The Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc.

Minutes of General Meeting

Tuesday, 15th July 2003 at 7.30 p.m.

at the Ashfield R.S.L. Club

The meeting commenced at  7.35 p.m.  

Present   Jim Callaway (Chairman), Margaret Covi, Robyne Hobson, Michael Maack, Tony Miller, Diana Peters, Anne Plowman, Maurice Smith, Jan Wouters, Merrilyn Sach (Administration Officer)

Paula Akkari, John Bell, Bob Cox, P. Goymour, Judith Green, Peter Hart, Brian Morgan, Larry Nolan, Lisa Ravn, Jennifer Sarginson, David Springthorpe, Ian Svenson, Howard Tooth, Pamela Turner, Dick Weston

Visitors   Scott Forbes, Flora Newsome, Jean Robson

Apologies   W Hilder, D Hordern, A MacQueen, K Maxwell, R Minnaert, M Pickles

1.
Minutes of Previous General Meeting

Minutes of the June Meeting have been circulated.  


Motion:   That the Minutes be adopted.  


(M)   J Wouters

(S)   T Miller




CARRIED

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Link to the Accident Register website has been removed from Confederation's website.  

3.
Correspondence  -  In / Out
3.1
L Trihey, Outdoor Australia magazine  - Accident Register website link (in)

3.2
Phone call from Frank Hardy, Sun Herald  -  comment re aboriginal rock art and public access/walking near such areas (to President)

3.3
Email Premier's Office  - response to management of Regional Park lands (in)

3.4
Springwood Bushwalking Club  -  providing documentary evidence re Public Liability insurance cover (out)

4.
President's Report

No report tabled.  

5.
Treasurer's Report

Report tabled.  


Jardine Sport & Leisure
$78,407.00
Insurance Premium


Jardine Sport & Leisure
$3,292.00
Insurance Premium


Snap Printing
$3,500.09
"The Bushwalker"


Aussiecom ISP
$460.00
Websites (23) for Clubs


Super Trust of Australia
$100.44
Superannuation (AO)


Administration Officer
$987.00
Salary


ATO
$516.00
Withholding Tax/GST


Corporate Affairs Com. S.A.
$119.00
Contrib. to BA Incorp.


Sensis Pty. Ltd.
$44.70
Yellow Pages (2004)


Motion:   That the Financial Report be adopted and payment of accounts be approved.  


(M)
M Smith
(S)
B Morgan
CARRIED

6.
Reports from Sub Committees
6.1
"The Bushwalker"   C Wood


Report tabled.  M Smith stated he would speak on behalf of the Editor and his Motion.  


(M)   M Smith



(S)   R Hobson


CARRIED


Motion:


1.
That Confederation continue to have a printed Clubs' List separate from the magazine.  


2.
That the Administration Officer update the website with current information gathered from Clubs by the end of July.  


(M)   R Hobson


(S)   J Wouters


CARRIED


A refund of $303.80 had been obtained from Australia Post for incorrect postal charges in relation to "The Bushwalker".  

6.2
Constitution   M Smith

No report tabled.  

6.3
Bush Dance   J Wouters

J Wouters to contact K Maxwell regarding the proposed raffle.  This year's Bush Dance theme to be connected with The International Year of Fresh Water.  J Wouters to contact the Editor regarding a magazine article.  


(M)   M Maack


(S)   A Plowman


CARRIED

6.4
Publicising Bushwalking   T Miller


T Miller met with Sarah Breenhey, Gosford NP&WS on 27th June and Confederation's anniversary video was viewed.  The Service seeks information on a bushwalking film made by a club some years ago.  


Motion:   That the Clubs' List be made available at next year's Oxfam Trail Walker event.  


(M)
P Hart
(S)
J Wouters
CARRIED

6.5
Training
Position Vacant.  

6.6
Conservation   M Maack

M Maack would like further comments from clubs on Confederation's Bushwalker's Code.  


Motion:   That the final draft Policy on Feral Horses in Natural Areas be adopted.  


(M)
M Maack
(S)
B Morgan
CARRIED

6.7
Tracks and Access

Position Vacant.  

6.8
Insurance-Legal Group

M Covi gave an update on insurance matters.  A few insurance questions have been received from clubs which will be forwarded to Jardine's Account Executive for a response.  


