The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th August 2006 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Jim Callaway (SBW), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Denise Kruse (Span), Michael Maack (Springwood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell (NPA), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Peter Bique (Illawarra), John Clarke (NPA), John Holland (Sutherland), Dodie Green (Yarrawood), Judith Green (WEA Ramblers), Rob Michie (NPA), Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club), Len Sharp (All Nations), Howard Tooth (Bush Club), Dick Weston (Bush Club), Ed Youds (Span)

Apologies   P Hart, C Knight, B Morgan, L Nolan, D Springthorpe, J Resenberger

Visitors   Beth Michie, Thais Turner

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the July Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Clarence Valley Bushwalkers Inc.  re  Insurance Questions


July Minutes

Clubs  -  Receipts, Insurance Documents


Premier Morris Iemma  re Shooters in State Forests


A J Constance, Member for Bega  re Shooters in State Forests


Clarence Valley Bushwalkers Inc.  -  Response re Insurance Questions


Advertising Enquiries


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   M Covi

See Report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See Report.  Our ING Direct account is now open and currently earning interest of 5.75% p.a.  


Marsh Pty. Limited
$69,097.75
NSW Insurance Premiums


Administration Officer
$1,279.00
Salary - July


AustralianSuper
128.80
Super  -  July


Ozanam Industries
600.00
Postage “The Bushwalker”


Office of Fair Trading
36.00
Form Lodgement Fee


M Covi
25.00
Editor Membership Fee


ING Direct
8,000.00
Funds from CMA


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received, transfer of CMA funds and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
M Maack
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker"   R Caffin


No Report tabled.  

6.2
Social Activities   J Wouters

No Report tabled.  

6.3
Training   C Knight

No Report tabled.  

6.4
Conservation   M Maack

•
The NPWS is seeking public comment on five draft fire management strategies for Shoalhaven reserves.  


•
Biobanking law has been criticised by the NCC for allowing developers to redevelop the north coast of NSW with fewer constraints.  

6.5
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


See Report.  

6.6
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


As previously reported the Confederation insurance policies for 2006-07 have been negotiated and paid.  We are now seeking reimbursement from each member club based on the information given in the Insurance Questionnaire.  If your club has not paid or received your invoice please contact me.  

6.7
Website   R Caffin

No Report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See Report tabled.  


(M)
K Maxwell
(S)
H Tooth
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   E Youds


No Report tabled.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


A meeting has been held.  The Blue Mountains Conservation Society has produced a booklet titled “Ground Water”  -  contact the Society for a copy on phone 4757 1872.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area:  It is understood that the long-awaited matter of appointments to the GBMWA Advisory Committee is now on the desk of the Federal Environment Minister, having been approved by the NSW Minister.  


Motion:   That the Representatives' Reports be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Green
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
Shooters in State Forests - The Greens Public Forum, 14th August


Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club) attended the above Forum and advised on the outcome.  Margaret Covi thanked Bob for his attendance;  a summary of Bob’s notes to be provided.  BA Inc. to be advised of this NSW State legislation.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th September 2006 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President's Report  -  Margaret Covi

Confederation has written to the Premier, Morris Iemma, Ian McDonald, Minister for Primary Industries and a number of local Members of Parliament in affected areas about the problems facing bushwalkers in areas of state forest where shooting of feral animals is now permitted.  No replies have been received to date.  A ruling on Confederation's GST position has been applied for from the Australian Tax Office.  Such a ruling usually takes at least 60 days so we are still awaiting a reply.  As we come up to the AGM tonight, I would like to thank all those who have assisted Confederation through the year in many ways - Merrilyn as Administration Officer and the Management Committee and all other office holders.  I appreciate all your efforts.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of July 2006

	

	Assets
	
	
	
	

	    Current Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Cash On Hand
	
	
	
	

	            Cheque Account CBA 00900931
	$82,426.24
	
	
	

	            Cash Management CBA 11213980
	$58,619.30 
	
	
	

	            Petty Cash
	$277.57 
	
	
	

	       Total Cash On Hand
	
	$141,323.11 
	
	

	    Total Current Assets
	
	
	$141,323.11 
	

	    Fixed Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Office Equipment
	
	$523.18
	
	

