The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th January 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.  

Present   Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Peter Hart (SCB), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

John Clarke (NPA), Rob Michie (NPA), Larry Nolan (CMW), Mitchell Issacs (Suboir), Belinda Rothery (Bankstown)

Apologies   P Harvey, W Hilder, D Kruse

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the December 2008 Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

National Parks Association  -  Proposal re Annual Rent 2008-09


Canberra Bushwalking Club  -  Copy Ministerial Letter re AAS


NPA  -  Insurance enquiry re Proposed ventures with commercial entities


Payment of Invoices

3.1
Jim Callaway asked the Administration Officer to advise the meeting of Confederation’s annual rent for the Newtown premises.  Annual rent is now $2,585;  York Street, Sydney annual rent was $1,870.  The Newtown office accommodation provides not only more space but a very pleasant work environment.  

3.2
Administration Officer provided an outline of a NPA fund raising proposal specifically with RSVP, a commercial online speed dating entity, for the holding of a NPA bushwalk for RSVP members only who would become NPA members upon paying the required fee.  NPA have asked for advice re insurance cover for walkers on the proposed commercial venture.  Advice pending.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

No Report tabled.  

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  Barbara advised that expenditure for the first six months would indicate a small profit and proposes that there be no increase in the affiliated fees for 2009-2010.  


Administration Officer
$860.00
Salary  -  December


AustralianSuper
78.20
Super  -  December


National Parks Association
108.35
Copying/Internet 3 Mths


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


February 2009 edition well on the way.  

6.2
Training

Position Vacant.  

6.3
Conservation   M Maack

No Report tabled.  

6.4
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

6.5
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No Report tabled.  

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
M Covi
(S)
R Michie
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

9.
General Business
9.1
Adventure Activity Standards (AAS)  -  Ministerial Letter re AAS


Keith Maxwell referred to the copy Ministerial letter re AAS as provided by the Canberra Bushwalking Club:  


"Thank you for your correspondence about the possible impact of Adventure Activity Standards upon the activities of the Canberra Bushwalking Club and similar organisations.  

The development of Adventure Activity Standards (AAS) for NSW will be guided by the Outdoor Recreation Industry Council (ORIC).  As you are aware, several other States already have AAS.  It is important for NSW to address the risks inherent in outdoor adventure activities by establishing guidelines for planning and conducting them.  


A key part of the development of AAS will be consultation with industry and with those States which have already implemented AAS.  The possibility of impacts on organisations such as your Club will be an important consideration during that consultation process.  The involvement of all stakesholders in the development of these standards will allow continuing participation in active recreation for as wide a cross-section of the community as possible.”  


Keith stated that our clubs already practice some form of risk management and also offer training programmes.  That commercial entities are leading people who possess no bushwalking skills.  


Dodie Green suggested that the Management Committee meet to discuss the AAS.  


Motion:   That Confederation’s Management Committee meet to specifically discuss the AAS and the NOLRS and draft a strategy for tabling at a General Meeting.  


(M)
D Green
(S)
J Clarke
CARRIED


Keith Maxwell further stated that adopting the AAS would not necessarily improve bush safety and referred to the BWRS’ Bush Safety  -  Do’s and Don’ts Rules for Walking Safety on the BWRS website.  

9.2
Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Membership Card


Margaret Covi sought input from club Delegates whose clubs issued membership cards.  Some Delegates present advised that their club did provide a membership card usually used to obtain a discount at gear shops.  It was asked what will be the purpose of the BAI card ?  

9.3
Watagans National Park  -  Consent now required for certain activities


Margaret Covi advised that consent is now required in the Watagans National Park to undertake certain activities like abseiling and rock climbing;  also restrictions have been imposed on these activities.  Degradation of areas used for these purposes is ocurring.  Margaret stated if these consent requirements may now be implemented in other national parks.  

9.4
NP&WS  -  Advice re Hawkweed in KNP


Mitchell Issacs (Suboir) advised of a SMH article which advised of the presence of Hawkweed ( Hieracium aurantiacum ) in the KNP and of the NP&WS’ request for sightings of the plant to be reported.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 17th February 2009 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  December  2008

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
- $276.85
	

	      ING Direct
	
109,634.86
	

	      Petty Cash
	
326.58
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
950.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$110,634.59

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$860.00
	

	      PAYG payable
	
183.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
78.18
	

	      Income Tax
	
-31.00
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$1,094.78

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$109,539.81

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$50,072,80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
35,445.47
	

	      Current Earnings
	
24,021.54
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$109,539.81


Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Callout   BWRS assisted in the rescue for two missing canyoners on 8/01/09.  The pair had set out to do Du Faur’s Canyon on Monday 5/01/09.  Two members of BWRS assisted RFS and Police to plan a comprehensive search strategy.  Teams were being briefed when the missing persons were found.  The pair had met other canyoners at an exit of Wollangmbie Creek but had continued on downstream hoping to find a nearby further exit.  They missed this exit and continued through Wollangambie lilo sections I & II.  They eventually back tracked to the exit to Wollangambie II and climbed out.  They did not have lilos but were in good spirits despite their swimming.

Distress Beacons   Remember that old ‘analogue’ 121.5MHz distress beacons (known as EPIRB to mariners) become paper weights in February2009.  Satellites will NO longer monitor their 121.5MHz distress signal.

If you want to carry a distress beacon you need to purchase a ‘DIGITAL 406.5MHz’ PLB (Personal Locator Beacon).  EPIRB are designed for use on water while PLB are intended for land.  www.bwrs.org.au is a great place to begin your shopper research.

Training   BWRS is developing a Remote Canyon Access module (RCA).  RCA provides a framework for members to acquire skills for searching canyons.  Since this is vertical access only and not rescue, a lesser strength of rope (9mm, rather than 11mm) can be used which is still safe and much lighter.  A series of three RCA training weekends will be held over summer starting on December 6 / 7.  During this first weekend experienced canyoners worked as 3 person search teams to locate a lost / injured party and then radio the position back to search HQ.  Overnight equipment was carried since in a real situation the rescue helicopter could be delayed.  Thus, a lot of effort was spent ensuring packs with sleeping gear, water proof radios and abseil gear weighed less then 15kgs.  Other skills were also taught that would give the RCA team the ability to relocate a hypothermic patient via limited horizontal (covering deep water and slippery terrain) or vertical movement.  Trials were also undertaken to compare a dry suit to wet suits and different types of radio waterproofing.  The next RCA weekend will be February 7 / 8.

We would love to involve experienced bushwalkers through our outstanding training program to become Operational Members of this valuable community asset - Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad.

First Aid   The next St John Ambulance Senior First Aid will be held on May 23 / 24, 2009.  Our weekend Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Senior First Aid is worthwhile but Remote Area First Aid skills are even better.  Please remember that the next Remote Area First Aid course will be May 2009 on 2 / 3 & 16 / 17.  The course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers with training that includes realistic scenarios held in a bush setting.  This great course aim to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  The discount cost of $230 covers the TWO weekends training required and includes the necessary camping fees for the bush location (eg Camp Coutts, Waterfall).  Successful trainees receive both a Senior and Remote Area First Aid Certificate.

Publicity   Our pocket Calendar had not changed its format for many years.  A recruiting grant allowed BWRS to revamp it but the printed version arrived only just before Christmas.  The Calendar has now been distributed to Confederation Clubs, relevant VRA Squads, a range of retailers and Police.  The Calendar still includes the BWRS & Confederation website addresses plus the abbreviated bush safety information from previous Calendars.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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