The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 20th December 2005 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.40 p.m.  

Present   Margaret Covi (Watagan Wanderers), Jim Callaway (SBW), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Robyne Hobson (Sutherland), Denise Kruse (Span), Barbara Mitchell (NPA), Brian Morgan (Yarrawood), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Administration Officer

Peter Bique (Illawarra Ramblers), Judith Green (WEA Ramblers), Bob Minnaert (Outdoor Club), Len Sharp (All Nations), David Springthorpe (CMW), Dick Weston (Bush Club), Ed Youds (Span)

Apologies   Keith Maxwell, Howard Tooth

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the November Meeting have been circulated.  


The Vice President commented that the Treasurer had seconded a Motion at Item 8 but is not an elected Delegate;  also that it could be construed in the “Present” section that the Treasurer is an NPA Delegate.  


Motion:   That (1) Present - names and clubs to be shown (as currently);  and (2) Delegates Present – relevant clubs to be indicated.  


(M)
R Hobson
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Hobson
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


The President advised that, at the request of The Bush Club, a letter had been sent to State Rail supporting that club’s submission on the new train timetable re Request Stop at Otford weekend mornings.  


(M)
R Hobson
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

3. Correspondence  -  In

Springwood Bushwalking Club  -  Insurance Query


Nimbin Bushwalkers Club Inc.  -  Affiliation Application


NP&WS  - update on Garrie redevelopment


(M)
D Kruse
 (S)
B Morgan
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   M Covi

See report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   B Mitchell


See report tabled.  


Administration Officer
$1,248.00
Salary - November


Super Trust of Australia
126.35
Superannuation – November


Telstra
81.55
Office Phone


Southwood Press
3,239.50
“The Bushwalker” Nov. Edition


Motion:   That the Financial Statement be received and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Weston
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker"   R Caffin


The President tabled a request from Roger Caffin for the purchase of Adobe Creative Suite for educational industry reduced price of $530.00.  


(M)
 R Hobson
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

6.2
Social Activities   J Wouters

No report.  

6.3
Publicising Bushwalking

Position Vacant

6.4
Training   C Knight

See report tabled by the President.  Training Officer seeks approval to email all State Training Officers and BA Inc. re sharing and comparing of training standards  -  see text of proposed email in the TO Report.  

Motion:   That approval be granted to liaise with all State Federations and BA Inc.; with the words “and other outdoor activities” to be inserted after every mention of the word “bushwalking” and email to be sent “on behalf of Confederation”.  


(M)
D Kruse
(S)
R Hobson
CARRIED

6.5
Conservation   M Maack

No report tabled.  

6.6
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


Verbal report given.  

6.7
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


A draft Risk Management document for non-bushwalking activities will be circulated to clubs in the new year.  

6.8
Website   R Caffin

The Administration Officer advised that three acceptances had been received from commercial entities for listing under Confederation’s fee based “Bush Pages” Online Directory Listing.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
R Hobson
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See report tabled by the President.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
R Hobson
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   E Youds


No report tabled.  

8.2
Kosciusko Community Forum   W Hilder

No report tabled.  

8.3
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No report tabled.  

9.
General Business
9.1
Confederation Information Card  -  decision to be made on how the card is to be distributed.  

9.2
NP&WS - Increase in Park Entry Fees


The President tabled an email sent to the Editor from Glen Hughes re increase.  


Motion:   That Denise Kruse draft a letter to Minister Debus re increase.  


(M)
D Kruse
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

9.3
Installation of Office Computer


The Administration Officer tabled her personal thanks to Sam McGuiness, NPA Administration Manager and Ray Mitchell, Systems Administrator for their work on the installation of the office computer.  


Motion:   That the President send an official thank you.  


(M)
R Hobson
(S)
J Callaway
CARRIED

9.4
Nimbin Bushwalkers Club Inc.  -  Affiliation Application


Motion:  That the Nimbin Bushwalkers Club Inc. be accepted for affiliation.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 17th January 2006 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President's Report  -  Margaret Covi

Thank you for coming out to the meeting tonight on what is a fairly  inconvenient night so close to Xmas.  

The Adventure Activity Standards (AAS) is a matter that still requires our attention. I have had further discussion with David Reid of Vicwalk & David Marcroft of Walkers SA , Bill Gehling of BWA having passed my comments on to them. David Marcroft of SA sent the latest version of the AAS. The AAS has been modified somewhat and did not need other standards and that we were different from the groups who supported AAS, in that they took out on adventure activities children & members of the public who usually have no bushwalking skills. Our members have skills to be able to look after themselves. This is still why we are different from the organisations who have put their name to the AAS. The new draft seems to recognise the concept of dependent participants, which are generally different from our walkers.  The new draft seems to have softened a bit, eg stressing it is voluntary, & saying it is advisory & may not meet all needs, so maybe things will work out. It stresses the need for Risk Management & I think we all realise these days that this is necessary & have no problem with this.  

