The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th June 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.  

Present   Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Larry Nolan (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   S Haginikitas, M Maack, B Mitchell

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the May Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Jan Wouters again suggested that the names of those known bushwalkers who lost their life in WWII be placed on our Splendour Rock memorial plaque.  


Margaret stated that this issue had already been debated and decided some years ago.  Jim advised our plaque is in a declared wildness area;  that approval would not be granted from the NP&WS;  our memorial plaque is for all bushwalkers who fell in WWII;  leave it as it is.  


Larry (CMW) stated that the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is dedicated to the memory of those who fell fighting for our country;  why not have a small additional plaque listing those known bushwalkers who died in WWII.  


Motion:   That the names of known bushwalkers who fought and died for this country in WWII be placed on our Splendour Rock memorial plaque.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
L Nolan
LOST

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Bimbi Park, Cape Otway  -  Advertising Enquiry


Shoalhaven Bushwalkers  -  Comment re NSW AAS


Bankstown Bushwalking Club  -  Two Additional Confederation Delegates


Blue Mountains Accommodation  -  Advertising Enquiry


Newcastle Ramblers Bushwalking Club  -  Comment re NSW AAS


Up and Downers Bushwalking Club  -  Comment re NSW AAS


Newcastle Ramblers Bushwalking Club  -  Further Comment re NSW AAS


Canberra Bushwalking Club  -  Comment re NSW AAS


Bankstown Bushwalking Club  -  Comment re NSW AAS-Abseiling


Anthology Travel  -  Advertising Enquiry


Coast & Mountain Walkers  -  Comment and Suggestions re AAS


All Nations Bushwalkers  -  Comment re NSW AAS


The Colong Foundation for Wilderness  -  Receipt re $1,000 Donation


ORIC  -  Technical Working Groups re Terms of Reference


Bimbi Park, Cape Otway  -  Advertising Information


All Clubs  -  Seeking Comment re NSW ASS First Draft


Blue Mountains Accommodation  -  Advertising Information


Minutes  -  May 2009;   Anthology Travel  -  Advertising Information


ORIC  -  Confederation Submission re NSW ASS First Draft


All Nations Bushwalkers  -  Advice re NSW AAS Document

(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

No Report tabled.  

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


No Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$1,371.40
Salary  -  May


AustralianSuper
132.45
Super  -  May


Ligare Printers
3,080.00
“The B” May Ed.


Centacare Industries
789.00
“The B” Mail Out


Motion:   That payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
D Green
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Conservation   M Maack

No Report tabled.  

6.3
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

6.4
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No Report tabled.  

6.5
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

See Report tabled.  


Larry Nolan (CMW) asked if Confederation was considering seeking legal advice on the implications of the AAS on our clubs.  Dodie advised that the current form of the AAS documentation is still very much in draft form.  The decision ultimately to endorse or reject the AAS would be subject to legal advice and club consensus.  


Motion:   That the report from the sub committee be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Weston
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

9.
General Business

Jan Wouters advised that the current economic climate has stalled the planned reconstruction of the Ashfield RSL Club site with Confederation being able to continue to hold its General Meetings at the club.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 21st July 2009 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

NSW Adventure Activity Standards  -  Dodie Green

The AAS Subcommittee submitted on behalf of the Confederation comments on the Draft 1 AAS Bushwalking, Abseiling and Rock Climbing, Mountain Biking and Canoe and Kayaking documents on the deadline 5 June 2009.  The AAS Subcommittee wishes to thank all the clubs that submitted comments, especially given the short period for comment.  The Confederations comments will be circulated to all clubs by email.  Clubs are continuing to write to the Confederation with comments on the AAS and we welcome their comments.  

The Confederation has subsequently received from ORIC an email thanking us for our feedback, and its clubs for their contributions of expertise, time and effort.  The email noted that the Confederation’s comments were the most comprehensive comments received from the total 30 organisations providing comments.  ORIC has also accepted the Confederation's nominations for positions on the Technical Working Groups (TWGs) for Bushwalking and Abseiling.  The TWGs will work upon the Draft 2 AAS documents which will be released for a second round of public comment.  The Confederation, through its position on TWGs, seeks to influence the second draft of the AAS documents, specifically for bushwalking clubs.  

ORIC also extended an invitation to meet and discuss our first draft comments.  A meeting has been scheduled between ORIC and the AAS Subcommittee on Tuesday 23 June.  

Many thanks again to clubs for their comments on Draft 1 AAS documents.  We will keep clubs informed of any developments and will advise when the Second draft documents become available for comment and the Confederation's timetable for submission of Club comments.  
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Callouts   On the weekend of May 9 / 10 BWRS assisted Police in a forensic search at Parkes.  On Saturday morning a Warrant was served on a male property owner to search his land.  His wife had been not seen for some time with no adequate explanation.  Many members of local SES units were also used in the comprehensive line searches.  Just recently BWRS received a glowing letter of thanks from NSW Police for our involvement in this search.

NavShield   NavShield on July 4 / 5 is a bush navigation training event for the emergency services that is a great chance to practice / refresh bush navigation skills.  Behind the scenes planning is well advanced.  Last years Safety Plan is under review for necessary changes.  The NSW Ambulance Service has been contacted for Paramedic assistance at NavShield.  The VRA amateur radio operators (WICEN) who operate the NavShield radio net have been contacted.  Most of the checkpoints have been marked in the field with surveyors tape on trees.

Over the June long w/e the checkpoint locations were independently “vetted” prior to checkpoint flag hanging on June 20 / 21.  Vetting ensures that NavShield is a very accurately set course.  The course will be interesting with unmarked cliff lines and moderate scrub in many places.  Bushwalkers find NavShield enjoyable and usually do well.  BWRS would love to see more bushwalking club teams in NavShield.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for more information on how you could enter NavShield in either the ONE day or TWO day event.  NavShield is a great way to practice bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere.     

First Aid   Ten bushwalkers were trained in St John Ambulance Senior First Aid on May 30 / 31.  Our weekend Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  The next Senior First Aid course will be held on November 7 / 8.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Senior First Aid is worthwhile but Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) skills are even better.  I can personally say that the training is comprehensive and intensive from an excellent Instructor and Assistant.  They quote numerous examples from their experience as First Aiders.  The RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training in realistic scenarios in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  

Successful trainees receive both a Senior and Remote Area First Aid Certificate.  The next RAFA course will be August 8/ 9 & 22 / 23.  The discounted cost of $250 is inclusive of the TWO weekends training and camping fees for the bush location at Camp Coutts, Waterfall (this time).  

Publicity   A recruiting grant has allowed BWRS to modernise the format of our pocket Calendar.  The Calendar still includes the BWRS & Confederation website addresses plus the abbreviated bush safety information from previous Calendars.  This grant also included a professional makeover of our BWRS website.  The site will go ‘live’ shortly.   

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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