The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th May 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Wilf Hilder (SBW), Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Peter Hart (SCB), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Graham Hoskin (SCB), Mitchell Isaacs (Suboir), Belinda Rothery (Bankstown), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   M Maack

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the April Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

ORIC  -  Invitation re NSW AAS Information Forums


ORIC: Greg James, NSW AAS Project Manager  -  Acknowledgement re our request to be a member of the Technical Working Groups


Office of Carmel Tebbutt, MP  -  Acknowledgement Letter re Our Opposition to Commercialisation of National Parks


Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Access to BAI Google Group only available to BAI Officers, Delegates and Deputies;   DE Maritime  -  Advertising Enquiry


Sapphire Coast Tourism Board  -  Advertising Enquiry


Employers Mutual NSW Limited  -  Request Wages Info. re WC Policy


Suboir United Bushwalkers/SUBW  -  Comment re Draft NSW AAS-BW


ORIC  -  Seeking participation in the NSW AAS by way of membership of Technical Working Groups


Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Request Info. re Access to BAI Google Group


DE Maritime - Advertising Info.;   Sapphire Coast Tourism - Advertising Info.

(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Isaacs
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

“In Memory of Bushwalkers who fell in World War II  -  Their Splendour Shall Never Fade “.  The President advised that the Honour Roll which lists those bushwalkers who are known to have lost their lives in WWII is not complete as club members and bushwalkers not being club members also fell.  


Margaret Covi advised of her attendance at Splendour Rock on ANZAC Day, the Service being hosted by members of the Nepean Bushwalking Club together with Bill Sanday.  The sunrise was particularly beautiful this year as approximately 40 people gathered for the Service.  

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled and draft 2009-2010 Budget.  


Barbara advised that we have approx. $100,000 in the bank;  anticipated expenditure before year end is $10,500, including $3,000 for donations which are to be decided tonight.  Budgeted operating figure for the next year is a small loss.  Affiliation fees need not be increased for 2010 but possibly a small increase the following year, unless our advertising income increases.  


Motion:   That Confederation donate $2,000 to BWRS and $1,000 to The Colong Foundation for Wilderness.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
B Rothery
CARRIED


Administration Officer
$1,245.25
Salary  -  April


AustralianSuper
119.00
Super  -  April


ATO
259.00
3Q BAS


B Hanlon
250.00
“The B” May Ed.


BWRS
2,000.00
Donation


The Colong Foundation
1,000.00
Donation


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  The May 09 edition of “The Bushwalker” is available for collection tonight.  

6.2
Training

Position Vacant.  

6.3
Conservation   M Maack

No Report tabled at the meeting.  

6.4
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Wilf reported that an illegal structure being a 2m high stone wall plus crucifix has been located on top of Mt. Warrigal;  new release topographic map for the north coast, Macksville.  

6.5
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No Report tabled.  

6.6
Adventure Activity Standards   D Green

At our recent Management Committee meeting on 12th May, it was resolved that a AAS Subcommittee be formed.  This Subcommittee will collate and provide comment on behalf of Confederation and member clubs to the Outdoor Recreation Industry Council NSW (ORIC) on the development of AAS in NSW.  Comment on the first draft of the NSW AAS documents to ORIC are due 5th June.  


Clubs are encouraged to provide comment to Confederation on the AAS draft documents for Bushwalking, Abseiling, Canoe & Kayaking, Mountain Biking and Rock Climbing and Ropes by 27th May.  The AAS documents can be viewed at:   http://www.oric.org.au/AAS-NSW/Downloads.html

The Subcommittee will meet on 28th May to collate and draft Confederation comments for submission to ORIC on 5th June.  We understand that the second draft AAS documents will be released for comment shortly thereafter with a 6 week period to provide further comments.  


Confederation will keep you informed.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

8.
Representative’s Report
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


There will be a BAI TeleConference on 26th May.  


Administration Officer advised of a decision by BAI to establish a BAI Google Group with access being provided only to Council Members, Delegates and Deputy Delegates;  also that no BAI information is being provided to Confederation.  Both Margaret and Keith stated that this situation should be addressed.  The President stated that a Management Committee meeting be called and this issue be placed on the agenda.  

9.
General Business
9.1
Walls Pass, Walls Cave


Keith enquired of the naming of Walls Pass and Walls Cave.  Wilf advised Walls Pass named after Ian Walls but not Walls Cave at Blackheath.  

9.2
Keith advised that BWRS first aid instructor Belinda Keir had located additional information on the lives of those bushwalkers who are named in the Splendour Rock Honour Roll.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th June 2009 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  April  2009

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$ 621.75
	

	      ING Direct
	
100,935.35
	

	      Petty Cash
	
286.65
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$101,843.75

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$ 1,245.25
	

	      PAYG payable
	
313.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
118.98
	

	      Income Tax
	
- 304.00
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$ 1,377.83

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$ 100,465.92

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
35,445.47
	

	      Current Earnings
	
14,947.65
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$ 100,465.92


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
· Following on from a scathing finding on April 29 by the NSW Auditor General that public River Red Gum Forests in the State's South western regions were poorly managed and were consequently suffering from this mismanagement, the Federal Environment Minister stepped in to prevent illegal logging. According to Georgina Woods from the NPA “ This is an extraordinary case of the NSW Government itself being caught red-handed, illegally logging our internationally significant Red Gum wetlands. It is appalling that the Government, which should be setting the highest standards in environmental management, is in fact flagrantly flouting the law.” In support of the Federal Environment Minister, the Federal Senate endorsed the actions of the Environment Minister “to protect New South Wales wetlands that are habitat for the vulnerable Superb Parrot from the dangers of logging” according to Carmel Flint, another NPA spokesperson. The claims that logging jobs would be lost if logging was not continued was seen as spurious as there are less than 150 jobs in crown Red Gum leases and only a small portion of these would be affected.  

