The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 21st July 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.  

Present   Jim Callaway (SBW), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Peter Hart (SCB), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Graham McLean (CMW), Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   M Covi, W Hilder, L Nolan

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the June Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Minnaert
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Coast & Mountain Walkers  -  Comment re ORIC’s


Technical Working Group Terms of Reference


Spectrum Holidays  -  Advertising Enquiry


Outdoor Recreation Industry Council NSW (ORIC)  -  Invitation re Technical 
Working Groups (TWG) for Bushwalking, Abseiling, Rock Climbing


Outdoor Recreation Industry Council NSW  -  Meeting Schedule re TWG


John Wiley & Sons Australia Ltd  -  Request Permission to Reproduce 
Extracts from the Bushwalkers’ Code February 2004


National Parks Association NSW  -  Email re Proposal to expand shooting to 
national parks, native animals and the setting up of private game reserves


Shooters Party’s proposed Game and Feral Animal Control Amendment Bill


Outdoor Recreation Industry Council of NSW  -  TWG Meeting Schedules for 
Bushwalking, Abseiling, Canoe & Kayaking, Rock Climbing


The Colong Foundation  -  Public Meeting 9th September:  Shooters Party Bill 
re Hunting in National Parks and Commercialisation of National Parks


Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad  -  Request written support re BWRS 
application as Trust Managers, Lot 140 Learmonth Street, Rooty Hill


Central West Bushwalking Club  -  AAS re definition “Dependant” and 
“Non-Dependent” Participants;  also Training re Self Evaluation 
Methods


Coast & Mountain Walkers  -  re Parallel AAS;  Commercial and Non-
Commercial Standards


Spectrum Holidays  -  Advertising Information;   Payment of Invoices


John Wiley & Sons Australia Ltd  -  Permission to Reproduce Extracts from the Bushwalkers’ Code February 2004;   Clubs  -  Minutes:  June 2009


Clubs  -  Invoices:  2009-2010 Insurance Renewal


Hon. Tony Kelly, Minister for Lands  -  Support letter re BWRS application as Trust Managers, Lot 140 Learmonth Street, Rooty Hill


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

No Report tabled.  

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$ 1,214.75
Salary  -  June


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


AustralianSuper
115.55
Super  -  June


National Parks Association
2,802.40
Copying/Internet 6 Mths.




2009-10 Annual Rent


Marsh Pty. Limited
78,495.15
2009-10 Insur. Premiums


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Administration Officer advised of the part closure of the Grand Canyon Walking Track, Neates Glen and “The Tunnel”:  closed weekdays and weekends commencing 3rd August 2009 to January 2010 for upgrade and restoration works.  The Grand Canyon will be open for canyoners at the formal rope entry access points, accessible from Evans Lookout only.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No Report tabled.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

See Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
G McLean
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

9.
General Business

Dodie Green advised that she had been speaking with President Wilf Hilder recently who is undergoing medical treatment.  


Motion:   That the meeting was very sorry to hear of Wilf's health issues and wishes him all the best for his recovery from surgery and for his ongoing treatment.  


(M)
D Green
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

10.
Date of next General Meeting


and Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 18th August 2009 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  June  2009

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 1,772.60
	

	      ING Direct
	
91,900.09
	

	      Petty Cash
	
97.55
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
105.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$93,875.24

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,214.75
	

	      PAYG payable
	
247.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
115.71
	

	      Income Tax
	
- 328.00
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,254.06

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 92,621.18

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
35,445.47
	

	      Current Earnings
	
7,102.91
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 92,621.18


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
· Following the close of public comments on the Murray River Red Gum Environmental Impact Statement, the NPA has claimed the process in this case as virtual farce.  “Forests NSW … are flouting the law, and are causing irreparable harm to vulnerable ecosystems and the NSW Government's environmental record” according to the NPA CEO, Andrew Cox. In an area of over 300,000 hectares only 8 survey sites were studied in just one season, and targeted surveys were conducted for only 5 out of 57 affected species. No cultural heritage or national environmental significance assessments were undertaken, and the socio-economic conclusions were ludicrous with the reduction of logging resulting in an increased teenage pregnancy rate and problem gambling. The NPA has called on the Premier to intervene to halt River Red Gum Logging in the coups and has also called on the Federal Minister, Peter Garrett, to act appropriately and halt logging in NSW, as has been achieved in Victoria where all logging has stopped. The Federal Government has the power to stop illegal logging but has chosen to acquiesce and delay banning the practice in NSW, choosing to instead continue negotiations.  

