The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 21st June 2005 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  

Present   Margaret Covi, President (Watagan Wanderers), Jim Callaway, Vice President (SBW), Wilf Hilder (SBW), Denise Kruse (Span), Michael Maack (Springwood), Keith Maxwell (Mt. Druitt), Brian Morgan, Hon. Secretary (Yarrawood), Jan Wouters (Outdoor Club), Ed Youds (Span), Administration Officer

Paula Akkari, John Bell, Peter Bique, Pal Campbell, Judith Green, Barbara Mitchell, Larry Nolan, Diana Peters, John Resenberger, Len Sharp, Howard Tooth, Wendy Wilson, Helen Wright

Apologies   Bob Cox, Peter Hart, Robyne Hobson, Chris Knight, Tony Miller, Bob Minnaert

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the May Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.


(M)
E Youds
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Nil.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out
Gunnedah Bushwalking Club Inc.  -  Disbanding 30 June 2005

NP&WS  -  GBMWHAC Application Form

ATO  -  Penalty Waived re March BAS

M Keats  -  Application GBMWHAC

The Bush Club  -  Endorsement of M Keats re GBMWHAC


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
B Morgan
CARRIED

4.
President's Report   M Covi

See report tabled.  


(M)
J Wouters
 (S)
M Maack
CARRIED

5.
Treasurer's Report   E Youds


No report tabled.  Ed Youds has been speaking with the ATO re our tax position, GST and BAS.  A letter to the ATO is presently being drafted re recalculation of income tax paid 2003-04.  A bank reconciliation has been completed to 31st May 2005.  


Telstra
84.97
Office Phone


G Hughes
20.00
Petrol/Computer


H Pramana
19.40
Ad. Mgr. Expenses


Administration Officer
1,254.00
Salary - May


Super. Trust of Australia
129.60
Superannuation


Motion:   That a Westpac Society cheque account and a Max-i Direct internet account be opened with authority to operate for President, Vice President and Hon. Secretary.  


(M)
E Youds
(S)
H Tooth
CARRIED


Motion:   That payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
E Youds
(S)
L Sharp
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker"   R Caffin


Margaret Covi reported on progress of the August edition.  All articles for the August 2005 edition to be forwarded to Roger Caffin by end June please.  

6.2
Social Activities   J Wouters

Suggestion that Ms Jean Edgecombe be transported to the 2006 ANZAC Day Splendour Rock Memorial Service via a BWRS training activity.  Jan Wouters to liaise with Keith Maxwell.  

6.3
Publicising Bushwalking   T Miller


No report tabled.  

6.4
Training   C Knight

See report tabled.  

6.5
Conservation   M Maack

See report tabled.  

6.6
Tracks and Access   W Hilder


See report tabled.  

6.7
Insurance-Legal Group   D Kruse


See report tabled.  Denise Kruse again advised that even if a club has only one child member, that club needs to adopt a Child Protection Policy.  The new public liability policy will cover both abseiling and snow skiing activities.  


Motion:   That interim guidelines and risk waiver for abseiling and skiing be drafted for immediate circulation to all clubs.  


(M)
D Kruse
(S)
B Morgan
CARRIED

6.8
Website   R Caffin

A new Advertising Manager is required to tap the pool of potential advertisers.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Callaway
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell

See report tabled.  

Keith Maxwell will table Jan Wouter's suggestion re Ms Jean Edgecombe to the BWRS Training Committee for consideration.  


(M)
K Maxwell
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
Bushwalking Australia Inc.   M Maack


No report tabled.  

Michael Maack to forward BA Inc's cheque for the remainder of Confederation's reimbursement in the sum of $267.52;  Confederation's expenditure incurred on behalf of BA Inc. was $733.52.  

8.2
Kosciusko Community Forum   W Hilder

No report tabled.  

8.3
Blue Mountains World Heritage Advisory Council   M Maack


No report tabled.  

8.4
NP&WS Advisory Committee   A Macqueen

No report tabled.  


Motion:   That the Representatives' Reports be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

9.
General Business
9.1
Change of Banker - Westpac Banking Corporation


A Society cheque account for not-for-profit organisations with no account fees and a high interest Maxi-i Internet bank account to be opened.  


Motion:   That the Commonwealth Cash Management Account be closed with funds being transferred into the cheque account.  


