The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th December 2006 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Jim Callaway (SBW), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Michael Maack (Springwood), Barbara Mitchell (NPA), John Resenberger (Sutherland), Len Sharp (All Nations), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Judith Green (WEA Ramblers), Peter Hart (Scripture Union), Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club), David Springthorpe (CMW), Howard Tooth (Bush Club), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   P Bique, C Knight, D Kruse

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the November Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

WEA Ramblers & Naturalists Club  -  Request Training Information


Leader of the Opposition  -  Shooters in State Forests


J Smith  -  Letter to the Editor re Blue Mountains Nomenclature


The Happy Wanderers  -  Affiliation/Insurance Payment


M Keats  -  Book Launch “Day Walks in Therabulat Country” Wild Dog 


Mountains


WEA Ramblers & Naturalists Club  -  Training Information


Advertisers’ Invoices


(M)
J Callaway
 (S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   M Covi

See report tabled.  


(M)
P Hart
 (S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$1,120.00
Salary - November


AustralianSuper
110.95
Super - November


Southwood Press
3,206.50
“The Bushwalker” November


D Robinson
73.10
Stan Cottier Hut Repairs


B Mitchell
229.00
MYOB Upgrade


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker"   R Caffin


No report tabled.  

6.2
Social Activities   J Wouters

Advised that the National Parks Assoc. will be entering a team in the 2007 City to Surf Fun Run as part of their 50th Anniversary celebrations.  

6.3
Training   C Knight

No report tabled.  

6.4
Conservation   M Maack

See report tabled.  

6.5
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No report tabled at the meeting.  

6.6
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No report tabled.  

6.7
Website   R Caffin

No report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

No report tabled.  

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


No report tabled.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No report tabled.  

9.
General Business
9.1
Shooters in State Forests  -  Publicity


Bob Minnaert advised that he knew of a freelance newspaper journalist who may be able to offer Confederation publicity on this issue;  Bob to follow up on this suggestion and liaise with Margaret Covi re draft of a proposed Letter to the Editor.  

9.2
Kakadu National Park  -  Walking Restrictions/Conditions


David Springthorpe (CMW) advised of various N.T. Government restrictions which have been placed on bushwalking in the Park which have affected the conditions of the activities available through Willis’s Walkabouts, e.g. approved routes only, day walks only, carrying of satellite phones.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th January 2007 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President's Report  -  Margaret Covi

The last month has seen bushfires destroy vast areas of our bushland and we are particularly saddened to hear of the burning of the Blue Gum Forest in the Grose Valley. Seventy years ago this forest inspired the birth of the modern Australian conservation movement.  Today questions are being asked as to whether it was a victim of  over - aggressive control burning by firefighters.  Sadly fires have also destroyed much of the Victorian Alps including Craigs Hut.  

The Leader of the Opposition has replied to our letter re shooting in state forests and offers us little hope.  He merely acknowledges our letter and says that he has forwarded our letter to the shadow Minister for Forestry, Mr Andrew Fraser MP, for his consideration and action where appropriate.  

I was also alarmed to hear from the Kosciuszko Huts Association that the NSW Opposition have changed their policy on Horse Riders access to the Kosciuszko NP - ".. a new Coalition pre-election policy .. opens up wilderness areas, national parks and nature reserves to damaging horseriding. .. Liberals leader, Peter Debnam, and National leader, Andrew Stoner, signed an 'historic' memorandum of understanding with horseriding  ... groups.  Under the plan, horseriding in wilderness areas and nature reserves will become possible, all national parks and other reserves across the State will be reviewed for access where there has been historic horseriding use and the feral horse populations of Kosciuszko and Guy Fawkes River national parks would be allowed to grow and cause further damage".  

Another announcement reveals that the Emirates resort planned to be constructed in the Wolgan Valley, which we had believed was to be built on private property, will be built on part of the national park alienated for this use.  This is contrary to the whole concept of national Parks which are set aside in public ownership forever for conservation and is a very bad precedent for the future.  Objections must be lodged with the Planning Minister, Mr Sartor by December 22, and with the meeting's permission, I intend to lodge an objection on our behalf.  

