The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 21st November 2006 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Jim Callaway (SBW), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell, John Resenberger (Sutherland), Len Sharp (All Nations), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Peter Bique (Illawarra), Charles Bowden (All Nations), Peter Hart (Scripture Union), R Michie (NPA), Brian Morgan (Yarrawood), Bob Morgan (Span), David Springthorpe (CMW)

Apologies   J Clark, D Green, D Kruse, M Maack, R Minnaert

Visitors   G Hoskin, B Michie

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the October Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted with the following correction:  


6.2  amend to read “. . . that he is still obtaining . . . “


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Nettin Chalet, Jindabyne  -  Advertising Enquiry


Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Training Package Review by SSA


Federation Gardens, Blackheath  -  “Bush Pages” Listing Enquiry


Member for Lake Macquarie  -  Acknowledgement Letter re Shooters


M Brownhill  -  J Smith article “Nomenclaturists of the Blue Mountains”


Coonabarabran Bushwalking Club  -  Objection re Shooters


Minister for Primary Industries  -  Response re Shooters in State Forests


The Cabinet Office  -  Acknowledgement Letter re Shooters


Clarence Valley Bushwalkers  -  Insurance query re cover for Visitors


Roger Caffin  -  Email re Revival of Colo River dam/weir, Boorai Creek


Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Emails re Training Package Review by SSA


Premier, Opposition Leader, Minister for Primary Industries, Member for 


Lake Macquarie, Newcastle and Bega  re Shooters in State Forests


WEA Ramblers  -  Response re Cap on Affiliation Fee


Service Skills Australia  -  Submission re Training Packages Review


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
P Hart
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   M Covi

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
B Morgan
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$1,111.00
Salary - October


AustralianSuper
110.15
Super - October


Ozanam Industries
600.00
Postage “The Bushwalker”


NPA
134.95
Copying/Internet


Telstra
63.35
Office Phone


R Caffin
346.32
Editor’s Expenses


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
L Sharp
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker"   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Social Activities   J Wouters

Further information to be obtained re 2007 City to Surf Fun Run.  

6.3
Training   C Knight

No Report tabled.  

6.4
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled and read by the President.  Rob Michie suggested a letter of thanks be sent to Minister Debus for his efforts and dedication to conservation and additions to the National Parks Estate.  


Motion:   That a letter of thanks be sent to Minister Debus.  


(M)
R Michie
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

6.5
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report table at the meeting.  

6.6
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No Report tabled.  

6.7
Website   R Caffin

No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
K Maxwell
(S)
L Sharp
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


No Report tabled.  Wilf Hilder expressed an interest in the position of President of Bushwalking Australia Inc.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No Report tabled.  

9.
General Business
9.1
Service Skills Australia - Training Packages Review


SSA have been contracted by the Federal Government to review the outdoor recreation training packages which includes bushwalking.  


Both Confederation and Bushwalking Australia have made submissions to SSA;  submissions to be circulated to clubs.  

9.2
Freda Du Faur  -  Dedication of Memorial Stone, Manly Cemetery


David Springthorpe advised of a dedication of the memorial stone to Australian mountaineer Freda Du Faur at Manly Cemetery to be held on 3rd December.  

9.3
Sydney University Bushwalking Club


Celebrated its 60th Anniversary at a dinner held on 21st October 2006.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th December 2006 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President's Report  -  Margaret Covi

A Management Committee meeting was held on November 7.  Insurance matters were discussed, particularly a suggestion that the cost of critical incident debriefing should be covered in our insurance policies.  This is counselling given to people who have suffered trauma, in our case such a death or serious accident on a walk or club activity.  As this can be provided at a low cost and is line with general practice in dealing with trauma today, it was decided to proceed with this.  

The Sydney seminar on the Training Packages Review by Skills Service Australia for Outdoors Recreation was attended on our behalf by Bob Minnaert, for which we thank him.  His report comment from Bill Gehling of BWA had made us aware of the need for Confederation to make a submission which we have done, though we had little time as it was due by November 17.  We submitted that "the proposed standards are inappropriate for bushwalking organisations and member clubs that the Confederation represents.  They are administrative in nature whilst our member clubs have a mixture of experienced members and leaders.  Those leaders have skills which are practical and often have been amassed by a number of years leading and participating in activities.  

