The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 17th June 2008 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.  

Present   Wilf Hilder (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Michael Maack (Springwood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Peter Hart (Scripture Union), Bill Holland (SBW), John Resenberger (Sutherland), Belinda Rothery (Bankstown), Peter Rye (Newcastle Ramblers), David Springthorpe (CMW)

Apologies   J Callaway, J Clarke, D Kruse, R Minnaert, B Mitchell, H Tooth, 

D Weston

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the May Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted with the following correction:


Item 7:   Last sentence should read “I saw him that afternoon . . .”  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Canberra Bushwalking Club  -  Australian Alps Walking Track and the AAWT 


Stakeholder Group


The Bush Club  -  Hunting in State Forests re lack of assistance from State 


Forests and the Game Council re clearance to access certain State Forests


Warners Bay Walking Group  -  Affiliation Enquiry


Roger Caffin, Webmaster  -  Clubs over 10Mbtye limit on Free Sub Websites


Warners Bay Walking Group  -  Affiliation Information


Warners Bay Walking Group  -  Additional Affiliation Information


Alex Colley  -  Copies “The Bushwalker”


Aussiecom ISP  -  Possible Increase in Website Capacity and Cost


Keith Maxwell advised that former Confederation Treasurer Dianna Peters is unwell and in hospital.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

Wild Hilder advised that BA Inc. did not provide sufficient time to enable Confederation to submit comment on BA Inc’s proposed amendments to their Constitution;  that we need to call a Management Committee meeting for next month.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$1,355.00
Salary  -  May


AustralianSuper
136.80
Super  -  May


NetRegistry Pty. Ltd.
13.75
2 Yr. URL Registration


Ligare Pty. Limited
2,932.60
“The B” May 2008


Centacare Industries
929.00
“The B” Mail Out


R Caffin
100.00
“The B” May 2008


B Hanlon
250.00
“The B” May 2008


The Colong Foundation
500.00
Donation


BWRS
500.00
Donation


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
K Maxwell
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Training

Position Vacant.  

6.3
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.4
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No report tabled;  verbal summary provided.  

6.5
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


Margaret Covi tabled advice from Howard Tooth, BA Inc.’s Insurance Officer which clarifies some information in the BA Inc. May Report:   that he advises that there will be NO CHANGE in the method of invoicing and paying the insurance premiums. States will as usual collect what their state owes & forward that amount direct to the insurer.  He also advises that the cost of the November 2007 BWA Sydney meeting has not yet been collated & at this stage is unknown. He also points out that BWA financial policy on face to face meetings does NOT say that the states will fund all expenses for the travel/accommodation expenses of their delegates to BWA meetings. In addition, the BWA website budget is $1, 500.  


Bill Holland (SBW) questioned the need to obtain a for-fee barrister’s Opinion and didn’t relevant liability legislation provide relevant indemnity.  His club has an Hon. Solicitor and can obtain legal advice pro bono.  Margaret advised that the legal Opinion was being obtained on our draft RMP for Non-Bushwalking Activities and the Confederation guidelines and advice contained therein;  that Confederation had obtained a legal Opinion in 2004 on its RMP for Bushwalking Activities.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


No report tabled.  Verbal summary provided.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
Confederation  -  Relocation to Newtown


Administration Officer asked that she be provided with written approval to act on behalf of Confederation in relation to the opening/closing of our Newtown and Sydney post office boxes.  


Motion:   That Confederation authorise the Administration Officer to act on its behalf in relation to the opening/closing of its Newtown and Sydney post office boxes.  


