The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 21st August 2007 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Jim Callaway (SBW), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Chris Knight (Central West), Denise Kruse (Span), Michael Maack (Springwood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), John Resenberger (Sutherland), Len Sharp (All Nations), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Ed Youds (Span), Administration Officer

Peter Bique (Illawarra), Graham Hoskin (Scripture Union), Rob Michie (NPA), Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club), Bryan Smith (Span), David Springthorpe (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Visitors   Max Tenhave

Apologies   B Mitchell

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the July Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted with the following correction:


Present:  insert “Chris Knight (Central West)”


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
L Sharp
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

NPA (ACT)  -  Notification re Change of Address


NP&WS  -  Budawangs Walking and Camping Strategy


Shoalhaven Bushwalkers Inc.  -  Passing of Russ Evans


Hill View Bushwalkers Inc.  -  Appreciation re Affiliation Acceptance


Hill View Bushwalkers Inc.  -  Insurance Questions


Candlelight Lodge, Thredbo Village  -  Advertising Enquiry


Clubs  -  Budawangs Walking and Camping Strategy


Shoalhaven Bushwalkers Inc.  -  Condolences re Russ Evans


Marsh Pty. Limited  -  Cheque State Insurance Premiums


Candlelight Lodge, Thredbo Village  -  Advertising details


Clubs  -  Receipts, Certificates of Currency;   Minutes July 2007


Clubs (3)  -  Advice re Underpayment of Affiliation/Insurance Premiums


(M)
R Weston
 (S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   M Covi

On Sunday, August 12, I took part in the City to Surf Fun Run with a group from my club in the Back of the Pack Walking section, as decided for Confederation's 75th anniversary but was unable to find the Confederation group to meet up with afterwards.  


We have come to the end of another Confederation year, as our AGM follows the August General Meeting, & I thank all those who have assisted Confederation or me over the past year.  


(M)
D Kruse
 (S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled by the President.  


Administration Officer
$1,278.00
Salary - July


AustralianSuper
128.25
Super - July


Office of Fair Trading
44.00
Annual Statement Fee


Centacare
630.00
Postage “The Bushwalker”


Watagan Wanderers
60.75
Refund re Overpayment


Southwood Press
3,157.00
Printing “The Bushwalker”


Nature Conservation Cl.
550.00
Annual Membership Fee


NPA
1,870.00
Annual Rent Office Space


M Covi
25.00
Reimbursement re Editor


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker" / Website   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  “The Bushwalker” is available for collection tonight.  

6.2
Social Activities   J Wouters

No Report tabled.  

6.3
Training   C Knight

See Report tabled;  the President read the Training Officer’s Report.  

6.4
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.5
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Verbal summary provided.  

6.6
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


Denise Kruse advised that further comment from clubs on our draft Risk Management document for non-bushwalking activities would be welcome.  Our State insurance premiums of $74,735.75 has now been paid.  Denise also advised that a few clubs have not paid on our invoice, calculation of which is based on the membership total as provided in the Insurance Renewal Questionnaire.  The obligation for all clubs to reimburse Confederation for the amount invoiced is asked to be put to clubs’ AGM for minuting and adoption for future insurance renewals.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
E Youds
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  Keith advised that a BWRS remote area first aid course is planned to be held over two weekends in October.  


(M)
K Maxwell
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


Wilf Hilder advised that a TeleConference would be held on Tuesday, 28th August 2007 to discuss a Risk Management Policy;  also progress on the new website.  It is proposed that a face-to-face meeting be held in Sydney later in the year.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Report be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Michie
CARRIED

9.
General Business

Nil.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 18th September 2007 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.12 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

Barbara Mitchell advises that the negative balance in the cheque account represents the cheque drawn for insurance but not required to be presented until 20th August.  Funds have currently been transferred from the ING Direct account to the Commonwealth Bank cheque account to cover the outstanding cheque.  

As at 31st July 2007 we had received approximately 40% of the insurance premiums from clubs.  At the time of mailing the cheque a further 43% of insurance premium payments had been received.  