· On June 24th the NSW Government chose to withdraw support from the Game and Feral Animal Control Amendment Bill proposed by the Shooters Party to expand recreational hunting to NSW National Parks. Historically it has been suspected that some shooters have introduced feral animals into National Parks in expectation of increasing the pressure to allow shooting to begin. In has been revealed that the NSW Government has for two years been in negotiation with the Shooters Party over this matter, but their decision to withdraw support is a very welcome. A public campaign is being undertaken to express opposition to both this issue and the commercialisation of National Parks on Wednesday, September 9, 2009 (5.30pm) at the Parliament House Theatrette in Macquarie Street, Sydney.  

· The NPA is seeking to limit the increasing impact of adventure sports, like mountain bike riding, on National Parks and especially to narrow walking tracks were the risks to the public (and subsequent NPWS litigation risk) is high from bike collision. More emphasis is being sought to redirect bike usage to parks of a different tenure to National Parks eg. State Forests, Regional Parks, Private Landholders (who could be expected to charge fees) etc.  

· A new lookout has been opened in the Budderoo National Park overlooking Jamberoo on the Southern Highland escarpment. It is located on Jamberoo Mountain Road.  

· Graffiti vandals have been active in the Bomaderry Creek Regional Park with a number of buildings being defaced. Any information relating to the apprehension of the culprits is welcome and can be given to the Nowra NPWS office on 44286300 or to the police on 131444.  

· New picnic facilities have been opened at Jerusalem Creek in the Barrington Tops National Park near Dungog.  

· An attack on native wildlife has been made near Euroka, west of Kempsey, using poisoned chicken eggs. Eggs had been found on top of fence posts and had obviously been injected with a substance thought to be an insecticide. Apart from the obvious threat to human health, the eggs also pose a danger to reptiles and birds.  Any information can be supplied to the Kempsey office on 65666621. 

· In an incident in the same area as above, several kangaroos were found piled in a heap with empty alcohol cans in their pouches. This followed a night where gunshots and rowdy 4wd drive and motorbike behaviours were heard by Roland plains residents. Please contact the previous phone number if you have any information re the above.  

· The Yuerlarbah Management Trail (Glenrock State Conservation Area) is to be closed to traffic for three weeks from 6/7/09 to allow Hunter Water sewerage works to be completed. Walker will be allowed access during this time.  

· Wetland Conservation Projects have been announced for private properties in the Lowbidgee and Lachlan Catchments and also in the Macquarie Marshes. The funding is aimed at improving grazing management (no kill zero till pasture manipulation) to limit grazing and erosion in the riparian areas. Approximately $305,000 has been currently allocated in these areas.  

· The historic Cunglebung homestead in the Nymboida National Park has been stabilised from further degradation by recent works carried out by the local builder, David Fowler and his team.  The hardwood slab homestead was built some time after 1862 and remained in use until the 1940's.  

Park management plan - in preparation

Development of a management plan for Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve.  

As a result of its many attractions and variety of uses, Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve has become increasingly popular and faces growing user pressure.  In order to maintain and protect the reserve's ecological and biodiversity values, the NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) is currently developing a management plan for Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve.  

Adventure Activity Standards  -  Dodie Green

The Sub Committee met in June with ORIC's AAS Project Manager Greg James and Kirsten Peralta ORIC's Executive Officer to discuss the Confederation's AAS Submissions.  At this meeting we received confirmation from the Project Manager that the AAS will apply to a small percentage of Club Activities due to the independent basis on which Clubs operate.  The AAS will be relevant when Clubs have dependent participants.  

The Confederation's efforts will be to ensure that the definitions support this outcome for Clubs, that Clubs are not subject to any restrictions on activities with dependent participants and that the final AAS documents do not restrict any current or future Club Activities as detailed in the Confederation's Submissions.  

