The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th May 2008 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Wilf Hilder (SBW), Jim Callaway (SBW), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Denise Kruse (Span), Michael Maack (Springwood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Charles Bowden (All Nations), Spiro Haginikitas (SBW), Peter Hart (Scripture Union), Larry Nolan (CMW), John Resenberger (Sutherland), Belinda Rothery (Bankstown), Dick Weston (Bush Club)
Apologies   M Covi, W Holland, R Minnaert, J Clarke

Visitor   Peter Bonner

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the April Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted with the following correction:


Item 6.1    Correct the spelling of surname Butler.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
C Bowden
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out


Federation of Tasmanian Bushwalking Clubs  -  Request to copy/amend Confederation’s Risk Management Policy for Bushwalking Activities


Springwood Bushwalking Club  -  Historic Hut, Carlons Farm, Green Gully Request for Financial Assistance re Stabilisation of Hut


Southern Highlands BW Club  -  Forwarding email from Orienteering Assoc. NSW  -  Game Council re Proposed Additional 191 State Forests to be declared open to Conservation Hunting


Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Requesting Confed. Info./Photos for proposed 
new BA Website


Natural Focus Safaris  -  Advertising Enquiry


NP&WS  -  Wentworth Falls Picnic Area Closed May to September 2008


Bartle Frere Bed & Breakfast  -  Advertising Enquiry


Nepean Bushwalking Club  -  Request PL CoC re Girl Guides Notation


Upper Blue Mountains Bushwalking Club  -  What Constitutes a Club Walk ?


Employers Mutual  -  Workers Comp. Policy, Renewal Information


Springwood Bushwalking Club  -  Stabilisation Historic Hut, Blue Mountains 
N.P.  -  Request Information on plans, project costs, etc.  


Natural Focus Safaris  -  Advertising Information


BA Inc.  -  Confed. Information Text for BA Website


BA Inc.  -  Request Audited Financial Statements since 2003


Bartle Frere Bed & Breakfast  -  Advertising Information


BA Inc.  -  Request copy Current BA Constitution


Centacare Industries  -  Mailing Labels, “The Bushwalker”  May 2008


Nepean Bushwalking Club  -  PL CoC with Girl Guides Notation


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

Verbal summary provided.  Wilf Hilder held an ANZAC Day Service at the WWII commemoration plaque near Bullimah Lookout, Bouddi National Park.  


Keith Maxwell spoke on the ANZAC Day Dawn Service held at Splendour Rock and attended by 30 - 50 bushwalkers.  Some walkers camped overnight.  Rain, water on the tracks and in Mobb’s Swamp.  Piper Ron Smythe’s playing was a apt addition to the solemn occasion.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  ING annual interest of approximately $6,000.  


Administration Officer
$ 1,209.50
Salary  -  April


AustralianSuper
120.55
Super  -  April


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


Jim Callaway asked for the Treasurer’s recommendation as to the 2008-2009 affiliation fees.  Barbara advised she had recommended no increase.  Management Committee to discuss and advise clubs.  


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
D Green
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


Administration Officer thanked SBW member Don Finch for providing iconic photographs of Dot Butler, Alex Colley and companions during a 1991 walk in the MacDonnell Ranges;  to appear in “The Bushwalker”, May 2008 edition.  

6.2
Training

Position Vacant.  

6.3
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.4
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Verbal summary provided.  

6.5
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


Denise advised that we are awaiting advice from Bushwalking Australia’s Insurance Officer Howard Tooth regarding the insurance premiums for 2008-2009.  Tax invoice will then issue to all clubs.  A barrister will be briefed next week regarding an Opinion on our draft RMP for Non-Bushwalking Activities.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


Recent Wombeyan Caves Rescue.  Keith advised that BWRS was called out to relieve existing teams;  would have preferred to have been called sooner.  NSW Cave Rescue Squad also believe they could have been called sooner.  BWRS members were training at Bungonia State Recreation Reserve which is a communication black hole so difficulty was experienced in making contact so I sent messages via multiple directions.  BWRS did successfully get members back and into Wombeyan Caves.  Trapped caver is a member of my bushwalking club although he was on a caving club trip.  I plan to see him tomorrow in Liverpool Hospital.  


(M)
D Kruse
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


Wilf Hilder advised of that the next BA Inc. TeleConference will be held on Tuesday, 27th May 2008.  


Administration Officer advised that following the inclusion of Confederation’s office email address in all BA communications, BA activities can now be reported on.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


Michael attended an April meeting.  A tourist map of the The Greater Blue Mountains Drive will be developed;  also a proposal to create an education centre.  Mt Tomah has an Exhibition Centre and Education Centre.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Representatives' Reports be adopted.  


