Gunn Point Reef 18 October 209

Report by Jan Allen, Photos by Craig Bellamy

A half hour northof Howard SpringReserveon a wide smooth dirtroads S | NNXA @SR |G | @GSNE
Shoal Bay below Gunn Point.

The receding tide exposed @nlg f1at beach as our group of @li, Sandy, Eric and PaAlan Jan and Craigled ably

by Ruth Pittheaded north, passing a femalkbiru between us and the shore. It was not long before we reached the
start of amassive silted reebed. Green segmenteddtworms and several types of sea cucumbéeche de meor
trepang frequented the intertidal zone. So much fory new Merrells!! - as the walk include thigh deep water
with fleeting small rays.

Shade and a sit in the mangroves warranted morning te@osmon Sandpipepicked away in the sandy mud and a
Forest Kingfishereprimanded our proximityo its nest in a nearby, decaying branch.

Further north towards the point we passed a f@weat Egretand largeflock of Crested TernsBy now the reef was
in tiers, forming a rice paddy effect with extensive waterfalis the outgoing tide Meandering amongst the pools
closer to the sea we saw a varietyaarals, soft sponges, anenomes aside crabs the highlights were 2 brilliantly
coloured Northern BlueRyY 3SR h Ol 2LIA | YR | arerSovelish) wihdbahles/ 3S | YR 6 KA

We lunched on a small sandy beach wattimely seabreeze. The 4 kilometres return seemed brief as we chattered
and carefully picked our way through the extensive reef area. Badkeasdndy beach there were many migrating
shorebirdsjncludingSanderlingsandevenly spaced singul&himbrels.

A fitting end toan extremely interesting walk wasw@agnificent,soaringSea Eaglas we left the beach.

Thanks Ruth'!
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