The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th December 2008 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.  

Present   Wilf Hilder (SBW), Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Peter Hart (SCB), Michael Maack, Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club), Larry Nolan (CMW), Bruce McKinney CMW), Bryan Smith (Span), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   D Kruse, B Mitchell

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the November Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Bushwalking Australia  -  Outdoor Council of Australia re National Outdoor Leaders Registration Scheme (NOLRS) Sub Committee formed


Bushwalking Australia  -  WA Bushwalker re NOLRS Sub Com Member


Howard Tooth  -  New BAI Insurance Officer is Victorian bushwalker David 
Gordon;   Ashfield RSL Club - Poss. Unavailability of Meeting Room in 2009


Scripture Union Bushwalkers  -  Advice re name change to Sydney Christian 
Bushwalkers;   TasAir Pty. Limited  -  Advertising Enquiry


Ashfield RSL Club  -  2009 Meeting Dates


BAI Insurance Officer  -  New Confederation Affiliated Club, Suboir United


Advertisers’ Invoices;   Payment of Invoices


Suboir United Bushwalkers Inc.  -  Advice re Affiliation with Confederation


Marsh Pty. Ltd.  -  Suboir United Bushwalkers, Insurance Premiums Paid


Advertisers  -  Deadline for Artwork re February 2009 “The Bushwalker”


Centacare Industries  -  Errors in Invoices re Items for Posting “The B”


TasAir Pty. Limited  -  Advertising Enquiry

3.1
BAI  -  Outdoor Council of Australia (OCA) re National Outdoor Leaders Registration Scheme (NOLRS) Sub Committee formed


Administration Officer tabled a BAI email advising that OCA had now formed a NOLRS sub committee and was seeking individuals to be a part of the development of the NOLRS.  


Larry Nolan (CMW) commented on Confederation’s display of passive resistance to BAI regarding the possible implications to our clubs of OCA’s National Outdoor Strategy 2009-2011 which mentions both the Adventure Activity Standards (AAS) and the NOLRS.  Wilf Hilder stated that all state bushwalking federations are opposed to the NOLRS.  


Michael Maack stated that clubs/leaders do not want to have bushwalking standards imposed upon them.  Keith Maxwell stated that bushwalkers should be encouraged to become skilled.  Jim Callaway stated that BAI are not informing the state federations of their proposals and what actions they are taking.  


Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club) requested that Confederation write to BAI with our objections to the possible implementation of the NOLRS.  


Motion:   That Confederation’s views on the implementation of the NOLRS be made known to BAI and requesting that OCA be so advised.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

Best wishes for Christmas to all.  

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$1,097.50
Salary  -  November


AustralianSuper
103.00
Super  -  November


Ligare Pty. Ltd.
3,080.00
“The B” November Ed.


Centacare Industries
961.73
“The B” Mail Out


R Caffin
100.00
“The B” November Ed.


B Hanlon
250.00
“The B” November Ed.


D Kruse
440.00
Expenses re BAI Confer.


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


Administration Officer advised that there were irregularities in the Australia Post receipt re postage for “The Bushwalker”;  will liaise with our mailing house Centacare Industries in the new year;  also obtain a mail out quote specifically from Cumberland Industries.  


Also cost increases have occurred in relation to the magazine and advertising revenue is down.  Wilf Hilder stated that all facets of the magazine will be looked into in the new year.  

6.2
Training

Position Vacant.  

6.3
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.4
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Wilf Hilder stated that various economies had been put forward in the recent NSW mini budget.  The Lands Department’s Sydney Map Shop no longer sell flat topo maps, only folded.  Flat maps can be obtained from the Department in Bathurst.  

6.5
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Weston
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Weston
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


Wilf Hilder advised that BAI’s Brisbane conference was a success.  


Full report will be tabled in due course.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


Nothing to report at present.  


Motion:   That the Representatives' Reports be adopted.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

9.
General Business

Nil.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th January 2009 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  November  2008

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$885.40
	

	      ING Direct
	
113,625.81
	

	      Petty Cash
	
329.98
	

	     Trade Debtors
	
1,270.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$116,111.19

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      PAYG payable
	
126.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
-$0.02
	

	      Income Tax
	
-31.00
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$99.58

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$116,011.61

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
35,445.47
	

	      Current Earnings
	
30,493.34
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$116,011.61


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
DECC has drafted a NSW Wetlands policy aimed at guiding wetland managers and increasingly towards cross-government departmental approaches at conserving wetlands. The NCC has been invited to provide a written submission on the draft, but public submissions have not been invited at this stage of the process. The date for submission was December 15, 2008. The basis for the submission is to emphasize wetlands as a home for many plant and animal species, to provide nurseries for estuarine fish species, to cleanse turbid and polluted water, to act as spillage ponds to recharge groundwater systems and to mitigate floodwaters.  

▪
The NSW government has issued a call for submissions on a new Biodiversity Strategy through the release of a discussion paper of the same name. Specific priorities include an increase in threatened species recovery, improvement in ecological community health, and a reduction in the impact of invasive species.  

▪
The NCC has welcomed the NSW Government’s plan for a solar feed-in tariff and urges the government to commit to apply a ‘gross’ feed-in incentive for people who return electricity to the grid. According to Cate Faehrmann, “Energy generated by solar reduces the demand on the (transmission) network overall most often during peak periods thus extending the life of existing electricity assets.” The NCC also calls on the government to go further by developing/promoting wind, tidal and hydro power generation in the same manner.  