We have co-opted Mark Dabbs from BWRS to the AAS Sub Committee.  Mark is a member of the BWRS Management Committee and a member of Sydney Bushwalkers and CMW.  He is representing the Confederation on the Canoe & Kayak Technical Working Group (TWG).  

We have continued to have Clubs send comments on the AAS and we encourage clubs to continue this communication with the Confederation.  CMW correspondence has been tabled on the agenda.  Canberra Bushwalkers provided an email with concerns over several issues with Confidentiality Agreement and Terms of Reference documents for the TWGs.  

The TWG Meetings commenced last week.  The first meetings were introductory in nature, discussed the Terms of Reference, and reviewed at a high level the feedback received.  The Bushwalking TWG is currently meeting fortnightly with other TWG meetings monthly.   It is envisaged that by meeting fortnightly the Bushwalking TWG can wade through a lot of the generic material for all documents.  The next Bushwalking TWG meeting will be held next Tuesday 28th July.  

We have been asked to provide draft glossary definitions commencing with dependent participants and collect data for a provider survey, which we are waiting to receive from ORIC.  Once this is received the Confederation will distribute to Clubs for input.  We ask that Clubs give consideration to the Glossary definitions and invite Clubs to send draft glossary definitions to the Confederation to assist.  The glossary terms can be found on Page 48 of the Bushwalking document and are as follows:  

▪  Dependent Participants
▪  Leader

▪  Minimum Industry Standard
▪  Guide

▪  Industry Best Practice
▪  Instructor

▪  Commercial Activity Providers
▪  Standard Operating Procedures (SOP)

▪  Non-Commercial Activity

At this stage we have been asked to develop definition of Dependent Participants but invite Clubs to consider all terms and submit their comments by email.  
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Callouts   On the weekend of July 11 / 12 BWRS assisted Police in the search for English backpacker, Jamie Neale. BWRS personnel were helicopter winched into Cedar Creek on Saturday then taken via 4WD vehicle into creeks below the Three Sisters on Sunday.  Jamie had gone missing on a walk to Ruined Castle outside Katoomba about 3 July.  Despite vast searching including helicopters and large numbers of RFS and SES personnel Jamie was not found but walked out to Medlow Gap (beyond the end of Narrow Neck) on 15 July where he met some camped bushwalkers.  Jamie probably wandered around & down Cedar Creek until he met a Water Board fire road which came back through Medlow Gap. 

On Friday night 17 July two BWRS members attended a thank you function for volunteers at Gearin’s Hotel, Katoomba.  Snippets of the function were included in the Sunday night Channel 9 “60 Minutes” program report on Jamie. 

Navshield   NavShield on July 4 / 5 was another great training event for the emergency services in bush navigation skills with fine weather.  All checkpoints have now been collected from the site based around Euroka Clearing outside Glenbrook.  NavShield is generally a safe event.  Except - on Saturday night the NSW Ambulance Paramedics were kept busy with two incidents when a previously treated casualty started to have medical complications while another injured participant was being evacuated.  The course was challenging with unmarked cliff lines and moderate scrub throughout.  A highlight was a 21 year celebration cake on Sunday afternoon for one participant (by his friends) who has attended every NavShield! 

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for NavShield results from either the ONE day or TWO day event.  NavShield is a great way to practice bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere.     

First Aid   Our weekend St John Ambulance Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  The next Senior First Aid course will be held on November 7 / 8.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Senior First Aid is worthwhile but Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) skills are even better.  I can personally say that the training is comprehensive and intensive from an excellent Instructor and Assistant.  They quote numerous examples from their experience as First Aiders.  The RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training in realistic scenarios in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  

Successful trainees receive both a Senior and Remote Area First Aid Certificate.  The next RAFA course on August 8/ 9 & 22 / 23 is rapidly filling.  Don’t delay as bookings will close on 31July.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the TWO weekends training and camping fees for the bush location at Camp Coutts, Waterfall (this time).

Publicity   A recruiting grant has allowed BWRS to modernise the format of our pocket Calendar.  The Calendar still includes the BWRS & Confederation website addresses plus the abbreviated bush safety information from previous Calendars.  This grant also included a professional makeover of our BWRS website.  The site will go ‘live’ shortly.   

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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