Our Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue organization have been this week involved as one of the specialist squads in the search in the Mt Solitary area for the missing young bushwalker who has now unfortunately been found deceased.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of November 2006

	

	

	Assets
	
	
	
	

	    Current Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Cash On Hand
	
	
	
	

	            Cheque Account CBA 00900931
	$557.69
	
	
	

	            ING Direct
	$87,092.58 
	
	
	

	            Petty Cash
	$270.09 
	
	
	

	       Total Cash On Hand
	
	$87,920.36 
	
	

	       Trade Debtors
	
	$2,944.00 
	
	

	    Total Current Assets
	
	
	$90,864.36 
	

	    Fixed Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Office Equipment
	
	$523.18
	
	

	            Less depreciation
	
	-$87.00
	
	

	        Furniture & Fixtures
	
	
	
	

	            Traninig Equipment
	$826.00 
	
	
	

	            Less provision depreciation
	-$826.00
	
	
	

	        Total Furniture & Fixtures
	
	$0.00 
	
	

	    Total Fixed Assets
	
	
	$436.18 
	

	Total Assets
	
	
	
	$91,300.54 

	
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	    Current Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            GST Collected
	
	$0.00
	
	

	            GST Paid
	 
	$0.00
	
	

	      
	
	
	
	

	        Payroll Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            PAYG Withholding Payable
	$113.00 
	
	
	

	            Superannuation payable
	-$0.02 
	
	
	

	        Total Payroll Liabilities
	
	$112.98 
	
	

	    Total Current Liabilities
	
	
	$112.98
	

	Total Liabilities
	
	
	
	$112.98

	
	
	
	
	

	Net Assets
	
	
	
	$91,187.56 

	
	
	
	
	

	Equity
	
	
	
	

	Confederation Accum Funds
	
	
	$50,150.50 
	

	Retained Earnings
	
	
	$12,771.01 
	

	Current Year Earnings
	
	
	$28,266.05 
	

	Total Equity
	
	
	
	$91,187.56 


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
Blue Gum Forest was severely damaged during the Blue Mountains bushfire. A preliminary assessment of the damage is being undertaken but it is unlikely that the full extent of the damage will not be known for a few years. All burnt areas remain closed until damaged items such as toilets and other infrastructure is repaired and dangers to the public like falling tree limbs are reduced.  

▪
A survey report has indicated that more than nine out of ten residents of NSW have rated the environment as an important factor in their lives making it the third highest priority after family and friends. The most important issue today is water. Other significant issues of climate change and energy rate highly on the list.  

▪
Luckily the key koala habitats in the Pilliga have survived the worst of the Pilliga bushfires. Some habitat along water courses has been damaged.  

▪
The NPWS has introduced a wood or solid fuel fire ban in the Kosciuszko National Park and some other national parks and reserves across the south western slopes.  

▪
A new Fire Management Strategy for the Thirlmere Lakes National Park and the Nattai Reserves has been finalised and is ready for release. It will have a currency of five (5) years.  

▪
The Deer Bill 2006 that allows captured deer to become the property of their captors has been assented. This bill was commented upon a few months ago.  

▪
The Sydney Water Catchment Management (Warragamba Bill) 2006 which excludes land downstream from the dam previously designated as special areas has been assented.  

▪
Emirates resorts have released a modified concept plan for their new luxury resort in the Wolgan Valley that will move the resort into the park, add stables for 12 horses and the construction of a dam to provide drinking water. The land is proposed to be initially leased to the Emirates Resorts but eventually the land may be moved out of the park if native title issues can be negotiated. This sets a precedent that seems to mirror the resorts situation in the Kosciuszko national Parks. Submissions close on 22 December. More information can be obtained from the NCC website.(www.nccnsw.org.au)

Tracks and Access  -  Wilf Hilder

Narrowneck Peninsula, Blue Mountains N.P.  I thought I had the history of the access passes nearly sorted out. The newly published book “Sacred Waters” by Dianne Johnson - the story of the Blue Mountains Gully (West Katoomba) Traditional Owners. Halstead Press, has sent me back to the drawing board with egg all over my face.  Dianne’s book makes it clear that Narrowneck was the preferred Aboriginal route from Burragorang to their summer camp site in what is today West Katoomba and redeveloped in the late 1950’s with Catalina Racing Circuit (long closed) etc.  Merv Cooper a very senior Gundungurra man told me that Narrowneck was the access used in his tribal trips to and from West Katoomba. Therefore Duncans Pass, which was the shale miners track of the 1890’s at Clear Hill was first discovered by the Gundungurra Aborigines thousands of years ago.  It was I believe one of the two passes on Narrowneck which was fairly easily negotiable by the men, heavily laden women and the children of the Gundungurra band of Aborigines.  The other Narrowneck pass that meets this criteria is Red Ledge – which runs from Glen Shale Mine ruins to Corral Swamp.  The third pass which meets the strict requirements of the Aboriginal mixed parties is Devils Hole which also links Megalong Valley with the West Katoomba Aboriginal camp. I base my belief on a detailed examination of the area some years ago and the reliable testimony of Gundungurra elder Merv Cooper.  Research by Jim Barrett (CBC) has proved that the Aboriginal concept of Burragorang Valley extended from the Wollondilly Valley up the lower Cox Valley to the Policeman Range.  Grand Country of course and not too far from that ex Army Tank near the site of Moodys Guesthouse.  In the 1930’s Moodys “Commodore Ranch” as it was called was advertised as being in Burragorang Valley and bushwalking was listed as one activity for the guests.

