The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th August 2008 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.15 p.m.  

Present   Wilf Hilder (SBW), Jim Callaway (SBW), Denise Kruse (Span), Michael Maack (Springwood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Peter Hart (Scripture Union), Graham Hoskin (Scripture), Mitchell Isaacs (SUBW), Kate Lord (SUBW), Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club), Larry Nolan (CMW), John Resenberger (Sutherland), Belinda Rothery (Bankstown), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   J Clarke, M Covi, D Green, W Holland, E Youds

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the July Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Shoalhaven Bushwalkers Inc.  -  Concerns re Confederation Response to 


Club Letter re Yarramunmun Fire Trail Gate Keys


Suboir United Bushwalkers Inc.  -  Application for Affiliation


Minutes-July 2008

3.1
Affiliation Application  -  Suboir United Bushwalkers Inc.


Affiliation application from the Suboir United Bushwalkers Inc. tabled.  Suboir has an association with the Sydney University Bushwalkers as described in their Constitution, with SUBW members being granted free membership of Soboir.  Application to be emailed to Denise Kruse for her perusal.  

3.2
Shoalhaven Bushwalkers Inc.  -  Yarramunmun Fire Trail  -  Further Concerns


Administration Officer tabled a further, second, letter from the club voicing concerns with the our President’s comments on the club’s first letter which requested Confederation’s support on this issue by writing to the relevant State Minister.  Wilf Hilder advised that personal representation to the Department of Lands, Nowra with members of the Shoalhaven Bushwalkers may need to be made.  Administration Officer provided the phone number of the club’s Liaison Officer to the President.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

No Report tabled at the meeting; verbal summary only.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  Barbara advised that two thirds of clubs had paid their affiliation and insurance premiums by end July;  that $1,500 accrued from June is for pending legal fees.  


Administration Officer
$1,353.50
Salary  -  July


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


AustralianSuper
13080
Super  -  July


Office of Fair Trading
44.00
Annual Statement Fee


R G & J E Keller
1,650.00
Legal Opinion


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Training

Position Vacant.  

6.3
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.4
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No report tabled at the meeting;  verbal summary only.  

6.5
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


See Report tabled.  


Denise Kruse advised she had now read through the Bushwalking Australia draft Constitution and has some recommendations.  Denise advised she is willing to participate in BA’s 26th August TeleConference and speak on this item.  President agreed.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Weston
CARRIED


Re Tracks and Access:  Administration Officer advised of NP&WS, Blackheath advice that the National Pass has now re-opened.  


Re Insurance-Legal Group:  Administration Officer advised that 5 clubs are still to pay their affiliation and insurance premiums.  Reminders have been sent with advice re new Confederation address.  


Motion:   That amended sub committee reports be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Minnaert
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


Notice of 2007-08 levies received.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
RTA Proposed Lithgow By-Pass via Newnes Plateau


Michael Maack advised of rumours that the RTA are proposing to construct a by-pass around Lithgow City which could be routed via the Newnes Plateau.  Further information to be sought.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th September 2008 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.15 p.m.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  July  2008

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
-$75,928.75
	

	      ING Direct
	
169,852.54
	

	      Petty Cash
	
22.73
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
-1,349.18
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$93,946.52

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$1,353.50
	

	      PAYG payable
	
100.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
130.78
	

	      Income Tax
	
121.00
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	      Trade Creditors
	
1,500.00
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$3,209.88

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$90,736.64

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
35,445.47
	

	      Current Earnings
	
5,218.37
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$90,736.64


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
-
There are to be amendments to the Kosciuszko National Park plan of management that will require some leaseholders to acquire geotechnical reports for the continuance of their leases beyond applications for development consent. This will apply to all relevant lodges within previously identified G-zone mapping areas. At present the NPWS is conducting geotechnical surveys on all their roads within the park.  

-
Submissions are being sought on two draft fire management strategies for the Murramarang and Meroo National Parks located between Ulladulla and Batemans Bay. Closing date for submissions is August 22, 2008.  

-
At this time of the year Magpies and plovers are again dive-bombing citizens. This is a precautionary reminder to be aware of these protected species.  

-
Bird poisonings have occurred in the Forbes region and in the Tullamore area. Crested pigeon, magpies, corellas and cockatoos have been targeted.  More information is sought from the public.  Poisoned birds may become prey to domestic animals, causing further animal distress.  

-
The landholder of Weealla near Gilgandra has been convicted of illegally clearing 15.5 hectares of native vegetation on his land. The DECC is to issue a remediation notice to revegetation the affected area.  

-
Unregistered trail bike riding was targeted in Bongil Bongil National Park near Coffs Harbour early in the month. $1,700 in fines were issued at the time.  

-
AbiGroup were fined for damaging rehabilitated old Bongil Bongil National Park logging tracks in their process to relocate threatened species plants during the Pacific Highway upgrade during heavy rain. 300m2 of Tall Sword-sedge and Narrow Leaved Palm Lily were damaged in the process.  

