The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 17th July 2007 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Jim Callaway (SBW), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Denise Kruse (Span), Michael Maack (Springwood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, Len Sharp (All Nations), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Peter Bique (Illawarra), Peter Hart (Scripture Union), Rob Michie (NPA), Larry Nolan (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   R Minnaert

Visitor   P Bonner

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the June Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.  


(M)
D Green
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

YHA Outdoors Club  -  Notification re Change of Address


Game Council NSW  -  Response re Our Letter to Minster re Suggestions


Newcastle Ramblers  -  Insurance Questions re Critical Incident Debriefing


John Wiley & Sons Australia Ltd  -  Request Permission to Reproduce


Extracts from the Bushwalkers’ Code


The Bush Club  -  Request Magazines for Club Membership


Information re Affiliation/Insurance Premiums 2007-2008


June General Meeting Minutes;   Receipts to Clubs


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
P Hart
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   M Covi

See Report tabled.  


(M)
P Hart
 (S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  Barbara advised that this was the final report for the year;  current year surplus $12,229;  $75,709 in the bank;  $3,000 increase in interest for the year.  


Administration Officer
$1,288.00
Salary - June


AustralianSuper
129.60
Super - June


ATO
903.00
BAS 4Q


NPA
115.49
Photocopying, etc.


Marsh Pty. Limited
74,735.75
NSW Insurance Premiums


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker"   R Caffin


The Administration Officer advised that she had been liaising with Acting Editor Michael Keats and Graphic Designer Barry Hanlon on the production of the August edition of “The B”.  A lot of energy, hours and dedication are called for to create our magazine, seeking and gathering bushwalking articles, liaising with our advertisers and our printer, the occasional creation of new advertisements and bringing it all together via our volunteers Michael and Barry.  Our thanks to them both for their professionalism and hard work.  

6.2
Social Activities   J Wouters

Jan Wouters suggested the Bondi Pavilion as a meeting place after completion of the City to Surf Fun Run.  Margaret asked Jan to provide Confederation with precise details on the meeting place for circulation to clubs.  

6.3
Training   C Knight

Chris Knight stated that he had not been able to attend to any work on training.  He asked Confederation for suggestions/guidance as to what we wished to achieve.  Lengthy discussion ensued.  Margaret Covi advised Chris Knight that training articles be written for inclusion in “The Bushwalker”, published February, May, August and November;  articles to include situations arising whilst bushwalking and provide guidelines on how to deal with those situations, first aid, contacting rescue entities, assisting rescue efforts, etc. provided the articles are consistent with our RMP.  Also Chris to identify all possible risks which may arise whilst bushwalking and document the various ways of approaching and managing those individual risks.  Chris also asked to provide a report seeking further comment from clubs on training issues.  

6.4
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.5
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Verbal summary provided.  See Report now included in the Minutes.  

6.6
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


See Report tabled.  Denise Kruse advised that the insurance premiums had been provided by Howard Tooth and had now been circulated to clubs together with a summary of the policies and club invoices calculated on the membership total as provided in the Insurance Renewal Questionnaire.  Clubs are obliged to reimburse Confederation for the insurance premiums paid on their behalf.  


A first draft of the RMP for Non-Bushwalking Activities will be circulated to clubs for further comment by end August prior to the document being provided to the barrister for an Opinion.  


Denise also advised that our November 2004 adopted RMP for Bushwalking Activities should be reviewed to take into account shooters in State Forests, etc.  

6.7
Website   R Caffin

No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

Verbal summary provided.  See Report now included in the Minutes.  


(M)
K Maxwell
(S)
L Sharp
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


Wilf Hilder advised that a TeleConference was held on 26th June.  Quotes will be called re redesign of website;  intention to hold a face-to-face meeting in Sydney.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Representative’s Reports be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
John Wiley & Sons Australia Ltd.:  


Permission to Reproduce Extracts from our Bushwalkers’ Code


Margaret Covi tabled an email from John Wiley & Sons seeking our permission to reproduce extracts from our Code in their text book Health and Physical Education for secondary schools.  