▪
Unfortunately the November mini-budget by the Rees state government is placing pressure to accelerate the disposal of public lands held by the Department of Sport and Recreation and the Department of Lands crown leases, roads and stock routes, according to the NPA. Little of the monies are earmarked for environmental projects. According to Andrew Cox, NPA Executive Officer, “Selling off high conservation value public lands to balance the books is a poor investment in the future.”  

▪
The NPA has criticised the Rees state government to allowing development within our national parks system with the promotion of the Tourism and National Parks Taskforce’s recommendation to allow eco-resorts, cabins, semi-permanent camps, changes to wilderness laws to allow commercial tours and identifying new high-paying commercial uses (presumably like film-production in wilderness areas) to fund parks management. The process in acceptance of the recommendations has been flawed without an interim report to enable public comment, thus making a mockery of the long-established and successful process for public involvement.  

▪
The NCC has called upon the NSW Government to stop issuing licenses for the shooting of approximately 1000 flying foxes per year, instead supporting calls for government to assist fruit farmers to net their crops. Fruit foxes carry pollen between eucalypts and spread native rainforest fruits to help preserve and regenerate native forests.  

▪
The NCC has called for a moratorium on the exploitation of aquifers until better scientific knowledge can determine the effects of water extraction on terrestrial bio-diversity. Additionally the NCC calls on all aquifer extractions to be metered to determine the impact on hydrological groundwater and river system flows.  

▪
The NSW government’s policies relating to the Sydney Basin Cumberland Plains over the past decades has caused the NSW Scientific Committee to upgrade the status of the Cumberland Plain Woodlands from endangered to critically endangered. According to the NCC the woodlands continue to be cleared for development. The NCC has called on the state government to immediately the long-delayed Recovery Plan for the Cumberland Plain Woodland and to immediately ban further clearing and investigate strategies to rehabilitate degraded land to woodland condition.  

▪
Five (5) corridor options have been proposed by the RTA to provide a link over the western escarpment at Lithgow that threaten the viability of the Blue Mountains World Heritage area. The Colong Foundation for Wilderness is calling for a revised option of a tunnel under Mount Victoria village to emerge at the foot of the mountains on the existing highway easement to reduce environmental damage and to reduce the proposed cost which studies have indicated would total approximately $900 million and eventuate with the building of unsightly road embankments and cuttings. Wildlife corridors would also be cut under the new proposals and water supplies into both the Sydney Water storages and World Heritage area threatened.  

▪
The Rudd Government’s proposal to reduce its emissions target from a pre-election promise of 20-20 (20% reduction by the year 2020) to between 5% to 15% is an abrogation of its claim to be environmentally responsible according to the NCC. The NCC has made the interesting observation that the “small benefits from a five percent target will be cancelled out by the Federal Government’s infrastructure spending announcement last Friday which will double the amount of coal exported from Newcastle’s port. ...A five percent target spells disaster for not only many of Australia’s natural heritage but for the Australian economy and our health as well.” The government’s half-way decision flies in the face of the scientific community which supported the an even higher reduction target of 50%. A protest jointly organised by the NCC will be held today on Tuesday, December 16, 2008 in Sydney and others will occur in all capital cities.

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Training   BWRS is developing a Remote Canyon Access module (RCA).  RCA provides a framework for members to acquire skills for searching canyons.  Since this is vertical access only and not rescue, a lesser strength of rope (9mm, rather than 11mm) can be used which is still safe and much lighter.  A series of three RCA training weekends will be held over summer starting on December 6 /7.  On this first weekend experienced canyoners worked as 3 person search teams to locate a lost / injured party and then radio the position back to search HQ.  Overnight equipment was carried since in a real situation the rescue helicopter could be delayed.  Thus, a lot of effort was spent ensuring packs with sleeping gear, water proof radios and abseil gear weighed less then 15kgs.  Other skills were also taught that would give the RCA team the ability to relocate a hypothermic patient via limited horizontal (covering deep water and slippery terrain) or vertical movement.  Trials were also undertaken to compare a dry suit to wet suits and different types of radio waterproofing.

On 29th/30th November, six BWRS members participated in a familiarisation trip to the Culoul Range region of Wollemi National Park. The aim was to explore Pass 5 (as described by Buck and Corlis) into the Colo. Long ropes were not carried, as they wanted to treat the route as a bushwalkers pass – there were shorter lengths for the final drop. Route finding in order to skirt around drops proved to be time consuming, and the opinion was that the extra weight in carrying long ropes would be worth it. They camped high in a pleasant spot above a swollen Colo River complete with an unappealing brown hue.

We would love to involve experienced bushwalkers through our outstanding training program to become Operational Members of this valuable community asset - Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad.

First Aid   The next St John Ambulance Senior First Aid will be held on May 23 / 24, 2009.  Our weekend Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.

Details of our first aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
You must register on-line for any First Aid course.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Senior First Aid is worthwhile but Remote Area First Aid skills are even better.  Please remember that the next Remote Area First Aid course will be May 2009 on 2 / 3 & 16 / 17.  The course was designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers with training that includes realistic scenarios held in a bush setting.  This great course aim to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  The discount cost of $230 covers the TWO weekends training required and includes the necessary camping fees for the bush location (eg Camp Coutts, Waterfall).  Successful trainees receive both a Senior and Remote Area First Aid Certificate.

Publicity   BWRS needs to constantly encourage experienced bushwalkers to join the Confederation Search & Rescue Section –  BWRS.  A Federal government grant for recruiting is helping us to revamp our website and pocket Calendar.  The website was previewed at our AGM and appears much more professional.  

The pocket Calendar was due for revamping since it had not changed its format for many years.  The final draft of the more modern Calendar will go to the printer within days.  The Calendar will still include the BWRS & Confederation website addresses plus the abbreviated bush safety information from previous Calendars.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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