Discussed the possibility of holding another insurance meeting, possibly on Tuesday, 14th October.  Suggested that a representative of Jardines be asked to attend the meeting.  


A Risk Management Policy is being drafted from the material supplied by clubs.  


Barrister Roland Keller, Sir James Martin Chambers, has been briefed by D Kruse regarding legal opinion.  


Motion:   That all reports from the sub committees be adopted.  


(M)
J Wouters
(S)
H Tooth
CARRIED

7.
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.   K Maxwell
Report tabled by M Smith.  

M Smith to seek clarification on a few points.  

(M)   J Wouters


(S)   T Miller



CARRIED

8.
Representatives' Reports
8.1
NPWS  -  Advisory Committees

8.2
Bushwalking Australia

M Smith reported on a 1½ hour teleconference held on Thursday evening 10th July.  The process of incorporating Bushwalking Australia as the national bushwalking body has commenced in South Australia.  


BA's Constitution (with a substantial input by M Smith) has been agreed by the State Delegates.  Office bearers are:-  


President:
Bill Gehling (SA)


Secretary:
Maurice Smith (NSW)


Treasurer:
Marianne Watt (Victoria)

9.
General Business

Annual General Meeting  -  the general meeting will commence at 7.00 p.m. and at an appropriate time the AGM will be held after which the general meeting will resume. 


(M)   R Hobson


(S)   I Svenson


CARRIED

10.
Date of next General Meeting and Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 19th August 2003 at 7.00 p.m., Ashfield R.S.L. Club.  

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.  

Income and Expenditure Report  -  July 2002 through June 2003


Jul - June
Jul - June
$ Difference
% Difference


Actual
Budget



INCOME





Affiliation Fee Income
$24,768.02 
$25,000.00 
($231.98)
-0.9%

Other Income
$1,348.52 
$400.00 
$948.52 
237.1%

Insurance Income
$55,484.35 
$47,000.00 
$8,484.35 
18.1%

Communications Income
$8,771.33 
$6,500.00 
$2,271.33 
34.9%

Bush Dance Income
$977.27 
$1,200.00 
($222.73)
-18.6%

Total INCOME
$91,349.49 
$80,100.00 
$11,249.49 
14.0%







EXPENSES





Confederation Admin
$5,381.38 
$7,455.00 
($2,073.62)
-27.8%

Employment Expenses
$7,347.69 
$0.00 
$7,347.69 
NA

Insurance Expense
$55,688.02 
$47,100.00 
$8,588.02 
18.2%

Communications Expense
$18,185.02 
$21,035.00 
($2,849.98)
-13.5%

Conservation Expense
$1,016.96 
$910.00 
$106.96 
11.8%

Bush Dance Expense
$1,360.00 
$1,450.00 
($90.00)
-6.2%

Tracks & Access Expense
$0.00 
$150.00 
($150.00)
-100.0%

Training Activities Expense
$2,087.70 
$1,000.00 
$1,087.70 
108.8%

Publicity
$750.00 
$500.00 
$250.00 
50.0%

Total EXPENSES
$91,816.77 
$79,600.00 
$12,216.77 
15.3%







Operating Surplus/(deficit)
($467.28)
$500.00 
($967.28)
-193.5%







Other Income





Profit on Sale of Fixed Assets
($40.27)
$0.00 
($40.27)
NA

Total Other Income
($40.27)
$0.00 
($40.27)
NA







Net Surplus/(Deficit)
($507.55)
$500.00 
($1,007.55)
-201.5%

Bank Register  -  1st June 2003 to 30th June 2003
ID#
Memo/Payee
Deposit
Withdrawal
Balance

Confederation Cheque Account





Opening Balance  1 June 2003



$5,710.35 

CR000950
Payment; Riverfront on the Hawkesbury
$66.00 



CR000951
Bushwalker Subscription
$61.00 



CR000973
Commonwealth Bank
$166.18 



851
Snap Printing

$3,803.89 


852
Officeworks

$282.90 


853
National Parks Association Inc.

$105.49 


854
Cancelled

$0.00 


855
Colin Wood

$331.50 


856
Nature Conservation Council

$450.00 


857
Administration Officer

$1,020.00 


CR000966
Bank Deposit
$1,203.50 



CR000972
Bushwalker Subscription
$35.00 



858
Replace Rogain Control Flags/Punches
$328.00 



CR000974
Trfr from cash mgt acct
$50,000.00 





$51,531.68 
$6,322.68 



30-June-03 Closing Balance


$50,919.35 

Magazine Editor Report  -  July 2003
The Clubs list is giving me some concern.  Many clubs rely on this to get new members.  Shops as well as NPWS offices, run out quickly.  We have not had a list since Nov 2001. Any list we send out is most certainly out-of-date.  We need a deadline for clubs to update their details.  

