The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th January 2007 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Jim Callaway (SBW), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Denise Kruse (Span), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), John Resenberger (Sutherland), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Ed Youds (Span), Administration Officer

Peter Bique (Illawarra), Alan Dixon (CMW), Judith Green (WEA Ramblers), Peter Hart (Scripture), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   R Minnaert, B Mitchell, L Sharp

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the December 2006 Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Australian Bush Heritage Fund  -  Advertising enquiry;   Nature Conservation 


Council re Public Liability Insurance Survey for Member Groups


M Keats, Bush Club  -  Closure of access road from Clarence Zig Zag to Glow Worm Tunnel, 2nd February 2007


NSW Dept. of Planning  -  Acknowledgement Letter re Objection to Emirates Resort, Wolgan Valley


NSW Dept of Planning re Objection to Emirates Resort, Wolgan Valley


Nature Conservation Council  -  Response re PL Insurance Survey


Clubs’ Lists


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   M Covi

See Report tabled.  


(M)
D Kruse
 (S)
P Hart
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$876.00
Salary  -  December 2006


AustralianSuper
85.05
Super  -  December 2006


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker"   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Social Activities   J Wouters

Jan Wouters advised of 2007 anniversaries, being Confederation’s 75th, Sydney Bush Walker’s 80th, NPA’s 50th, NP&WS 40th;  suggestion of a joint team event in the City to Surf Fun Run.  The President stated that the item would be tabled for discussion at the next Management Committee meeting.  

6.3
Training   C Knight

No Report tabled.  

6.4
Conservation   M Maack

No Report tabled.  

6.5
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


See Report.  

6.6
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


See Report tabled.  


Motion:   That leave be granted to distribute the draft Non-Bushwalking Risk Management document to member clubs and instruct a barrister at a cost of up to $1,500 to advise the Confederation on the legal ramifications of the draft Risk Management document.  


(M)
D Kruse
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED


Motion:   That Confederation extend its Personal Accident insurance cover to include Critical Incident Debriefing in the 2007-2008 year.  


(M)
D Kruse
(S)
E Youds
CARRIED

6.7
Website   R Caffin

No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
K Maxwell
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No Report tabled.  

9.
General Business
10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th February 2007 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President's Report  -  Margaret Covi

Welcome back to another year.  Thank you to all members for your work in 2006 and we can hope for another year of good progress in 2007.  

Many matters are ongoing including the problems of shooting in State Forests and the resulting danger to bushwalkers, and continuing work on our Risk Management policies including coverage of clubs' additional activities other than walking.  

Next month insurance will come under consideration again as we ask clubs to supply information to put together details for the next insurance renewal.  

It is encouraging to see many of our clubs participating in Confederation's meetings and activities and we hope this will continue, but also it would be good to see more volunteers who can help by taking a share of the workload in running Confederation to make an easier job for those already involved.  I would like to thank those members who attend meetings and contribute already, and we all hope for a smooth year ahead.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of December 2006

	

	

	Assets
	
	
	
	

	    Current Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Cash On Hand
	
	
	
	

	            Cheque Account CBA 00900931
	$29.89
	
	
	

	            ING Direct
	$84,023.34 
	
	
	

	            Petty Cash
	$143.12 
	
	
	

	       Total Cash On Hand
	
	$84,196.35 
	
	

	       Trade Debtors
	
	$2,569.00 
	
	

	    Total Current Assets
	
	
	$86,765.35 
	

	    Fixed Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Office Equipment
	
	$523.18
	
	

	            Less depreciation
	
	-$87.00
	
	

	        Furniture & Fixtures
	
	
	
	

	            Traninig Equipment
	$826.00 
	
	
	

	            Less provision depreciation
	-$826.00
	
	
	

	        Total Furniture & Fixtures
	
	$0.00 
	
	

	    Total Fixed Assets
	
	
	$436.18 
	

	Total Assets
	
	
	
	$87,201.53 

	
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	    Current Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            GST Collected
	
	$0.00
	
	

	            GST Paid
	 
	$0.00
	
	

	      
	
	
	
	

	        Payroll Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            Payroll Deductions Payable
	$876.00
	
	
	

	            PAYG Withholding Payable
	$295.00 
	
	
	

	            Superannuation payable
	$85.03 
	
	
	

	        Total Payroll Liabilities
	
	$1,256.03 
	
	

	        Deposits on hold
	
	$4.60
	
	

	        Customer deposit
	
	$30.00
	
	

	    Total Current Liabilities
	
	
	$1,290.63
	

	Total Liabilities
	
	
	
	$1,290.63

	
	
	
	
	

	Net Assets
	
	
	
	$85,910.90 

	
	
	
	
	

	Equity
	
	
	
	

	Confederation Accum Funds
	
	
	$50,072.80 
	

	Retained Earnings
	
	
	$12,771.01 
	

	Current Year Earnings
	
	
	$23,067.09 
	

	Total Equity
	
	
	
	$85,910.90 


Tracks and Access  -  Wilf Hilder

Blue Mountains Track Closures   The NPWS upper Grose Valley track closures – due to bushfire damage and the Wentworth Falls track closures – due to rebuilding, vary from time to time.  For the latest information ring the NPWS Heritage Centre on 4787 8877 or search the website:  www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au
Wollemi N.P.   Brian Corlis (NPA) has reported that the Culool Range and Grassy Hill fire roads were regraded late last year by the NPWS/Rural Fire Service to set up fire containment lines if the bushfires in the Mellong Area continued to move south west.  Fortunately the bushfires did not get that far due to a weather change.  

