The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 18th September 2007 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Jim Callaway (SBW), Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Peter Bique (Illawarra), Charles Bowden (All Nations), Graham Hoskin (Scripture Union), Rob Michie (NPA), Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club), Larry Nolan (CMW), Ross Norrie (Yarrawood), John Resenberger (Sutherland)

Apologies   J Clarke, W Hilder, B Mitchell

Visitors   Max Tenhave, Peter Bonner

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the August Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted with the following correction:


“Present”:  Remove Chris Knight.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Sutherland Bushwalking Club  -  Request Letter re PL Insurance Cover


Ulitarra Bushwalkers, Coffs Harbour  -  Affiliation Enquiry


Macquarie Uni. Bushwalking Club  -  Affiliation Enquiry


Sutherland Bushwalking Club  -  Insurance re Timing of issuing of Certs. of 
Currency and payment of premiums, etc.


Employers’ Mutual  -  Workers’ Comp. Insurance Renewal


Sutherland Bushwalking Club  -  Insurance re timing of issuing of Certs. of 
Currency;  naming of individual Clubs on Certs. of Currency


Sutherland Bushwalking Club  -  Copy Regular Hire Agreement (RHA) 
between Sutherland Entertainment Centre (SEC) and Confederation


Centacare Industries  -  Mailing Labels, Postage Cheque


Sutherland Bushwalking Club  -  Letter re Evidence of PL Insurance Cover


Ulitarra Bushwalkers, Coffs Harbour  -  Affiliation Information


Macquarie Uni. Bushwalking Club  -  Affiliation Information

.
Sutherland Bushwalking Club  -  PL CoC;  Request RHA between Club and 


Sutherland Entertainment Centre, not Confederation and SEC


Clubs  -  Receipts, Certificates of Currency


Invoice Cheques;   August 2007 Minutes


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
R Michie
CARRIED


Margaret Covi asked the Administration Officer to provide background information regarding Sutherland Bushwalking Club (SBC) naming Confederation as “the Hirer” in the Regular Hire Agreement (RHA) with the Sutherland Entertainment Centre (SEC) for room hire for club meetings.  


The Administration Officer advised that, as requested by the SBC, our Public Liability Certificate of Currency (PL CoC) had been provided to the club together with Confederation’s standard letter stating that the club was an affiliated member and providing details of our PL insurance policy.  Confederation was subsequently informed that it had been named as “the Hirer” in the RHA as our PL CofC did not specifically list SBC as being one of the entities insured.  A PL CoC was then obtained from our broker specifically listing SBC as one of the entities insured and provided to SBC with a request that the RHA with SEC naming Confederation as “the Hirer” be cancelled immediately.  Lengthy discussion ensued.  


Motion:  That Confederation write to the SBC requesting that they notify the SEC within two weeks that Confederation is not a party to the RHA.  


(M)
D Green
(S)
R Michie
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   W Hider

No Report tabled.  


Chair Jim Callaway advised that there will be a Bushwalking Australia Inc. meeting in Sydney weekend 24/25 November but no venue had yet been found.  The Administration Officer advised that a letter had been sent by Margaret Covi on 10th August 2007 to the Ashfield Catholic & Community Club regarding the proposed 24/25 November meeting and that positive confirmation of the booking had been received on 14th September and the President so advised by mail.  

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


No Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
1,307.00
Salary - August


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


AustralianSuper
131.65
Super - August


Aussiecom Internet Consulting
264.00
Website Hosting


Employers Mutual NSW Ltd.
175.00
Workers’ Comp.


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Training   C Knight

No Report tabled.  

6.3
Conservation   M Maack

No Report tabled.  

6.4
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

6.5
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No Report tabled.  

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
K Maxwell
(S)
R Michie
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No Report tabled.  

