The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th January 2008 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.

Present   Wilf Hilder (SBW), Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club)

John Resenberger (Sutherland), David Springthorpe (CMW)

Apologies   P Bique, J Clarke, D Kruse, R Minnaert, Administration Officer

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the December 2007 Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted with the following corrections:


2.  Item 5:  Should read “See Report tabled.”  


1.  Item 6.2:  should read “We were advised that information had been received that our Training Officer was not a financial member of an affiliated club which would make him ineligible to hold a Confederation position unless co-opted.  Discussion ensued.  


Motion:  That Chris Knight remain as Training Officer in a co-opted position until the 2008 Annual General Meeting.”  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Xstrata Coal, Tahmoor Colliery  -  Advice re mining adjacent to Bargo River 
Gorge and risk of cliff line and steep slope instability


Armidale Bushwalking Club  -  Request re Confederation rep. to Lands Dept. 
on decline in access to public lands for public recreation


Southern Highlands Bushwalking Club  -  Advice re huge cracks in Lost City, 
Newnes Plateau


H Morris  -  Requesting info. regarding possible whereabouts of the Blue Gum 
Forest bushwalkers’ log books


Clubs (Email)  -  Xstrata Coal, Tahmoor Colliery  -  Bargo River Gorge Risk


December 2007 Minutes;   December Cheques

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

No Report tabled.  Noted that previous Agenda items had covered matters to be reported upon.  

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  Barbara advised that she had completed the income tax return and that the Confederation had a tax liability of $200.  She also advised that declarations had been signed by Roger Caffin and Barry Hanlon, declaring themselves as hobbyists.  So there should be tax liability in regard to payments made to Roger and Barry.  


Administration Officer
$866.75
Salary  -  December 2007


AustralianSuper
84.20
Super  -  December 2007


National Parks Assoc.
140.05
Copying, Internet, etc.


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Training   C Knight

No Report tabled at the Meeting.  

I still have not managed to send those emails to the other states.  Also, I request that the Risk Management Framework be given a separate tag on the website so that it is easy to locate - it is an important document and my comments and articles are based on the use of it and our motto is based on it.  I consider that placing it in another tag suggests that it is of lesser importance and that readers who want to locate it will look at all the tags to locate it.  We are encouraging our member clubs to read it and act upon it - please enable it to be obvious and easily located.  

6.3
Conservation   M Maack

No Report tabled.  

6.4
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Verbal summary provided to the Meeting.  

6.5
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Tracks and Access Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Resenberger
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No Report tabled. 

9.
General Business

Nil.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th February 2008 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  December  2007

	

	

	Assets
	
	
	
	

	   Current Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Cheque Account
	$414.49
	
	
	

	        ING Direct
	99,303.96
	
	
	

	        Petty Cash
	239.68
	
	
	

	        Trade Debtors
	1,100.00
	
	
	

	        Equipment
	1,349.18
	
	
	

	        Less  provision depreciation
	- 1,131.00
	
	
	

	   Total Assets
	
	
	$101,276.31
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	    Current Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	      Payroll deductions payable
	$866.75
	
	
	

	      PAYG Payable
	338.00
	
	
	

	     Superannuation Payable
	84.18
	
	
	

	     Income Tax
	- 1,008.00
	
	
	

	     Deposits on Hold
	4.60
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Liabilities
	
	
	$285.53
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Net Assets
	
	
	$100,990.78
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Equity
	
	
	
	

	    Confederation Accum Funds
	50,072.80
	
	
	

	    Retained Earnings
	24,999.75
	
	
	

	    Current Earnings
	25,918.23
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Equity
	
	
	$100,990.78
	


Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  This continues to be another busy year for BWRS.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Christmas Alerts   There were three alerts over a  short time just after Christmas.  A bushwalking club member became separated from other members in the Mount Misery area of Kanangra Tops.  Later the same day a walker went missing in the Round Mountain area of Kosciuszko National Park.  Both incidents were quickly resolved with local resources.  Last Sunday BWRS was put on standby for a woman who went missing outside Lithgow. 

Training   BWRS will be running canyon familiarisation and training trips during the Australia Day Long Weekend with a long overnight lilo canyon and a one day canyon in the Mount Wilson area.  There will also be a further assessment weekend for canyon rescue in February.  These should be great trips.

On Saturday 12 January there was a demonstration at Yellow Rock in the lower Blue Mountains of a pole system (Arizona Pod) for keeping stretchers clear of the cliff top during lifting & lowering operations.  Bringing a stretcher over the top edge of a cliff is difficult as the tendency of the lifting rope is to tip the stretcher sideways.  The stretcher riders (personnel who travel with the stretcher) have to work hard to keep the stretcher level (to avoid frightening the patient).  The Arizona Pod may be an attractive alternative to a Larkin Frame.

Distress Beacons   The Australian Marine Safety Authority (AMSA) has contacted both Confederation and BWRS regarding DISTRESS BEACONS.  An EPIRB is one type of distress beacon that is intended for marine (NOT land) use.  Bushwalkers who want to carry a distress beacon need to get a PLB (Personal Locator Beacon).  AMSA are reminding potential users of distress beacons that the older system of 121.5MHz beacons is about to be switched off.  People who want a distress beacon need to move to the 406MHz system of beacons.  Under guidance from AMSA the information on distress beacons on our BWRS website has been extensively updated.  See  http://www.bwrs.org.au/bwr/pages/epirb.html 
This currently is the most appropriate place for bushwalkers to look for information regarding distress beacons and their use.  Like all good websites there are a number of useful links for additional information.

GPS   Recently BWRS assisted Choice Magazine to test several GPS receivers.  An article will shortly be published in Choice Magazine.  BWRS would like to acknowledge the kind offer of Choice Magazine who have allowed us to publish this article – you can view for free what you would normally pay for - see  http://www.bwrs.org.au/bwr/research/index.html  
First Aid   A St John Ambulance Senior First Aid course will be held on May 30 / June 1, 2008.  Our Senior First Aid courses contain some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.

Course details (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   You must register on-line.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in either course – see below.

A Remote Area First Aid course (suitable for bushwalkers) will be held over two weekends (5 / 6 and 19 / 20) in April 2008.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”  The discount cost of $230 includes the camping fees at Bungonia.  A Senior AND Remote Area First Aid Certificate will be issued to the trainees.  Informal feedback from our last course is that our Instructor, David Sheppard (a previous professional Instructor) makes training memorable.  This course represents outstanding value to learn remote area first aid.

Calendar   The 2008 BWRS pocket Calendar has now been produced and distributed to bushwalking clubs, VRA Squads, outdoor shops and Police Area Commanders.  Once again, the Calendar is packed with useful information such as Full Moons, Public and School Holidays plus some basic safety information.  The web address for BWRS & Confederation and contact details for the Confederation Search & Rescue Section – BWRS are also included.  Don’t leave home without your BWRS pocket Calendar!!      

Maps   Our map sale is worth checking out again as BWRS has received a new donation of maps.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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