Sydney Harbour N.P. and Port Jackson   Quite some months ago Paula Akkari (WEA Ramblers) asked me to check the ownership of a strip of waterfront land on the Lane Cove River at GREENWICH between Shell Park and Jago Street Reserve.  A search of the relevant Street Directories showed this was not public land.  A recent phone call to Lane Cove Council provided the information that the land is zoned open space and therefore no development is permitted but it remains private land at present.  At some time in the future Council will acquire the land for a public reserve.  In the meantime if you use it as a short cut along the foreshores you are trespassing, but best of luck.

Hunters Hill   Mary Quinion (WEA Ramblers) has reported that a very useful short cut is situated behind the houses in St. Malo Avenue and Frances Street through a short scramble up Frances Street Reserve (see Hunters Hill Council walking tracks map). From here a set of stairs leads up to Glenview Crescent.  This pass makes an interesting loop walk to or from Pulpit Point.  The Hunters Hill Council map also shows an easement running from the St. Malo Avenue end of the Frances Street Reserve direct to Tiree Avenue (off Woolwich Road).  Regrettably this pass is blocked by 2 sheer cliffs of about 3 metres and 5 metres and a Council fence - not a recommended short cut.

Harbour Ferry Timetables   Sydney Ferries have recently released new ferry timetables for most of their ferry services.  The new user friendly Parramatta River ferry timetable shows considerably more ferry services during the week and at weekends.  There is also an additional service from Darling Harbour wharf to Bayview Park, between Canada Bay and Exile Bay (off Hen and Chicken Bay), on our beautiful harbour.  Regrettably there are no weekend services as yet and only 6 peak hour services during the week.  Could be a long wait for the ferry outside peak hours!  

Harbour Circle Walk   This 7 bridges walk runs through the Sydney CBD on to North Sydney, Lane Cove, Hunters Hill, Drummoyne, and Pyrmont.  Maps are available for this 26km walk – “Sharing Sydney Harbour” and on the website <www.planning.nsw.gov.au/harbour>.  This walk was featured in the Australian Geographic magazine – January – March, 2006.  This is not to be confused with the genuine 250+ kilometre walk around the harbour foreshores; “Circumnavigating Sydney Harbour from South Head to North Head” or vice versa.

Manly Scenic Walkway   Spit Bridge to Manly. This ever popular walk around the scenic foreshores of the harbour incorporates many multi million dollar views.  Manly Council and the NPWS have issued a new detailed map of the walk and its attractions. The brochure includes walks on the Manly Ocean Beach side of Manly and it is available at Council’s Information Centre outside Manly Wharf near The Corso.

Breakfast Point, Mortlake   I keep getting reports that the 2 metre wide shared footpath from Cabarita around the foreshores of Kendall Bay to Mortlake, which was blocked for a year or so at the Mortlake end by a large gate is now open.  The track is obviously a concession made by the developers of the old Mortlake Gasworks site and provides harbourside access from Cabarita Park to Wongal Bushland Reserve at Mortlake Point.  Apart from Cabarita and Mortlake buses, public transport includes the Parramatta River ferry, which stops at Cabarita Park and Kissing Point, Putney.  Kissing Point is on the northern side of the harbour and is easily reached from Mortlake by using the Mortlake – Putney Vehicular Ferry which also carries passengers and is Sydney Harbour’s last vehicle ferry.

Bush Walker/Bushwalking   The origins of these words are obscure.  The earliest printed reference I have seen so far is “bushwalking” by Australian writer and bushwalker Bernard O’Dowd in 1901.  It was probably used in conversation much earlier. Factors which could have led to the coining of these words was the surge of patriotism at the end of the 19th Century, which led to the Federation of Australia and the Boer War.  Well known bushwalker, poet and writer John Le Gay Brereton (Warragamba Walking Club) was the best known bushwalker of our poets and writers of the late 19th and early 20th century.  

Pickwick Club 1885   2006 was a very significant year for bushwalkers as it marked 120 years since the Pickwick Club walked to Jenolan Caves on the Six Foot Track with a mixed party, after a year or so of training walks.  This club appears to be the first organised bushwalking club in NSW.  In 1886 the Six Foot Track (as it became known) was unfinished, but two members of the Pickwick Club party had walked the track in 1885.  The club party which included three unmarried and unchaperoned ladies was revolutionary in the Victorian era.  The proposal to include ladies in the Pickwick Club party in 1886 was contentious, but no doubt the unorthodox beliefs of the Quaker members carried the day.  (From the earliest days of Quakerism, women have always had equal status with men). The ladies were the first white women to walk the blazed track to Jenolan Caves and they walked the track back to Katoomba taking 3 days each way plus a day at the caves, a great effort considering their unsuitable walking gear. See  very well known bushwalking author Jim Smith’s book “From Katoomba to Jenolan Caves – The Six Foot Track”, pp 26 -31, Megalong Books 1984.  