Whilst our member clubs may have inexperienced visitors and members attend activities, those are often a small proportion of club membership.  Member clubs conduct training of new members to advance their skills towards leadership.  Otherwise clubs cannot continue to grow and attract new membership.  

Accordingly it is our submission that the proposed standards do not adequately reflect the Confederation's requirements and those of our member clubs.  We submit they are more likely to be appropriate for commercial trips with a large number of beginners."  

We have received another letter from the Minister for Natural Resources replying to our last letter concerning shooting in state forests.  We will reply again particularly stressing that there is no way we can obtain completely up to date information on who will be shooting in forests at weekends.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of October 2006

	

	

	Assets
	
	
	
	

	    Current Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Cash On Hand
	
	
	
	

	            Cheque Account CBA 00900931
	$1,316.21
	
	
	

	            ING Direct
	$87,973.28 
	
	
	

	            Petty Cash
	$275.69 
	
	
	

	       Total Cash On Hand
	
	$89,565.18 
	
	

	       Trade Debtors
	
	$150.00 
	
	

	    Total Current Assets
	
	
	$89,715.18 
	

	    Fixed Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Office Equipment
	
	$523.18
	
	

	            Less depreciation
	
	-$87.00
	
	

	        Furniture & Fixtures
	
	
	
	

	            Traninig Equipment
	$826.00 
	
	
	

	            Less provision depreciation
	-$826.00
	
	
	

	        Total Furniture & Fixtures
	
	$0.00 
	
	

	    Total Fixed Assets
	
	
	$436.18 
	

	Total Assets
	
	
	
	$90,151.36 

	
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	    Current Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            GST Collected
	
	$0.00
	
	

	            GST Paid
	 
	$0.00
	
	

	      
	
	
	
	

	        Payroll Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            Payroll Deductions Payable
	$1,111.00 
	
	
	

	            PAYG Withholding Payable
	$113.00 
	
	
	

	            Superannuation payable
	$110.13 
	
	
	

	        Total Payroll Liabilities
	
	$1,334.13 
	
	

	    Total Current Liabilities
	
	
	$1,334.13
	

	Total Liabilities
	
	
	
	$1,334.13

	
	
	
	
	

	Net Assets
	
	
	
	$88,817.23 

	
	
	
	
	

	Equity
	
	
	
	

	Confederation Accum Funds
	
	
	$50,150.50 
	

	Retained Earnings
	
	
	$12,771.01 
	

	Current Year Earnings
	
	
	$25,895.72 
	

	Total Equity
	
	
	
	$88,817.23 


Tracks and Access  -  Wilf Hilder

Blue Mountain Walking Track Project   In the Wentworth Falls area the Princes Rock Track has had a major upgrade and the track is now reopened.  The Undercliff Track is now reopened after minor improvements.  National Pass from Fletchers Lookout via top and lower crossing of Wentworth Falls is closed for upgrading until mid 2007

Narrowneck Peninsula   Myles Dunphy pointed out to me years ago that Clear Hill was marked as Clear H. on Sir Thomas Mitchell’s famous Nineteen Counties map.  He believed that the name should have been Clear Head as there is no significant hill in the  area.  I agreed with him as the headland that marks the southern end of Narrowneck Peninsula needed a significant name (shame on you Wilf!)

I note that Myles used the name Clear Head in 1919 until the 1920’s.  Speaking of passes in this area yet again, I see that Jim Barrett (CBC) believes Fred Eden’s descent of Clear Head, oops I meant Clear Hill, was on the almost unknown and unnamed 1889 miners ladders on the western side of the track down the side of the nose to Taros Ladders and Duncan’s (Miners) Pass.  The remains of the ladder are still there in the first gully below the steel NPWS ladders.  If you don’t believe me ask legendry rock climber Bryden Allen who handicapped with a weekend pack, climbed down the bushfire damaged ladders in the 1960’s thinking he was on Taros Ladders, (surely a feat for the Guinness Book of Records) . See also Jim Barrett’s 1996 book “Narrowneck and the Birth of Katoomba”.  In case you are wondering why the miners built 2 passes at Clear Hill, early maps show different mining leases in the area and the unnamed ladders appear to be on the border of the different leases.