	            Less depreciation
	
	-$87.00
	
	

	        Furniture & Fixtures
	
	
	
	

	            Traninig Equipment
	$826.00 
	
	
	

	            Less provision depreciation
	-$826.00
	
	
	

	        Total Furniture & Fixtures
	
	$0.00 
	
	

	    Total Fixed Assets
	
	
	$436.18 
	

	Total Assets
	
	
	
	$141,759.29 

	
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	    Current Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            GST Collected
	$0.00 
	
	
	

	            GST Paid
	$0.00 
	
	
	

	      
	
	
	
	

	        Payroll Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            Payroll Deductions Payable
	$1,279.00 
	
	
	

	            PAYG Withholding Payable
	$152.00 
	
	
	

	            Superannuation payable
	$128.78 
	
	
	

	        Total Payroll Liabilities
	
	$1,559.78 
	
	

	    Total Current Liabilities
	
	
	$1,559.78
	

	Total Liabilities
	
	
	
	$1,559.78

	
	
	
	
	

	Net Assets
	
	
	
	$140,199.51 

	
	
	
	
	

	Equity
	
	
	
	

	    Confederation Accum Funds
	
	
	$50,150.50 
	

	    Retained Earnings
	
	
	$12,771.01 
	

	    Current Year Earnings
	
	
	$77,278.00 
	

	Total Equity
	
	
	
	$140,199.51 


Tracks and Access  -  Wilf Hilder

Kanangra – Boyd N.P..   An Apology.  Last month I reported that an Army dispatch rider on his motorcycle is believed to have ridden from Kanangra Walls to Gingra Creek Junction along Gingra Ridge and across the drought stricken Kowmung River to the Cedar Road in 1942. I owe bushwalking author, Jim Barrett a sincere apology as earlier this year he told me of a far greater feat in 1929,  which I omitted.  In 1929 pioneering motorist Reg Johnson drove a small car along the rough sulky (light horse driven cart) track to Kanangra in 1929 and firmly believed he was the first motorist to do so.  Jim informed me that young David Stead (SBW) – recently deceased – rode a motorcycle on the old stock track which skirted the Kanangra Plateau and which was rough in places then along Gingra Ridge to the Cedar Road, also in 1929.  This remarkable feat was probably the first motorcycle trip along Gingra Ridge, but was roundly condemned by his mother, the famous author, Christina Stead of the Wildlife Preservation Society.

Blue Mountains N.P.   Mike Pickles (Bush Club) reports that the Leura Amphitheatre Walking Track is closed due to a landslide.  Adelina Falls (Lawson).  Robert Sloss reports that the track from Adelina to Federal Falls is in poor condition, while the Terrace Falls fire road is very eroded.  

Bull Ant Track extension.  Robert also reports that opposite the junction of the Bull Ant Track and Glenbrook Creek a very steep track – Florabella Pass - with cut steps in the rock face ends at Ross Crescent, Blaxland.  Mount Bedford walking tracks from Ingar Picnic Area (still closed) were recleared by the NPWS recently, reports Robert Sloss.  Hydro Majestic tracks, Robert Sloss reports that the loop to Flying Fox Bluff is overgrown, as is the track straight down the hill behind the hotel and the track to Tuckers Stairs.  I note that, - incredible as it seems - Kanangra Walls can be seen in good weather, from the open air verandah at the rear of the bar of the hotel.

Grand Country   In recent times rumours have been circulating about the discovery of an Army Tank on the banks of that well known pollution pond – Lake Burragorang.  Using that grand political principle that the end justifies the means – I have managed to extract the following information from a “leak” in the Recidivists Club.  The tank is just above the 90 metre water level, very close to where bushwalking historians have calculated.  Moody’s “Commodore Ranch” (guesthouse) stood.  I have finally discovered (by even more dubious means) that the grid reference of the tank is 833:478 – Bimlow topo map (2nd edition) just about 250 metres east north - east of the end of the road on Commodores Hill.

