The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 17th October 2006 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Jim Callaway (SBW), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Denise Kruse (Span), Michael Maack (Springwood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell (NPA), Len Sharp (All Nations), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Peter Bique (Illawarra), Charles Bowden (All Nations), Judith Green (WEA Ramblers), Brian Morgan (Yarrawood), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   J Clark, R Minnaert, J Resenberger, H Tooth

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the September Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
L Sharp
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Thursday Bushwalking Group  -  Affiliation Enquiry


Aussiecom Internet Consulting  -  Website/Email Hosting to 14.9.2007


W Blayden  -  comment re J Smith article;  Letter to the Editor re BWRS


Australian Alps Walking Track  -  March-April 2007 Relay Walk


Bushwalking Australia Inc.  -  Treasurer’s Reports;  Invoice Annual Fee


Marrickville Council  -  Unclaimed Monies by Confederation


The Downhill Bushwalking Club Inc.  -  Affiliation Application


Thursday Bushwalking Group  -  Affiliation Information


Marrickville Council  -  Fax re Unclaimed Monies claim


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   M Covi

See Report tabled.  


(M)
M Maack
 (S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$1,201.50
Salary - September


Administration Officer
300.00
Float


AustralianSuper
119.45
Super. - September


Aussiecom Internet 
264.00
Website Hosting to 2007


Bushwalking Australia Inc.
4,217.50
2005-2007 Annual Fee


ATO
430.00
BAS - 1Q


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
D Kruse
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker"   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Social Activities   J Wouters

Jan Wouters advised that he has obtained information on the 2007 City to Surf Fun Run.  

6.3
Training   C Knight

No Report tabled.  

6.4
Conservation   M Maack

See Report tabled.  

6.5
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No Report tabled at meeting.  

6.6
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


See Report tabled with a request for clubs to provide their guidelines for non-bushwalking activities;  also advice on our insurance position resulting from conservation hunting in NSW State Forests.  

6.7
Website   R Caffin

No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Callaway
 (S)
P Hart
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
K Maxwell
 (S)
M Maack
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   W Hilder


Invoice received from BA Inc. for our annual fee for the 2005-06 year.  No annual fee will be levied for 2006-07 due to an inactive 2005-06 year.  Fee for 2005-06 is $4,217.50, calculated on 50 cents per NSW member taking PL insurance cover (8,435 members).  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No Report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

Margaret Covi tabled this Report.  Re Draft Special Areas Strategic PoM, Michael Maack to attend to the Confederation submission on the PoM re insertion of the words “and stakeholders” after “DEC” in Action 3.3.  


Motion:   That the Representatives' Reports be adopted.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
The Downhill Bushwalking Club Inc., Armidale  -  Affiliation Application


Motion:   That The Downhill Bushwalking Club Inc. be accepted as an affiliated club.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

9.2
U3A Endeavour The Happy Wanderers  -  Affiliation Application


Motion:   That The Happy Wanderers be accepted as an affiliated club.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
P Hart
CARRIED

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 21st November 2006 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President's Report  -  Margaret Covi

Bushwalking Australia's acting Secretary has sent the Minutes and Treasurer's Report from the June AGM in Melbourne, attended by myself and Howard Tooth.  They advise that a Secretary for BWA, Hecate Jay from Perth has been appointed and that BWA's annual fees from NSW will soon be required.  This will be as already agreed at 50c per head  based on the number of NSW bushwalkers taking PL insurance cover which at present totals 8,435 walkers.  This fee will cover the 2005-06 and 2006-07 years as the 2005-06 period was a quiet year with little BWA activity.  BWA point out that it is NSW's turn to provide the BWA President and I hope we can fill that role.  

The Insurance/Legal Committee has recommenced work on a risk management document for activities other than bushwalking and is considering the shooting in State Forests issues.  Confederation has received a letter from national park agencies responsible for the Australian Alps National Parks advising us of a 40 day relay walk they are organising along the full distance of the Australian Alps Walking Track to celebrate 20 years of Australian Alps cross-border co-operative management.  They are inviting our club members to take part by walking a section or sections.  Clubs have been sent a letter with contact details.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of September 2006

	

	

	Assets
	
	
	
	

	    Current Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Cash On Hand
	
	
	
	

	            Cheque Account CBA 00900931
	$1,400.01
	
	
	

	            ING Direct
	$89,984.99 
	
	
	

	            Petty Cash
	$156.05 
	
	
	

	       Total Cash On Hand
	
	$91,541.05 
	
	

	       Trade Debtors
	
	$2,000.00 
	
	

	    Total Current Assets
	
	
	$93,541.05 
	

	    Fixed Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Office Equipment
	
	$523.18
	
	

	            Less depreciation
	
	-$87.00
	
	