(M)
E Youds
(S)
D Kruse
CARRIED

9.2
Annual Report 2004-05


Brian Morgan advised he requires receipt of all reports by end July.  

9.3
Nomination - Greater Blue M'tains World Heritage Area Advisory Committee


Application for a position on the above Advisory Committee was received from Michael Keats, endorsed by his club The Bush Club Inc.  Application to be forwarded to the NP&WS World Heritage Unit, Katoomba.  


Howard Tooth advised that Michael Keats possessed the relevant experience and would play an active and involved part on the Committee.  Wilf Hilder endorsed those comments.  


Motion:   That Michael Keats be accepted as Confederation's candidate for the GBMWHA Advisory Committee.  


(M)
H Tooth
(S)
W Hilder
CARRIED

9.4
Wilf Hilder reports on the passing of bushwalker Dennis Brown, a long serving member of the Coast and Mountain Walkers of NSW on 21st May.  A quiet achiever, Dennis held the position of Membership Secretary for over 25 years.  

9.5
Article by Dr Kevin Mills - NPA Journal, June-July 2005


Wilf Hilder spoke at length regarding Dr Mills' article "Promoting parks to death?" which voiced criticism of The Budawang Committee's publications.  

10.
Date of next General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th July 2005 at 7.30 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.  

Signed as a true and correct record  .....................................     Date .........................

President's Report  -  Margaret Covi

This month we have been considering insurance and risk management issues again as we receive proposals for renewing our policies and begin work on risk management and waivers in areas other than bushwalking.  

Also we are seeking another Advertising Manager as we have received the resignation of Herry Pramana who took on the job but has since started his own business and no longer has time for the advertising position.  We thank him for his work for us.  Now we are seeking someone else who can take on the position to handle the advertising associated with the magazine and website and will be pleased to hear from anyone who can help us.

(   (   (   (   (   (
Conservation Report  -  Michael Maack
•
An EPA Amendment (infrastructure and Other Planning Reform) Bill 2005 now allows large scale developments to begin with no critical community involvement, EIA or EIS requirement. The government under the minister’s discretion can overrule any local planning instrument or planning law including infringements to NPWS Acts to construct a ‘major infrastructure development’ or ‘critical infrastructure project’. The NCC has a comprehensive analysis of this reversion to governmental centralisation of power on their website at http://www.nccnsw.org.au/parliament/projects/Parliament/part3a.html
•
The NPA is concerned that the State Government is continuing to plan to dispose of 3 million hectares of Crown Lands in the Crown Lands Legislation Amendment Bill 2005. Little allowance has been made to protect sensitive areas within these lands from development once a freehold sale is made according to the NPA other than where wilderness or national parks abut the lands.  

•
NPWS targeting feral goats in Nattai national park. In the first week of June several parks were closed whilst this cull was undertaken.  

Training Report  -  Chris Knight

Please present my apologies for the meeting.  I will hopefully manage to attend the July meeting and will attend the August meeting. 

As other clubs have not responded I assume that they do not have training policies/programs/days and rely on their leaders to be skilled in the activity - anecdotal evidence suggests that leaders in these clubs do have the skills required and that the club members are happy to attend and trust the leaders - and that training days or programs are not arranged as members are happy to walk with the leader and rely on the leader's skills.  I again remind clubs of the need to carry out risk management when planning a walk and to document the process.  A general analysis of planning a walk could be as follows:  

-  Planning the walk - how to travel from the meeting place to the starting place then how to walk to the finishing place then how to travel back to the meeting place

-  Risk analysis - what risks can be reasonably experienced during the activity and how to reduce/minimise/prevent them

-  Techniques and procedures - what techniques and procedures can or should be used to achieve the walk  

There is plenty of material available to enable clubs and individuals to gain an awareness of this analysis and to learn about it - the website provides information about it and there are a number of books on bushwalking which give information and descriptions.  

"Strategies For Risk Management In Outdoor and Experiential Learning" - The Outdoor Professionals, Lindfield, 1994

The Outdoor Recreation Centre - Victoria has recently issued Adventure Activity Standards which provide details on planning a bushwalk and risk analysis

The Scout Association Of Australia, NSW Branch;  State Emergency Services;  Outwood Bound, Dept. of Sport And Recreation;  National Parks and Wildlife Service

Other books such as Bushwalking In Australia - Paddy Palin also give general information on bushwalking.  