(M)
D Green
(S)
J Resenberger
CARRIED

9.2
Confederation’s Financial Reserves


Bill Holland (SBW) commented on the build up of a large reserve of unallocated funds and asked whether a reduction in affiliation fees could be considered.  Administration Officer advised that she had tonight obtained signed cheques to the value of approximately $7,000 which included two $500 donations.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th July 2008 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  May 2008

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$1,040.43
	

	      ING Direct
	
91,835.05
	

	      Petty Cash
	
272.53
	

	      Trade Debtors
	
2,120.00
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
- 1,131.00
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$95,486.19

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$1,355.00
	

	      PAYG payable
	
295.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
136.78
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$1,791.38

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$93,694.81

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
24,999.75
	

	      Current Earnings
	
18,622.26
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$93,694.81


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
The social contract between the NSW government and the NSW community regarding usage within NSW National Parks (known as Plans of Management) is again under threat. According to the NPA in a joint media release with the Colong Foundation for Wilderness,”It appears that the movie industry has secretly negotiated a new deal with the Iemma Government. The film industry’s Bill creates a presumption of approval for filming in national parks that will tie the Environment Minister’s hands and weaken environmental regulation”. These proposed amendments run counter to the deal struck between the government and environmental movement in 2004 regarding filming in NSW National Parks for educational and similar purposes. According to Jeff Angel, Director of the Total Environment Centre, “Large-scale productions can cause big impacts and National Parks need to be protected. The bigger the film the more arrogant and pushy these operations tend to be”.  
▪
On May 20,2008 an amendment to the Cloud Seeding Trial in the Snowy Mountains has extended the area and the duration (to 11 years ending on April 8, 2015) of the former trial cloud seeding experiment. Walkers be warned that when drinking water in the Snowy region you may be ingesting silver iodide.  

▪
The NPA has warned that there is an alarming rate of Redgum logging approvals on private lands (35,182 hectares) being granted by the NSW Government. This logging is occurring in a period of severe drought which severely undermines the NSW government’s green credentials, especially when it is espousing an alternative view of being climate change responsible. This wetland logging is also threatening the habitats of the Barking Owl and Squirrel Glider.  

▪
The NCC has called upon the NSW Government for DECC to stop issuing licences to shoot flying foxes. According to Cate Faehrmann, executive director of the Nature Conservation Council, “The Grey Headed Flying Fox have an important role to play in pollinating native forests and it is predicted that they could be extinct within 80 years. ... The Nature Conservation Council of NSW strongly supports the call by the Humane Society International for the NSW Government to follow the lead of Queensland in ceasing to issue licences to shoot flying-foxes for fruit crop protection. ... Shooting has never been shown to be effective in protecting fruit crops.”  

▪
The NCC has criticised the NSW State Budget for failing to support sustainable infrastructure projects in water recycling, public transport and energy savings. The budget inclusions that increase rail development are applauded but are seen as piecemeal and short-sighted if not included as part of a coordinated government strategy. The desalination plant comes in for special criticism. This criticism is heightened by the news yesterday that Sydney Water rates are to substantially increase to cover the cost of the Desalination Plant at Kurnell.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  This continues to be another busy year for BWRS.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Navshield   Planning is in its final stages for the twentieth (20th) NavShield to be held on 5 / 6 July.  Next weekend the checkpoint flags will be hung on the previously labelled points.  NavShield is run by BWRS as a bush navigation training event for the emergency services.  BWRS uses NavShield as search management training as well as publicity to the several hundred participants from RFS, SES, VRA, Ambulance and Police etc.  It is always in a different area each year and very enjoyable.  Don’t miss this great opportunity for your Club members to practice bush navigation in either a one day or two day event.  For more details see the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au  

Unfortunately there are (unpredictable) patches of dense undergrowth at this great NavShield site.   Scenery will be outstanding.  Rock scurrying up bushwalker passes will be required.
Training   Our BWRS members hone their remote area navigation skills course setting NavShield and later retrieving flags.  New members can confirm this competency within our scheme of exceptional training.  Our program will continue throughout 2008.  We would love to train experienced bushwalkers to become Operational Members of this valuable community asset - Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad.

First Aid   A smaller than usual class was instructed in St John Ambulance Senior First Aid on May 30 / June 1.  Numbers may have been done due to the publicity for the Remote Area First Aid course.  Our weekend Senior First Aid courses are a great way to gain some basic first aid knowledge.  There is some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer commonly taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  The next course will be held on November 1 / 2.