	        Furniture & Fixtures
	
	
	
	

	            Traninig Equipment
	$826.00 
	
	
	

	            Less provision depreciation
	-$826.00
	
	
	

	        Total Furniture & Fixtures
	
	$0.00 
	
	

	    Total Fixed Assets
	
	
	$436.18 
	

	Total Assets
	
	
	
	$93,977.23 

	
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	    Current Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            GST Collected
	
	$0.00
	
	

	            GST Paid
	 
	$0.00
	
	

	      
	
	
	
	

	        Payroll Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            Payroll Deductions Payable
	$1,201.50 
	
	
	

	            PAYG Withholding Payable
	$430.00 
	
	
	

	            Superannuation payable
	$119.43 
	
	
	

	        Total Payroll Liabilities
	
	$1,750.93 
	
	

	    Total Current Liabilities
	
	
	$1,750.93
	

	Total Liabilities
	
	
	
	$1,750.93

	
	
	
	
	

	Net Assets
	
	
	
	$92,226.30 

	
	
	
	
	

	Equity
	
	
	
	

	Confederation Accum Funds
	
	
	$50,150.50 
	

	Retained Earnings
	
	
	$12,771.01 
	

	Current Year Earnings
	
	
	$29,304.79 
	

	Total Equity
	
	
	
	$92,226.30 


Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
▪
On September 26 the DEC Minister, Mr Bob Debus introduced the Sydney Water Catchment Management Amendment (Warragamba) Bill 2006 to exclude a portion of the special areas from having special protection measures applied.  The area concerned is downstream of the dam bounded by the eastern boundary of the Warragamba hydrological catchment, Silverdale Road, Megarritys Creek and fire trail W5F including the townships of Warragamba and Silverdale.  The area excluded totals 494 hectares.  

▪
A Deer Bill, 2006 is passing through parliament to regulate the ownership, deter the release of captive deer and control non-captive deer.  All deer property rights are extinguished if deer escape and property rights are established if deer are caught.  Special requirements are required for the holding of deer.  No provision for awarding costs against owners to eradicate escaped deer seems to be in the legislation.  

▪
NCC is against the Biodiversity Banking Bill.  The bill seems to be an attempt to appease developers and the mining industry.  Cate Faehrmann claims that the scheme will not stop urban land clearing or address overdevelopment biodiversity loss.  

▪
Following the abandonment of promised logging rules on private lands to reduce rampant land clearing in August, a group of foresters under the guise of an independent party organisation called the Southern Cross Group has proposed that “there should be no regulation of logging on private land, and that instead substantial incentive payments (of $200 million each year!) should be given to forest landholders” according to the NPA Executive Officer, Mr Andrew Cox.  According to Cate Faehrmann, NCC Director, this “report is, extraordinarily proposing annual payments of cash to landholders based only on self-assessment and without delivering any lasting conservation outcomes. They can log, graze and burn their forests and still get paid annuities for it under this plan.  It’s basically a ‘pay to exploit’ scheme”.  Environment groups are calling for an introduction of strong rules to control logging on NSW private lands to prevent this type of land clearing.  

Tracks and Access  -  Wilf Hilder

Blue Mountains N.P.   Narrowneck Peninsula is an ongoing embarrassment to me – Jim
Smith’s new book “The Last of the Cox’s River Men – Ben Esgate” – corrects my long promoted name Dixons Ladders (recently destroyed).  This applied to the steel ladders erected by the Public Works Department mid 1964 on the site of the original Dicksons Ladder erected by legendary miner William Dickson in the 1890’s and destroyed in 1924 (see Brian Fox’s Blue Mountains Geographical Dictionary).  On the other hand Jim Barrett has reminded me that the miner’s ladders at Castle Head once existed in spite of my denials and that a cut stone step was found by a Catholic Bushwalkers Club party many years ago on the cliff edge – my sincere apologies Jim.  Local legend claimed that Katoomba tradesmen used to take miners food orders out to Castle Head and lower these provisions on ropes to the miners below.  The stone chimneys of the camp (men only) can still be seen along the tramway tracks and in the nearby bush at Ruined Castle.  The married men’s camp was at the foot of the present Scenic Railway.  

The information on the internet about the Katoomba – Ruined Castle and Glen Shale mines tramways is seriously flawed.  It is a rehashed version of Giff Eardley’s writings in “The Shale Railways of NSW”.  Giff got it wrong too.  Quite a few field trips later I think I have finally got it right.  The horse tramway never ran around the Mount Solitary end of the Ruined Castle.  Graham Holbeach (Sutherland Bushwalking Club) found the tramway on the southern side of Ruined Castle and I found the ruins of the connecting tramway tunnel under the saddle on the Castle Head side of Ruined Castle.  Please go and check it out if you don’t believe me.  