Clubs were given clear directions as how to complete details on-line, also in the letter all clubs received they were advised if they could not go online to give us details of their club they could apply to us to send them out a form so as we could complete it for them.   It is (in my opinion) up to the clubs to give us details.  We shouldn’t have to chase after them.  I would like the cut-off date to be this meeting. The deadline for the Spring edition of The Bushwalker is this meeting.  Please send to me no later than 1 week from today.

I have several stories already and this issue promises to be a good one for walks.  I will also have a story about NavShield 2003.  

The posting situation concerns me.  There have been some omissions and some doubling up of postings, this is nobodies fault.  What I would like to happen is: - I will send all labels to printers with instructions no magazines to be posted until after the meeting, The day following the meeting when magazines are handed out the list of magazines taken to be emailed/faxed to printer so as they can remove all the names that have been taken.  This is the only way I can see over this situation.  I will also send a copy (by email) to admin to check latest address, prior to meeting.  

Any office bearer or committee member changing their email address please contact me so I can change their alias with Aussiecom, our ISP.  

I have not received any applications from clubs for the Bushwalker magazine on CD, covering all issues from 1937 to present day. I would have thought this would be a valuable addition to clubs libraries, and the option to copy it for a royalty of $20 per member.  

The NavShield 2003 was a great success, and a credit to BWRS.  All photos are up on website at www.bushwalking.org.au/nav_photos.html.  

All delegates are reminded that their clubs are still able to get a free website.  Many clubs have taken up the offer.  Those clubs that have taken the offer are reminded to keep updating their site.  

Conservation Report  -  July 2003
Prepared by Michael Maack

•
After the State election unpalatable State legislation is being introduced into Parliament without due public consultation by the community.  The National Parks and Wildlife Amendment (Telecommunications Facilities) Bill 2003 was rammed through the parliament on July 3, 2003. A Confederation letter was sent to the Minister by facsimile the previous day but was unheeded. The legislation enables land to be resumed from National Parks Estate for Mobile Phone Tower construction but thanks to 8 amendments by the Greens and the Democrats the facilities now  must:  


-
Have minimal footprints and visual impact


-
Be built to withstand bushfires, avoiding destructive hazard reduction


-
Be co-located if feasible


-
All approvals be placed on a public register"

•
The fate of Regional Parks is still outstanding. An email has been received on June 27 from the Premier’s Department acknowledging receipt of our letter and referring our concerns to the Minister for the Environment.  

•
Draft "Policy on Feral Horse Control" - A copy of the draft was circulated to clubs four months ago and the subcommittee is awaiting feedback.  

•
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Management Plan was announced on June 20, 2003. The document describes three capture and removal methods that are to be further trialed and evaluated, for their effectiveness in humanely removing horses from the alpine area and reducing environmental impacts. These three methods include trapping, roping and mustering, using horse riders under a ‘contract’ arrangement. This is in agreement with our Draft Feral Horse Policy provided that the contract is accessible for perusable by the public, the removal is on a ‘no-selection’ basis and that the damage incurred by the removal does not exceed the damage from non-removal.  

•
NPWS has had the injunction brought against it in the Supreme Court of NSW by an Animal Liberation NSW stopping the culling of goats across the SW Slopes of NSW (Woomargama National Park) dropped.  

•
Bushwalker Code Revision - Have received some submissions. More will be appreciated.  Ms Robyne Hobson and Mr Andy Macqueen have expressed an interest in participating in a subcommittee.  

•
ADI Site: The campaign for the ADI Site is still current. It has been requested by Noel Plumb that citizens send short letters of objection to the Premier at Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney 2000. Letters to the  local and metropolitan newspaper editors could also be sent but since the currency of the story has diminished this will probably be less effective.  