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  July  2007

	

	

	
	
	

	Assets
	
	

	      Cheque Account
	
- $73,926
	


	      ING Direct
	
$122,657
	

	      Petty Cash
	
$203
	

	      Equipment
	
$1,349
	

	      Less  Provision depreciation
	
- $1,131
	

	Total  Assets
	
	
$49,152

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	

	      Income Tax
	
- $504
	

	      Deposits on hold
	
$5
	

	      Customer Deposits
	
$310
	

	Total  Liabilities
	
	
- $189

	
	
	

	Net  Assets
	
	
$49,342

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Equity
	
	

	      Confederation Accum Funds
	
$50,073
	

	      Retained Earnings
	
$25,000
	

	      Current Earnings
	
- $25,731
	

	Total  Equity
	
	
$49,342


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
The Minister for Lands, Tony Kelly, has criticised the NPA in the Manning River Times disputing the tens of thousands of identified Wilderness acres (crown lands)up for sale as being a ‘wild exaggeration’. The NPA has subsequently confirmed that there are 72,000 acres in dispute as subject wilderness. Additionally the NPA disputes the Minister’s claims that the Native Vegetation Act, Threatened Species Conservation Act and Wilderness Act will protect any converted leases into freehold. Additional conditions to the Acts protect these leasehold lands but “will be removed if the land is sold off” and are “far stronger than the Native Vegetation Act” alone. Georgina Woods further states that “the reason that woodlands, wetlands, grassland and forests still remain on Crown leases surrounded by heavily cleared private lands” further diminishing the minister’s adequate protection argument. The NPA is calling for a moratorium on the sale of the 6,000 high conservation leases.  

▪
A Code of Practice has been introduced to control logging on NSW private lands and has been lauded by the executive officer of the NPA, Andrew Cox, as “finally delivering on its repeated promises to regulate logging on private land” but with a word of caution regarding a weakening of the code to appease logging interests with subsequent environmental degradation. The 5 metre riparian boundary seems inadequate.  

▪
The NCC is presenting a forum on Saturday, September 15 (10am to 5pm) on ‘Our Forests, our future: A question of politics?’. Registration is requested on their website http://nccnsw.org.au/index.php?option=com_fabrik&Itemid=1022 .

▪
A Budawangs bushwalking and camping strategy has been released to limit the damage caused by high usage in the region. Groups of no more than 12 people will be allowed on overnight walks and only 20 caves will be sanctioned for cave camping to limit damage to aboriginal heritage. Wood fires will not be permitted in the five main camping areas, in the caves and in Monolith and Hidden valleys. Minimal Impact Bushwalking is encouraged. A Journey Intention Survey Form is required to be filled out on the NPWS website and from 2008 overnight camping at Cooyoy Creek during Easter and the October long weekend will require a permit.  See:  www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/pdfs/budawangs_brochure.pdf

▪
The NPWS is increasing patrols in the Wollemi and the Blue Mts Nat Park to dissuade trail bike riding. In the future large fines and imprisonment from $1500 up to $220,000 (or 2 years) will be issued to offenders for damage in wilderness areas. Areas include Bilpin, Mountain Lagoon, Yarramundi, Emu Heights and Bowen Mountain.  

▪
A large lobbying campaign by private and public interests is underway to list the Australian Alps under the Federal Government’s ‘National Landscapes Program’.  


http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/npws.nsf/Content/dec_media_070719_02

▪
The State Government’s ‘Voluntary Conservation Agreement’ Program is under threat  by the State Government’s failure to provide owners with agreed land rate reduction relief.  

▪
The Energy and Utilities Administration Amendment (Climate Change Fund) Bill 2007 has been introduced in State Parliament to provide funding to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and impacts relating to water and energy activities, and to encourage innovative water and energy saving measures.  