Motion:   That John Wiley & Sons be granted permission to reproduce extracts from our Bushwalkers’ Code.  


(M)
M Michael
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED


Larry Nolan (CMW) suggested that a copy of the bushwalking section from the text book be obtained to ascertain if it meets our criteria and supports our bushwalking and environmental values.  


Motion:   That a copy of the proposed bushwalking text be obtained from John Wiley & Sons to ascertain proper use of our Code.  


(M)
L Nolan
(S)
J Callaway
LOST

10.
Date of next General Meeting and 2007 Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 21st August 2007 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President's Report  -  Margaret Covi

A management committee meeting was held on Monday, June 25.  We considered the application for affiliation from Sydney Speleological Society and decided that we could not offer them affiliation, as their core business is not bushwalking and this would cause problems with our insurance policies.  

It was decided after further advice from the Treasurer on our financial situation that the proposed increase in the Affiliation Fee was not needed and accordingly we decided not to go ahead with it. Our affiliation fees will remain the same as in the current year, that $5.50 per head for city clubs and $5 for country clubs.  

We discussed the reasons of the WEA Ramblers Club of Sydney for discontinuing affiliation build this up.  Their primary reason was that they were covered by WEA for insurance for the range of activities they undertake, but we must always consider our relevance to clubs, and though we have not taken part in many conservation battles recently, we have and the issue of shooters in state forests.  We discussed the "Bush Pages" Commercial Online Listing and hope that we can find a business manager who can help build this up.  

In relation to the proposal by Yaffa Publishing to send out a free issue of their magazine to our club members, we decided that most members would welcome this, but all clubs would be asked first to let us know if they did not want to receive the magazine.  

Next month will be our AGM and I hope many delegates are thinking about how they can serve Confederation in the coming year by taking on positions in our organisation.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of  June  2007

	

	

	Assets
	
	
	
	

	    Current Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Cash On Hand
	
	
	
	

	            Cheque Account CBA 00900931
	$742.44
	
	
	

	            ING Direct
	$74,966.60 
	
	
	

	            Petty Cash
	$307.51 
	
	
	

	       Total Cash On Hand
	
	$76,016.55 
	
	

	       Trade Debtors
	
	$969.00 
	
	

	    Total Current Assets
	
	
	76,985.55 
	

	    Fixed Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Furniture & Fixtures
	
	
	
	

	            Equipment
	$1,349.18
	
	
	

	            Less provision depreciation
	-$1,131.00
	
	
	

	        Total Furniture & Fixtures
	
	$218.18 
	
	

	    Total Fixed Assets
	
	
	$218.18 
	

	Total Assets
	
	
	
	$77,203.73 

	
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	    Current Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	        Payroll Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            Payroll Deductions Payable
	$1,288.00
	
	
	

	            PAYG Withholding Payable
	$399.00 
	
	
	

	            Superannuation payable
	$129.58 
	
	
	

	        Total Payroll Liabilities
	
	$1,816.58 
	
	

	        Deposits on hold
	
	$4.60
	
	

	        Customer deposit
	
	$310.00
	
	

	    Total Current Liabilities
	
	
	$2,131.18
	

	Total Liabilities
	
	
	
	$2,131.18

	
	
	
	
	

	Net Assets
	
	
	
	$75,072.55 

	
	
	
	
	

	Equity
	
	
	
	

	    Confederation Accum Funds
	
	
	$50,072.80 
	

	    Retained Earnings
	
	
	$12,771.01 
	

	    Current Year Earnings
	
	
	$12,228.74 
	

	Total Equity
	
	
	
	$75,072.55 


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
The NSW Government was poised to sell off 1 million hectares of publicly owned Crown Lease land on July 1, much of which contains high conservation value areas. This has coincided with media reports of some irresponsible farmers draining swamp land and threatening to cut down a tree a day in contravention to the Vegetation Management Act. Environment groups have pointed out that the failure of the NSW Government to control illegal land clearing on private property is a strong reason to stop the sell-off. Why provide more chance of illegal land clearing in the future?