Some clubs have prepared guidelines or manuals for use with bushwalking and risk activities so that they can achieve standard practices and ensure that all members participating in those activities achieve those standards.  

Finally, our own risk management framework details the need for risk management and practices for achieving it.  So, where does all this lead to? 

My suggestion is that some details about these matters be placed on the website and in the magazine and that Clubs are actively carrying them out and that we publicise clubs in this regard. I do not consider that any one of the above mentioned resources is suitable in itself to achieve this however a combination of them would provide a document suitable for the Confederation and to possibly suit legislation.  

I will hopefully provide a draft of such a document for the next meeting, and would like to discuss it at that meeting.  

Tracks and Access  -  Wilf Hilder

Oxley Wild Rivers National Park   The N.P.W.S. has constructed elaborate lookouts at Dangar Falls some 20km southeast of Armidale – more congratulations.  These falls should not be confused with the smaller Dangar Falls some 2km north of Dorrigo.

Cathedral Rock National Park   Again the N.P.W.S. deserve praise for the very high standard of track maintenance in this park.  I have yet to see more extensive fields of granite boulders anywhere in NSW – another one of this state’s geological wonders. As in all of the above national parks the camping facilities here are also very good and cost is only $3-00 per person, per night.

Blue Mountains National Park   Jim Smith (Warragamba Walking Club) reports that the N.P.W.S. have replaced the rusted out steel ladder at Roberts Pass (near Lindemans Pass) and repaired the foot track in recent years – well done N.P.W.S.

Warragamba Dam   The water storage levels continue to fall due to the drought/(below average rainfall) with the present level of below 36% of available water, some bushwalking historians have claimed that the present water level is shown by the 90 metre contour line on the topographical maps.

Budawang Bushwalking & Camping Strategy By NPWS   The deadline for submissions on this contentious document is the end of July.  One of the Strategy’s contentions is that class 6 foot tracks be not promoted or publicised.  Class 6 foot tracks are negotiable or bushwalking routes and have been drawn on maps for well over 100 years.  Myles Dunphy used them on all his maps and almost certainly was responsible for getting the Lands Department to show them on the 1932 Edition of the Blue Mountains and Burragorang map and later editions of this map.  The Budawang Committee has been condemned by the N.P.W.S. got publicising negotiable (bushwalkers routes). The Nowra office of the N.P.W.S. closed the SEVEN MILE BEACH NP CAMPING AREA after neglecting it for years. (They also closed the Fitzroy Falls Camping Area years ago – after letting it run down – and before the Plan of Management were finalised).  The new facilities at Seven Mile Beach are for day visitors only – campers are no longer welcome.  

Sydney Harbour National Park   The long awaited controversial track between Middle Head Road, Georges Heights and Balmoral Park was officially opened on Friday 27 May.  Bob Minnaert kindly took my place to represent Confederation at this historic ceremony.  This track joins the Chowder Bay/Clifton Gardens Track to Georges Head which was only opened a few years ago.

Sydney Olympic Park – Newington Armory   Restricted access – is now open each Sunday to 28th August, when it will close again.  The two entrances to the former munitions depot are Newington Armory wharf, 1.6 km by footpaths upstream of the Sydney Olympic Park Ferry wharf, Parramatta River or Jamison Street, Silverwater.  The fascinating narrow gauge railway (2.6 km in length) which operated one day in Seniors Week this year is not running at present.  For further information ring 9714 7888.  Thank you to Paula Akkari (W.E.A. Ramblers) for the latest information.  
Insurance Legal Sub Committee  -  Denise Kruse

I have been notified by Howard Tooth, BWA, that the Confederation insurance negotiations have concluded and the policies will be issued from 1 July 2005.  The policy will be initially paid by the Confederation who will then seek reimbursement from member clubs.  It is not anticipated that the premiums will increase.  

The 2005/6 insurance policies will be along the same lines as our current policies with the exception that abseiling and skiing will now be included in the Confederation public liability insurance.  

This additional coverage is subject to the Confederation having in place a risk waiver/guidelines for both abseiling and skiing.  The subcommittee is currently preparing a Risk Management document in respect to non bushwalking activities but those documents will not be ready by 1 July 2005.

The subcommittee was granted permission at last night’s Confederation meeting to prepare an interim risk waiver/guidelines for skiing and abseiling.   In the meantime would clubs who intend to participate in those activities contact me so that the interim documents can be distributed.