I would be most surprised if the miners had not found Dunphys Pass many years before Myles did, when you look at the access challenges through the cliffs on the east side of Narrowneck at Cedar Head.  In the substantial cliffs of this area the Wall Brothers found a place in 1889 to put two ladders separated by a stone step to make Walls Pass.  It seems likely that this pass was rediscovered in 1942 by Ben Esgate and his local wartime cadet corps (see Jim Smith’s book “The Last of the Cox’s River Men - Ben Esgate “ p40 & 41).  I rediscovered the pass in 1966 and persuaded the Federations Search and Rescue Section to install a chain there to replace the vanished ladders soon afterwards (see Brian Fox’s Blue Mountains Geographical Dictionary,  2nd  Edition p 296)

Mount Mouin   There appears to be much nonsense being bandied about Jim Smith’s proposal to restore the very old local name Peter O’Reilly’s Range to Yellow Pup.  I would argue that the name of this very important range should not stop at Medlow Gap but continue over Debert’s Knob and Narrowneck to the Blue Mountains Range at Katoomba to mark this important watershed.  No one that I know of, would be silly enough to suggest that the Three Brothers as they were originally called, which we know as Mounts Mouin, Warrigal and Dingo should be changed to Peter O’Reillys Range. They would remain as mountains on the range. To the Gundungurra Tribe the Mt. Mouin area was “Mee – oo – wun” and the research by bushwalking author, Jim Smith indicates that the name could derive from the Siderite (Chalybeate), Iron Carbonate spring beside the Gundungurra Trade Route (Black Dog Track).  This spring was a valuable resource for the Gundungurra Tribe as they roasted the siderite iron ore to get a deep red pigment, which they used for making red paint for decoration and cave paintings as well as a valuable trading material (value added export?).

Jenolan Caves   Former Jenolan Caves Guide, John Poleson (SBW) has asked me which walking tracks are being closed at Jenolan, and I understand only 2 of the 17 tracks in the area will remain open.  These are the Blue Lake Circuit and the Carlotta Arch Track.  

Earlier this year cave entry fees were substantially raised and latest – not too subtle step – to privatisation is the  proposed abolition of the Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust.  Perhaps the Government could make the Jenolan Caves Road a toll road to help pay the rebuilding of the Five Mile Hill section of the road?

North Head   Stage 2 of a new walking track through bushland within the former School of Artillery was opened in October as part of the Great North Head Walk.  Stage 3 will be commenced in early 2007 taking in the bush to the east of North Fort Road.

Sydney Catchment Authority   is desperately searching for additional sources of water to supplement Warragamba Dam to slake Sydney’s unquenchable thirst.  A nameless informer from the Recidivists Clue claims that the SCA’s power bill for Bendeela Pumping Station (Kangaroo Valley) was $1 million last year.  The SCA admitted (under pressure) that the Tallowa Dam (Shoalhaven Catchment) supplied 20% of Sydney’s water last year.  They are looking at increasing this to 50% in future by constructing a new pipeline from Tallowa Dam (they must be joking). Rumours (furphies) from the Recidivists Club claim the SCA are about to look at the Grose and Colo Rivers once again, to boost Sydney’s dwindling water supplies.

Bushwalkers Radio Programme   Michael Keats (Bush Club) has advised that Gary MacDougall, well known bushwalking author has secured a time slot on FM.88.5 2RRR station for a bushwalking programme on Saturdays between 1400 (2pm) and 1500 (3pm).  Michael Keats was interviewed on Saturday 25th November.  I have hinted to several bushwalkers who I suspect are members of that very exclusive Recidivists Club (whose unpaid SCA fines run into millions of dollars) that they might care to say a few words on this important radio programme – no names of course and laundered voices – but they were all – like our wary politicians – unavailable for any comment.  If you are not publicity shy and have something to say on bushwalking issues you can contact Gary MacDougall on 9810 3695 regarding this radio programme.

Day Walks In Therabulat Country (Wild Dog Mountains)   I have been barking about this book for months.  Michael Keats, our well known bushwalking author, informs me that very soon this long awaited book will be released and my tail will be wagging if not my tongue.  No more barking up the wrong Wild Dog ridge once the book is released.  I hope there are lots of (Eleven) Grand Country Walks included – for the armchair bush walkers – of course.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  A range of activities occurred during the last month.

First Aid   The BWRS St John Ambulance Senior First Aid course planned for  4 / 5 November 2006 due to lack of numbers.   The cost of a First Aid course will soon be reduced.  Recently a member of BWRS underwent training (via the VRA) to offer First Aid via a different provider.  A Remote Area First Aid course is tentatively planned for March 2007.  Details of First Aid courses (including answers to all the common questions) will be posted on the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au   At the BWRS website you will also find details of alternative (non bushwalker oriented) St John Ambulance Senior First Aid Certificate courses that are held monthly. 