Should you have a third edition of the Bimlow topo map you won’t find Sydney Waters’ Butchers Creek camp shown on your map at the eastern end of the Cedar Road, because it has been edited out. Should you want to run the risk of the $11,000 fine and inspect the camp first hand please don’t stare at or into the surveillance cameras, as Sydney Water has a fine collection of photographs of bushwalkers already.  All they need is a few names to start imposing big fines.  Michael Keats (Bush Club) recently spotted on the Spanish border by Basque soldiers, was of course searching for wild dogs (see “The Bushwalker” winter issue).  Don’t tell him that a pack of wild dogs, sorry (I meant dingoes) has been micro chipped and each dog given a Gundungarra name in the Butchers Creek area for research purposes.  I hope Sydney Water doesn’t train them as sniffer dogs.  

Sydney Map Shop   now located in the Land Titles office in Queens Square. This year they have finally moved the last of their unfolded (flat) map stock to the Land Titles Office. Not everyone wants to fold their own maps, but anything would have to be better than their unfriendly folded topo maps. The bad news is that maps rose in price on 1st July, but fortunately the rises were reasonable.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas)  BWRS brings credit to the bushwalking community and Confederation through involvement in TrailWalker, NavShield and callouts for missing persons etc. 

CALLOUT.  Ten BWRS members responded to a callout on Tuesday 8/08/06 by NSW Police for a forensic search outside HMAS Albatross near Nowra.  Line searching was conducted over a large area for items to add to other items found from a missing Bankstown sex worker.  Extensive resources were deployed that included SES, RFS and Police horses / trail bikes.  The skills of BWRS were acknowledged when we were selected as experienced searchers for a particular high probability area.  Unfortunately, the Tuesday search was unable to add to the significant items found on Monday 7/08/06.

NAVSHIELD.  NavShield 2006 held on 1 / 2 July is now a pleasant memory.  All checkpoint flags have now been retrieved.  NavShield is run by BWRS as a bush navigation training event for the emergency services.  As usual it is was in a different area this year and allowed bushwalkers to practice bush navigation in either the one day or two day event.    Results can be found at the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au  Don’t miss NavShield 2007.

TRAINING.   Last weekend (12 / 13 August) BWRS members did revision training at Cataract Scout Park.  First Aid, stretcher skills & radio technique were revised in preparation for TrailWalker.  There was extensive hands on practice of the lightweight two part stretcher that was purchased from an NRMA Community Grant in 2005.   The stretcher was carried / passed a number of ways to simulate patient evacuation from TrailWalker (this has happened in the past). 

TRAILWALKER.  As usual BWRS will provide safety assistance for the Oxfam charity fund raiser, TrailWalker, on 25 / 27 August.  This is a great chance to practice our rescue and co-ordination skills as we have teams on first and second response for the 48 hours of the event.  TrailWalker is an enjoyable event.  The atmosphere is friendly and in past years I have done terrific moonlight walks to resolve problems. 

EPIRB.  You will find one of two articles I have written on distress beacons in the August Bushwalker newsletter.  These articles were written in response to questions from a Confederation Club.  This first article is about how distress beacons operate and contains some technical information plus web addresses for further information.  A new system of digital beacons that operate on 406MHz is being phased in.  As of 1 February 2009 satellite monitoring of the existing system of analogue beacons will stop.  The theme of the second article on EPIRBs (that should appear in the November Bushwalker newsletter) is about why and when you would use a distress beacon.  Both articles will be placed on the BWRS website www.bwrs.org.au
FIRST AID.  The St John Ambulance Senior First Aid Certificate courses run by BWRS are a great way to learn First Aid.  While these courses include a heavy emphasis on calling “000” for most emergencies, our experienced Instructor makes the course relevant to bushwalking. The latest method for CPR (as taught) is a significant change from past instruction.  The next BWRS First Aid course will be 4 / 5 November 2006.

FIRST AID REGISTRATION.  To join our BWRS First Aid courses you MUST register on-line and pay the FULL course fee in advance to confirm your enrolment.  Full course details (including answers to all the common questions) are on the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au 

At the BWRS website you will also find details of alternative (non bushwalker oriented) St John Ambulance Senior First Aid Certificate courses that are held monthly. 

MAPS.  Don't miss the map sale of 1:25,000 maps.  While this map sale has been running for some time, maps are still available of some great bushwalking areas.  For sales details see the BWRS website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html 

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au 
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