· The NCC has criticised the direction of renewable energy monies in the Federal Budget towards unproven carbon capture and away from truly renewable energy sources. Renewable energy sources can be seen as the only solution to avert catastrophic climate change and the saving of our precious natural icons.  

· Fox baiting is being carried out in the Dharawal State Conservation Area and the neighbouring Sydney Catchment Authority's Cataract Dam catchment area to protect koalas, pygmy possums and eastern bristle-birds.  

· A feral pig pest management program is underway within the Tollingo and Woggoon Nature reserves northwest of Condobolin. This is intended to help protect the endangered Mallee fowl and also help protect neighbouring farmland from pig invasion. 1080 Pig Out poison baits are to be used in the eradication program.  

· The community group on park management has expressed concerns about the environmental impacts caused by feral horses in the Kosciuszko National Park, especially in their adverse affect  upon corroboree frog population habitat.  

· An environmental water flow of 1,000 megalitres is to be released into Pollock's swamp in the Koondrook-Perricoota Forest, along the Murray river near Barham next month. This is part of the icon site protection of wetlands agreed under the Living Murray Federal-State program to purchase water for environmental water flows.  

· Several rare ecological communities, like littoral rainforests, swamp forests and Themeda grasslands, in the Coffs Coast region have been helped by receiving funding to eradicate weeds through professional and volunteer bush regeneration projects.  

· Drivers are asked to be wary of  Echidna movements across roads at this time of the year. It is a time when young ones are dispersing across the countryside and the females are coming into heat. Echidna trains occur whereby males, up to ten, can be seen to follow single females in straight lines behind her.  

· The NPWS is asking for help to identify the culprit who is killing Wedge-tail eagles near Bombala. Any information should be forwarded to the NPWS Bombala office on 64584080.  

· Surveys have revealed that the Broad-toothed rat population is surviving well in the Barrington Tops National Park. This species lives in the sub-alpine region of the park with the nearest population 500km away in the Kosciuszko National Park. Fox baiting programs in the area are being credited with the success of the preservation program.  

· The magnificent Gloucester Tops in the Barrington Tops National Park has been reopened to the public after major road works. The major walks in the area are also open to the public following the opening of the road.  

· The NPWS is asking for people's tolerance with the Brush Turkey following an increasing number of complaints. They are assertive foragers that can raid pet food plates and water, as well as garden plants. Please do not encourage birds into private gardens by feeding the birds.  

· The NPWS and Police are pleading for help in identifying the Deua Bushfire arsonist near the Bendethera camping area in the Deua National Park. The fire was lit on January 7, 2009, and the fire was luckily put out by a NPWS Remote Area fire-fighting team by January 9. A group of horse riders is being asked to contact police to help them in their inquiries. Maximum penalties of up to 14 years prison could be imposed upon the offenders. Information can be given on the Enviro line (131555), the Narooma NPWS (44762888) or NSW police (1800333000)

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Callouts   On the weekend of May 9 / 10 BWRS assisted Police in a forensic search at Parkes.  On Saturday morning a Warrant was served on a male property owner to search his land.  His wife had been not seen for some time with no adequate explanation.  Many members of local SES units were also used in the comprehensive line searches.  While visiting Parkes certainly requires a long drive our BWRS members were well accepted and well looked after.  The search was the lead story of the Monday local paper.

NavShield   NavShield on July 4 / 5 is a bush navigation training event for the emergency services that is a great chance to practice / refresh navigation skills.  BWRS only releases the location just before the event so the check points can be set up without interference.  Behind the scenes planning is well advanced.  Last years Safety Plan is under review for necessary changes.  The NSW Ambulance Service has been contacted for Paramedic assistance at NavShield.  The VRA amateur radio operators (WICEN) who operate the NavShield radio net have been contacted.  Most of the checkpoints have been marked in the field with surveyors tape on trees.  Their locations now need to be independently “vetted” before the checkpoint flag hanging in late June.  The course will be interesting with unmarked cliff lines and moderate scrub in many places.  Bushwalkers find NavShield enjoyable and usually do well.  BWRS would love to see more bushwalking club teams in NavShield.

Check the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au for more information on how you could enter NavShield in either the ONE day or TWO day event.  NavShield is a great way to practice bush navigation in a friendly atmosphere.   

First Aid   The next St John Ambulance Senior First Aid will be held on May 30 / 31.  The closing date for registration will be May 22.  Our weekend Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Senior First Aid is worthwhile but Remote Area First Aid (RAFA) skills are even better.  Last weekend I completed the second of two weekends of a RAFA course.  Thus I can personally say that the training is comprehensive and intensive from an excellent Instructor and Assistant.  They quote numerous examples from their experience as First Aiders.  The RAFA course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers and includes training in realistic scenarios in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  The discounted cost of $230 is inclusive of the TWO weekends training and camping fees for the bush location (eg Camp Coutts, Waterfall).

Successful trainees receive both a Senior and Remote Area First Aid Certificate.  The next RAFA course will be August 8/ 9 & 22 / 23. 

Equipment   During the past month the BWRS Toyota Troop Carrier has been serviced (in preparation for heavy use at NavShield) and been inspected at the RTA Heavy Vehicle Inspection Station for registration.

Publicity   A recruiting grant has allowed BWRS to modernise the format of our pocket Calendar.  The Calendar still includes the BWRS & Confederation website addresses plus the abbreviated bush safety information from previous Calendars.  This grant also included a professional makeover of our BWRS website.  The site will go ‘live’ shortly.   

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au
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