The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 18th December 2007 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.  

Present   Wilf Hilder (SBW), Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Michael Maack (Springwood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Peter Bique (Illawarra), Charles Bowden (All Nations), John Clarke (NPA), Larry Nolan (CMW), John Resenberger (Sutherland), Bryan Smith (Span), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   Dodie Green, Denise Kruse, Rob Michie, Bob Minnaert

Visitors   Deidre Stevens, Sue Stuckey, Max Tenhave

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the November Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

K & K Holt  re Advertising Enquiry;  Adventure Victoria - Adventure Activity 


Standards Update No. 23;  Canberra Bushwalking Club  -  Risk Waivers, 


Invalid in ACT;  Sutherland Bushwalking Club  -  Child Protection Policy Query

K & K Holt  re Advertising Information;  Advertisers’ Invoices


Advertisers - re February 2008 Artwork;  November 2007 Minutes


Canberra Bushwalking Club  -  Acknowledgement of Risk Form doc

(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hilder

Verbal summary provided.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


No Report tabled.  Barbara advised we have a healthy ING Direct balance earning a monthly interest of approximately $500.  


Administration Officer
$1,204.00
Salary  -  November


AustralianSuper
119.70
Super  -  November


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


Ligare Printers
3,187.80
“The Bushwalker” November


Centacare Industries
974.76
“The B” Mail Out


R Caffin
490.92
Expenses


Motion:   That the payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


Wilf Hilder advised that a request had been received from Barry Hanlon for a $250 per edition fee for his work with “The B”.  Barbara Mitchell advised that a similar request has been made by Roger Caffin for a $120 per edition fee.  Barbara advised that they will be required to provide an invoice and if there is no ABN they must complete an ATO form stating that they are hobbyists.  Lengthy discussion ensued.  


Motion:   That the above requests for blanket fees by Barry Hanlon and Roger Caffin be accepted together with authority to purchase appropriate software up to the value of $500.  


(M)
M Covi
(S)
K Maxwell
CARRIED


Michael Maack suggested that these requests for blanket fees should be for the interim only so as to allow the requests to be put to our clubs for comment.  


Motion:   That the above Motion be amended to be an interim measure only so as to allow the requests to be put to our clubs and to ascertain the average costs incurred by Roger Caffin and Barry Hanlon in relation to the February 2008 edition.  


(M)
M Maack
(S)
L Nolan
LOST


Wilf Hilder advised that a request had been received from Roger Caffin to increase the number of pages of “The Bushwalker” from 16 to 20 or 24;  quotes from Ligare Printers had been obtained.  This item will be put to the next Management Committee meeting.  

6.2
Training   C Knight


No Report tabled.  Wilf Hilder advised that information had been received that our Training Officer was not a financial member of his stated club, the Central West Bushwalking Club which would make him ineligible to hold a Committee position.  Discussion ensued.  


Motion:   That Chris Knight remain as Training Officer until the 2008 Annual General Meeting.  


(M)
J Clarke
(S)
K Maxwell
CARRIED

6.3
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.4
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Verbal summary provided.  

6.5
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Covi
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
M Maack
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No Report tabled.  

9.
General Business
9.1
John Clarke, NPA suggested that the names and contact details of our clubs be printed in “The Bushwalker”;  no action to be taken.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th January 2008 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President's Report  -  Wilf Hilder

The recent Bushwalking Australia weekend conference in Sydney was regarded by the 15 representatives from all Australian States as a most successful one.  This was no doubt due to the professional standard of the presentations, the active participation and co-operation of all the delegates.  They were determined to get BWA moving so that it could be recognised as a relevant National body for bushwalking clubs, apart from arranging National Insurance policies.  It is important that BWA becomes a relevant national body so that it can lobby our State and Federal politicians (our political masters) on matters of bushwalking concern, such as access, promoting bushwalking etc.