(M)
R Weston
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

9.
General Business

Administration Officer advised that the NPA and Confederation would be relocating to new office accommodation at Level 2, 5 Wilson Street, Newtown possibly in August.  Lease documents not yet executed.  We are awaiting advice from the NPA regarding associated costs in relation to the relocation.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 17th June 2008 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  April  2008

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
$930.48
	

	      ING Direct
	
92,400.17
	

	      Petty Cash
	
108.58
	

	      Equipment
	
1,349.18
	

	      Less  Provision for depreciation
	
- 1,131.00
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$93,657.41

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	
$1,209.50
	

	      PAYG payable
	
130.00
	

	      Superannuation payable
	
120.53
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
4.60
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
$1,464.63

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$92,192.78

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$50,072.80
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
24,999.75
	

	      Current Earnings
	
17,120.23
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$92,192.78


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack

The NPA is calling on the NSW Government to immediately commit to the creation of a new Red Gums National Park as the first step to protect the Murray Darling Basin.  This follows on from the COAG commitments to a Memorandum of Understanding on Murray Darling Basin Reform.  

▪
The NPA has called for action to protect the historic NSW and Queensland stock routes.  Apart from their historic social significance, these stock routes have become a biodiversity highway allowing wildlife migration to occur.  

▪
The NP&WS will upgrade facilities at Federal Falls in the Mt Canobolas State Conservation Area near Orange to improve visitor access and amenity.  

▪
Washpool National Park celebrated 25 years of rainforest protection on 27 April 2008.  Readers may remember the volatile campaign to save the northern rainforests of which Washpool was a major focus.  

▪
A wilderness survey was carried out by 50 volunteers including local and overseas students in the Pillage, about 50 kms northwest of Barradine.  Approximately 60 species of animals were found during the 5 day survey.  

▪
The NCC is campaigning to save the Basalt Tableland Forest at Mt Rae in the Southern Highlands.  This forest has major significance having been identified by DECC in April 2007 as of high conservation value.  DECC rejected the first development application for sustainable logging.  Unfortunately in November 2007 sustainable logging was granted under the Private Native Forestry Code of Practice.  In NSW only 5% of the original Basalt Tableland Forest is intact.  

▪
There will be a Expert Panel public hearing regarding a Regional Shooting complex at Hill Top on 30 May 2008.  Interested participants are asked to contact paula.poon@planning.nsw.gov.au.  

▪
The Greens introduced a Peak Oil Response Plan Bill into Parliament on 8 May so as to mitigate the costs and impacts of the declining world resource that could culminate in greatly increased use of local walking recreation resources like National Parks.  

▪
The Government introduced a Clean Coal Bill into Parliament on 11 April 2008 that establishes a Council and a fund to resource and find local and international opportunities in research and development pertaining to technologies that would limit carbon by-products in the environment.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  This continues to be another busy year for BWRS.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Training   On 12 / 13 April BWRS conducted a major search exercise in the Kanangra Boyd National Park.  There was a “lost” vertical (canyon) team and a “lost” bushwalking team.  When “found” the canyon team had two separate problems requiring an immediate solution.  The only available gear was the basic gear being carried by the search teams.  Sunday morning sunrise over Mt Cloudmaker from Carrabeanga Falls was glorious.  A number of minimum gear scenarios were trialled on Sunday morning.  The aim in a real incident is to be able to get a trapped person out of immediate danger.  There were many good lessons learnt.

The bushwalking search teams went into the head waters of some great Kanangra Canyons.  As usual, our members had a great time doing this rigorous training.  All teams had a terrific overnight Kanangra bushwalk with outstanding views.    

On 3 / 4 May there will be introductory training for new members of BWRS at Mogo Creek on the Central Coast.  We will be quantifying the existing skills of experienced bushwalkers then adding some of the extra skills needed to be good remote area search and rescue personnel. 

BWRS offers exceptional training.  Our program will continue throughout 2008.  We would love to train experienced bushwalkers to become Operational Members of this valuable community asset - Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad.

First Aid   A St John Ambulance Senior First Aid course will be held on May 30 / June 1, 2008.  Our Senior First Aid courses contain some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.

A Remote Area First Aid course (designed by bushwalkers for bushwalkers) is now half over.  The training commenced on April 5 / 6 will be completed next weekend.  Successful trainees will receive both a Senior and Remote Area First Aid Certificate.

This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  The discount cost of $230 includes the necessary camping fees at a bush location.  Much of the instruction includes bush scenarios.  Informal feedback from many first aid courses is that our Instructor, David Sheppard (a previous professional Instructor) makes training memorable.  The next offering of this great value for money first aid course will be July 19 / 20 and August 2 / 3. 

Details for either first aid course (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   you must register on-line for which ever course you choose.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in that course.

Publicity   Our publicity campaign continues.  The 2008 BWRS pocket Calendar is just one of our publicity tools.  The principal aims are to publicise BWRS and to encourage bush safety with some basic information along with contact details for the Confederation Search & Rescue Section – BWRS.

BWRS needs to constantly encourage experienced bushwalkers to join BWRS.  We have approached many Confederation bushwalking clubs to do a presentation of our new DVD as previewed at NavShield 2007.  

Maps   Our map sale is worth checking out again as BWRS has received a new donation of maps.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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