I note that Ninian Melville’s 1934 map, a redrawing of Myles Dunphy’s 1930 Megalong Valley, Cox River and Narrowneck Peninsula map shows TARRO’S LADDER but does not mark or name DUNPHY PASS under Glenraphael Head (then unnamed) despite Myles’s claim of having discovered the pass in January 1914.  

Whaite’s Pass on the low Gangerang Range is better known today as Bungalooloo Spur although both names are shown on Dunphy’s Gangerang map.  This pass is named after Harry Whaite (Warrigal Club) and has no connection with the Whaites family of Katoomba despite their ambitious claims.  See Jim Barrett’s “Place Names of the Blue Mountains and Burragorang Valley” (page 56).  

Jenolan Caves Reserves   The NPWS is proposing to close a number of walking tracks.  First it was the camping area, now it is some walking tracks, what’s next?

Nattai River   Malcolm Hughes, secretary of the Southern Highland Bushwalkers has advised that the owner of the Mt. Flora property will not allow walkers to pass through his property to reach or leave the Nattai River via Stockyard Creek.  The signs pointing to Mt. Flora will be removed.  Perhaps someone should tell the landholder we each carry two insurance policies rather than none.  

Wollemi N.P.  A recent Sydney Morning Herald article written by controversial journalist James Woodford reported further discoveries of an Aboriginal art site and engravings in Wollemi.  This sensational article gives no details of the location but will encourage more people to search for Aboriginal relics and this may lead to despoliation of the sites and make life difficult for future anthropologists.  

Sydney Harbour - Glebe Point   Following the transfer of public lands at Glebe to a developer, the historic Walter Burley Griffin incinerator has been restored and a foreshore track built to link Forsyth Street (near Glebe High School) and Cook Street, on Blackwattle Bay.  Locals claim that following recent land acquisition by Sydney City Council has enabled Council to build a link track from Blackwattle Park to Glebe Point.  This now means you can walk along the foreshores from Glebe Point parklands to Forsyth Street, Blackwattle Bay.  

Insurance-Legal Sub Committee  -  Denise Kruse

Non Bushwalking Risk Management Documents   The Insurance Subcommittee has now recommenced working on the non bushwalking Risk Management documents.  This will also cover non insured activities such as climbing.   We hope to distribute the draft document to member clubs by Christmas for feedback by approximately March 2007.  If your club has suitable guidelines, would you please forward them to me by 1 December 2006.   Email:  d.kruse@bigpond.com.au
Post:  D Kruse, 3/52 Beresford Road, Strathfield  2135.  
Shooting In State Forests   All member clubs need to be aware that shooting of feral animals is now permitted in state forests.   Member clubs should not conduct any activities in state forests when there is shooting occurring or suspected.  Failure to take reasonable precautions to prevent injury/death will negate the Confederation insurance policy.

The Game Council of NSW records the applications for shooting in particular state forests.  IT IS IMPORTANT that prior to your club's activities ,  the leader of the activity contact the Game Council of NSW (currently by telephone 02 6360 5100 Monday to Friday) to confirm whether a shooting application has been made for that particular forest.  Unfortunately a shooter may make an application to the Council via the website up to and including the weekend and there is no avenue for member clubs to obtain updated information over the weekend.

If a shooting application has been granted,  the leader must postpone or cancel the activity.  If the leader believes there has been no shooting application made but during the activity becomes aware there is shooting occurring, then the activity must be abandoned.  Shooting also includes the use of bow and arrow.

Whilst we understand shooters obtain public liability insurance coverage when obtaining their licences we are concerned about the possibility for serious injury and/or death occurring to members and the difficulty in locating the person at fault.  

The Confederation is making representations to the NSW government for a reversal or amendment to the procedures.  We will keep you informed of any developments.

National Park Closures   With the hot weather approaching it is important that member clubs confirm with the NPWS whether a particular park is closed. If a particular park is closed then the activity in that  park has to be postponed or cancelled.

2007 Insurance   Just a reminder to member clubs that we will be sending out the BWA questionnaire in February 2007 for clubs to indicate the level of insurance they require.  It is EXTREMELY important for clubs to indicate the correct level of insurance as we pass that information onto BWA who negotiates the insurance policies based on that information.  

The information your club gives to us is binding on your club and accordingly I recommend your club’s committee approve the information in the questionnaire.  Whilst we recommend your club take out both insurance policies, some member clubs are affiliated with other bodies who already have public liability insurance coverage.  If that applies to your club you need to make enquiries now to ensure you will have the same level of insurance cover as offered by the Confederation.

The questionnaire has to be returned by 31/3/07 and BWA will then commence insurance negotiations.   Once we receive notification from BWA the Confederation will pay the insurance on behalf of member clubs and seek reimbursement from member clubs based on the information in the questionnaire.  

