The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 16th May 2006 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Robyne Hobson (Sutherland), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Barbara Mitchell (NPA), Brian Morgan (Yarrawood), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Peter Bique (Illawarra), Geoff Dale (Span), Rob Michie (NPA), Len Sharp (All Nations), David Springthorpe (CMW), Howard Tooth (Bush Club), Dick Weston (Bush Club)

Apologies   J Callaway, M Keats, D Kruse, W Hilder, B Michie, R Minnaert, E Youds

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the April Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted with the following correction:


Item 6.2:  Delete words after ‘re’ and insert “placement of an additional Confederation commemoration plaque at Splendour Rock with names of known bushwalkers who fought and died in WWII”.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Hobson

CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out

Bankstown Bushwalking Club  -  advice re Committee changes


WEA Ramblers  -  Unfinancial Members leading and attending club activities


M Keats, The Bush Club  -  Replacement Visitors Book, Splendour Rock


SBW  -  Response re Proposed removal of maximum Affiliation Fee


Springwood Club  -  Various questions;  an insurance perspective


Employers Mutual NSW Ltd.  -  Workers Compensation Renewal


The Colong Foundation - Fifth National Wilderness Confer. 8-10 September

3.1
WEA Ramblers Letter


Howard Tooth advised that more information be sought from the club to fully answer the question posed.  

3.2
Sydney Bush Walkers - Response re Proposed Removal of Max. Affil. Fee


The President read SBW’s response.  Howard Tooth advised that the club’s insurance quotes from another broker did not better the terms/conditions of Confederation’s insurance policies.  

3.3
Springwood Bushwalker Club’s Questions


Club to be advised to peruse Risk Management Policy and discuss other issues amongst club members.  


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
R Hobson
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   M Covi

See report tabled.  


Adventure Victoria’s Update No. 16 regarding that State’s Department of Sustainability and Envionment’s proposal to impose licence conditions on access to public land for clubs and associations to be circulated to all clubs.  


(M)
L Sharp
 (S)
H Tooth
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


$5,000 to be transferred from the Cash Management Account into the Cheque Account.  Tax refund received $1,524.00;  March BAS $69.00.  


Administration Officer
$1,012.00
Salary - April


Super. Trust of Australia
99.65
Superannuation - April


M Covi
175.31
Melb. Air Fares, BA Inc.


Ozanam Industries
864.00
Postage/Envelopes


NPA
88.75
Internet/Photocopying


H Tooth
308.41
Melb. Air Fares, BA Inc.


R Hobson
73.10
Expenses Claim


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
H Tooth
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker"   R Caffin


No report tabled.  

6.2
Social Activities   J Wouters

Jan Wouters again stated his request re plaque at Splendour Rock.  

6.3
Training   C Knight

No report tabled.  

6.4
Conservation   M Maack

No report tabled.  

6.5
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


No report tabled.  

6.6
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


No report tabled.  

6.7
Website   R Caffin

No report tabled.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
R Hobson
(S)
B Morgan
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See report tabled.  


(M)
K Maxwell
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   E Youds


No report tabled.  

8.2
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No report tabled.  

8.3
NP&WS Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No report tabled.  

9.
General Business
9.1
Travel Pack donated by Alex Tucker


Jan Wouters has purchased Prudence Tucker’s travel pack.  Purchase price of $160.00 is donated to Confederation on Alex’s instructions.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th June 2006 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President's Report  -  Margaret Covi

I have received from Adventure Victoria an update on the Outdoor Recreation Council's ( ORC's ) deliberations and will forward this with the minutes to all clubs as its ramifications are relevant to us all.  It proposes that the Adventure Activity standards which apply to commercial operators should apply to clubs.  