The next Remote Area First Aid course (designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers) will be held over two weekends on August 2 / 3 and August 16 / 17.   Don’t delay booking as this course is more than half full.  The training has realistic scenarios held in a bush setting.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  The discount cost of $230 includes the necessary camping fees at Camp Coutts, Waterfall.  

Successful trainees will receive both a Senior and Remote Area First Aid Certificate.  Informal feedback from previous courses is that our Instructor, David Sheppard (a previous professional Instructor) makes training memorable. 

Details for either first aid course (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   you must register on-line for which ever course you choose.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Publicity   Our publicity campaign continues.  The 2008 BWRS pocket Calendar is just one of our publicity tools.  The principal aims are to publicise BWRS and to encourage bush safety with some basic information along with contact details for the Confederation Search & Rescue Section – BWRS.

BWRS needs to constantly encourage experienced bushwalkers to join BWRS.  At NavShield 2007 we previewed a publicity DVD.  The final version of the DVD has been shown to a number of  Confederation bushwalking clubs with more to follow.

Maps   Our map sale is worth checking out again as BWRS has received a new donation of maps.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 

o  o  o  0  o  o  o

Bushwalking Australia Inc.
Bushwalking Australia Inc. was established in 2003.  Incorporated in South Australia, it is administered from the office of Walking Federation of South Australia.  BA Inc. holds an annual face-to-face meeting and quarterly TeleConferences with interim discussion via email.  

BA Inc. TeleConference, 27 May 2008  -  Minutes included:-  

-
Payment of State Insurance Premiums:   adopted that existing payment arrangements to remain, i.e. each State Federation pay their own premiums direct to the insurer.  

-
Financial Policy re BA Inc. financial support for Delegates attending face-to-face meetings was unanimously adopted.  Policy proposal is as follows:


1.
State Federations do their best to obtain funding themselves eg government grants etc.


2.
If not covered by the states then BWA will cover the travel and accommodation for one delegate. (Airfares based on economy travel and booked ahead by at least a month).


3.
Some flexibility needed here in cases where eg State can get money to cover two delegates for travel and so BWA would cover accommodation for two. i.e. Council can approve other ways of calculating level of support.  


4-
BWA will not cover meals except daytime conference meals and breakfasts supplied with accommodation.  

-
Membership of Outdoor Council of Australia (OCA) which defines itself as “the peak body for outdoor professionals in Australia”:   adopted that BA Inc. become a full member ($550) which membership allows nomination of a representative to the OCA Board.  

-
OCA’s National Outdoor Summit “Active Australians Outdoors”:   BA Inc. rep. to attend on 8/9 August in Brisbane (up to $500 available from BA Inc. re expenses).  This Summit will provide the opportunity to engage in dialogue to ensure that the necessary facilities, access and resources are available to enable outdoor adventure activities to remain as a valued and sustainable part of Australia’s cultural identity.  


Website:   http://outdoorcouncil.asn.au/doc/Discussion_Paper.pdf
-
Trails Australia:   adopted to make a $1,000 donation.  An new organisation with initial primary goals being to establish and position a national funding model for attracting and distributing new and alternative funding sources for trails;  to establish a network knowledge base for trails.  Organisations represented on the TA Steering Committee are Outdoors WA, Bicycle SA, Outdoor Council of Australia, Railtrails Australia Inc. and Mountain Bike Australia.  


Website:   http://www.tracksandtrails.org.au/16.html
-
BA Inc. Risk Management Policy:   adopted to refer users from BA Inc’s website to the various State risk management policies instead of amalgamating the various State RMPs into one national RM policy.  

-
BA Car Stickers - Quotes Received


10,000:   $2,580

20,000:   $4,461

30,000:   $6,398


To be discussed and assessed at a later date.  

-
Meeting with Federal Minister for Sport, Kate Ellis:   The meeting is scheduled in Adelaide some time in June.  

-
A draft BA Inc. Newsletter, possibly quarterly, has been prepared by BA Inc’s Profile Development Officer.  

Prepared by Confederation’s Administration Officer
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