait, a toxic bait covered in a non-toxic cereal coating has been very successful.

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Callouts   On Monday 3 August our BWRS Secretary attended a debrief from the large search for English backpacker, Jamie Neale.  The NSW Police had intelligence from NSW and overseas to confirm that Jamie had really gone bush.  They consider that their searching in Cedar Creek was either just ahead or behind Jamie as he moved through the valley.  Jamie had gone missing on a walk to Ruined Castle outside Katoomba about 3 July.  Despite vast searching including helicopters and large numbers of RFS, NP&WS and SES personnel Jamie was not found but walked out to Medlow Gap (beyond the end of Narrow Neck) on 15 July where he met some camped bushwalkers.

Oxfam Trailwalker   On 28 – 30 August BWRS will be providing Safety Response Teams (in shifts) as support for this worthy charity fund raising event where teams of four will attempt to walk 100km within 48 hours.  We will be on standby at various stages of the event to assist Paramedics in evacuations or for correction of course markers.  TrailWalker uses National Parks and Reserves as it wanders from Brooklyn to Middle Head (Mosman).  I have had many memorable experiences in midnight drives or walks down fire roads.  Participants enjoy the challenge.  There is good support infrastructure so TrailWalker is always a friendly event.

NavShield   NavShield is always a great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation.  Pencil in your diary the first weekend in July 2010 for NavShield (site TBA). All checkpoint flags from NavShield 2009 have now been collected.  Shortly we will be having a planning meeting for NavShield 2010 where we will review and streamline roles for our organising committee.  Naturally, BWRS has started looking for possible locations for such a big annual event.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for NavShield 2009 results from either the ONE day or TWO day event.  NavShield is a great way to practice bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere.  

First Aid   Our weekend St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  The next Senior First Aid course will be held on November 7 / 8.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Senior First Aid is worthwhile but Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) skills are even better.  I can personally say that the training is comprehensive and intensive from an excellent Instructor and Assistant.  They quote numerous examples from their experience as First Aiders.  The RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training in realistic scenarios in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  

Successful trainees receive both a Senior and Remote Area First Aid Certificate.  Last weekend was the first weekend of the current RAFA course.  The next RAFA course will now be in 2010.  Watch the BWRS website for details of this next course.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the TWO weekends training and camping fees for the bush location such as Camp Coutts, Waterfall (this time).

Publicity   A recruiting grant has allowed BWRS to modernise the format of our pocket Calendar.  The Calendar still includes the BWRS & Confederation website addresses plus the abbreviated bush safety information from previous Calendars.  This grant also included a professional makeover of our BWRS website.  The revised site was presented to BWRS members at our August General Meeting.  The site will go ‘live’ before the end of August. Our members are currently reviewing / fault finding the new site.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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