There have been previous verbal assurances from ORC that they will not apply their restrictions to clubs but this has not been followed up in writing.  At the moment ORCs recommendations are being considered in Victoria & similar restrictions have been considered in South Australia and BWA have been following the matter.  As far as we know it is not currently under consideration in NSW but it is important that we are vigilant to ensure that it is not applied in NSW and support other states in any attempt to curtail our freedom to conduct our activities.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

	Balance  Sheet

	

	As of April 2006

	

	

	Assets
	
	
	
	

	    Current Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Cash On Hand
	
	
	
	

	            Cheque Account CBA 00900931
	$3,835.61
	
	
	

	            Cash Management CBA 11213980
	$61,458.39 
	
	
	

	            Petty Cash
	$269.35 
	
	
	

	       Total Cash On Hand
	
	$65,563.35 
	
	

	       Trade Debtors
	
	$1,520.00 
	
	

	    Total Current Assets
	
	
	$67,083.35 
	

	    Fixed Assets
	
	
	
	

	        Office Equipment
	
	$509.09
	
	

	        Furniture & Fixtures
	
	
	
	

	            Traninig Equipment
	$826.00 
	
	
	

	            Less provision depreciation
	($660.00)
	
	
	

	        Total Furniture & Fixtures
	
	$166.00 
	
	

	    Total Fixed Assets
	
	
	$675.09 
	

	Total Assets
	
	
	
	$67,758.44 

	
	
	
	
	

	Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	    Current Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	         Trade Creditors
	
	$0.00
	
	

	        GST Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            GST Collected
	$368.49 
	
	
	

	            GST Paid
	($622.35) 
	
	
	

	        Total GST Liabilities
	
	($253.86) 
	
	

	        Income tax payable
	
	($1,524.00)
	
	

	        Payroll Liabilities
	
	
	
	

	            Payroll Deductions Payable
	$1,012.00 
	
	
	

	            PAYG Withholding Payable
	$516.00 
	
	
	

	            Superannuation payable
	$99.63 
	
	
	

	            ATO Account
	$1.00 
	
	
	

	        Total Payroll Liabilities
	
	$1,628.63 
	
	

	    Total Current Liabilities
	
	
	($149.23)
	

	Total Liabilities
	
	
	
	($149.23)

	
	
	
	
	

	Net Assets
	
	
	
	$67,907.67 

	
	
	
	
	

	Equity
	
	
	
	

	Confederation Accum Funds
	
	
	$50,069.50 
	

	Retained Earnings
	
	
	$256.11 
	

	Current Year Earnings
	
	
	$17,582.06 
	

	Total Equity
	
	
	
	$67,907.67 


Tracks and Access  -  Wilf Hilder

New Maps   The Lands Department’s Land & Property Information Branch have in the last six months or so released the following 1:25,000 scale topographic maps of particular interest to bushwalkers:- Barralier, Canyonleigh, Gerroa, Mittagong, Moss Vale (released June ‘05), Wingello and Yalwal.

Harbour To Hawkesbury Walking Track   I was privileged on the 6th April to attend the Official opening of this track by Dr. Peter MacDonald, Mayor of Manly.  The track runs from Manly along the Manly to Spit walk and turns off at the northern end of the Spit bridge to Bantry Bay via Seaforth.  It then follows existing tracks through Garigal National Park crossing Main Creek, Bantry Bay on the great Natural Bridge (sandstone arch).  The track follows existing tracks from Roseville Bridge to St. Ives and crosses Mona Vale Road at the traffic lights at Kitchener Street.  From here it crosses St. Ives Chase to the start of the newly upgraded Warrimoo Track and follows it through Ku-ring-gai Chase N.P. to Bobbin Head and along the foreshore track to Berowra train station.  Here it joins the Benowie Track which connects it with the Great North Walk.  The rebuilt Seaforth Oval to Bantry Bay track has some of the finest stone steps (cut out of solid rock) I have ever seen and I have congratulated the NPWS staff on an outstanding effort.  The lavish brochure on the H to H walk is available from some NPWS Information Centres and I presume the Manly Council’s Information Centre at Manly Wharf.  I also have a few copies for distribution.

Marie Byles Walk   This walk was designed by Janet Bloomfield (NPA) and runs from Patonga to Newcastle – see guidebook.  Gosford City Council have decided to get in on the act and are running a so called Five Lands Walk from McMasters Beach to Terrigal on Sunday 24th June from 0800 to 1500 (3pm) Experienced walkers are invited to join the walk.  Further details from the Manager, Community Services Development, Gosford City Council on (02) 4325 8348.

Seniors Walks   TV star, veteran suburban walker Alan Waddell led 2 walks for the general public in the Waverton area during Seniors Week on 7th April.  Alan was overwhelmed with phone enquiries and had to decline to take the substantial overflow of potential starters.  There has to be a moral in this story for Confederation’s Sydney based bushwalking clubs.