David Reid from Vicwalk says that the AAS in Victoria are clearly stated to be voluntary guidelines, are said to have no force in law, should be interpreted to suit each organisation's  situation & provide another source of information when developing risk management guidelines. He aso says, "I think having our needs included in AAS is important for another reason.  In the event of litigation AAS may be used to judge us and we have no control over that.  I think it is far better that if AAS is used for that purpose that it reflects our position.  Our legal adviser made the point to us some time ago that if for example AAS only covered commercial groups and some dependent groups that still does not preclude AAS being used by a court as one of the benchmarks when deciding whether we have been negligent."  

Both states urged Confederation should try to have their procedures recognised as an alternative to AAS & we need to follow up the matter further if the standards are likely to be introduced to NSW.  

I would like to extend all delegates & club members my best wishes for a happy Xmas & New Year.  

Treasurer's Report  -  Barbara Mitchell

Balance  Sheet







As of November 2005







Assets





    Current Assets





        Cash On Hand





            Cheque Account CBA 00900931
$12,399.60 




            Cash Management CBA 11213980
$62,602.78 




            Petty Cash
$249.71 




       Total Cash On Hand

$75,252.09 



       Trade Debtors

$3,355.00 



    Total Current Assets


$78,607.09 


    Fixed Assets





        Furniture & Fixtures





            Traninig Equipment
$826.00 




            Less provision depreciation
($660.00)




        Total Furniture & Fixtures

$166.00 



    Total Fixed Assets


$166.00 


Total Assets



$78,773.09 







Liabilities





    Current Liabilities





        GST Liabilities





            GST Collected
$534.84 




            GST Paid
$664.53 




        Total GST Liabilities

$1,199.37 



        Income tax payable

($1,524.00)



        Payroll Liabilities





            Payroll Deductions Payable
$1,248.00 




            PAYG Withholding Payable
$321.00 




            Superannuation payable
$126.33 




            ATO Account
$1.00 




        Total Payroll Liabilities

$1,696.33 



    Total Current Liabilities


$1,371.70 


Total Liabilities



$1,371.70 







Net Assets



$77,401.39 







Equity





Confederation Accum Funds


$49,325.50 


Retained Earnings


$256.11 


Current Year Earnings


$27,819.78 


Total Equity



$77,401.39 

Training  -  Chris Knight

I am continuing my discussions about the training standards and will hopefully have proposals early in the new year.  I have submitted draft emails for approval by the meeting for sending to the other states and territories suggesting that we share and compare resources so that clubs throughout Australia are seen to be carrying out the motto and therefore do not require formal certification. I wish all bushwalkers a Merry Christmas and a prosperous and joyful New Year.  Happy holiday walking!  

Text of proposed email to all State Training Officers and BA Inc.:

“I am pursuing the objective of collecting the training programs or syllabuses from each club in the NSW Confederation to share and compare resources.  Our motto is 'walk safely - walk with a club' and this sharing and comparing of resources is an attempt to encourage the members of our clubs to carry out bushwalking activities safely, and to be seen by the public and land managers and rescue authorities to be doing that.  This will hopefully prevent the desire or the need for formal certification to be imposed on our clubs for parties or party leaders.  

Can you please advise me whether you have carried out this objective or have these details from your member clubs on file - my further objective is to share and compare resources from clubs around Australia and to prevent the need for certification to be imposed across the country.  I note that some states are considering imposing Adventurous Activities Standards and this sharing and comparing could prevent that. Chris Knight, Training Officer"  

Tracks and Access  -  Wilf Hilder
Harbord Tunnel   (local name "The Worm Hole"). A recent check showed that this tunnel is situated approximately 100 metres around the rock platform from the rock baths at the northern end of North Steyne beach, (I noted the surf life saving club in this area is named Queenscliff).  The slightly curved tunnel is some 200 cm in height and about 1 metre wide at floor level, arching towards the roof of the tunnel and is some 15 metres in length.  The walking pad to Freshwater  Beach, (situated in Queenscliff Bay) is quite rough and bouldery in places and generally keeps as close to the cliff as possible. The length of the rough walking pad from North Steyne pool to Freshwater Beach via the Harbord Tunnel is approximately 1 km.

Tallowa Dam   Following vigorous local protests regarding the raising of the wall of the dam by up to 10 metres, the Premier told the locals that nothing would be done without further consultation.  He admitted that the new 100 km pipe line from the Shoalhaven River to Sydney would cost $700 million and would be constructed in the next couple of years, no doubt to ease  Sydney's increasing thirst for water as the population continues to increase.