Lastly, arising from comments made by member clubs we sought clarification from the NSW Commission for Children and Young People in respect to child protection.  The President requested the Commission clarify the meaning of a “significant number of children”.

We have now received the response from the Commission.  Based on that response the Subcommittee does not intend to amend its Risk Management document at this stage.  

From:      Gillian Calvert, Commissioner, NSW Commission For Children & Young People

"  Dear Ms Covi

I am writing regarding your letter about the meaning of 'Significant child membership 'for the purposes of the Child Protection (Prohibited Employment) Act 1998 and prohibited employment declarations.

'Significant child membership' means that child membership is important or of consequence to the particular club.  Showing that child membership is important or of consequence for the club could be indicated, for example, by specific recognition being given to the club's child membership through special activities for child members.

The number of child members as a proportion of the club's total members can also indicate whether the child membership is significant.  There is no particular number or percentage that makes the child membership 'significant', it will depend on the circumstances of the particular club.

However, unless the club recognises the importance of its child membership in special ways or has a high number of child members, it would not be seen to have significant child membership.  

Please contact Kate Burns, Legal Officer, on 9286 7206 if you wish to discuss the matter further.  "
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.  -  Keith Maxwell

On Saturday 28 May the BWRS Secretary and I attended the Mid Year Conference for the NSW Volunteer Rescue Association (VRA) at Cessnock.  This outstanding event included an excellent speaker from the NSW Police who spoke on the difficulties of DVI (Disaster Victim Identification) in Thailand after the Boxing Day Tsunami.  DVI will be ongoing for around another nine months!  The VRA is similar to Confederation as a representative parent body to over 70 separate volunteer rescue squads.  The VRA is the BWRS voice to the NSW government and the State Rescue Board.  Last year the VRA was the second biggest provider of primary rescue in NSW!

There was a moment of sadness at the Conference when the Delegates had a Minutes Silence to remember Ray Tyson who died on 25 May.  For many years Sgt. Ray Tyson was the face of Police Rescue in NSW.  His liaison with the NSW Police Commissioner helped to establish the VRA in 1969.  From his retirement in 1976 to 1993 he was the VRA Honorary Director of Training.  He continued as VRA patron up to his death.  I was pleased to be part of the VRA / NSW Police Guard of Honour at his well attended Police Funeral on Monday 30 May.  The next "Bushwalker" will have a more complete item about Ray Tyson.

TRAINING.  The first of four "Vertical Mobility (VM)" weekends was run over the ANZAC weekend.  More recently the VM trainees put fun into the training with an abseil of the Big Hole outside Braidwood.  There is, of course, only one way out after the 90 metre abseil (descent); prussiking up 90 metres!  Members keenly look forward to these vertical rescue courses.  This course will cover the basics of abseiling / ascending skills and equipment for bush search & rescue and is accredited by the NSW State Rescue Board.   

NAVSHIELD is just two weekends away so much final activity is happening.  Team information packs will be photocopied next Friday night.  The checkpoint setting was mostly completed last weekend, June 18 / 19.  Sunday was wet as was the Long Weekend.  This year’s event could be more of a test of survival skills than usual.  By next Monday (27 June) the location of NavShield 2005 should be common knowledge.  NavShield is recognised (and sponsored) by the NSW State Rescue board as realistic training for emergency services in bush search and rescue.  It is a great opportunity each year to revise your bush navigation skills or help your club "new chums" learn bush navigation.  There is always a good range of checkpoints (from easy to hard) to suit all grades of bush navigator.  Get addicted to NavShield.  Each year I give out increasingly more Ten-Year Attendance Awards!

REGISTRATION.  It is nearly too late to register for Nav 2005.  You need to email the BWRS Secretary on secretary@bwrs.org.au 

FIRST AID.   Another opportunity to get First Aid qualified is offered on the last weekend in October - 29 / 30.  Don't miss out this time!   This St John Ambulance Senior First Aid Certificate course was offered at a discount rate for members of bushwalking clubs of just $100!  Our experienced Instructor always makes the course relevant to bushwalking.

ON-LINE REGISTRATION.  Recently course registration and administration was streamlined so that ON-LINE REGISTRATION is now possible and is the preferred method to enrol.  You must register and pay the FULL course fee in advance to be enrolled into a BWRS First Aid course.  Full course details (including the new venue - still close to public transport) are now on the BWRS website - www.bwrs.org.au
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Minutes   21 June 2005