▪
The State Budget has apparently delivered on environmental commitments made during the past two years but has provided little else. The DECC has remained stable at $977 million, in a time when climate change pressure and land management practices are in a shambles. No funding has been provided for important ecological communities protecting our major water courses such as the Murray-Darling River Red-Gum areas. However some major positives have emerged including $8.5 million for new National Park purchases, $17 million in water funding, funding for long-promised Southern Highland parks between the Blue Mountains and the ACT and satellite imagery to identify illegal land-clearing.

▪
The NCC is promoting the ‘Walk Against Warming’. Clubs are urged to keep the Sunday two weeks before the yet-to-be-announced Federal Election clear in their calendars in order to participate in this event. For more information please see the NCC site http://www.walkagainstwarming.org
▪
Fear is being expressed by the NPA that the Tourism Industry Plan may weaken National park protection. The ‘Natural Tourism Partnerships Action Plan’ introduced by the Federal Tourism minister, Fran Bailey, apparently uses phrases such as ‘cutting red tape’, ‘streamlined approval processes’ and ‘pre-approval’ which are all euphemisms for park exploitation by shortcutting agreed community consultation procedures. According to the NPA Executive Officer, Mr. Andrew Cox, the ‘NPA prefers to direct commercial investment for infrastructure such as accommodation, restaurants and entertainment facilities into towns surrounding national parks. This will support regional economies and share the benefits amongst existing businesses’.

▪
Magpies and Plovers are reported to have begun early nesting behaviour including swooping and other nesting behaviours. Walkers are reminded to be aware of these cyclical hazard behaviours.

▪
Koalas have been shot near the town of Breeza near Coonabarabran last month. The penalty for such action is a minimum spot fine of $500 and up to 1 year’s imprisonment. Walkers in this area are urged to report suspicious activity.

▪
The NPWS is trialing a number of control measures for western bell minor associated dieback near Kyogle that is affecting large areas of eucalypt forest on both public and private land. The effect of lantana removal is being closely monitored for its close correlation to removing this dieback problem.

▪
The Pillaga Nature reserve partnership between the NPWS and the local Aboriginal community has celebrated its 5 year anniversary on July 5.

▪
Poison baiting in the North Coast region has begun that is targeted at foxes. This program is to help ensure the survival of the pied oystercatcher. 1080 baits are to be laid in the coastal area between the Richmond River and 10 Mile Beach (Bundjalung National Park) and pet owners are urged to avoid these areas to exercise their dogs.

▪
Interference with pig traps in the Newrybar Swamp area (Ballina Nature Reserve) has been reported. The NPWS and the Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority are urging everyone to report suspicious hunting activity in the area.

▪
A major aboriginal burial site predating white settlement has been discovered on the Far South Coast. Members of the public are urged to keep away from any known aboriginal burial sites because of the sensitivity that such areas engender with local aboriginal communities.

▪
Tomerong Quarry on the South Coast was fined $15,000 plus court costs for illegally clearing land inhabited with a threatened species of paperbark on July 16 after the DECC took the company to court.

o   o   0   o   o
Tracks and Access  -  Wilf Hilder

Kosciuszko National Park   Harry Hill the well known bushwalking author, has recently had his latest book “Northern Kosciuszko National Park” published by Envirobooks.  This is a walking and camping guide with twenty walks listed in it – some of the walks are overnight, but the majority are day walks.  Some of the walks are part of the Hume and Hovell Track and others further south, almost to Mt. Jugungal (pronounced Jargunal by the Monaro stockmen and the gold miners as well as the early ski tourers). I am surprised he doesn’t mention the major magnetic variations between Kiandra, Mt. Selwyn and Mt. Tabletop due to the basalt in this area being magnetic.  Harry’s excellent descriptions of the walks and the historical features of the area are like the mountains in the area – breathtaking, but are let down by very poor maps.  Harry however does give many grid references to the relevant topographic maps which are very helpful. The book is 138 pages, illustrated and published by Envirobooks 2006, price around $20  Highly recommended.