9.
General Business
9.1
Sutherland Bushwalking Club Inc.


Regular Hire Agreement with Sutherland Entertainment Centre

Keith Maxwell suggested that the club be contacted by phone to discuss this matter.  John Reserberger, Sutherland’s Confederation Delegate, offered to speak to the club’s President.  The meeting agreed to that action.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th October 2007 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

o   o   o   0   o  o  o

Tracks and Access  -  Wilf Hilder

Blue Mountains N.P. - Narrowneck Plateau   It seems is never out of contention.  See my  T. &  A. reports for March/April and May/June 2007.  To understand the significance of the miners passes from Katoomba to the second Narrowneck it is necessary to check out the mining villages and their access tracks.  The first mining settlement of Katoomba was at J.B. North’s Railway Siding (Shell Corner) better known as West Katoomba.  It was in this era that the second village of South Katoomba sprang up in the vicinity of Cascade Street with a hotel etc. Ignoring the roads around these villages, South Katoomba was on the intersection of the tracks from Devils Hole, Narrowneck and the mining village at the foot of the present Scenic Railway – the married men’s camp.  The access track to this village is connected to the present Furbers Steps which date from the late 1920’s, while the miners track passed Orphan Rock on its western side and crossed the original Scenic Railway about half way down to finish on its Western side at the village below. 

This village was connected to the single men’s miners  camp on the north side of Ruined Castle Ridge by Garbutt’s Track which is still clearly visible in the steep valley of Causeway Creek which it crosses on an outcrop of Devonian quartzite about 400 metres east of the fallen fixed ropes of the aerial tramway across the valley.  From the single men’s camp below Ruined Castle there were two tracks to the top of the Narrowneck Plateau – the first was the Golden Stairs which led to Katoomba and The Devil’s Hole, Blue Mountaineers Pass and Dickson’s Ladders which led to the main (Nelly’s) Glen Shale Mines village with its shops and 13 roomed two storey weatherboard hotel in the vicinity of the Pub site.  The other connecting track from the Ruined Castle village to (Nelly’s) Glen Shale Mines Village was via wooden ladders on Castle Head and across to Blue Mountaineers Pass (Herbaceous Gully), or Redledge Pass which provided access to the village below the (Nelly’s) Glen Shale Mines, on the banks of Corral Creek and beside the cable hauled double track tramway. 

I assume that access was under the tramway trestle bridge over Corral Creek for Redledge Pass or under a similar trestle bridge over Diamond (Spray) Creek for Blue Mountaineers Pass (Herbaceous Gully) to provide connections to all the mining villages for miners and others on foot.  The villages served by cable hauled tramways had primitive telephone lines, but these used bells and a series of rings for basic messages to the haulage engine control room at the top of the Scenic Railway.  Horse riders could access the (Nelly’s) Glen Village by using the Six Foot Track and presumably by a bridle track from Blackheath via Blackheath Glen as well as tracks from Megalong and Kanimbla Valleys.

I believe that the main village in Megalong (for which we have no name)  was the married mens miner’s camp and stood on the junction of foot tracks to and from Blacks Ladder (Megalong Head), The Six Foot Track, The Devils Hole, Dickson’s Ladders, Blue Mountaineers Pass (Herbaceous Gully), Red Ledge, Black Billy’s etc. Given the moral requirements of the Victorian era I am of the opinion that the single men’s camp was at the foot of (Nelly’s) Glen Shale Mine on Corral Creek.  The Gundungurra Aboriginal camp (as fringe dwellers) may have been near the main village, but they had the advantage of using the so called Black Dog Track, a Trade Route which ran through their vast tribal territory and we know that it was originally their Winter escape route from Katoomba via Narrowneck, Clear Head, Gundungurra Pass (Duncan’s) and Meglo (Medlow) Gap to the lower Cox’s River and Burragorang Valley. From Megalong Valley the Winter escape route accessed the Black Dog Track via Green Gully Saddle and the foot of Black Billy’s and Carlons Heads (now a fire road).

I also assume that Dickson’s Ladders was a shortcut for maintenance workers on the cable hauled tramway which passed under Narrowneck in a tunnel named the Daylight Tunnel NOT the Mount Rennie Tunnel as I have been wrongly calling it for years – my sincere apologies for this error.  The real Mount Rennie Tunnel was under The Landslide and through the coal mine entrance.  It is believed that the miners did not normally walk along the cable hauled tramways because of the dangers involved but were able to access the horse tramway from Ruined Castle to the Golden Stairs.  Unless you have a really good grasp of this country you will need the topographic maps of Jamison and Katoomba to lessen your angst in understanding the above complex scenario.