Lake Buragorang continues to decline in area – the current level being below the 80 metre mark or some 37% of the gravity fed storage.  Michael Keats - doyen of our Wild Dog Ranges - reports that Harrys River sorry, I meant the Jenolan River, was barely running in the central canyon section recently.  You are warned that you can’t rely on Mt. Solitary, Mobbs Soak/Swamp or similar water sources while the big dry continues.

“Day Walks In Therabulat Country”. Michael Keats superb book on the Wild Dogs is out at last – great photos – marvellous research on fascinating facts you never dreamed of, and a very readable text (200 pages) with a list of references you could die for, let alone the superb indexes.  Available direct from Michael Keats, 33 Livingstone Avenue, Pymble NSW 2073 for $27-50    (including packing and postage} or from the Megalong Valley Tearooms where I understand Michael has his own reserved parking space – must be one of the locals! 

Grose Valley   Advice from the NPWS indicates that all the valley tracks such as Lockleys Pylon, Rodriguez Pass, Perry’s, Victoria Falls etc. are still closed.  The exception is the Grand Canyon track to Evans Lookout which remains open from Neates Glen.  The Cliftop Lookout at Govetts and Evans are still open as is the track linking them.  In Royal NP after the last bushfire we had to wait up to 18 months in some areas to get access to popular tracks, while the shack owners and fishermen only had to wait for a few days.  Who said we had political clout?

Freda De Faur   was one of Australia’s most famous mountaineers having been the first  lady to climb Mt. Cook in New Zealand and climbed a further 10 mountains, six of which were first ascents in New Zealand’s South Island.  She died in 1935 and this month a headstone will finally be placed on her grave in Manly cemetery.  Both Marie Byles and Dot Butler were inspired by her exploits. Freda was the daughter of the famous Eccleston Du Four whose untiring conservation efforts led to the reservation of Ku-ring-gai Chase NP. Many thanks to David Springthorpe (CMW) for this information.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  A range of activities occurred during the last month.

First Aid   The cost of a First Aid courses will soon be reduced.  Recently a member of BWRS underwent training (via the VRA) to offer First Aid via a different provider.  A Remote Area First Aid course is tentatively planned for March 2007.  Details of First Aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) will be posted on the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   At the BWRS website you will also find details of alternative (non bushwalker oriented) St John Ambulance Senior First Aid Certificate courses that are held monthly. 

Callout   BWRS was called out on 14 December by NSW Police to be part of the large combined search (with SES & RFS) at Wentworth Falls for David Iredale. David became separated from two companions as they descended Mt Solitary into the Kedumba Valley on 11December.  BWRS camped at Kedumba Crossing to maximise search time each day.  We did extensive searching around Mt Solitary up to 19 December when David’s body was found in an adjacent search area.   This long search was demanding on volunteers so other VRA Squads (BWRS is a member of the VRA – see www.rescue.org.au ) were called in.  VRA Squads that assisted were NSW Cave Rescue, South Coast & Cessnock.

BWRS was mentioned favourably many times in the media.  A full report of this callout should appear in the February “Bushwalker” newsletter.

Our BWRS training program will continue in 2007.  We would love to train experienced bushwalkers to become Operational Members of this valuable community asset - Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad.  

Publicity   That pocket gem, the BWRS pocket Calendar, has been published again.  Your Club should receive its usual ration of Calendars during January 2007.  The Calendar is packed with useful information such as Full Moons, Public and School Holidays plus some basic safety information.  The web address for BWRS & Confederation and contact details for the Confederation Search & Rescue Section – BWRS are also included.  Don’t leave home without your BWRS pocket Calendar!!      

Storage   Last month I reported that BWRS is no longer able to store its Troop Carrier & rescue trailer at the NP&WS helicopter base at Bankstown Airport.  BWRS has made contact with a local Sports Club to gain access to a shed at a disused Bowling Club.  Minor works will be required to made this building suitable for our storage needs.  

Maps   Don't miss the map sale of 1:25,000 maps.  While this map sale has been running for some time, maps are still available of some great bushwalking areas.  For sales details see the BWRS website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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