Gooch's Crater   is situated on one of the main headwater tributaries of the Wollangambe River.  This feature was rediscovered by the late Nick Gooch (Springwood Bushwalking Club).  It is definitely not a crater - volcanic or meteorite.  It is, to use the most appropriate geographical term for this unique feature, an anabranch or billabong formed by prominent joint planes in the sandstone.  It is today a swamp and is shown incorrectly on the Wollangambe map as a small horseshoe bend in the stream, which was probably accurate many thousands of years ago. Army surveyor Major Clews who prepared the 1930's Wollangambe Military map named the well known crater in the middle section of the river (upper section) was of the opinion that it was a meteorite crater - recent evidence in regard to the thickness of the surrounding quartzite collar suggests he was correct.  I believe that there is no evidence to prove it is a volcanic crater.

Sydney Map Shop   The Land & Property Information Section of the Lands Department moved their Map Sales outlet months ago from the Lands Dept. building in Bridge Street, City to its Queens Square building adjacent to the Hyde Park Barracks.  The Map Sales outlet now only carries its own maps plus the STEP maps of the Lane Cove River and Middle Harbour.  At present only some of the unfolded LPI maps (for those who prefer their own folding system) are available at Queens Square, the remainder have yet to be transferred from Bridge Street.

NP&WS Shop in the Rocks has been closed for months but a limited range of NPWS brochures on NP's etc. is available from the Department of Conservation and Environment reception area on the 18th floor at 59 Goulburn Street.  Another part of the State Government's economy campaign.

M7   This new motorway runs from Prestons (near Liverpool) and intersects with the South Western Motorway - M5 and runs to Baulkam Hills to join the Hills Motorway (M2).  A glossy brochure promotes a new shared footpath that runs the full length of the new motorway for some 40 km.  It is well lit and separated from the motorway, but hardly an exciting walk.  Cyclists will appreciate it as unlike the motorway it is free.  

Lawrence Hargrave Drive is the coast road that joins Stanwell Park to Austinmer etc. It is about to be reopened following reconstruction of a short section between Coalcliff and Scarborough which has been closed for over 3 years. From the photographs and aerial views of the new section of the road - a bridge over the rock platform - there is no footpath, but I note there are breakdown lanes each side of the bridge.

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad (BWRS) is coming to the end of another busy and interesting year in serving the NSW community.  BWRS is respected a specialist squad of the Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW (VRA - the biggest provider of rescue services in NSW outside the main metropolitan areas).  BWRS brings credit to the bushwalking community and Confederation through involvement in TrailWalker, NavShield and callouts for missing persons, etc.  

RAVA.  The last training activity of 2005 was a RAVA (Remote Area Vertical Access) exercise on Newnes Plateau.  RAVA is being pioneered by BWRS as a group of skills for rapid canyon access.  We have adapted the VM skills accepted by the NSW State Rescue Board to reduce the weight of gear carried to give rapid progress.  Rescue still requires the recognised V3 (vertical rescue, i.e. rescue from heights) skills.  On 3/4 December, RAVA teams went down a number of canyons off Waratah Ridge (the scene of a large scale canyon search in November 2002).  The aim was to check gear / weight taken and communication from canyons. Canyons investigated on this enjoyable exercise included Hole in the Wall, Four Dope and Arch.  HF and UHF (via shadow teams) radio communications were trialled.  Many results came from the systematic measurements.  Ongoing discussion continues within BWRS.  

BWRS has one of the largest groups of VM / V3 Operators in NSW.  Personnel from BWRS are especially useful as VM / V3 Operators due to their bush fitness.  There should be another VM training course in 2006.  

BWRS is keen (needs) to attract experienced bushwalkers from Confederation Clubs to train as operational members, etc. to be available for this sort of callout.  Put your bushwalking skills to good use.  Get involved in BWRS.  See contact details at the bottom of this report.  

First Aid  -  weekend First Aid courses are held twice a year on the last weekend of May and October.  This St John Ambulance Senior First Aid Certificate course is always offered at a discount rate for members of bushwalking clubs for just $100.  Our experienced instructor naturally makes the course relevant to bushwalking.  

First Aid Registration  -  to join our First Aid courses you MUST register online and pay the FULL course fee in advance to confirm your enrollment.  Full course details (including the new venue - still close to public transport) are now on the BWRS website  -  www.bwrs.org.au   Thus the date for the next BWRS First Aid course will be 27/28 May 2006.  

Calendar  -  that bushwalking pocket gem ‘the BWRS Calendar’ is well underway and as usual will be packed with useful information such as Full Moons, Public Holidays, School Holidays, BWRS activities, etc.  I am expecting delivery of the Calendar this week.  Make sure you grab your copy when they are distributed to Confederation Clubs.  

BWRS is a long established community organisation that specialises in bush search and rescue.  BWRS is an informal, friendly group that concentrates on doing not talking.  To join Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad contact our Secretary John Tonitto on 9804 1176 / secretary@bwrs.org.au or visit our website at www.bwrs.org.au  

Mins   20 December 2005
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