-
Vandalism has occurred at Log Bridge Camping Ground near Tumut early in the month. Three vehicles were involved in the incident. A white Toyota Hilux single cab with green canvas canopy, a dark blue Holden Commodore Ute and a white Holden Commodore Ute were involved. Police are requesting anyone with information to please contact them.  

-
A new Goobang National Park and Snake Rock Aboriginal Area Memorandum of Understanding has been drafted and the surrounding communities at Peak Hill have been invited to comment. This process is a good example of cooperative co-management practice and serves as an example to the rest of the state.  

-
The controversial decision to pump water from the Kangaloon aquifer in the Southern Highlands has been shelved. This decision will protect some Temperate Highland Peat swamps of the Southern Highlands.  

-
Temporary track and lookout closures have occurred on the Illawarra Escarpment due to geotechnical instability. The Bulli Lookout track and the Woodward Lookouts have been closed.  The Longview crescent Lookout has been relocated away from the cliff-line. Some good news is that the Sublime Lookout is to be re-opened very soon after extensive redevelopment.  

-
Extensive firewood collection in the Pillaga has come to the notice of the NPWS.  A reminder is being issued by the NPWS that removal of fallen timber is illegal in a national park or nature reserve. 

o  o  o  O  o  o  o

Insurance/Legal Sub-Committee Report  -  Denise Kruse
Confederation Insurance

As previously advised, the Confederation Insurance Policies have been obtained.  There are 2 policies – public liability and personal accident.  Copies of the schedules can be forwarded to you upon request.  

Invoices have been sent to clubs based on information provided in the Insurance Questionnaire.  Please note that member clubs have until 30 September 2008 to pay the invoices.  Where possible we would like payment to be made by the end of August as the Confederation makes the payment and obtains reimbursement from the clubs.  

If payment is not made by 30 September 2008 then the member club will not be affiliated with the Confederation and will not be covered by insurance.  

Risk Management Document

The Insurance Subcommittee referred the draft Confederation Risk Management Document to the barrister for legal advice.  That advice has been received and the Subcommittee is considering it.  

Once we have amended the documents we will distribute them for consideration by member clubs.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the NSW Rescue Service (previously known as Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA)) – the second biggest provider of rescue services in NSW.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Navshield   The twentieth (20th) NavShield held on 5 / 6 July had enjoyable warm, winter days.  The course in the Budawangs naturally had great scenery but occasional dense scrub.  NavShield is always held in a different area each year and is very enjoyable.  All the checkpoint flags have now been collected.  Planning is underway for NavShield 2009 – just remember to set aside the first weekend of July 2009.  For results and more details see the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au  

Trailwalker   BWRS will again provide safety response teams in shifts during this major fundraiser for Oxfam on 29 – 31 August.  Typically there are over 400 teams of four participants with associated supporters.  We will be on standby to work with paramedics and others to assist participants in this demanding 100km event.  Oxfam will be a test of our co-ordination skills.

Training   Our BWRS members hone their remote area navigation skills course setting NavShield and “bushranging” during the event to ensure compliance with the Rules and as a safety backup.  New members can confirm this competency within our scheme of exceptional training.  Our program will continue throughout 2008.  We would love to train experienced bushwalkers to become Operational Members of this valuable community asset - Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad.

Funeral   Last Friday the funeral was held for the WICEN communications controller (Julian Dryden) at NavShield 2008.  Julian was killed in a motor vehicle accident.  Several BWRS members were part of the 15 – 20 representatives from various squads of the NSW Rescue Service (including the President).

First Aid   The next St John Ambulance Senior First Aid will be held on November 1 / 2.  Our weekend Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.

I consider that the Confederation should be encouraging as many bushwalkers and trip leaders as possible to have at least a Senior First Aid Certificate.

Last weekend was the second of two weekends in Remote Area First Aid.  The course designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers was well attended.  The training has realistic scenarios held in a bush setting.  These great courses aim to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  The discount cost of $230 includes the necessary camping fees at Camp Coutts, Waterfall.  

Successful trainees will receive both a Senior and Remote Area First Aid Certificate.  BWRS now has a new RTO Registered Training Organisation) to accredit successful trainees.  This RTO looks to be more supportive of its Instructors and instruction.

Details for either first aid course (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   you must register on-line for which ever course you choose.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Publicity   Our publicity campaign took a slight back seat to NavShield.  BWRS needs to constantly encourage experienced bushwalkers to join the Confederation Search & Rescue Section –  BWRS.  At NavShield 2007 we previewed a publicity DVD.  The final version of this DVD has been shown to a number of Confederation bushwalking clubs with more to follow.

Maps   BWRS has become an accidental clearing house for unwanted maps via our Map Sale.  There still are interesting sheets that are worth adding to your collection.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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