Hume & Hovell Track  The Lands Department have published a new edition of the Hume and Hovell Walking Track map kit recently.  This track runs from Yass to Albury, but was originally intended to run from Gunning to Albury.  There are six maps in the set at a scale of 1;100;00 and contour intervals of 40 or 50 metres.  An index map and a historical extracts of the expedition are also included.  This is an excellently prepared set of maps and information and obviously a great deal of effort has gone into collating it, which includes full details of the obscure public transport  that can be used to access and exit the Hume and Hovell Track at various points. The relevant topographic maps are also recommended in the brochures.  

Bushwalkers Visitors Books   Log books or visitors books form a very valuable historical record and when full some walkers collect them and even keep them.  These books are really the historical heritage of NSW and belong in the Mitchell Library Sydney, where the specially controlled environment is designed to preserve these books for future generations.  Alan Tasker is the field librarian in the State Library of NSW (Mitchell Library) who looks after bushwalkers visitors books and he can be contacted by phone Monday to Thursday on 9273 1429 and is keen to add more visitors books to the Mitchell Library’s collection.  If you ring and forward the books to him that would be greatly appreciated or you can give them to me to pass on to Alan instead.  

Bushwalkers War Memorial at Bouddi National Park   Most bushwalkers are unaware that there is another war memorial to bushwalkers apart from the famous Splendour Rock war memorial. The other war memorial is at Bullimah Lookout in Bouddi NP.  The wording on the engraved bronze plaque at Bullimah Lookout is as follows “ BULLIMAH OUTLOOK.  This Outlook and the beach below have been named in memory of CHARLES D’ARCY ROBERTS, Former Trustee Bouddi National Park and bushwalkers who died in World War 2.  The name Bullimah means “Home of the Great Spirit”.  

This war memorial was dedicated by the Shire President Mr. Lillycrapp on 13th May 1948 in the presence of Charlie Roberts’s parents and bushwalkers. It is unusual that this plaque can only be read by turning your back on the magnificent views up and down the coast.  Due to growth of the scrub the plaque could be overlooked by visitors and Bullimah Beach is no longer visible from the Lookout. (See “Pigeon House and Beyond ” Budawang Committee 1982 pp 108 – 109).

It is significant that the Splendour Rock war memorial was dedicated a week before the Bouddi one – that is on 6th May 1948 and both memorials will celebrate the 60th anniversary of their dedication next year.  

Insurance-Legal Group  -  Denise Kruse

Risk Management for Activities other than Bushwalking

We have received feedback from member clubs and our first draft of the Risk Management document for Non-Bushwalking Activities will be circulated to clubs.  If you have additional comments please urgently contact me as we intend to forward it to the barrister in August 2007.  

Insurance Policies

As previously advised our Confederation policies expired on 30 June 2007 and BWA had negotiated new policies for the period 1 July 2007 to 30 June 2008.   Invoices have been sent to member clubs and I remind clubs they have until 30 September 2007 to make payment.  

Summary of Policy Coverage effective from 30 June 2007
Public Liability Insurance
▪
The list of activities covered will include Bushwalking, Track/Hut Construction and Maintenance, Caving, Canyoning, Liloing, Abseiling, Alpine Walking (summer & winter), Skiing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Boating, Rafting, Swimming, Cycling, Rock Scurrying and use of hand held ropes as part of a Bushwalk, Orienteering, Rogaining, Leader Training and other related instructions where no fee is charged other than to recoup expenses (Errors & Omissions), Voluntary Work for various Charities and not for profit organisations.  

▪
It is important that member clubs understand that Liability cover for any club activities which include Abseiling, Snow Skiing and Caving are subject to the member club arranging for members participating in the activity to sign a Waiver or Acknowledgement of Risk in relation to that activity.  

▪
The activities which are not covered under the Liability Policy include Rock Climbing, Mountaineering, Water Skiing, and Animal Riding.  

Personal Accident Insurance
▪
The Policy provides cover for members of Insured Clubs who sustain injury whilst engaged in an authorised activity of the club or in direct travel to or from that activity.  