As NSW was the host state for the BWA conference I was most grateful for the strenuous efforts made by Howard and Daphne Tooth, who spent a great deal of time searching for a suitable venue for the conference.  Finally they found the Phillip Lodge motel at Ashfield with excellent conference facilities with meals and accommodation.  I stayed at the motel as BWA’s President to ensure that everything ran smoothly for our interstate visitors.

Some of the topics covered during the conference were the Future of BWA - a presentation by David Read ( Victoria), Changes to the BWA Rules – a presentation by Bill Gehling ( South Australia), Risk Management, Australian Activity Guidelines – a presentation by Andrew Davey ( Tasmania), Facilitation of Communication & Information Sharing between States – a brainstorming session by Bill Gehling ( South Australia), Access Issues ( Water Catchment Areas) – a presentation by Ian MacDonald ( Western Australia), a Common Walks Grading System, a presentation by John Marshall ( Queensland) etc. I was very grateful to the BWA executive – Secretary Hecate Jay, Treasurer Marianne Watt and Bill Gehling and David Reid for all their efforts in helping to organise this successful conference.  In the meantime communication between various States will be by email and regular teleconferences.

At the AGM following the conference all official positions were declared vacant after only 8 months in office and congratulations go to the following new office bearers:-  President: Ian MacDonald ( WA), Secretary: Hecate Jay (WA), Treasurer: Tom Colishaw (Qld), Insurance Officer: Howard Tooth (NSW), Auditor: vacant ( no nominations) and John Marshall (Qld) BWA Profile Development Convenor.  (To be continued in my January report).

Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
· The NPWS is reminding everyone that all native animals and snakes in N.S.W. are protected by the NPWS Act and heavy fines apply to anyone deliberately harming them. This warning follows the death of a harmless diamond python in Breakfast Creek (Blue Mountains National Park) by clubbing, In another instance a kangaroo trapper, Daniel Tanks, has been fined $3,000 under the NPWS Act for having in his possession 13 commercially untagged eastern grey kangaroo carcasses and failing to turn up to Parkes Local Court to answer the charges. Wedge tailed and Sea eagles have become the target for occasional illegal shooting on the far south coast. These large birds of prey help to control rabbits and other small feral animals on farms and help dispose of carrion.  

· Broken Dam Hut in the Kosciuszko National Park has been officially reopened for public use after extensive rebuilding following an accidental fire in 1998.

· DECC is reminding all private logging operations that Property Vegetation Plans (PVP) are to be in place by January 1 , 2008 under the requirements of the Native Vegetation Conservation Act. These planning instruments “for private native forestry are streamlined and straightforward, protecting these important ecological areas while providing N.S.W. with valuable timber resources” according to the media release. The plans are intended to strike the right sustainability mix to ensure continued economic and community growth while protecting biodiversity and water quality within the coups.

· DECC is considering stronger enforcement action to protect Aboriginal heritage significant sites after continued vandalism of the famous Tingha Stone Women near Inverell. Anyone with information pertaining to the damage is asked to call the Ranger (6738 9111) or the police (6722 0599)

· A population boom of endangered brush tailed rock wallabies is underway in the wilds of the Wollemi National Park north of Lithgow. This could be the happy legacy of a successful fox baiting program in the Wolgan Valley according to the NPWS.

· The Barrington Tops and Mount Royal National Parks and Barrington Tops State Conservation Area draft management plan is seeking submissions from the public in order to successfully maintain the broad scale conservation of a unique landscape. These plans of management are a social contract to “represent a balance between the conservation of the natural and cultural values of the area and the provision of a wide range of sustainable recreational use and public access.”  First POM for these parks.

· On December 3 the Assistant Environment Minister, Verity Firth, released the “Threatened and pest animals of Greater Southern Sydney” report which is a massive stocktake of almost 450 species of birds, mammals and reptiles. Approximately 80% of the native species live in the catchment Green belts around Sydney all the way down to Mittagong and Robertson

· 5,000 megalitres of water is being released into the Lower Murrumbidgee floodplain to help save the endangered southern bell frog and its habitat from the drought.  