▪
Scientists from the Australian greenhouse Office and the CSIRO have unanimously urged federal and state governments to expand the number of cojoining nature reserves to provide wildlife corridors for shifting animal populations. It is expected that such a policy could cost as much as $400 million.  

---- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - 

Training  -  Chris Knight

I enjoyed attending the last meeting and catching up with you during the meeting - my time and travel costs were well spent.  I give my apologies for the August meeting and the AGM as taking time off work at the moment is not possible.  I am hoping to attend another meeting before the end of the year to further the discussions. 

As we discussed, I consider that publicising our encouragement of safety in bushwalking activities, and being seen to be doing that, is as good as we can achieve.  I am therefore sending comments to be included in the next edition of the "Bushwalker".  They are also suggested in view of the summary of my report to the July meeting.  These comments remind clubs that Confederation does not conduct bushwalking training courses - rather, the Risk Management Framework provides the guidelines for the procedures to be followed to enable the risks involved in bushwalking and associated activities to be minimised Clubs are responsible for ensuring that their activity leaders are competent in the levels of the skills required to lead those activities and that their activity members are competent in the levels of the skills required to participate in those activities  This will also encourage our principle of 'walk safely - walk with a club'.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  This continues to be another busy year for BWRS.  Our member morale is high after the successful Kanangra search in April, another NavShield and the callouts below.  

Callouts   July was a busy month with NavShield and two callouts.  Last month I reported on the successful Starlight’s Canyon search for two males in bitterly cold conditions.   BWRS was called out on Sunday, July 22 for two pig shooters missing in the Bindook Highlands (towards Yerranderie).  They had been out overnight again in bitterly cold conditions.  I was spared the long drive to Myall Causeway (past Oberon and Mt Werong) when at 12.30am BWRS was called off when these men walked out.  

Remote Area First Aid   A Remote Area First Aid course suitable for bushwalkers is being run on the first and third weekend of October (6 / 7 & 20 / 21).  This great course aims to answer the question – “what if medical care is hours away?”   The discount cost of $230 includes the camping fees at Bungonia.  A Senior AND Remote Area First Aid Certificate will be issued to successful candidates.  Many bushwalkers will remember the informative way David Sheppard (a previous professional Instructor) conducts his courses.  This great course is outstanding value to learn remote area first aid skills. 

Our next Senior First Aid course will be held on November 3 / 4 November.  Our Senior First Aid courses contain some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer taught.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.

Course details (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   You must register on-line.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in either course.  

NavShield   NavShield did happen despite many challenges including a restricted time to course set with the June Newcastle storms.  Reduced numbers of emergency services personnel used NavShield to train whether they were a beginner navigator or experienced.  As usual participants were given a list of Grid References and then had to plot a route to locate as many checkpoints as possible in the available time.  Strong penalties applied for late arrivals.  BWRS used checkpoint collection as a navigation training exercise for its members.

Training   On 12 August BWRS had a working bee to check / maintain our rescue equipment and trailer.  We also included refresher training to hone our skills before assisting with safety teams for Oxfam TrailWalker next weekend.  Over 300 teams of four will attempt to cover 100km in this major fund raising event.  BWRS will have First and Second Response Safety teams on standby throughout the event.  TrailWalker is a great way for us to practice co-ordination of BWRS teams and personnel.

BWRS offers exceptional training.  Our program will continue throughout 2007.  We would love to train experienced bushwalkers to become Operational Members of this valuable community asset - Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad.

CBT   CBT stands for Competency Based Training.  Unfortunately, BWRS needs to work with this complex administrative process.  All emergency services need to quantify the competencies of their personnel.  BWRS is well advanced in training and recording the competencies of our members.  The VRA is working with an RTO (Registered Training Organisation) to organise and centralise the CBT records.  Our member competencies will be thus be recognised Australia wide.  Several members on 11 August were able to complete their VRA Induction.      

Maps   The map sale is about to get fresh breath from a new donation of maps.  Map sales are temporarily suspended.  There are maps still being catalogued for inclusion on our list at the BWRS website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale will have maps associated with National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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