If member clubs do not pay their premium by 30 September 2007 then they will not be covered by the insurance policies nor will they be affiliated with the Confederation.  

If you have any enquiries please contact me at d.kruse@bigpond.com.au.

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  A range of activities occurred during the last month.

BARRINGTON TOPS.  That missing Cessna (from August 1981) still provides a good excuse for training.  There have been many official and private searches for this elusive aircraft which disappeared in bad weather.  Its last movements were not well tracked and it did not have an emergency locator beacon.  (An equally unfound aircraft lost in Canada lead to the development of these beacons commonly called EPIRB)  The training exercise on October 14 / 15 had excellent outcomes with BWRS filling in more blanks on the map in this combined exercise with NSW Police and WICEN radio amateurs.  Search and rescue in NSW increasingly relies on co-ordination of volunteer and paid emergency services personnel.

AIRCRAFT CRASH.   BWRS was called out to assist in the search for the pilot & passenger of a BAC 167 Strikemaster plane.  This ex military aircraft crashed on a joy ride outside Bathurst in rugged forest on Saturday 7 October.  The subsequent fire prevented quick access to check if either person survived.  Initial media reports suggested wing failure.  The website http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAC_Strikemaster mentioned that most aircraft were withdrawn from service when the New Zealand Air Force found fatigue cracking of the wings!  

INDUCTION WEEKEND.  These good outcomes in the past months are the result of our BWRS training program.  The first step in our program is an induction weekend that introduces BWRS to prospective members and checks their suitability.  The overnight induction walk in the Ettrema Creek area on 23 / 24 September was very enjoyable.  

VRA.  BWRS was part of the annual memorial service to remember volunteers killed during emergency services duty held at Mrs Macquarie’s Chair on Sunday 15 October.  Names of all persons killed (from SES, RFS, Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol, Australian Volunteer Coast Guard Association and VRA) are listed on a large sandstone slab.  Next Saturday, 21 October, two members of BWRS will attend the Annual Conference of the VRA at Bankstown Sports Club.  See the VRA website at http://www.rescue.org.au for more background about the VRA and a list of over 70 member squads. 

WEBSITE.  A revamped BWRS website is about to go live with improved layout and general appearance.  The many links will remain including the link to Confederation and to the Volunteer Rescue Association (VRA).  A promotional DVD on BWRS is also close to completion.

PUBLICITY.   The next Bushwalker newsletter will have a number of items including the report of NavShield 2006, the second article on Distress Beacons (on the use of these beacons), a short item on the latest GPS chip and a brief report of four separate recent callouts.  Both articles on Distress Beacons will appear on the revamped BWRS website and in the next copy of the VRA journal “Search & Rescue”.  The NavShield 2006 report will also appear in the next VRA journal.

MAPS.  Don't miss the map sale of 1:25,000 maps.  While this map sale has been running for some time, maps are still available of some great bushwalking areas.  For sales details see the BWRS website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html 

NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee  -  Andy Macqueen
Gardens of Stone Stage 2 Proposal
Bushwalkers concerned about the conservation of the Newnes Plateau, bothered about shooters in Newnes State Forest, upset by the rampant spread of trail-biking and inappropriate 4WD activity in the area, or worried about the potential for the area to become a huge sand mine, are urged to attend a public meeting on the proposal, on Friday 20 October, 7-9pm, Uniting Church Hall, 223 Katoomba Street.  It is critical and urgent that the proposal gains public support.  

Draft Special Areas Strategic Plan of Management
This plan is on exhibition till 20 October. Attention is drawn to Action 3.3, proposed for Year 3 (2009) of the Plan:  'The SCA in consultation with DEC will develop a recreational visitor management plan for all Schedule 2 lands and for existing authorised access points in Schedule 1 Lands, with a focus on continually managing and reducing impacts on water quality, ecological integrity and cultural heritage.'  I suggest that Confederation makes a submission that the words 'and stakeholders' be inserted after 'DEC'.  

Walking Track Project
The Community Reference Group's second meeting was postponed due to lack of attendance.  It has been rescheduled to 18 October.  Works are continuing at Wentworth Falls as per routine bulletins from the Service.  

Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area Advisory Committee
This committee is up and running, with Joan Domicelj in the chair. Members on the committee who would be most aligned to bushwalkers' interests would be Haydn Washington (conservationist closely involved in various national park and wilderness campaigns) and Lincoln Hall, who represents 'Outdoor self-reliant nature-based recreation' interests.  Each of the three Regional NPWS Advisory Committees involved with reserves in the GBMWHA has an observer on the Committee, but it remains to be seen how all the committees will work together without duplication or conflict.  
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