· The Resolute picnic area is now open in the Kuringai Chase National Park. following a $600,000 amenities overhaul.

· The Cooma-Monaro Shire Council and the DECC have developed a new predictive native vegetation model that has received a commendation at the NSW Planning Institute Awards. The model predicts the possibility of threatened species according to the locale variables.  

· A draft POM for the Jarvis Bay National Park and Woollamia Nature Reserve has gone on exhibition until March 10, 2008.  
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  This continues to be another busy year for BWRS.  As usual, BWRS is far busier than this brief report implies.

Recent Fatality   On December 6th a canyoner got stuck / wedged into a water chute near the end of Claustral Canyon.  Details of the incident are given at the web address http://www.accidentregister.info/
Overdue Canyon Group   The pager went off at 10.30pm on Saturday, December 8th to ring Ben.  Ben’s friend Martin was overdue from a Tiger Snake Canyon trip.  The weather on Saturday was dull grey but there had been a heavy thunder storm on Friday.  Ben was unable to confirm how many canyoners were with Martin or the vehicle registration but was able to describe the vehicle.  I contacted Lithgow Police who were busy with a fireworks factory fire.  My suggestion was that Martin and friends could have missed a distinct hard right turn to scramble up some rocks on the exit foot pad.  I was in Tiger Snake in November and also missed (then found) this particular turn.  Martin and friends were back at Lithgow Police Station around 9.30am Sunday.  Martin et al were coming out in the dark and got disoriented.  They stayed put during a slightly chilly night.  

I suspect that recent rain will change the dynamics of water levels in canyons (how high and how quickly levels could change) as we start to come out of a prolonged drought.

Distress Beacons   The Australian Marine Safety Authority (AMSA) has contacted BWRS regarding DISTRESS BEACONS.  An EPIRB is one type of distress beacon that is intended for marine (NOT land) use.  Bushwalkers who want to carry a distress beacon need to get a PLB (Personal Locator Beacon).  AMSA are reminding potential users of distress beacons that the older system of 121.5MHz beacons is about to be switched off.  People who want a distress beacon need to move to the 406MHz system of beacons.  Under guidance from AMSA the information on distress beacons on our BWRS website has been extensively updated.  See  http://www.bwrs.org.au/bwr/pages/epirb.html 
This currently is the most appropriate place for bushwalkers to look for information regarding distress beacons and their use.  Like all good websites there are a number of useful links for additional information.

GPS   Recently BWRS assisted Choice Magazine to test several GPS receivers.  An article will shortly be published in Choice Magazine.  BWRS would like to acknowledge the kind offer of Choice Magazine who have allowed us to publish this article – you can view for free what you would normally pay for - see  http://www.bwrs.org.au/bwr/research/index.html  
First Aid   A successful St John Ambulance Senior First Aid course was held on November 3 / 4 November.  Our Senior First Aid courses contain some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.  The next course will be May 30 / June 1, 2008.

Course details (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   You must register on-line.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in either course – see below.

The Remote Area First Aid course (suitable for bushwalkers) concluded with its second training weekend October 20 / 21.  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”   The discount cost of $230 included the camping fees at Bungonia.  A Senior AND Remote Area First Aid Certificate was issued to the trainees.  Informal feedback is that this was another memorable course by our Instructor, David Sheppard (a previous professional Instructor).   conducts his courses.  This great course is outstanding value to learn remote area first aid skills and will be repeated over two weekends (5 / 6 and 19 / 20) in April 2008. 

Calendar   The 2008 BWRS pocket Calendar has now been produced.  I am currently arranging the usual distribution of this pocket gem.  Once again, the Calendar is packed with useful information such as Full Moons, Public and School Holidays plus some basic safety information.  The web address for BWRS & Confederation and contact details for the Confederation Search & Rescue Section – BWRS are also included.  Don’t leave home without your BWRS pocket Calendar!!      

Maps   Our map sale is worth checking out again as BWRS has received a new donation of maps.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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