Walking and Bicycling Promotion   Manly and Marrickville Councils have issued nice free brochures with detailed maps promoting walking , cycling and public transport. Surely our long honeymoon with the private motor car is not over yet Paddy? (Pallin).

Day Walks In The Therabulat Country (Wild Dogs)   Michael Keats (the Doyen (duke) of the dogonne Wild Dog country) is about to release his latest book based on his four year exploration of the ever popular doggy country.  With 200 pages of copiously illustrated and indexed text this A5 format book is a  treasure that every Wild Dog Ranges lover will enjoy.  Copies are only available from Michael Keats, 33 Livingstone Avenue, PYMBLE. NSW 2073 for the very reasonable price of $28-80 including packing and postage (no extra charge for an autographed copy of the book)

GPS Hassles   Michael Keats who always supplies me and his club with an unbelievable amount of useful information, reports that on a recent walk in cloudy weather in the Blue Mountains his GPS did not work due to the cloud cover. Most walkers know that in heavily forested country with a closed canopy or a very narrow slot canyon they won’t work either.  Anyone for a whiteout on their next Blue Mountains or Snowy Mountains walk?

The Big Dry   The drought continues to tighten its grip on central NSW. On the Kangaroo and Shoalhaven Rivers the stored water level above the TALLOWA DAM wall is just below the 40 metre contour line.  Rachael Melrose (SUBW) reports that Ettrema Creek is not flowing above Jones Creek junction.  This means that you cannot rely on getting water in the side creeks above Jones Creek junction.  Michael Keats (Bush Club) – doyen of the Wild Dog Ranges – reports that the Kowmung River is not running at Hatchers Hollow locality.  Surely his GPS needs recalibrating as Hatchers Hollow is in the Upper Kowmung, a long way from the Wild Dog Ranges.  It is normally accessed by Irrae Gower Ridge (map reference for Hatchers Hollow is, Yerranderie map 276 257).  Jim Smith (Warragamba Walking Club) reports that the Kowmung can be crossed about 100 metres below the dry Christy’s Creek junction by rock hopping and barely getting the soles of you footwear wet.  Jim also reports that the roadside dams along Scotts Main Range have reasonable amounts of water left in them except for the important dam at the top of the Cedar Road on the Kowmung side of Scotts Main Range.  This tiny dam appears to have been as dry as a “dead dingo’s donger” for years.  It should be noted that the topographic maps (all editions) do not show all the dams along Scotts Main Range.

Warragamba Dam  A confidential “leak” from the Recidivists Club states that the level of the stored water is now only 90 metres above mean sea level and this means that the last rapid on the Cox River is some 2 km downstream from Kedumba River junction and below Policeman Point in ( 11 ) Grand Country.  The Reedy Creek crossing on the main Kedumba Valley Road is now dry, but the adjacent waterhole – a feature of the Gundungurra tribal legend of Garrangatch and  Mirrigan still has plenty of water in it.  I would expect that there is no water available at Mt. Solitary.  The dam east of Medlow Gap – Lake Birrell – near Session Hut in Grand Country is reported to be low and undrinkable.  Mobbs Soak is reported as almost dry, but water is still available in pools in Breakfast Creek near the fire road crossing.  Robert Sloss, well known bushwalking guidebook author (NPA)  reports that the Nattai River is not running at MacArthurs Flat.  

The moral of these reports is clear – carry plenty of water in areas away from major rivers.

Sydney Catchment Authority and its predecessors Sydney Water and  the Water Board have for many years run ranger 4WD patrols from Megalong Valley to Kedumba Valley on Saturday and Sunday afternoons.  They also run ranger 4WD patrols on the southern side of the catchment area.  In the early 1960’s three of us were caught by a ranger on White Dog Ridge.  Next day I “negotiated” the now well known walking corridors of Mt. Cookem and Beloon Pass with Dr. Flynn, Chief Medical Officer of the Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and Drainage Board ( MWSDB or just the Water Board).  The corridors then only applied to all bushwalking clubs and club badges had to be worn by all club members on the walk.  It was a gentlemen’s agreement and not to be publicized outside the Federation of Bushwalking Clubs at that time.