While on the subject of ladders I should point out the popular story of the bush pole ladder down the final cliff line of the Golden Stairs being burned in a bushfire is just another fable.  When I went down the ladder in May 1958 – that is after the disastrous 1957 fires – they were officially closed but as a few rungs were missing, caution was required and clearly the timber of ladder had started to rot.  I guess that Blue Mountains City Council staff destroyed the ladder as it was clearly being well used at that time and not very safe.

Michael Keats (Bush Club) doyen of the Wild Dog Ranges has forsaken his first love, the Wild Dogs for Narrowneck.  He has now been honoured with yet another title – Knight of Narrowneck – my congratulations. Michael reports that Coachwood Pass, Mitchell’s Creek now has a new tree and a new set of coach bolts he believes “fell off” a Government Department truck.  I find this hard to believe and would like to think that the public spirited citizen concerned, obtained them on a 99 year lease with the option to renew the lease when it expires.

Perry’s Lookdown   Following the NPWS one day reopening of the Perry’s track/pass to Blue Gum Forest on Sunday 2nd September for the 75th Birthday of the Dedication of the Forest, wearing my battered O.H. & S. Convenor’s hat, I believe it could not pass an O.H. & S. inspection and I regret to say it is dangerous in places.  It was used by some 150 walkers (carrying day packs) with only minor injuries.  

o   o   o   0   o  o  o

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  This continues to be another busy year for BWRS.  Our member morale is high after the successful Kanangra search in April, another NavShield and the callouts below. 

Callouts   September has been a busy month with two callouts in the last few days.  Last Sunday BWRS responded at short notice to assist in the search for an autistic 9 year old near Campbelltown.  He was found quickly but could have wandered into the George’s River valley.  This morning (Tuesday 18 September) my pager went off at 4am for a group of 10 school students (including a reluctant teacher) lost overnight in Dharrug National Park. Unlike three other groups this group of mostly 14 year old girls got disoriented doing a navigation exercise near Mill Creek.  A Police team went in at night to a different location (given via mobile phone) to where the group were sighted by an Ambulance helicopter early this morning.  A second helicopter actually did the evacuation as this Ambulance helicopter had a gearbox warning light come on.  This was a blessing to us as we were able to confirm radio frequencies we could use with them on future callouts.  BWRS joined local SES on standby.

Remote Area First Aid   A Remote Area First Aid course suitable for bushwalkers is being run on the first and third weekend of October (6 / 7 & 20 / 21).  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”   The discount cost of $230 includes the camping fees at Bungonia.  A Senior AND Remote Area First Aid Certificate will be issued to successful candidates.  Many bushwalkers will remember the informative way our Instructor, David Sheppard (a previous professional Instructor) conducts his courses.  This great course is outstanding value to learn remote area first aid skills. 

Our next Senior First Aid course will be held on November 3 / 4 November.  Our Senior First Aid courses contain some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.

Course details (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   You must register on-line.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in either course.

TrailWalker   On 12 August BWRS had refresher training to hone our skills before assisting with safety teams for Oxfam TrailWalker on 24 – 26 August.  Around 500 teams of four participated in this 100km challenge as their major fund raising event.  Once again we had First and Second Response Safety teams on shifts.  And again I had some good moonlight walks resetting markers and helping with minor evacuations.  In particular, we assisted Paramedics at Jerusalem Bay to get a lame participant onto water transport.  TrailWalker is a well organised event with hundreds of volunteers from organisations such as St John Ambulance, CREST (another VRA Squad whose speciality is CB radios) and SES.  TrailWalker is a great way for us to practice co-ordination of BWRS teams and personnel.

BWRS offers exceptional training.  Our program will continue throughout 2007.  We would love to train experienced bushwalkers to become Operational Members of this valuable community asset - Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad.

CBT   CBT stands for Competency Based Training.  Unfortunately, BWRS needs to work with this complex administrative process.  All emergency services need to quantify the competencies of their personnel.  BWRS is well advanced in training and recording the competencies of our members.  The VRA is working with an RTO (Registered Training Organisation) to organise and centralise the CBT records.  Our member competencies will be thus be recognised Australia wide.  Most members have now completed their VRA Induction.      

Maps   Our map sale is worth checking out again as BWRS has received a new donation of maps.  Many bushwalkers have expanded their library of maps at a great saving.  For a list of maps see our website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale has maps associated with many National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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