Schedule of Benefits
-  Capital Benefits (Death & Permanent Total Disablement) $50,000

-  Weekly Benefits – Injury (Loss of Income)

-  (Benefits payable are subject to 80% of pre-injury earnings to a maximum of $500 per week- Period of Benefit – 52 weeks)

-  And other Sub-Limits of Liability including Out of Pocket including Injury Assistance Expenses, Non Medicare Medical Expenses Reimbursement, Critical Incident Debriefing

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  This continues to be another busy year for BWRS.  Our member morale is high after the successful Kanangra search in April, another NavShield and the callouts below. 

Callouts   NavShield preparation was stressed with a callout on June 28 to Medowie to search for a missing 98 year old.  The Police were pleased with our (unfortunately unsuccessful) search.  He was later found deceased not far from his home.

Last night 16 July BWRS was called out for two males overdue on Starlight’s Canyon (Wolgan valley) Sunday day walk.  The weather overnight was cold with snow predicted.  BWRS worked with Lithgow VRA, three members of NSW Cave Rescue Squad as well as the usual Police and Ambulance personnel.  Our BWRS HF radio network gave its usual outstanding coverage.  Teams were sent to both ends of the canyon.  There is now a long pool in this normally dry canyon.  The men were well with a steady fire.  They were located by Police but a BWRS team was used to assist the men to prussic out of the canyon.  This search was outstanding for the smooth co-operation of all the emergency services personnel involved.   

First Aid   BWRS is aiming to soon run a Remote Area First Aid course suitable for bushwalkers.  Our Senior First Aid courses contain some instruction on splinting and slinging of limbs which bushwalkers could find useful that is no longer taught. 

Our next Senior First Aid course will be held on November 3 / 4 November.  Course details (including answers to all the common questions) are at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   You must register on-line.  FULL payment is required to confirm your place in any course.  The discounted fee of $100 is a considerable saving to learn First Aid with fellow bushwalkers.

Navshield   NavShield did happen despite many challenges including a restricted time to course set with the recent rain.  Reduced numbers of emergency services personnel used NavShield to train whether they were a beginner navigator or experienced.  The location was near Wollombi in the Hunter Valley but with the difference that the course was set either side of Wollombi Brook.  As usual participants were given a list of Grid References and then had to plot a route to locate as many checkpoints as possible in the available time. Late penalties apply.  The best one day team did go to extremes.  They were returning close to the deadline (in the dark) and chose to swim Wollombi Brook rather than look for a shallower crossing!!

While during the weekend sun showers passed overhead they held off for the Sunday afternoon Awards Ceremony with the Minister for Emergency Services, Nathan Rees.  The Minister and the State Rescue Board are strong supporters of NavShield as a bush navigation training exercise for the emergency services.  A close to final version of our publicity DVD was well received.  

It is surprising how many participants have the NavShield bug.  I gave out many Five and Ten Year Awards.  Two persons received Fifteen Year Awards from an event that is only 19 years old!

Training   Last month I reported on our BWRS VM (Vertical Mobility) training.  VM covers recognised techniques of descending and ascending suitable for lightweight vertical rescue.  VM is recognised by the State Rescue Board and can lead to V3 competency.  BWRS has a strong group of V3 trained members who can safely lift and lower stretchers.  These vertical mobility skills were used in today’s successful rescue at Starlight’s Canyon.

On 11 August BWRS has a refresher training day to hone our skills before assisting with safety teams for Oxfam TrailWalker in late August.  This event is a great way for us to practice co-ordination of BWRS teams and personnel.

BWRS offers exceptional training.  Our program will continue throughout 2007.  We would love to train experienced bushwalkers to become Operational Members of this valuable community asset - Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad.

CBT   CBT stands for Competency Based Training.  Unfortunately, BWRS needs to work with this complex administrative process.  All emergency services need to quantify the competencies of their personnel.  BWRS is well advanced in training and recording the competencies of our members.  The VRA is working with an RTO (Registered Training Organisation) to organise and centralise the CBT records.  Our member competencies will be thus be recognised Australia wide.  During the quiet times of NavShield we attempted to cover the VRA Induction with our members.      

Maps   The map sale is about to get fresh breath from a new donation of maps.  Map sales are temporarily suspended.  There are maps still being catalogued for inclusion on our list at the BWRS website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html   The revived map sale will have maps associated with National Parks across NSW available at a great discount. 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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