Following my complaints early last year to Andy MacQueen (Springwood Bushwalkers and Blue Mountains N.P. Advisory Committee) regarding the “no walking” signs on the Cookem “Highway”, I was recently delighted to see a new “Warragama Walking Corridors” map on a huge costly sign at the junction of the Cookem Highway and the Cedar Road (Old Kowmung House locality).  I have not yet seen a similar sign at Medlow Gap – over to you Andy.

Following an anonymous  phone call from the Recidivists Club I learned that the Sydney Catchment Authority (SCA) is now running low altitude helicopter patrols over Lake Burragerang on Saturdays and Sundays at lunchtime and again late in the afternoon.  I understand these patrols include a surveillance of the Cox River as far upstream as Black Dog Ridge.  Robert Sloss (NPA) well known bushwalking author rang me a week later to inform me that the SCA had advertised their inner catchment area helicopter surveillance patrols in Southern Highlands newspapers.

Well you can’t say I haven’t warned you of the dangers of getting caught walking in that (11) Grand Country, tempting as it is to bushwalkers, especially bushwalking historians.

Kanangra Walls  It is nice to see the NPWS have installed new composting toilets at the Kanangra vehicle park and have cut back some of the overhanging scrub on the plateau track to Gingra Ridge.  It was disappointing however to see walkers making a new pad down the nose of Cambridge Spire – a very exposed route - when some 15 metres from the top of the nose – on the Arabanoo Creek side is a steep – but safe –  gully through the top cliff line, which has been used by bushwalkers for over 50 years.

Blue Mountains NP  The NPWS have closed the ancient wooden Lillian’s Bridge on the cliff top walk between Leura Golf Course and Wentworth Falls, over the canyon section of the Valley of the Waters Creek.  Fortunately the NPWS are planning to replace Lillian’s Bridge.  As work is still proceeding on National Pass , intending walkers should ring the NPWS Heritage Centre, Blue Mountains Region on  (02) 4787 8877 (7 days,0900 to1630) for the latest track closures etc.  I note that Lillian’s Bridge was named after Elizabeth Lila Murray in 1898, see Brian Fox’s Upper Blue Mountains Geographical Encyclopedia (2nd edition) page 102.  

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is respected as a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA – the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas)  BWRS brings credit to the bushwalking community and Confederation through involvement in TrailWalker, NavShield and callouts for missing persons etc. 

TRIP EMERGENCIES.  As mentioned last month I have written two articles for the “Bushwalker” newsletter that is here tonight.  “Let Someone Know Before You Go” is a reminder of the simple things you should do before you go and whilst on your bushwalk.  “What If It Goes Wrong” concerns raising the alarm when things go wrong during your bushwalk.  The advice offered is general in nature since bushwalking can be a very variable activity.  However, the advice is slightly changed from the past to reflect the changes in communication technology.

The third article “Bushwalkers Are Never Lost” in this latest “Bushwalker” must be read in conjunction with the above two articles.  Many overdue bushwalks just need a reasonable time of delay to resolve their problems.  Improved communication / more reliable motor vehicles must have changed (reduced) ‘what is a reasonable time’.  If you have any doubt or concern regarding an overdue bushwalk do NOT delay calling BWRS or “000”   

These articles are intended as a basis for Confederation Clubs to review their safety procedures.  The August “Bushwalker” will have a final article from this point of view of what to do if your Club members have not returned from their bushwalk.   

NAVSHIELD.  Nav 2006 will be held on 1 / 2 July so it is not far away.  This year’s drive will definitely be shorter than last year.  As usual the location will not be revealed until the week before the event.  NavShield is run by BWRS as a bush navigation training event for the emergency services.  It is always in a different area each year and very enjoyable.  Don’t miss this great opportunity for your Club members to practice bush navigation in either a one day or two day event.  For more details see the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
Last weekend was a very enjoyable time as we set the first checkpoints and explored the course.  While the undergrowth of the area is not as clear as Coolah Tops there is still some outstanding gorge scenery.  Navigation may be challenging (to some) as there is far more detail on the ground than the map implies.  

MAP SALE of 1:25,000 maps.  Price has been dropped to clear out remaining stocks.  Some maps still available of some great bushwalking areas.  

See BWRS website http://www.bwrs.org.au/mapsale/index.html for sales details.

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  PUT your bushwalking skills to good use.  GET involved in BWRS!  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary, John Tonitto on 9899 9463 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au