•
Some new private members legislation has been introduced into the Legislative Council since our last meeting:-  


-
National Parks and Wildlife Amendment (Bushfire Hazard Reduction) Bill 2003 - Mr John Tingle 24/6/2003


-
Plantations and Reafforestation Amendment Bill 2003 - by Malcolm Jones 3/7/2003


-
Wilderness Amendment (Procedure) Bill 2003 - by Mr Malcolm Jones 26/6/2003



At present there is no detail regarding the substance of these Bills, only Notices of Motion. Owing to the interest groups these parliamentarians represent it is wise to keep a close eye on their activities as these Bills may contain some environmentally detrimental intentions.  

Documents for public comment can be found on the NP&WS website at:-http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/npws.nsfContent/Conservation+plans+for+public

+comment+by+date
Conservation Management Plans
Illawarra Escarpment State Conservation Area

Flaggy Creek Nature Reserve includes Tallawudjah Nature Reserve

Sydney Harbour National Park

(      (      (      (
Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc.

July  2003

Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue Squad Inc. (BWRS) has been active in training and preparedness for rescue during the past month.  The 15th NavShield was another successful event.  A number of BWRS members have started a vertical rescue training course.  Next weekend our Training Sub Committee will be running a ‘River Crossings’ workshop.  BWRS is also liaising with the VRA regarding the RTO recognition of the skills of BWRS members.  (VRA -Volunteer Rescue Association of NSW Inc. – like Confederation the VRA is our parent representative body to government)  (RTO – Registered Training Organisation)

NavShield 2003 was held in Gardens of Stone National park on 5th / 6th July.  Once again around 500 Emergency Services personnel participated in either the one-day or two day event.  Teams of participants had to plan their own route to navigate to as many as possible checkpoints that were randomly distributed while avoiding late penalties.  Newcastle Bushwalking Club repeated last years winning effort.  NavShield is a major training exercise for BWRS to co-ordinate administration, course setting, catering, First Aid, toilets, ‘bushrangers’, radio communications, risk management and transport.  Full results can be viewed at our website – www.bwrs.org.au
The recognised competency for cliff rescue is the V3 standard for “Vertical Rescue”.  This is a structured course involving several weekends that uses 11mm static kernmantle rope and ‘single rope techniques’.  All members of the BWRS Rock Squad recertified to meet this standard on 29th / 30th March 2003.  Successful personnel are highly skilled in all aspects of abseiling and ascending as well as stretcher lifting, lowering and riding.  Five BWRS members have joined the latest VRA V3 training course.

One of the last modules of the BWRS program of skills recognition / formalisation is ‘River Crossings’.  This module will be offered next weekend.  Other training modules include First Aid, navigation, observation, GPS, S&R communications, knowledge of Emergency Services organisations, stretcher handling etc.  The personnel we use for bush search and rescue are our ‘Operational Members’ who are all experienced bushwalkers.  Now BWRS can prove this via a competency based training program.

This competency-based training is an essential part of the formal accreditation of BWRS for bush search and rescue.  Currently our past experience is recognised so that we are “deemed” to be accredited.  However, the NSW State Rescue Board is unhappy with this situation.  Now the VRA is proceeding to become an RTO as a service to its member squads.  BWRS is attempting to match our competencies with existing VETAB and ITAB descriptors while liaising with the VRA to ensure that our competencies can be assessed via their RTO.  The State Rescue Board is keen to see the outcome of this as a basis for accreditation in bush search and rescue.

One of my aims for BWRS is to minimise regulation of bushwalking in general by having a strong volunteer bushwalker based search and rescue group.  BWRS can offer its new and existing members a program that will demonstrate their excellence as emergency services personnel in bush search and rescue.  However it now seems that bushwalking clubs must review how they monitor their club members and select leaders for their outdoors activities.  A minimum may be a register of leaders and activities.  

BWRS is keen to accept experienced bushwalkers as new members into its training program.  If you need more information about BWRS and BWRS membership then see our web site www.bwrs.org.au or contact our BWRS Secretary at secretary@bwrs.org.au for further details.  You will that our website contains a wealth of information including links to a range of other websites such as the Confederation and the VRA.    
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