CORRECTION to December 2006 T&A Report re cost of M Keats’ publication, posted, is $31.50, not $27.50.  

Insurance-Legal Sub Committee  -  Denise Kruse

Non Bushwalking Risk Management Document was circulated to clubs on 17 January 2007 for feedback by member clubs by 31 March 2007.  Feedback should be sent to me either by email d.kruse@bigpond.com.au or by mail to D Kruse, 3/52 Beresford Road, Strathfield   NSW  2135.  Following member club’s feedback we will amend the document, obtain legal advice and  tender the document to the Confederation at a meeting for adoption and distribution to member clubs.  

It is important that you be honest in your feedback and provide any comments especially on leader guidelines and the risks as set out in the risk waivers.  For formatting purposes, an extensive list of risks is set out in appendix 3 but it is intended that appendices 4 to 6 will contain the same list of risks.

Updating the current Bushwalking Risk Management Document

The Confederation’s current risk management document may need to be updated.  If you have any comments about the document which you wish us to consider, would you contact me either by email or by mail by 31 March 2007.
National Park Closures   Member clubs must confirm with the NPWS whether a particular national park is closed.  If a particular park is closed then the activity in that  park has to be postponed or cancelled.  

2007 Insurance

Just a reminder to member clubs that we will be sending out the BWA questionnaire next month for clubs to indicate the level of insurance they require.  It is EXTREMELY important for clubs to indicate the correct level of insurance as we pass that information onto BWA who negotiates the insurance policies based on that information.  The information your club gives to us is binding on your club and accordingly I recommend your club’s committee approve the information in the questionnaire.  Whilst we recommend your club take out both insurance policies (public liability and personal accident insurance), some member clubs are affiliated with other organisations who already have public liability insurance coverage.  If that applies to your club you need to make enquiries now to ensure you will have the same level of insurance cover as offered by the Confederation.

The questionnaire has to be returned by 31/3/07 and BWA will then commence insurance negotiations.  Once we receive notification from BWA the Confederation will pay the insurance on behalf of member clubs and seek reimbursement from member clubs based on the information in the questionnaire.  If member clubs do not pay their premium by 30 September 2007 then they will not be covered by the insurance policies nor will they be affiliated with the Confederation.  

We are intending to request BWA extend the personal accident insurance policy to include Critical Incident Debriefing at the approximate cost of $0.21 per member.  This is as a result of a query made by the Newcastle Ramblers Bushwalking Club.  CID is the treatment approach to deal with psychological changes to a person who has been exposed to a traumatic incident.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

First Aid   The cost of a First Aid course will soon be reduced.  Recently a member of BWRS underwent training (via the VRA) to offer First Aid via a different provider.  A Remote Area First Aid course is tentatively planned for March 2007.  Details of First Aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) will be posted on the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   At the BWRS website you will also find details of alternative (non bushwalker oriented) St John Ambulance senior Fist Aid Certificate courses that are held monthly.  

Callout   Five members of BWRS attended the Service of Thanksgiving for the life of David Airedale on28 December 2006.  BWRS was involved in the large search for David from 15 to 19 December.  David became separated from two companions as they descended Mt Solitary into the Karumba Valley on 11 December.  David’s body was found in an area adjacent to areas searched by BWRS.  A fine and promising life cut short. Two BWRS representatives will attend the Police debrief next Friday, 19 December.  A full report of this callout and an obituary should appear in the February “Bushwalker” newsletter.  

Our BWRS training program will continue in 2007.  We would love to train experienced bushwalkers to become Operational Members of this valuable community asset - Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad.  

Publicity   That pocket gem, the BWRS pocket Calendar, has been published again.  Your Club should have received its usual ration of Calenders by now.  A copy of the above report of the David Iredale search and the obituary was sent to all Clubs.  

The Calendar is packed with useful information such as Full Moons, Public and School Holidays plus some basic safety information.  The web address for BWRS and Confederation and contact details for the Confederation Search & rescue Section  -  BWRS area also included.  Don’t leave home without your BWRS Calendar!!  

Storage   BWRS is no longer able to store its Troop Carrier and rescue trailer at the NP&WS helicopter base at Bankstown Airport.  BWRS has made contact with a local Sports Club to gain access to a shed at a disused Bowling Club.  An Agreement is due to be signed shortly.  Minor works will be required to make this building suitable for our storage needs.  

Maps   Don’t miss the map sale of 1:25,000 maps.  While this map sale has been running for some time, maps are still available of some great bushwalking areas.  For sale details see the BWRS website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html
BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au
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