Callout   BWRS was called out on 14 November by NSW Police to be part of a combined search (with SES & RFS) at Wisemans Ferry.  For a second time a woman who was house sitting for a friend was lost after following dogs that had run away.  Authorities knew she was lost as she rang them again on her mobile phone!  However the battery went flat before she could describe much of her surroundings.  She was located around 9.30am.  The Police were frustrated with her and may be charging her for the inconvenience she has caused.

Website   The BWRS website has been revamped to give a more pleasing layout.  There is link to Confederation and to the VRA.  A promotional DVD on BWRS is also close to completion.  

VRA   On Saturday, 21 October, two members of BWRS attended the Annual Conference of the VRA (the parent body for BWRS) at Bankstown Sports Club.  The Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW Inc. (VRA) represents over 70 independent volunteer rescue squads.  Membership of the VRA is essential for our accreditation (via the State Rescue Board) in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is highly regarded within the VRA the specialist bush search and rescue squad.  See the VRA website at http://www.rescue.org.au for more background about the VRA and a list of its member squads. 

AGM   At the recent BWRS AGM the current Management Committee was re-elected.  Changes were noted in our Training Sub Committee (TSC).  The important but large role of training / developing competency modules has been delegated by the Management Committee to the TSC.  CBT (Competency Based Training) requires extensive record keeping (code for paper trail). 

Publicity   The latest edition of the “Bushwalker” newsletter has three reports.  There is a report of NavShield 2006, a short item on the latest GPS chip and a brief report of FOUR separate recent callouts.  The promised second article on distress beacons has not been published this month but (with the first article on distress beacons) is on the revamped BWRS website and will be published in the next copy of the VRA journal “Search & Rescue”.  The NavShield 2006 report will also appear in the next VRA journal.

Storage   BWRS is no longer able to store its Troop Carrier & rescue trailer at the NP&WS helicopter base at Bankstown airport.  We are exploring a number of options to locate a new shed.  

Submission to Service Skills Australia re Training Packages Review
The Management Committee of the Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc. wishes to make the following submissions on behalf of the Confederation in regard to the review of the Sport, Fitness, Community Recreation, and Outdoor Recreation Training Packages.  

The Confederation is an umbrella organisation representing a large number of member bushwalking and outdoor clubs in New South Wales.  The Confederation's motto is "Walk Safely, Walk with a Club".  

To ensure compliance with that motto the Confederation has obtained legal advice and created a Risk Management document with risk waivers for adoption by member clubs.  The Confederation does not control member clubs as each club is required to have its own constitution and membership procedures.  To compliment the Risk Management document, the Confederation is presently working on a draft non bushwalking Risk Management document incorporating abseiling, canyoning and non insured trips.  

In addition to the above the Confederation encourages bush safety through regular first aid courses, navigation practice at NavShield ( the Navigation Shield event run by our Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) a member of the NSW Volunteer Rescue Association) and  search and rescue instruction via our "Bushwalker" newsletter & website.  The Confederation has a training officer who liaises with member clubs.  

The proposed standards are inappropriate for bushwalking organisations and member clubs that the Confederation represents.  The proposed standards are administrative in nature whilst our member clubs have a mixture of experienced members and leaders.  Those leaders have skills which are practical and often have been amassed by a number of years leading and participating in activities.  

Whilst our member clubs may have inexperienced visitors and members attend activities, those are often a small proportion of club membership.  Member clubs conduct training of new members to advance their skills towards leadership.  Otherwise clubs cannot continue to grow and attract new membership.  

Accordingly it is our submission that the proposed standards do not adequately reflect the Confederation's requirements and those of our member clubs.  We submit they are more likely to be appropriate for commercial trips with a large number of beginners.  

The Confederation and its member clubs take risk management extremely seriously and have a training officer.  Many member clubs also have training officers and conduct practical training for their members to assist in leading activities and participating safely in activities.  Often members are required to have first aid qualifications and navigation skills.  

We are extremely concerned that you have not invited feedback from interested parties, such as outdoor and bushwalking clubs, on the content of the proposed standards.  To our knowledge no consultation has been held which is of additional grave concern to us.  

Margaret Covi  -  President  -  The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.
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